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iNEWFOUNDLAND 


IN  1812. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

AGRICULTURAL     RESOURCES. 

The  British  reader  who  has  only  heard  of 
the  fishery  of  Newfoundhmd,  will  be  surprised 
to  learn  that  a  country  of  fog,  of  ice,  of  storm, 
and  snow,  can  possess  agricultural  resources 
much  beyond  those  of  the  regions  to  the  ex- 
treme northward,  where  the  Esquimaux  luxu- 
riates upon  lichens  and  blubber.  Whitbourne 
was  ridiculed  when  he  talked  of  the  produc- 
tiveness of  Newfoundland,  and  Lord  Baltimore 
was  almost  ruined  by  choosing  to  build  his 
castle  on  a  bleak  and  desolate  part  of  the  coast, 
instead  of  upon  the  western  shores,  or  in  the 
peaceful  valleys  of  the  interior.  Had  he  chosen 
the  fine  healthy  climates  of  St.  George's  Bay, 
or  the  Bay  of  Islands,  for  the  seat  of  the  Cal- 
verts,  Newfoimdland  would  now  have  pos- 
sessed a  capital,  rivalling  that  he  afterwards 
founded  in  the  pestiferous  swamps  of  Mary- 
land, and  which,  by  dint  of  perseverance  and 
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labour,  has  since  risen  to  rank  as  the  fourth 
city  of  the  Union,  notwithstanding  its  ancient 
insalubrity. 

Captain  Hayes,  second  in  command  to  Sir 
Humj)hrey  Gilbert,  who  made  a  voyage  to  New- 
foundland in  the  year  1583,  writes  tluis,  in 
"  A  briefe  relation  of  the  New  found  laude, 
and  the  commodities  thereof:" — 

"  That  which  we  doe  call  the  Newfoundland, 
and  the  Frenchmen  Bacalaos,  is  an  Hand,  or 
ratiier  (after  the  opinion  of  some)  it  consisteth 
of  sundry  Hands  and  broken  lands,  situate  in 
tl:e  north  regions  of  America,  vpon  the  gulph 
and  entrance  of  the  great  riuer  called  S.  Lau- 
rence in  Canada.  Into  the  which,  nauigation 
may  be  made  both  on  the  south  and  north  side 
of  this  Hand.  The  land  lyeth  south  and  north, 
containing  in  length  betweene  three  and  400 
miles,  accounting  from  Cape  Race  (which  is 
in  4:C)  degrees  25  minuts)  vnto  the  Grand  Bay 
in  52  degrees  of  septentrionall  latitude.  The 
iland  round  about  hath  very  many  goodly 
l)ayes  and  harbors,  safe  roads  for  ships,  the 
like  not  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  knowen 
world. 

"  The  common  opinion  that  is  had  of  in- 
tem])erature  and  extreme  cold  that  should  be 
in  this  countrey,  as  of  some  part  it  may  be 
verified,  namely  the  north,  where  I  grant  it 
is  more  colde  then  in  countries  of  Europe, 
v/hich  are  vnder  the  same  eleuation :  euen  so 
it  cannot  stand  with  reason  and  nature  of  the 
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clime,  that  the  south  parts  should  be  so  in- 
temperate as  the  bruit  hath  gone.     Yov  as  the 
same   doe   lie   under   the  climats  of  Briton, 
Anion,  Poictou,  in  France,  betweene  4()  and 
41)  degrees,  so  can  they  not  so  much  diifer 
from  the  temperature  of  those  countries :  vnless 
ypon  the  out  coasts  lying  open  unto  tlie  ocean 
and  sharpe  ^vinds,  it  must  in  neede  be  sub- 
ject to  more  colde,   then  further  within  the 
lande,  where  the  mountaines  are  interposed, 
as  walles  and  bulwarkes,  to  defende  and  to 
resiste  the  asperitie  and  rigor  of  the  sea  and 
weather.     Some  hold  opinion,  that  the  New- 
foundland might  l)e  the  more  suiect  to  cold, 
by  how  much  it  lyeth  high  and  neere  vnto  the 
middle   region.     I   ijrant   that   not  in  New- 
foundiand  alone,  but  in  Germany,  Italy,  and 
Afrike,  euen  vnder  the  Equinoctiall  line,  the 
mountaines  are  extreme  cold,   and   seeldome 
uncoured  of  snow,  in  their  culme  and  highest 
tops,  which  commeth  to  passe  by  the  same 
reason   that   they  are  extended  tovrards  the 
middle  region:    vet    in   the   countries   lyiufi: 
beneth  them,  it  is  found  quite  contrary.    Euen 
so  all  hils  hauing  their  discents,  the  valleis 
also  and  low  grounds  must  be  likewise  hot  or 
temperate,  as  the  clime  doeth  giue  in  New- 
foundland :  though  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
sunnes  reflection  is  much  cooled,  and  cannot 
be  so  forcible  in  the  Newfoundland  nor  gene- 
rally throughout   America,  as  in   Europe  or 
Afrike :  by  how  much  the  sunne  in  his  diurnall 
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coui'se  from  east  to  west,  passeth  ouer  (for 
the  most  part)  dry  land  and  sandy  countries, 
before  lie  arriueth  at  the  West  of  Europe  or 
Afrike,  whereby  his  motion  increaseth  heate, 
with  little  or  no  qualification  by  nioyst  vapours. 
Where,  on  the  contrarie,  he  passeth  from 
Europe  and  Afrike  vnto  America  ouer  the 
ocean,  from  whence  it  draweth  and  carrieth 
with  him  abundance  of  moyst  vapours,  which 
doe  qualifie  and  infeeble  greatly  the  sunne's 
reuerberation  vpon  this  countrey  chiefly  of 
Newfoundland,  being  so  much  to  the  north- 
ward. Neuerthelcsse  (as  I  sayd  before)  the 
cold  cannot  be  so  intollerable  vnder  the  lati- 
tude of  46.  47  and  48.  especiall  Avithin  land, 
that  it  should  be  unhabitable,  as  some  doe 
suppose,  seeing  also  there  are  very  many 
people  more  to  the  north  by  a  great  deale. 
And  in  these  south  partes  there  be  certain 
beastes,  ounces  or  leopards,  and  birdes  in 
like  manner  which  in  the  sommer  we  haue 
scene,  not  heard  of  in  countries  of  extreme 
and  vehement  coldnesse.  Besides  as  in  the 
monethes  of  June,  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, the  heate  is  somewhat  more  then  in 
England  at  those  seasons :  so  men  remaining 
vpon  the  south  parts  neere  vnto  Cape  Rece, 
vntil  after  Hollandtide,  haue  not  found  the 
cold  so  extreme,  nor  much  differing  from  the 
temperature  of  England.  Those  which  have 
arriued  there  after  Nouember  and  December 
haue  found  the  snow  exceeding  deepe,  whereat 
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no  maruaile,  considering  the  ground  upon  the 
coast,  is  rough  and  vneuen,  and  the  snow  is  driuen 
into  the  phxces  most  declyning,  as  the  like  is 
to  be  scene  with  vs.  The  like  depth  of  snow 
happily  shall  not  be  found  within  land  vpon 
the  playner  countries,  which  also  are  defended 
by  the  niountaines,  breaking  off  the  vi(^lence 
of  the  winds  and  weather.  But  admitting 
extraordinary  cold  in  those  south  parts,  aboue 
that  with  us  here :  it  cannot  be  so  great  as 
that  in  Swedland,  much  less,  in  Muscouia  or 
Russia ;  yet  are  the  same  conntries  very  popu- 
lous, and  the  rigor  of  cold  is  dispensed  with 
by  the  commoditie  of  stones,  warme  cl<jthing, 
meats  and  drinkes :  all  which  neede  not  to  be 
wanting  in  the  Newfoundland,  if  we  had  intent 
there  to  inhabite. 

"  In  the  south  parts  we  found  no  inha- 
bitants, which  by  all  likelihood  haue  aban- 
doned those  coastes,  the  same  being  so  much 
frequented  by  Christians :  but  in  the  north 
are  sauages  altogether  harmlesse.  Touching 
the  commodities  of  this  countrie,  seruing  either 
for  sustentation  of  inhabitants,  or  for  mainte- 
nance of  traffique,  there  are  and  may  be  made 
diuers :  so  and  it  seemeth  nature  hath  recom- 
pensed that  only  defect  and  incommoditie  of 
some  sharpe  cold,  by  many  benefits:  viz. 
with  incredible  quantitie,  and  no  less  varietie 
of  kindes  of  fish  in  the  sea  and  fresh  waters, 
as  trouts,  salmons,  and  other  fish  to  us  vn- 
knowen :  also  cod,  which  alone  draweth  many 
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nations  thither,  and  is  become  the  most  famous 
lishing  of  tlie  world.  Abundance  of  whales, 
for  which  also  is  a  very  great  trade  in  the 
bayes  of  Placentia,  and  the  Grand  Bay,  where 
is  made  trane  oilcs  of  the  whale.  Herring, 
the  largest  that  haue  been  heard  of,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  alstrond  herring  of  Norway :  but 
hitherto  was  neuer  benefit  taken  of  the  herring 
fishing.  There  are  sundry  other  fish  very 
delicate,  namely  the  bonito,  lobsters,  turbut, 
with  others  infinite  not  sought  after:  oysters 
hauing  pearle  but  not  orient  in  colour :  I  tooke 
it  by  reason  they  were  not  gathered  in  season. 

"  Concerning  the  inland  commodities  as  wel 
to  be  drawen  from  this  land,  as  from  the  ex- 
ceeding large  countries  adioyning:  there  is 
nothing  which  our  east  and  northerly  countries 
of  Europe  doe  yeelde,  but  the  like  also  may 
be  made  in  them  as  plentifully  by  time  and 
Industrie:  namely,  rosen,  pitch,  tarre,  sope 
ashes,  deel  boord,  mastes  for  ships,  hides, 
furres,  flaxe,  hempe,  corne,  cables,  cordage, 
linnen-cloth,  mettals,  and  many  more.  All 
which  the  countries  will  aford,  and  the  soyle  is 
apt  to  yeelde. 

"  The  trees  for  the  most  in  those  south 
parts,  are  firre  trees,  pine  and  cypresse,  all 
yielding  gumme  and  turpentine.  Cherrie  trees 
bearing  fruit  no  bigger  then  a  small  pease. 
Also  peare  trees,  but  fruitlesse.  Other  trees 
of  some  sorts  "^ ,.  us  unknown. 

The  soyle  along  the  coast  is  not  deepe  of 
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earth,    bringing    foorth    abiind<antly    peason 
small,    yet   good   feeding   for   cattel.     Roses, 
passing  sweet,  like  vnto  our  miiske  roses  in 
forme,  raspases,  a  berry  which  we  call  harts, 
good  and  holesome  to  eat.     The  grasse  and 
herbe  doth  fat  sheepe  in  very  short  space, 
proued   by   English    marchants    which    haue 
caried  sheepe  thither  for  fresh  victuall,  and 
had  them  raised  exceeding  fat  in  lesse  than 
three  weekes.     Peason  which  our  countrey- 
men  haue  sowen  in  the  time  of  May,  haue 
come  vp  faire,  and  bene  gathered  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August,  of  which  our  generall  had 
a  present  acceptable  for  the  rarenesse,  being 
the   first   fruits   coming  vp   by  art  and  in^ 
dustrie,  in  that  desolate  and  dishabited  land. 

'*  We  could  not  obserue  the  hundredth  part 
of  creatures  in  those  vnhabited  lands:  but 
these  mentioned  may  induce  vs  to  glorilie  the 
magnificent  God,  who  hath  superabundantly 
replenished  the  earth  with  creatures  seruing 
for  the  vse  of  man,  though  man  hath  not  vsed 
the  lift  part  of  the  same,  which  the  more  doth 
aggrauate  the  fault  and  foolish  slouth  in  many 
of  our  nation,  chusing  rather  to  line  indirectly, 
and  very  miserably  to  Hue  and  die  within  this 
realme  pestered  with  inhabitants,  then  to  ad- 
uenture  as  becommeth  men,  to  obtaine  an  ha- 
bitation in  those  remote  lands,  in  which  nature 
very  prodigally  doth  minister  vnto  mens  en- 
deauours,  and  for  art  to  worke  vpon." 

Mr.  Chief  Justice  Forbes,  in  a  statement 
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nildivssrd  to  tlu'  (^olouial  OcpartnuMif,   uiulor 
date  of  tho  I4tli  of  Aiii^iist,  1822,  writes  :~ 

"  As  a  i'oiioral  renuMlv,  whatiivor  tnuls  to 
revive  the  tisheries  iimst  also  have  the  elfect  of 
relievinij;  tlie  peopK'.  It  were  (lesir;il)U'  that, 
with  the  view  of  opeuiiisj:  some  juixiliary  eiii- 
ph>ymeiit  to  the  iiihal)itants  of  Newfoundland, 
every  restraint  upon  the  cultivation  of  tlu^ 
soil  should  be  reiuoved,  and  everv  eneourau-e- 
nieiit  given  to  the  hreeding  of  shee[),  eattle, 
and  other  live  stock. 

''  T\w  necessity  of  cultivating^'  tlu^  soil,  as 
iiu  auxiliary  to  the  tishery,  is  not  disputed, 
nor  is  there  any  existiiiii,"  law  which  {>rohibils 
it;  but  there  is  iu>ne  to  encourage  it;  and 
there  is  still  maintained  in  the  island  an 
ancient  opinion,  that  it  is  against  the  policy 
of  Government — as  if  that  could  be  called 
policy,  which,  in  a  country  overstocked  with 
people,  and  distressiMl  for  food,  Avould  prohibit 
so  plain  a  dictate  o(  natural  law,  as  that  of 
raising  subsistence  from  the  earth. 

"  This  cannot  be,  is  not,  the  policy  of  the 
British  Government ;  and  nothing  is  wanting 
but  a  lair  apprehension  of  the  ease  to  induce 
its  enlightened  rulers,  not  only  to  remove 
every  shadow  of  obstruction  from  the  cul- 
tivation ot^  the  soil,  but  to  encourage  and  pro- 
tect it  by  every  means  in  their  power.  To 
preserve  the  transient  fishery  has  been  found 
impracticable ;  to  attempt  to  revive  it  would 
be  to  shut  our  senses  against  the  light    of 
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n^iisoii  iukI  tho  lessons  of  cxpcricuu'c.  As  a 
])ro!i(l  proposition,  it  may  )><*  inaiiitaincd,  that 
if  tlie  lishery  were  to  he  taken  up  as  it  is,  (/r 
ftu'to^  and  a  system  a(hii)ted  to  the  present 
state  of  thiii^L^s  opeidy  avowed  and  direetiy 
pursued  l)y  the  local  authorities,  Newfoun<lland 
would  become,  what  it  ought  to  be,  a  pros- 
perous settlement,  subsisting  itself  by  int(!rnal 
resources,  drawing  its  manufactured  supplies 
from  the  motlnu'  country,  and  repaying  her 
care  by  a  valuable  trade,  and  a  nunuu'ous  race 
of  seamen,  trained  for  her  service,  and  ready 
to  attend  her  first  call  in  the  defence  of  the 
emi)ire." 

Whitbourne,  in  his  qunint  preface  or  iiddress- 
"  to  his  Majesty's  good  subjects,"  written  in 
l<)f)2,  says,  "The  Hand  of  New-founddand  is 
large,  temperate,  and  fruitefull,  the  fruitfuUness 
of  it  consisting  not  only  in  things  of  sustenance, 
for  those  that  shall  inhabit,  but  in  many  sorts 
of  commodities  likewis(%  of  good  vse  andvalew 
to  be  transported.  The  natiues  are  ingenious, 
and  apt  by  discreet  and  moderate  governments 
to  be  brought  to  ol)edience." 

Alas !  its  capabilities  have  never  been  truly 
appreciated;  they  interfered  with  the  certain 
gains  derivable  from  the  Bank  fishery ;  a  false 
policy  prevented  the  settlement  of  the  fairest 
half  of  the  island,  superior  to  parts  of  the 
opposite  continent;  and  this  has  continued 
until  nearly  the  present  moment,,  because  Great 
Britain  was  unnecessarily  generous  to  the  con- 
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qiicred  French,  and  bccjiuse  it  was  originally 
the  open  and  undisguised  policy  of  a  few  rich 
merchants,  to  keep  the  trade  limited  to  the 
Bank  fishery,  thereby  ensuring  wealth  to  them 
;it  home,  and  to  those  they  employed  in  the 
island  as  their  chief  factors.* 

Emigration  to  Newfoundland  has,  therefore, 
never  taken  place  to  any  large  amount,  the 
people  who  do  settle  there  being  chiefly  re- 
latives of  those  formerly  established,  or  casual 
labourers  in  the  great  work  of  the  fishery.  It 
will  naturally  be  asked,  What  motive  can  there 
be  for  settling  in  a  country  as  yet  unexplored  ? 
I  will  answer  in  the  quaint  diction  of  the 
worthy  Whitbourne : — 

"  Now  if  you  would  vnderstand  what  mo- 
tives wee  haue  at  home  with  vs  to  carry  vs 
thither,  doe  but  looke  vpon  the  popiilousnesse 
of  our  countrey,  to  what  a  surfet  of  multitude 
it  is  subject ;  consider  how  charitable  for  those 
that  goe,  and  how  much  ease  it  will  be  for 
those  that  stay,  to  put  forth  some  of  our  num- 
bers, to  such  an  imployment  of  living.  Com- 
pare the  English  nai  r^e  with  others,  and  tinde 
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*  To  assert  that  Newfoundland  is  incapable  of  sup- 
porting a  population  will,  in  this  enlightened  age,  be 
no  longer  ventured  upon.  Head  Franklin's  Journeys 
to  the  Arctic  Ocean,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  wheat, 
barley,  oats,  and  vegetables,  were  raised  at  the  trading 
ports ;  cattle  and  horses  throve  on  the  Saskatchawan, 
in  58°  56'  40",  where  the  thermometer  goes  down  so 
low  that  the  mercury  freezes  in  the  bulb. 
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whether  wee  hauc  not  as  much  conrnge  as 
they,  both  to  vndertakc  and  maintaine ;  onoly 
we  lose  it,  in  having  less  industry."  "  There 
is  another  motive  also,  which  amongst  our 
ancestors  was  wont  to  tinde  good  respect, 
namely,  the  honour  uf  the  action,  by  the  en- 
larging of  dominions." 

He  then  enters  into  a  description,  founded, 
as  he  says,  upon  long  and  intimate  acquaint- 
ance of  the  country,  and  observes,  that  "  the 
soyle  in  the  valleys  and  sides  of  the  moun- 
taines,  is  so  fruitfull,  as  that  in  divers  places, 
there  the  summer  naturally  produceth  out  of 
the  iruitfull  wombe  of  the  earth,  without  the 
labour  of  man's  hand,  great  plenty  of  green 
pease  and  titches,  faire,  round,  full,  and  Avhole- 
some  as  our  titches  are  in  England,  of  which  I 
have  there  fed  on  many  times ;  the  hawmes  of 
them  are  good  fodder  for  cattell  and  other 
beasts  in  the  winter,  with  the  helpe  of  hay,  of 
which  there  may  be  made  great  store  with 
little  labour,  in  divers  places  of  the  countrey. 

*'  Then  have  vou  there  faire  strawberries* 
red  and  white,  and  as  faire  raspasseberries 
and  gooseberries  as  there  be  in  England,f  as 

*  Whether  it  is  owing  to  the  humidity  of  the  climate 
or  the  nature  of  the  soil,  I  know  not,  but  I  concur  with 
Whitbourne.  The  garden  peas  and  strawberries  are 
the  best  I  have  seen  ;  the  former  last  in  bloom  and  pod 
until  late  in  the  autumn  ;  the  latter,  in  size  rival  the 
largest  hautboy. 

f   Perhaps  there  were  then,  but  there  are  not  now. 
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also  multitudes  of  bilberries,  ^vhicli  are  called 
by  some  whortes,  and  many  other  delicate  ber- 
ries, (which  1  cannot  name),  in  great  abund- 
ance. 

'  Here  are  also  manv  other  fruites,  as  small 
peare.  cherries,  filberds,  etc.  And  of  these 
berries  and  fruites,  the  store  is  there  so  great, 
that  the  mariners  of  my  ship  and  barkes  com- 
pany, have  often  gathered  at  once  more  than 
halfe  an  hogshead  would  hold ;  of  which  divers 
eating  their  till,  I  never  heard  of  any  man 
whose  health  was  thereby  any  way  impaired. 

"  There  are  also  herbes  for  sall-^ts  and  broth ; 
as  parsley,  alexander,  sorrell,  etc.  And  also 
flowers,  as  the  red  and  white  damaske  rose, 
with  other  kinds,  which  are  most  beautifull 
and  delightfull,  both  to  the  sight  and  smell. 

"  And  questionlesse,  the  countrey  is  stored 
with  many  physicall  herbs  and  roots;  albeit 
their  vertues  are  not  knowne,  because  not 
sought  after,  etc. 

"  This  being  the  naturall  fruitfullnesse  of 
the  earth,  producing  such  varieties  of  things, 
fit  for  food,  without  the  labour  of  man;  I 
might  in  reason  hence  inferre,  that  if  some 
were  manured,  and  husbanded  in  some  places, 
as  our  grounds  are,  it  would  be  apt  to  bear.; 
corne,  and  no  lesse  fertile  than  the  English 
soyle.* 

*  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Wliitbourne  was  a 
sailor,  and  not  a  farmer,  and  that  Franklin,  also  a 
sailor,  says  that  he  saw  horses  at  plough  in  53''  5(i'  -JO" 
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"But  I  need  not  confine  myself  to  probabi- 
lities, seeing  our  men  that  have  wintred  there 
divers  yeeres,  did  for  a  triall  and  experiment 
thereof,  sowe  some  small  quantitie  of  corne, 
which  I  sawe  growing  very  faire;  and  they 
found  the  increase  to  bee  great,  and  the  graine 
very  good ;  and  it  is  well  knowne  to  mee,  and 
divers  that  trade  there  yeerely,  how  that  cab- 
bage, carrets,  turneps,  lettice,  parsley,  and 
such  like,  prove  well  there."* 

And  this  is  the  took  that  has  been  cited  as 
vying  with  Mandeville  and  Munchausen,  in 
its  author's  account  of  Newfoundland;  the 
critics  forgetting  that  the  hyperbolical  state- 
ments ai-e  not  contained  in  honest  Jack's  nar- 
rative, but  in  a  supplementary  part,  written 
by  "  one  Captain  Wynne,"  who  governed  Lord 
Baltimore's  grant  at  its  outset,  and  that  Whit- 


on  the  Saskatchawan,  where  mercury  freezes  in  winter, 
and  fields  of  wheat,  barley,  and  Indian  corn,  were 
cultivated  in  a  climate  far  inferior  to  that  of  New- 
foundland ;•— Franklin  will  be  believed,  but  Whit- 
bourne  was  not. 

*  Franklin,  in  his  first  journev  to  the  Arctic  Ocean, 
says,  that  at  Carlton  House,  in' 59,''  50'  N.  L.,  where 
the  thermometer  often  stands  in  winter  30°  or  40° 
below  zero,  and  the  mercury  freezes,  "  the  land  is  fer- 
tile and  produces,  with  little  trouble,  ample  returns  of 
wheat,  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes;  the  ground  is  pre- 
pared fo.'  the  reception  of  these  vegetables  about  the 
middle  of  April  :"  and  yet  the  summer  there  is  shorter 
than  in  Newfoundland,  and  equally  variable. 
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bourne  is  fully  sustained  by  a  previous  writer, 
Captain  Hayes,  whose  account,  very  similar, 
may  be  read  in  llackluyt,  or  in  CliappeH's 
Newfoundland,  and  which  I  have  just  before 
given. 

With  respect  to  agricultural  pursuits,  at 
present  Newfoundland,  as  might  be  inferred, 
is  very  deficient.  But  few  persons  possessing 
any  capital  have  hitherto  settled  there,  and  it 
is  only  very  recently  that  those  persons  "who 
have  chosen  to  reside  permanently,  or  "who 
desire  to  improve  their  condition  by  the  for- 
mation of  country  residences  during  their  pro- 
bationary stay,  have  turned  their  attention  to 
it,  the  small  farming  fisherman  having  been 
the  pioneer. 

Tlie  portion  of  the  colony  cleared  is  that 
about  the  large  towns  and  villages  only,  such 
as  8t.  John's,  Harbour  Grace,  Carbonier, 
Brigus,  etc.  Conception  Bay,  it  is  said,  has 
the  greatest  quantity  of  cultivated  soil,  but  the 
capital  has  just  taken  a  very  decisive  start,  by 
establishing  an  agricultural  society.  Placentia, 
Bonavista,  Ferryland,  Fortune  Bay,  Trinity, 
Bay  of  Bulls,  Fogo  and  Twillingate,  Trepassey, 
and  St.  Clary's,  Burn,  and  Mortier,  follow,  as 
the  chief  places  where  food,  either  for  man,  or 
for  horses  and  stock,  is  raised  from  the  earth. 

Perhaps  altogether  the  cultivated  land,  near 
the  southern  and  eastern  shores,  which  are  the 
worst  portions  of  the  island,  exceeds  a  hundred 
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thousand  acres,  and  as  much  more  is  occupied, 
from  which  a  few  potatoes,  hides,  calfskins, 
and  some  tallow,  have  been  exported ;  the 
hides  alone,  in  some  years,  amounting  to  2500, 
and  the  calfskins  to  nearly  700. 

The  potatoes  arc  sent  on  speculation  to  the 
West  Indies,*  but  this  is  a  rare  occurrence ; 
and  the  value  of  all  these  exports,  produced 
from  the  land,  has  been  so  very  variously  stated 
that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  it,  being  too 
trifling  at  present  to  engage  more  attention 
than  to  prove  the  capabilities  of  the  soil  in  the 
very  worst  districts  of  Newfoundland,  notwith- 
standing the  unfounded  assertion  of  political 
economists  at  home,  and  of  interested  persons 
here,  that  it  was  wholly  incapable  of  support- 
ing a  population. 

So  far,  indeed,  has  this  assertion  been  car- 
ried, that  the  reason  for  not  completing  the  few 
roads  from  the  capital  to  the  out-harbours  has 
been  said  to  be,  because  they  are  useless,  or 
worse  than  useless,  affording,  as  they  would, 
facilities  to  the  poor  fisherman  in  laying  in  his 
winter  supplies  at  St.  John's,  by  bringing  his 
fish  to  market  readily;  two  things  which, 
without  roads,  he  must  perform  in  boats,  at 
great  personal  toil,  exposure,  and  risk ;  thus 
obliging  him  to  lead  an  eternal  sea-faring  life, 

*  Potatoes  are  cultivated  as  high  as  62°,  at  Fort 
Simpson,  near  M'Kenzie's  River,  or  very  near  the 
Arctic  Circle. 
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and  to  hazard  it  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  nnd 
depriving  the  to^vn  of  an  am])le  supply  of  hay, 
oats,  and  culinary  vegetahles. 

Another  reason  has  been  given,  more  I'alla- 
cions  still ; — that  by  opening  roads,  the  access 
to  the  capital  would  be  so  easy,  that  the  poor 
tishennan  would  almost  abandon  the  shore 
fishery,  and  betake  himself  to  cultivation ;  re- 
soi'ting  only  to  the  sea  for  his  own  supj)ly  of 
fish,  and  depriving  the  merchant  of  his  assist- 
ance ;  whilst  the  easy  terms  upon  which  fire- 
wood could  then  be  had,  would  deprive  the 
fishing  stages  of  the  usual  supply  of  the  poles 
requisite  for  their  construction. 

But  a  better  spirit  is  beginning  to  prevail. 
The  mode  in  which  the  home  govennnent  has 
acted,  with  respect  to  all  the  adjacent  conti- 
nental colonies,  has  proved  that  Newfoundland 
will  be  governed  upon  like  principles,  and  it 
being  now  impossible  to  monopolize  the  Atlantic 
fisheries,  the  banks  are  no  longer  the  great 
nursery  on  which  Biitisli  seamen  are  to  be 
ci'adled. 

AVe  shall  see  presently  the  importance,  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  of  this  island,  and  thus 
judge  of  the  propriety  of  confining  the  spread 
of  a  hardy  race  to  a  mile  or  two  round  a  fishing 
liar])our. 

Newfoundland  has  been  divided  somewhat 
hastily  into  two  portions,  by  a  line  drawn  from 
Cape  Kay  to  the  Bay  of  Exploits;  and  without 
any  knowledge  of  the  interior,  it  is  said  to  ])e 
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l)aiTcn,  hopelessly  barren,  <ju  the  Athintie  half, 
whilst  the  French  possess  the  shores  of  the 
D'lore  fertile  western  division.* 

Now  it  is  proved  that  on  tins  barren  and 
sterile  coast,  wliieh  is  alone  inhabited  by  the 
British  race,  potatoes,  oats,  turni[)s,  and  all 
the  necessary  vegetables,  can  readily  be  reare<l, 
even  on  the  very  worst  portion  of  such  a  wdl- 
derncss  as  that  of  the  littoral. 

Here  one  hundred  thousand  acres  are  stated 
to  be  under  cultivation,  and  to  support  one 
thousand  horses,  ten  thousand  cattle,  ten  thou- 
sand sheep,  and  twenty  thousand  swine;  which 
is  much  below  the  real  quantities,  and  may 
now%  in  1842,  be  almost  doubled  in  every  in- 
stance. It  is,  however,  impossible  to  get  at  a 
real  statement,  property  of  this  description 
being  untaxed,  and  seven  years  having  elaps<.Ml 
since  the  first  correct  or  nearly  correct  census 
was  obtained. 

The  very  worst,  and  most  forbidding  portion 

*  The  geologist  Avho  made  this  somewhat  liasty  divi- 
sion could  surely  not  have  retiected  that  the  interior 
had  never  been  seen  by  any  person  capable  of  judging. 
He,  perhaps,  suffered  his  judgment  to  be  unconsciously 
biassed  by  the  prevailing  mode  of  thinking  respecting 
Newfoundland.  If  not  looked  well  into,  a  traveller 
accustomed  to  less  stormy  regions  would  be  very  apt 
to  do  as  the  celebrated  tourist  did  about  Alsace  ;  he 
passed  through  it,  saw  a  red-haired  woman  and  a 
drunken  man,  and  accordingly  made  a  note  for  his 
book  ;  all  the  women  in  Alsace  red  haired — all  the 
men  drunkards, 
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of  tlio  soil,  is  that  in  tlu'  iici<^iil)ourhood  of  St. 
.lolni's;  }Hi(l  vet  liore,  in  all  diroctioiis,  the 
])loii«i:h  s|H'0(ls,  the  anciert  forost  has  vanished, 
and  a  distance  of  from  seven  to  nine  miles 
mnst  be  traversed,  before  even  interior  lirewood 
ean  be  got  at,  Avhilst  larger  timber  is  at  least 
twelve  miles  distant. 

The  |u-inci[)al  objects  of  agricnlturrd  in- 
dnstry  are  potatoes,  oats,  barley,  hay,  straw, 
tnrni])s,  and  cabbages,  with  the  common  gar- 
den esculent  vegetables,  which  all  thrive  Avell, 
excepting  tniions,  and  they  are  imported 
cheapei'  than  they  conld  be  reared  at  present, 
for  want  of  pro])er  mainire. 

1  have  seen  samples  of  oats  from  Concep- 
tion Bay,  raised  from  English  seed  imported 
by  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane,  whicli  fully  e(pialled 
the  parent  growth;  and  othei"  samples,  j)ro- 
duced  at  the  tirst  meeting  of  the  Airricultural 
Societv,  lirown  near  St.  dithn's,  were  as  full 
and  as  heavy  as  any  Reared  in  Scotland.  A 
Scotch  farmer  assured  me  that  on  his  land, 
about  four  miles  v/estward  of  tlie  city,  be- 
longing,  1  believe,  to  Cai)tain  Trescott,  he 
raised  oats  of  the  best  quality,  and  that  the 
soil  generally  was  well  adapted  to  that  grain. 

AYheat  is  growing  now  within  a  mile  of  the 
house  I  am  writincj  in;  it  was  sown  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  and  in  this  month,  April,  has 
survived  all  the  severe  alternations  of  the 
winter.  AAlnter  wheat,  in  fact,  is  better 
ada}tted  to  the  climate  than  any  other;  as  this 
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<j;rain,  ii'  sown  in  the  sprin*:;,  is  apt  to  rot 
befoie  it  slioots,  and  the  sliort  snnnnei'  "vvill 
not  allow  of  a  snihcient  time  for  its  growth. 

An  intelligent  merchant,  who  has  retired 
from  business  and  settled  herewith  hisfauiilv, 
has  raised  suflicient  wheat,  and  ground  it  into 
flour,  at  Ids  own  mill,  to  supply  his  winter 
consumption.  This  gentlenum  erected  a  tine 
water-mill,  at  great  expense,  in  order  to  con- 
vert foreign  wheat ;  but  the  prices,  since  the 
war,  at  wdiich  Canada  and  the  United  States 
can  export  Hour,  rondei*  a  thtur-mill  here  use- 
less, until  oats  and  barley,  botli  of  Avliich  grow 
freely,  shall  be  cultivated  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities to  render  their  meal  available. 

1  do  not  believe  that  the  sea-coast,  covered 
as  it  is  occasionally  with  saline  vapours, 
will  ever  pennit  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's, 
or  of  any  of  the  harbours  on  the  eastern  or 
southern  coasts,  to  become  a  wheat-growing 
region, — exposed  as  it  is,  moreover,  to  such 
incessant  vicissitudes  of  climate,  from  local 
causes,  such  as  the  vast  bodies  of  chilling 
polar  and  gvdf  ice,  which  refrigerate  tlu;  air 
in  the  spring.  But  there  are  situations,  in 
the  interior,  and  on  the  west  coast,  fully  as 
capable  of  growing  tlie  less  hardy  cereal 
gramina  as  the  adjacent  continent;  and  no 
doubt,  also,  as  the  forest  disappears,  as  roads 
are  opened,  and  manure  is  obtained  suitable  to 
th'^  inert  soil  near  St.  John's,  that  much  will 
be  achieved  now  thought  hopeless. 
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The  amiiible  ^Vllit(^  that  triu!  philosopher, 
in  the  "  Xuturul  Ilistorv"  of  his  vilhii^o,  says, 
tliat  "  voiivtatioii  is  lii;'iilv  worthy  of  our  at- 
tent  ion,  if  it  is  only  from  its  usefuhiess  to 
us.  To  plants  we  owe  timber,  bread,  l)eer, 
lioney,  wine,  oil,  linen,  cotton,  the  i2;ar- 
ments  which  clotlu^.  us,  and  the  most  nutritiye 
of  the  various  aliments  which  support  us  in 
existence.  ^lan,"  he  further  observes,  "  in 
his  true  state  of  nature,  seems  to  be  subsisted 
by  spontaneous  vegettition  in  middle  clinu^s  ; 
where  grasses  prevail,  he  mixes  some  animal 
food  with  the  produce  of  the  field  and  the 
garden;  and  it  is  towards  the  polar  extremes 
only,  that,  like  his  kindred  bears  and  wolves, 
he  izorsxes  himself  with  ilesli  alone." 

lie  then  dilates  happily  u])on  the  ])roduc..- 
tions  of  the  earth,  its  varied  climates,  and  the 
vast  inlluence  thereby  obtained  upon  the  well- 
being  of  nations,  showing  afar  otf  and  reve- 
rently, the  wonderful  interposition  of  Provi- 
dence for  our  welfare. 

But  without  the  knowledge  of  plants  and 
their  culture,  wq  must  in  northern  regions 
'•  have  been  content  with  our  hips  and  haws, 
without  enjoying  the  salutiferous  fruits"  of 
warmer  climates. 

And  he  closes  the  beautiful  peroration  by 
shewiuix,  that  to  study  nature  in  her  ve^'etable 
kins2:dom  w^ith  success,  the  botanist  should  not 
content  himself  with  seeking  out  obscure  and 
rare  genera  or  species,  but  make  himself  the- 
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roughly a('(|uaintod  Avitli  those  tliat  are  really 
usetul.  "  Vou  shall  see,"  snys  the  iiatnral 
historian  of  Selhorne,  "  a  nuin  readily  ascer- 
tain every  herb  of  the  tield,  yet  hardly  know 
wheat  fi'om  harlev,  or  at  least  one  sort  of 
wheat  or  bai'ley  from  another. 

"  But  of  all  sorts  of  vegetation,  the  grasses 
seem  to  be  the  most  neglected;  neither  the 
farmer  nor  the  <n'azier  seems  to  distin«qiish  the 
annual  from  the  perennial,  the  hardy  from  the 
tendei',  nor  the  succulent  and  nntritive  from 
tlie  dry  and  juiceless. 

"  The  study  of  grasses  wonld  be  of  great 
consequence  to  a  northerly  and  grazing  king- 
dom ;  the  botanist  that  could  improve  the 
sward  of  the  district  where  he  lived,  Avould  be 
a  useful  member  of  society ;  to  raise  a  thick 
turf  on  a  naked  soil,  would  be  worth  volumes 
of  systematic  knowledge,  and  he  would  be  the 
best  commonwealth's  man  that  could  occasion 
the  growth  of  two  hhtdes  of  grass  irhere  one 
alone  was  seen  before,'' 

Now,  in  Newfoundland,  the  natural  grasses 
arc  luxuriant,  and  such  of  the  foreign  as  have 
been  tried,  answer  very  well ;  the  clovers  also 
succeed,  both  naturally  and  by  cultivation — 
the  Amei'ican  Timothy  meadow-grass,  per- 
haps, the  best.  The  attempts  with  fiorin  have 
been  too  few  to  judge  of  the  result;  but  it 
appears  that  any  of  the  grasses  which  will 
grow  in  Canada  will  llourish  here,  and  that 
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natural  meadows  or  prairies  are  of  vast  extent 
in  the  interior. 

Hay  at  present  varies  in  price  accorJinf^  to 
the  supply  from  Prince  Edward's  Island,  Bos- 
ton, or  other  ports  to  the  westward,  and  also 
to  the  drought  or  wetness  of  the  summer.  The 
quantity  raised  last  year,  1841,  has  been  suf- 
ficient for  the  consumption,  and  yielded  about 
5/.  currency  a  ton,  on  an  average. 

The  hay  of  the  uplands  about  St.  John's  is 
far  preferable  as  horse-food  to  that  imported, 
being  fresher,  and  not  subjected  to  the  process 
of  screwing,  in  order  to  decrease  the  stowage, 
which  frequently  gives  a  musty  odour.  I 
have  never  purchased  the  foreign  hay  for  this 
reason,  although  it  may  have  been  cheaper  than 
that  grown  in  the  country.  Good  Timothy, 
mixed  with  red  clover  seed,  is  perhaps  as  well 
adapted  to  the  hay-lields  round  St.  John's  as 
any  other ;  but  it  should  be  one  of  the  first 
inducements  of  the  Agricultural  Society  to 
cause  the  farmer  to  try  various  European  and 
American  grasses,  by  awarding  premiums,  and 
by  encouraging  a  taste  amongst  the  more 
wealthy  cultivators  for  that  portion  of  botany 
relating  to  the  plants  of  this  class. 

The  great  drawback  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits is,  however,  the  want  of  adequate  manure 
and  of  roads.  If  there  were  roads,  of  course 
the  miserable,  half-starved  dogs  which  now 
draw  the  small  farmer's  supplies  of  w^ood  would 
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give  way  to  horses,  and  horse-manure  would 
be  attainubh}. 

As  soon  as  Sir  Tliomas  C'ochrane  liad  opened 
communications  ])y  land  with  Conception  Bay, 
by  Portugal  Cove  and  Topsail,  before  which 
time  a  horse  had  been  an  object  of  great  no- 
velty, even  at  the  capital,  and  could  only  be 
supported  at  great  expense  by  the  imported  hay 
and  oats,  fields  soon  were  cleared  and  sown,  and 
every  merchant,  and  many  of  the  fishermer, 
sup})lied  themselves  with  horses  for  pleasure, 
for  their  agricultural  pursuits,  or  for  more  easy 
communication  with  the  capital  of  the  colony. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  now  to  see  the 
gradual  advance  in  comfort  which  these  few 
roads  have  produced.  One  can  ride  or  drive 
nine  or  ten  miles  in  a  carriage,  in  summer, 
in  two  directions;  the  pack-horse,  that  old- 
fashioned  English  traveller,  is  seen  trudging 
to  St.  John's  from  Torbay  or  Petty  Harbour; 
the  fisherman  and  his  wife  are  observed  seated 
on  a  pad ;  and  the  dog  becomes  every  year  of 
less  use  and  less  value  as  a  beast  of  draught. 

It  is  well  for  the  poor,  spurious  descendant 
of  the  famed  Newfoundland  dog  that  he  is 
so  rapidly  yielding  in  utility;  for  of  all  the 
ill-used  animals  in  creation,  none  are  worse 
treated  by  capricious  man  than  these  patient 
and  forbearing  creatures,  which,  in  winter, 
may  be  seen  toiling  harness(d  in  pairs,  or  -with 
two  and  a  leader,  to  low  sledges  called  cata- 
marans, from  before  day-break  until  the  even- 
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ing  sets  in,  luiiiling  fire-wooil  and  fence-pickets, 
lit  the  mercy  of  boys,  and  the  veiy  h)westchiss 
of  the  poi)ulation,  beaten,  jaded,  ill-fed,  and 
occasi(>nally  wounded  and  killed  when  their 
over-exerted  strength  forhids  their  further 
progress.  In  summer,  they  swarm  at  every 
poor  man's  door,  lying  idle,  listless,  and  basking 
in  the  sun,  feeding  on  the  oifal  of  the  fishery, 
hunting  manure  heaps  for  the  garbage  of  the 
seal,  and  becoming  perfect  adepts  in  the  art  of 
breaking  fences  to  get  access  at  night  to  the 
yards  of  houses,  in  order  to  carry  off  bones. 

These  dogs  havo  also  another  propensity, 
common  to  the  whole  race  of  Newfoundland 
dogs — that  of  worrying  cattle  and  sheep ;  and 
have  been  known  to  make  an  entrance  under 
an  outhouse  where  sheep  have  been  stalled, 
and  to  commit  serious  devastation.  In  short, 
half  the  mischief  said  to  be  performed  by 
wolves,  which  are  very  rare  near  St.  John's,  is 
done  by  their  starved  congeners. 

I  have  said  nothing  of  the  Newfoundland 
dog  in  the  natural  history  section  of  this  work, 
because  a  finer  specimen  of  the  breed  is  now  to 
be  had  in  England  and  in  Canada — the  dog 
here  being  of  lower  height,  and  less  beautiful. 
There  are,  however,  still  some  splendid  water- 
dogs  to  be  found,  chiefly,  as  I  hear,  at  the 
Twillingate  Isles  on  the  northern  coast,  and 
their  habits  adapt  them  as  much  to  the  water 
as  to  the  land.  They  are  of  two  kinds ;  the 
short,    wiry-haired   Labrador   dog,    and   the 
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long,  curly-haired  Newfoundland  species,  gone- 
rally  black,  with  a  white  cross  upon  the  breast. 

The  connnon  dogs  used  in  the  catamarans 
are  of  every  possible  cross  with  these,  and  are 
of  every  variety  of  colour  and  fur.  The  whole 
live  u[)on  and  prefer  fish,  and  seem  careless  as 
to  whether  it  is  fresh,  salted,  or  putrid.  I 
think,  from  having  kept  both  kinds,  and  also 
the  spotted,  mahogany-coloured,  and  short- 
haired  Labrador  dog,  that  the  short-haired  kind 
are  the  most  faithful  fi'iends  of  man,  and  the 
best  guardians  of  a  house,  and  that  the  other 
variety,  with  his  bushy  and  curling  tail,  is  the 
best  water-dog,  although  both  are  able  to  en- 
dure the  most  severe  cold  in  that  element,  and 
would,  if  left  alone,  sleep  in  the  snow,  in  pre- 
ference to  having  a  more  sheltered  bed.* 

I  have  known  tae  mahogany-coloured  La- 
brador dog,  an  animal  of  immense  size  and 
power,  to  follow  my  sleigh  during  a  long 
journey  upon  the  crust  of  the  snow,  until  his 
feet  became  so  chafed  and  sore  that  he  was  un- 
able to  proceed.  His  affection  was  unbounded, 
and  the  whole  race  appear  to  be  particularly 
fond  of  children ;  but  perhaps,  from  their  ori- 
ginals having  been  of  the  wolfish  nature,  which 
manifests  itself  in  those  of  the  colder  regions  of 
Labrador  and  the  Esquimaux  country,  they  are 

*  Franklin  states  that  even  in  the  most  severe  wea- 
ther, with  the  mercury  freezing,  it  was  found  difficult 
to  induce  the  North  American  dog  to  come  under 
shelter  ;  he  preferred  the  bed  of  snow. 
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all  sheep-biter.s,  and,  if  not  very  well  fed,  most 
dexterous  thieves. 

These  dogs  are  all  subject,  when  removed  to 
a  warmer  climate,  to  a  glandular  swelling  in  the 
ear,  which  becomes  very  large  and  painful, 
and  it  should  always  be  watched  and  lanced,  or 
treated  with  care,  although  this  class  of  dogs 
are  very  seldom  visited  with  hydrophobia,  and 
generally,  when  past  cure,  will,  if  allowed,  retire 
to  a  woody  or  secret  covert  to  die.  If  they  were 
much  subject  to  that  malady,  St.  John's  and 
the  other  towns  in  Newfoundland  would  be 
uninhabitable  in  the  heats  of  summer,  uncil 
they  were  extirpated ;  and  what  with  bad  treat- 
ment, want  of  regular  diet,  and  filth,  these  poor 
creatures,  it  may  be  supposed,  would  be,  of  all 
their  tribe,  the  best  entitled  to  become  mad 
and  turn  upon  their  tormentors. 

But  nature  has  otherwise  ordained  matters 
in  Newfoundland.  The  boisterous  winds  drive 
infection  from  the  most  overcrowded  hovels  that 
any  city  of  its  size  can  produce.  At  St.  John's, 
the  noxious  and  offensive  reptiles  have  never 
existed;  the  ill-treated  slave-like  dog  is  ex- 
empted from  the  most  awful  of  all  the  diseases, 
which  in  its  consequences  terrifies  the  human 
raccj  and,  notwithstanding  that  almost  all 
the  animals  in  the  island,  from  the  cow  down 
to  the  domestic  poultry,  eat  fish,  and  that  man 
almost  lives  upon  it  in  its  salted  state,  dis- 
orders in  both  are  very  rare.  The  animal 
probably  becomes  accustomed  to  the  food  most 
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easily  obtained,  and  man  mixes  it  with  biscuit 
and  potatoes,  and  in  the  spring  with  the  herbs 
so  plentifully  scattered  in  the  wild  woods  and 
ban-ens,  or  with  the  berries  which  cover  the 
earth,  as  it  were,  in  their  season,  and  which  can 
be  kept  fresh  all  winter  by  simple  immersion 
in  water.* 

Every  climate,  as  the  sage  of  Selborne  so 
truly  obs^'^rvis,  is  thus  specially  provided  with 
good,  and  the  more  we  visit  distinct  regions, 
the  more  we  have  cause  to  admire  a'^id  to 
adore. 

But  to  resume  the  thread  of  the  matter  es- 
sentially before  us. 

Whenever  the  leading  roads  shall  be  com- 
pleted round  St.  John's,  the  dog  and  the  pack- 
horse,  and  pillowed  pad,  will  disappear;  and, 
indeed,  the  farmer's  cart  and  horse  are  every 
year  becoming  less  rare.  The  material  for 
road-making  is  abundantly  scattered,  and  the 
time,  in  fact,  is  rapidly  approaching  when  this 
capital,  n.nd  the  chief  fishing  towns,  will  no 

*  The  blubber-eating  Esquimaux  on  the  Arctic 
Ocean  finds  sorrel,  berries,  and  various  cresses,  to 
corrert  his  oily  food,  and  devours  them  eagerlj'^,  and 
such  is  the  desire  of  iian,  in  all  states,  for  vegetable 
food,  that  Franklin,  on  his  last  voyage,  found  that  the 
Indians  were  beginning  to  admit  the  necessity  of  cul- 
tivation and  better  dwellings,  whilst  at  Fort  Chepe- 
wyan,  and  even  beyond  it,  potatoes  and  barley  had 
supplied  the  tables  of  the  traders,  having  been  reared 
successfully  since  the  previous  expeditions  in  1821: 
five  or  six  years'  advance  in  comfort  and  civilization. 
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longer  depend  upon  the  neighbouring  colonies, 
upon  the  United  States  of  America,  and  upon 
Europe,  for  meat,  cheese,  and  butter;  for  the 
district  of  St.  John's  especially  is  well  adapted 
as  a  grazing  country ;  and  the  imported  and 
home-raised  cattle  look  as  plump  and  as  sleek 
as  thc»se  of  any  other  part  of  the  world  where 
they  are  caicfully  attended  to,  and  I  have  seen 
cows  at  some  of  the  farms  which  would  not 
discredit  the  dairies  of  Devon. 

In  my  country  walks  I  have  also  met,  more 
than  once,  a  hundred  head  of  stout  beeves 
going  a-tield  ;  and  looking,  from  the  eminences 
surrounding  the  city,  over  a  country  which  lies 
spread  out  below  you  like  a  map,  the  nume- 
rous fields  appear  dotted  with  oxen  uiid  cows, 
as  well  as  sheep  ;  and,  as  before  observed,  it  now 
only  requires  roads,  to  open  more  grass  ground, 
and  to  supply  sufl&cient  fodder  for  the  long 
and  severe  winter,  to  raise  a  stock  a  ^  x^uate  to 
the  increasing  demand,  particularly  as  turnips, 
beets,  and  oats  may  be  obtained  in  any  quan- 
tity ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  on  the  south 
shore,  numerous  herds  of  cattle  are  reared,  for 
even  in  the  dreadful  Bay  of  St.  Shott's,  the 
grave  of  the  mariner,  a  solitary  settler  there 
has  sixty  head  of  neat  cattle,  for  which,  through 
want  of  roads,  he  has  no  market. 

The  manure  used  in  this  country  is  the 
refuse  of  the  seal  and  cod  fishery,  the  garbage 
of  the  seal,  and  the  heads  of  the  cod,  mixed 
with  the  absorbent,  black,  decomposing,  exposed 
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particles  of  the  iniiuinei'a])le  shallow  peat-boi^s 
of  the  island,  and  with  a  reddish  loam-looking 
earth,  in  which  th.ere  is  not  a  particle  of  lin^e, 
bnt  nuich  iron. 

The  soil  abont  St.  John's  and  the  towns  in 
Conception  Bay  is,  where  the  peat  bogs  do  not 
prevail,  formed  of  the  decomposed  portions 
of  the  greywackes,  or,  in  plainer  terms,  of  the 
weathering  for  ages  of  the  sandstone  and  shite 
rocks,  of  which  the  conntry  is  made  up.  These 
mineral  masses,  compounded  of  the  siliceous 
substance  quartz,  of  minute  grains  of  argillire 
or  aluminous  earth ;  feldspar,  in  the  composi- 
tion of  which  an  alkali  is  supposed  to  enter, 
but  which  really  contains  both  silex  and 
alumina ;  and,  coloured  as  they  all  are  by  iron, 
and  occasionally  intermixed  with  rough,  gritty 
clays,  in  which  iron  largely  enters  as  a  colour- 
ing matter,  they  have  the  hue  and  appear- 
ance of  the  English  loam  without  its  admirable 
qualities.  Mica  also  is  found  in  the  slates, 
but  not  largely. 

Thus  it  will  be  observed  that  the  soil,  gene- 
rally very  shallow,  lying  over  the  undecom- 
posed  hard  rock,  yields  little  of  itself  to  assist 
the  production  of  wheat,  or  the  more  delicate 
grains  and  vegetables,  and  hence  the  reason 
why  even  the  forest  trees*  on  the  bleak  east 
coast  are  stunted. 

*  But  there  is  no  reason  to  despair.  Read  Franklin's 
second  journey,  and  if  the  expeditions  did  no  other 
good,  they   induced  the   trader  on  the   M'Kenzie,  as 
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Then,  aj]j{ii]i,  this  soil,  wliich  is  not  a  stiff  or 
adherent  clay,  but  a  loose  and  friable  mixture 
of  the  siliceous  and  aluminous  matters,  i'.'4)ibes 
water  too  freely,  and  admits  therefore  of  too 
great  evaporation,  rendering  it  I'eadily  wet 
and  as  readily  dry, — which  in  tlie  hot  and 
sometimes  rainless  summers  of  this  coast, 
where  all  the  moisture  is  carried  to  sea  in  fog 
clouds,  produces  often  the  effect  of  destroying 
the  croi)s. 

It  has  been  i)roved  beyond  contradiction, 
tliat  without  much  consideration  of  the  actual 
component  parts  of  soils,  those  are  invarial)ly 
the  best  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  agri- 
culturist, which  are  "  so  compounded  as  to 
admit  of  the  greatest,  most  minute,  and  most 
immediate  distribution,  diffusion  and  circula- 
tion of  water,  or  rather  moisture,  for  when 
water  is  found  in  such  portions  as  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  soil  which  it  moistens, 
this  will  form,  in  most  points  of  view,  a  watery 
or  bad  soil/' 

Thus  the  lightest  or  the  heaviest  rain  here, 
sinks  immediately  to  the  hard  surface  of  the 
rock  below,  settles  there,  or  finds  its  Avay 
through  its  numerous  fissures,  and  whatever 

high  as  Fort  Norman,  or  within  a  few  degrees  of  the 
Arctic  Circle,  to  cultivate  potatoes,  barley,  and  vege- 
tables. Potatoes  were  ])lanted  at  Fort  Chepewyan  on 
the  21st  May,  barley  on  the  15th,  and  the  garden 
sown  on  the  22nd  ;  and  the  whole  would  be  available 
by  September. 
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smiiU  })orti(m  rernjiins  in  the  soil,  as  soon  as 
the  shower  is  over  in  summer,  flies  by  evapo- 
ration into  the  atmosphere.  The  smoking  of 
the  ground,  as  it  is  called  here,  is  one  of  the 
worst  of  signs  for  the  gardener  or  farmer.  In 
short,  the  soil,  unless  on  sloping  hanks,  or 
near  rivers,  admits  of  no  genial  circulation  of 
moisture  for  the  growth  of  the  plants. 

Too  much  aluminous  matter  or  clny,  and 
too  much  siliceous  matter  or  sand,  are  e({ually 
miproductive;  erne  retains  the  water  till  it  rots 
the  roots,  and  the  other  allows  no  moisture  to 
feed  them.  The  due  mixture  for  a  fertile 
garden  or  field,  appears,  hy  Gioberts'  analysis, 
to  contain  in  one  pound  by  weight — sand, 
3000  grains,  600  grains  of  clay,  and  about 
400  grains  of  lime;  and  Muschenbroek  dis- 
covered that  the  si)ecific  gravity  of  rich  mould 
was  to  water  as  1630.1000. 

There  is,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
settled  parts  of  the  east  coast,  none  of  that 
rich,  natural,  black  land,  caused  by  vegetable 
decomposition  from  successive  decay  of  ages  of 
forest ;  and  the  peat  bogs  are  even  different 
from  those  of  Ireland,  the  country  having  such 
an  universal  system  of  natural  drainage  that 
these  bogs  are  neither  deep  nor  rich  })y  long 
saturation  of  the  sphagnous  jdants  which  sup- 
port them. 

They  are,  however,  the  present  sources  of 
luarmre,  together  with  cods'  heads,  sea-blub- 
ber, and  offal ;  the  ^ases  generated  during  the 
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process  of  putrefaction,  in  the  latter,  deve- 
loping the  latent  properties  of  the  former,  by 
setting  free  the  humic  acid,  which  would  he 
as  readily  but  not  so  cheaply  done  with  lime, 
or  with  the  soda  from  the  burnt  sea-weed,  or 
with  the  potass  from  the  ashes  of  the  wood 
&es,  which  all  the  farmers  and  most  of  the 
poorer  class  burn  instead  of  the  imported  and 
expensive  Sydney  or  English  coal. 

The  principal  food  of  all  plants,  the  above 
matter  and  carbonic  acid  gas,  are  yielded  in 
abundance  by  the  compost  of  the  Newfoundland 
farmer,  which  is  formed  for  some  time  before 
it  is  used;  but  from  want  of  experience,  the 
manure  has  some  substance  in  it  which  ex- 
hausts the  land  too  fast,  and  is  fit  only  for  one 
crop.  Probably  this  excess  is  in  the  undis- 
solved animal  matter,  which  might  be  reduced 
by  a  very  small  quantity  of  fresh  lime. 

Too  much  quicklime,  however,  in  a  compost 
heap,  made  chiefxy  of  animal  matter  and  inert 
vegetable  substance,  would  take  up  too  great 
a  proportion  of  the  carbonic  gases  ;  and  thus  it 
would  be  better,  instead  of  endeavouring  to 
reduce  the  refractory  peat-earth  with  such  a 
stimulant,  rather  to  add  fresh  weeds,  young 
branches  of  the  dog-wood,  and  other  plen- 
tiful shrubs,  fresh  turf,  and  vrood-ashes  or 
sea-weed,  so  as  to  neutralize  the  excess  of 
acid  which  must  remain  in  a  putrescent  heap  of 
such  animal  matter,  frozen  during  a  long  win- 
ter, and  from  which,  after  it  is  spread  over  the 
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fields,  you  see  the  starved  dogs  of  the  country 
picking  out  food. 

Stable  manure  can  only  be  used  in  gardens 
at  present,  as  the  roads,  and  consequently  the 
jiorses,  are  equally  scarce.  The  great  draw- 
back to  the  animal  manure,  is  its  exceedingly 
powerful  stench,  in  autumn,  when  it  is  heaped 
to  promote  chemical  action,  and  in  spring, 
when  it  is  spread  over  the  ground.  Its  in- 
tensity overpowers  those  unaccustomed  to  it; 
and  yet,  as  already  mentioned,  with  other 
animal  decomposition  going  on  in  the  open  air, 
it  does  not  appear  to  affect  the  people's  health ; 
probably,  however,  the  very  high  winds,  and 
the  constant  breeze  of  this  climate  attenuate 
it,  and  carry  it  off  quickly  before  it  becomes 
too  much  mixed  with  the  air.* 

*  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  plants  chiefly  de- 
rive their  germinating  powers  from  the  oxygen  of  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  use  of  dung  is  tlius  olivious,  con- 
sisting as  it  does  greatly  of  muriatic  acid  and  ammonia  ; 
this  blubber,  fat,  and  fish  oil  refuse,  and  must  be  inju- 
rious to  a  soil,  as  fatty  substances  consist  almost  wholly 
of  hydrogen  and  carbon  only ;  the  latter  useful,  the 
former  destructive,  except  to  water-plants.  Nature 
has  departed  from  her  usual  laws  with  respect  to 
aquatic  or  marsh  plants,  which  part  with  oxygen 
freely  and  absorb  hydrogen  greedily,  and  thus  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  vegetable  decomposition,  always 
occurring  in  such  localities,  anel  rendering  them  less 
influenced  by  malaria.  Great  part  of  Newfoundland 
is  covered  by  peat  marsh,  over  which  a  perfect  carpet 
of  aquatic  plants  is  spread,  and  these  convert  the 
VOL.  II.  D 
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The  effect  of  this  manure  upon  new  hind  is 
at  first  very  powerful,  1)ut  soon  ceases ;  and  as 
the  soil  is  so  siliceous  here,  with  a  strong  mix- 
ture of  aluminous  particles,  its  effects  do  not 
last  more  than  one  season,  the  most  enduring- 
part  of  it  being  the  peat,  or  vegetable  portion. 

If  limestone  could  be  obtained  at  hand — and 
it  is  to  be  had  in  Conception  Bay — if  gypsum 
should  be  hereafter  brought  from  the  coast,  near 
the  Bay  of  Bulls,  or  Cape  Broyle,  where  it  is  said 
to  exist  in  great  quantity — even  supposing  the 
formor  +o  be  unfit  for  making  good  building 
lime,  and  the  latter  to  be  chiefly  useful  on 
grass  lands,  an  admixture  of  either  with  the 
poor  soil  will  facilitate  the  operation  of  the 
fresh  manure,  especially  if  the  lime  be  lightly 
ploughed  in,  and  thus  incorporated,  by  slaking, 
with  the  soil  itself,  before  the  fish  manure 
is  used :  nothing,  however,  in  agricultural  ope- 
rations, and  particulai'ly  in  gardening,  requires 
more  nicety  and  attention  than  the  free  use  of 
lime  to  a  soil,  so  as  to  avoid  its  caustic  quality, 
and  to  add  its  virtues  gradually,  where  nature 
has  denied  them. 

Some  of  the  richer  class  here  are  using  lime, 
both  in  their  compost  heaps,  and  on  their 
fields ;  but  as  it  is  all  imported,  either  from 


standing  pools  into  healthy  places,  for  one  seldom  sees 
green  stagr.ant  water  on  them  ;  it  is  blT?k  and  disco, 
loured,  but  not  unhealtl.v  to  live  '^lotre  to  ;  p^Wiaps  tho 
quality  of  the  peat  also  assi'^ts, 


AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES. 


35 


ul  is 
ud  as 
mix- 
.0  not 
iiring 
rtion. 
—and 
rpsum 
:,  near 
is  said 
ng  the 
til  ding 
ful  on 
th  the 
of  the 
lightly 
hiking, 
^laniire 
al  ope- 
iquires 
use  of 
uality, 
nature 

g  lime, 
their 
from 

lorn  see^ 
disco 
iiaps  tho 


Spain  or  Great  Britain,  it  is  too  serious  an 
article  of  expenditure  at  present  to  do  more 
than  to  enable  them  to  test  its  value. 

Kelp  is  also  used,  and  tlie  sea-mud;  but 
neither  is  in  suii^oient  quantity  near  tlie  ca- 
pital, as  the  shores  are  high,  bold  and  rocky, 
and  aiford  no  beaches  of  deposit.  I  saw  a 
very  intelligent  small  farmer,  about  two  miles 
from  Kiver  Head,  using  the  silt  left  it  the 
confluence  of  a  small  river  in  the  harbour  by 
the  tide,  and  he  assured  me  it  was  better  than 
any  other  manure  for  potatoes,  as  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  large  crops  from  it.  There 
is  more  alumina,  and  less  silex  in  this  mud, 
than  in  the  soil ;  and  it  is  not  impossible,  from 
tlie  immense  quantity  of  fish-bone  thrown  into 
the  harbour,  that  it  contains  lime,  also. 

There  is  much  whitish  G;rev  clay  about 
St.  John's,  passing  through  the  usual  gradations 
to  pipe-clay;  but  it  is  of  too  purely  an  alu- 
minous character  to  be  serviceable,  unless 
largely  used  with  lime. 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  by  a  prudent 
use  of  fish-bones,  much  manure  of  a  very 
valuable  nature  might  also  be  gathered ;  but 
the  fisherman's  attention  is  now  so  much  ab- 
sorbed in  preparing  the  fish  for  the  market, 
that  he  thinks  but  little  of,  and  cares  less  for 
what  he  is  only  anxious  to  get  rid  of,  by 
rendering  it  again  to  that  ocean  from  which  he 
drew  it. 

There  are  appearances  of  large  patches  of 
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loam  in  the  rocks  and  alluvial  debris  all  round 
St.  John's,  covering  hollows,  and  in  some  in- 
stances it  has  been  largely  used;  but  it  is 
merely  the  disintegrated  sandstone  already 
mentioned,  coloured  by  iron,  and  answers  no 
useful  purpose,  excepting  that  of  facilitating 
the  cliemical  action  in  the  fish-heaps. 

The  soil  around  the  capital  is,  in  short, 
poor  and  hungry,  requiring  the  yearly  ex- 
pense and  labour  of  manuring,  and  more  fre- 
quent summer  rain  than  it  is  generally  visited 
with,  and  therefore,  in  dry  seasons,  it  is  easily 
exhausted  of  the  little  nutriment  for  the  crops  it 
contains ;  and  yet  with  all  these  drawbacks,  it 
is  good  grass  land,  grows  oats  and  barley 
well,  produces  potatoes  of  the  best  kinds  in 
abundance,  yields  turnips  equal  to  any  other 
soil,  and  furnishes  the  table  with  all  the 
British  esculent  vegetables :  rhubarb  flourishes 
almost  as  well  as  in  Upper  Canada,  and  stands ' 
the  winter  without  covering. 

The  interior  is  better,  and  wherever  the 
variegated  slate  or  the  igneous  rocks  prevail, 
there  the  forest  trees  are  finer,  and  the  land 
and  grasses  better  and  more  luxuriant ;  as  in 
the  former,  the  aluminous  particles  are  more, 
abundant,  and  the  latter  in  their  varieties  mix 
with  all  the  rocks,  and  their  disintegration 
produces  rich  earths.  The  potato  crops  in 
those  regions  are  more  certain,  and  the  arti- 
ficial grasses  flourish  better.  A  belt  of  a  k\ 
miles  round  the  coast,  exposed  to  the  stoniij 


endei 
ellar. 
The 
ast  as 
hallov 
eap 
'eet  ah 
hem  I: 
hich 
f  the 
ome  1 
ato  to 
to  till 
imes 
ore 
ibroad, 

J>ring; 
ieeply 
•re  ver^ 


■» 


AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCES. 


37 


1  round 
ome  in- 
it  it  is 
already 
wers  no 
ilitating 

n  short, 
irly  ex- 
lore  fre- 
\f  visited 
is  easily 
J  crops  it 
backs,  it 
1  barley 
kinds  in 
ly  other 
1  all  the 
ourishes 
id  stands 

ever  the 

prevail, 

the  land 

t;  as  in 

ire  more. 

eties  mis 

tegratioL 

crops  in 

the  arti- 

of  a  fe^i 

.e  stormj; 


ocean  and  its  saline  atmosphere,  is  the  worst 
portion  of  the  eastern  division  of  Newfound- 
land. The  western  side  about  St.  George's 
Bay,  and  as  far  as  to  Ingornachoix  is  pro- 
verbially fertile,  but  sealed  at  present  to  Bri- 
tish enterprise. 

The  season  for  working  on  the  east  and 

south  shore  commences  in  May,  and  the  far- 

Inier's  house  their  last  harvest  late  in  October, 

[or  early  in  November ;  for  after  the  first  week 

jin  the  latter*  month  strong  frosts  occasionally 

iccur,  and  if  the  potato  crop  is  neglected,  it 

is  subject  to  be  nipped  in  the  ground,  which 

•enders  the  root  bitter  when  placed  in  a  warm 

cellar. 

They  usually  dig  the  potatoes  all  at  once,  as 
fast  as  possible,  and  make  long  narrow  and 
ihallow  holes  i.i  the  ground,  upon  which  they 
leap  the  roots  to  a  height  of  two  or  three 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  natural  soil,  forming 
;hem  like  a  long  pile  of  shot,  with  a  ridge ; 

hich  is  then  covered  with  the  haulm  or  stalk 
>f  the  plant,  and  that  again  with  earth  to 
lome  height.  This  is  done  to  cause  the  po- 
tato to  sweat,  or  dry,  before  it  is  again  removed 

ito  the  warm  cellar  or  root-house.  Some- 
times these  heaps,  a  little  more  covered  and 

Lore  carefully  secured,  are  left  all  winter 
ibroad,  to  be  used  as  seed  or  food  in  the 
jpring ;  for  the  frost  does  not  enter  the  ground 
Leeply  in  this  country,  and  the  severe  winters 
fre  very  rare.     A  few  days  from  the  time  in 
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which  I  am  writing,  Fc'l)ruary  15th,  the  liar- 
hour  was  irozcn  sliglitly  over  at  night,  the 
thernionicter  heing  down  to  helow  zero;  it 
broke  up  again  tlie  next  day,  and  was  again 
frozen  for  several  days.  The  middle  of  Fe- 
bruaiy  appears  usually  to  he  the  season  of 
heavy  gales,  strong  frost,  or  silver  thaw,  or  very 
heavy  rains,  and  is  therefore  the  most  trying, 
both  to  the  ground  and  to  the  human  frame. 

The  climate  is  less  severe  on  the  western 
side  of  Newfoundland,  the  land  more  rich,  in 
consequence  (»f  limestone  prevailing  tliere  ;  and 
it  is  now  known  to  be  quite  as  capable  of  cul- 
tivation as  Nova  Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  or  Prince 
Edward's  Island.  It  is  therefore  to  that  por- 
tion that  we  must  hereafter  look,  as  the  seat  of 
a  population  dependent  upon  an  inexhaustible 
field  of  agricultural  resources.  But  with  all 
its  nataral  advantages  in  the  scale,  we  must 
not  allow  it  the  sole  weight ;  for  assuredly  the 
eastern  half  of  Newfoundland  is  cultivable  to 
the  extent  of  supporting  a  population  which 
can  be  gradually  thrown  into  it,  either  for  the 
fishery,  or  for  settlement;  and,  at  this  day, 
notwithstanding  the  constant  fog  of  misstate- 
ment which  has  been  so  sedulously  cast  over 
it,  there  is  no  colony  of  England  which  can 
produce  a  better  fed,  a  healthier,  a  better 
clothed,  or  a  more  ndustrious  and  better  be- 
haved population,  tlian  the  fishermen  settlers 
and  natives  of  Newfoundland.  They  are  a 
people  who  live  upon  the  riches  of  the  sea, 
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mingled,  as  they  now  hap])ily  are  in  some 
,ueasure,  with  the  produce  of  the  earth,  for 
tish  and  potatoes  are  their  usual  and  almost 
only  food.  They  are  beginning,  however,  to 
rear  sheep,  cattle,  and  swine,  and  want,  as 
they  will  all  tell  any  unbiassed  person  who 
takes  the  trouble  to  ask  them,  only  roads  to 
enable  them  to  live  in  actual  comfort,  and  de- 
rive a  return  for  their  severe  and  constant 
toil ;  and  that  agriculture  and  the  fishery  may 
be  carried  on  together,  is,  I  think,  not  a  sub- 
ject of  very  deep  question,  as  we  have  only  to 
turn  our  steps  to  the  Irish,  the  Guernsey  and 
the  Jersey  fishermen  in  the  Bay  of  Chaleur,  or 
to  the  fishermen  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
of  the  coasts  of  British  America,  except  New- 
foundland, to  be  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
fact. 

The  families  of  the  men  can  work  in  the 
fields  whilst  they  are  at  sea ;  they  themselves, 
before  the  fishery  begins,  and  after  it  ceases, 
can  work  also ;  and  there  are  many  intervals 
from  stormy  weather,  in  a  fishery  carried  on 
along  the  shores  in  open  boats,  when  the 
boatmen  cannot  venture  out,  but  he  can  then 
plough,  weed,  harrow,  dig,  or  sow,  attend  to 
his  meadow  or  his  hay-field.  In  proof  that 
this  is  done,  and  largely  too,  let  us  walk  to 
any  of  the  out-harbours  near  St.  John's — to 
Outer  Cove,  Middle  Cove,  or  Torbay.  The 
extent  of  cultivation,  even  on  the  tops  of  the 
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precipitous  coast,  is  amazing;  and  there  arc 
few  more  pleasant  sights  than  those  which  this 
snatching  from  the  wilderness  of  forest  and 
from  the  wrath  of  the  mighty  Atlantic  the 
means  of  a  comfortable  livelihood,  affords  to  the 
contemplative  mind.  Yet,  ask  the  first  iiian, 
woman,  or  child,  you  encounter,  how  they  ob- 
tained these  beautiful  fields  and  meadows, 
they  will  assuredly  reply,  "  Please  your  honoiu', 
we  had  a  bit  of  a  road  made  by  one  of  the 
Assemblies,  after  Sir  Thomas  opened  the  Go- 
vernor's lioad  to  our  place,  and  so  we  can 
bring  the  fish  and  the  butter  and  the  eggs 
and  the  poultry  to  St.  John's;  but  if  that 
road  was  only  finished,  it  is  the  real  farms  we 
would  have." 

And  if  an  Englishman,  accustomed  to  luxury, 
and  to  the  railways  and  bowling-green  roads  of 
his  own  cherished  land,  looks  narrowly  to  ob- 
serve what  kind  of  a  thing  the  hit  of  a  road  that 
these  poor  people  prize  so  much  is,  he  only 
wonders  that,  instead  of  being  able  to  bring 
their  dairy  produce  and  occasional  fish  to 
market,  they  venture  their  legs  and  their  necks 
at  a'l — ^for  they  mostly  use  a  sorry  pony, — the 
said  road  being  partly  finished  only  for  about 
three  or  four  miles  out  of  seven,  the  rest  being 
either  through  a  marshy  wood  barely  opened, 
'  11  of  round  slippery  stones 
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into  consideration  all  existing  roads  upon 
whicli  no  repair  Las  been  performed  to  any 
extent  since  they  were  made,  and  is,  more- 
over, proceeding  rapidly  with  the  laying  out 
of  the  main  road  from  St.  John's  to  Placentia, 
which  will  connect  Conception,  Trinity,  Pla- 
centia, and  St.  Mary's  Bays.  It  is  nearly 
eighty  miles  long,  and  after  going  from  St. 
John's  to  the  end  of  Conception  Bay,  strikes 
across  the  wilderness,  south-westerly,  to  Sal- 
monier  River,  and  thence  to  Placentia;  and 
there  is  to  be  a  conjunctive  lateral  road  to 
Trepassey  and  St.  Mary's. 

This  has  been  long  in  contemplation,  and 
when  completed  will  open  out  a  vast  tract  of 
countrv  for  cultivation,  as  well  as  make  us 
better  acquainted  with  the  interior,  and  inter- 
sect the  whole  province  of  Avalon,  as  the  pen- 
insula between  the  Great  Bay  of  Placentia 
and  that  of  Trinity  is  called. 

The  material  is  everywhere  good,  the  chief 
expense  being  the  bridging  over  of  the  streams ; 
and  we  hail,  with  an  assurance  of  success,  a 
measure  the  most  important  to  the  agriculture, 
the  commerce,  the  military  relations,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  community  of  any  which  has  ever 
been  undertaken  in  the  history  of  this  hitherto 
neglected  colony.  The  opening  of  this  road 
will  revive  the  long  slumbering  importance  of 
Placentia,  a  place  which  the  French  well  knew 
was  of  the  utmost  account;  it  will  create  a 
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town  llioro  n.UMin;  aiul  as  ii  .stcnni-boiit  is  also 
to  Ih;  bruuglU.  lorward,  to  coimoct  tlic  capital 
with  the  thriving  towns  ol*  IIarl>onr  (Jrace, 
caHod  the  lirigliton  orNcwt'onndland,  and  ('ar- 
bonior,  Tort  (k^  (Jraoo,  and  Urigns,  in  C/oncei)- 
tion  Bay,  by  the  way  of  I'ortnga'  I'ovo,  whicli 
is  only  nine  niilos  and  a.  hall'  land  carriage 
from  St.  John's,  the  citizens  of  the  metropolis 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  occasionally  get- 
ting away  from  the  dull  routine  an«l  eternal 
sameness  which,  like  that  of  a  large  ship  on  a 
long  vt>yage,  renders  life  here  rather  mono- 
tonous at  present. 

The  agricultural  society  of  the  capital  have, 
therefore,  an  onerous  task  to  ])erforni.  To  it 
the  population  of  the  wliole  island  will  look 
with  earnest  attention ;  and  as  its  members  arc 
already  very  numerous,  and  consist  of  some  of 
the  princijial  merchants  and  othcial  gerirlemon, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  one  and  all,  forgetting 
personal  feud  and  party  feeling,  will  cheer- 
fully lend  a  hand  in  the  glorious  work,  of 
rescuing  the  country  of  their  residence,  adop- 
tion, or  birth,  from  the  unmerited  obUxjuy 
it  has  so  long  sustained,  arising  out  of  a  chain 
of  circumstances  originating  in  national  po- 
licy, and  carried  on  for  the  very  natural  and 
all-absorbing  desire  of  mercantile  speculation, 
but  now  no  longer  necessaiy,  as  the  Banks  arc 
not  now  merely  the  nursery  of  British  [seamen. 
The  island  has  risen  to  the  rank  of  a  colony  of 
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MORAL     HISTORY. 


CHAPTER  X. 


MOKAL  AND  IHYSICAL  HELATIONS. 


If  we  take  a  good  map  of  the  British  dominions 
in  North  America,  we  observe  that  the  conform- 
ation of  the  territories  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains is  tliat  of  an  immense  basin,  of  which  part 
of  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Hudson's  Jiay 
form  the  bottom;  and  the  :im,  liigher  or  lower, 
stretches,  on  the  one  hand,  into  the  Icy  Seas,  and 
on  the  other,  is  bounded  by  tlie  iron  coasts  of 
Labrador,  Newfoundland,  and  Nova  Scotia, 
whilst  to  the  south,  it  stretches  away  far  into  the 
American  continent. 

On  the  north-east  of  this  basin,  the  land  has 
been  evidently  raised,  and  split  in  long  parallel 
hnes  running  from  north-east  to  south-west,  or 
nearly  in  that  direction. 

The  narrow  channel  between  Cape  Ray,  in 
Newfoundland,  and  Cape  North,  in  the  island  of 
Cape  Breton,  with  the  Isle  of  St.  Paul's  in  the 
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centre,  has  evidently  once  formed  a  part  of  the 
continent,  and  the  exitus  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
was,  most  probably,  as  long  as  this  great  inland 
ocean  or  lake  was  in  existence,  first  effected 
through  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle. 

Wherever  the  countries  of  Canada,  Newfound- 
land, Nova  Scotia,  or  Labrador,  or  any  adjacent 
part  of  the  great  American  continent,  in  which 
these  parallelisms  of  disturbance  prevail,  are 
examined,  it  is  invariably  discovered  that  the 
rocks  of  fusion  form  a  most  prominent  portion  of 
the  chains  of  mountains  or  hills ;  thus  affording 
evidence  that  the  country  has  been  upheaved  by 
them. 

The  line  of  demarcation  is  most  clear  and 
singularly  well  defined  in  Newfoundland,  and 
commences,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  at  Cape 
Ray,  running  in  a  north-easterly  direction  across 
the  country,  to  somewhere  above  the  Bay  of 
Exploits. 

Southward  and  eastward  of  this  line,  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  from  the  labours  of  the  travellers 
and  geologists,  (who  have  passed  over,  however, 
only  a  very  small  section  of  it,  or  have  been  con- 
fined to  the  coast  barrier, )  that  the  trap  rocks  and 
the  primitive  or  early  transition  formations  pre- 
vail, rendering,  as  one  geologist  has  observed, 
that  region  generally  sterile.  His  observations, 
however,  are  balanced  by  those  of  others  who 
have  seen  or  w^andered  farther,  and  so  far  from 
being  sterile,  it  really  appears  that  the  greater 
portion  is  wholly  unknown,  and  that  much  of 
what  has  been  seen  away  from  the  iron-bound 
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coast  to  -svliicL  his  labours  were  restricted,  is 
naturally  a  grazing  country,  and  has  very  fertile 
lands  about  the  innumerable  rivers,  valleys,  and 
lakes.  One  traveller,  Mr.  Cormack,  crossed  the 
island  in  a  low  latitude,  and  saw,  as  he  judged, 
most  if  not  all  the  primitive,  and  many  of  the 
calcareous  secondary  rocks;  these,  it  is  well 
known,  are  not  all  barren  formations. 

Westward  and  northward  of  that  imaginary 
line,  the  secondary  and  later  transition  forma- 
tions are  abundantly  exhibited,  and  the  country 
no  longer  partaking  largely  of  an  arenaceous 
chtiracter,  shews  its  fertility  in  natural  meadows 
or  prairies  of  vast  extent,  in  its  forests  of  fine 
Ithnber,  and  in  its  general  botanical  characters; 
[whilst  all  the  useful  rocks  and  minerals  are,  as  is 
I  usual  everywhere  else,  plentifully  scattered  by 
Ithe  hand  of  nature. 

But  as  we  have  already  touched  upon  these 
I  matters  in  the  geological  chapter,  it  will  be  un- 
necessary to  go  into  geognostic  details,  and  we 
merely  make  this  a  prologue  to  other  matter,  with 
a  view  of  fixing  the  reader's  mind  upon  the  facts 
exhibited  in  the  geological  section,  and  upon  the 
main  intention  of  proving  the  important  physical 
I  relations  of  Newfoundland. 

Drawing  a  line,  therefore,  for  convenience  only, 
Ifrom  Cape  Ray  to  the  head  of  the  Bay  of  Exploits, 
jwe  shall  consider  the  island  in  its  physical  rela- 
Itions,  as  divided  into  these  two  grand  sections, 
leach  containing  about  twelve  millions  of  acres. 

In  the  western,  or  St.  Lawrence  half,  it  has 
[been  seen  that  lime,  coal,  iron,  timber,  and  fodder, 
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with  good  buil(lin;j5  stone,  and  clays  for  brick- 
making,  are  abundantly  bestowed;  iLat  i<s  rivers  I 
abound  with  salmon,  trout,  and  other  iish,  andf 
its  interior  lakes  are  of  such  extent  luid  depth 
that  some  of  them  arc  never  frozen  over. 

These  lakes,  and  many  large  rivers,  keep  up 
continuous    chain   of    communication   with   tL^i 
Atlantic  coast. 

Cod  is  found  everywhere,  as  the  French  fish  .r-l 
mer>  ha  e  proved,  except  along  some  of  tne  north- i 
WL.  cci„  parts,  and  tne  Gulf  is  the  greo.t  rendez- J 
V; ;)  of  herrings  and  mackerel,  as  far  as  the  I 
Alagd;,}.  ->  Islands  and  the  Bay  of  Chaleur,  which  a 
teems   wiih   cod;*  whilst    the    Labrador    coast j 


*  In  an  exploratory  voyage,  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law-  J 
iencc,  I  was  either  present  at  the  catching  of,  or  caught, 
the  under-mentioned  fish  and  sea  animals  : — 


1. 

2. 

S. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 

15. 
16. 


Lobsters. 

Shrimps,  or  prawns. 

Crabs. 

Cod. 

Sea-mullet,  or  trout. 

Lance. 

Bar-fish. 

Salmon. 

Trout. 

Dog-fish. 

Sea-frog,  or  crapaud- 

de-mer. 
Mackerel. 
Scallops. 
Bleak. 
Eels. 
Large  turbot. 


I 


17.  Dabs. 


18.  Halibut. 

19.  Herrings,  (P^o^^'.^d 

20.  Capelin,    j^t^^tj^f "» 

21.  Porpoise. 

22.  White  whale,  or" 

porpoise,  ^^^^, 

23.  Whales,  several  f 

kinds.  J 

24.  Ox-fish. 

25.  Par,    or  spotted  river 

trout. 

26.  Brett,  or  large  plaice, 

27.  Seal. 

28.  Sea-lizard. 

29.  Star-fish. 

30.  Echini,  and  plenty  c! 

small  shell-fish. 
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swarms  with  iish  of  all  the  kinds  known  in  thost^ 
latitudes,  rjid  is  the  country  of  the  seal  and  fur- 
bearing  animals. 

Th(j  distaLoe  between  tlie  shores  of  the  Gulf 
and  these  of  the  Athiiuic  varies  within  this  line, 
but  nownere  exceeds  tl'  ee  hundred  mile,'<,  and  in 
many  places  there  is  little  or  no  land  carriage? 
necessary,  from  tlie  deep  indentations  of  the  great 
bavs  uik'  the  numerous  rivers. 

The  immense  importance  of  the  western  half, 
as  a  place  of  settlement,  having  been  thus  lightly 
touched  upon,  let  us  now  look  a  little  at  its 
political  and  moral  relations. 

St.  John's  being  within  eight  or  ten  days'  .-.oa  • 
voyage  of  the  mother  country,  sailing  ,  '.s'-.iti 
having  gone  to  the  southern  harbours  of  L  ti  i;  ■  in 
ten  days,  and  very  frerpiently  in  a  fortni;Jic;  and 
possessing  also  an  admirable  and  accesf^?-;^  iiar- 
bour,  strongly  fortified  by  nature  as  well  u.s  ))y  art ; 
must  ever  remain  the  grand  depot  of  the  cod 
fishery,  and  the  scene  of  our  naval  arrangements, 
in  conjunction  with  Halifax  and  Bermuda,  for 
operations  on  the  western  Atlantic. 

But  the  southern  coF.sts  of  Newfoundland, 
owing  to  the  violent  currents  caused  by  the 
channel  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  the  variable 
depths  and  deep  chasms  between  the  submarine 
banks,  the  constant  sea-fog,  arising  from  the  cold- 
ness of  the  water  poured  over  these  from  the  icy 
North  and  from  the  frozen  St.  Lawrence,  are 
extremely  dangerous  at  all  seasons  of  the  year^ 
the  prevailing  westerly  wind  adding  to  the  difii- 
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culties  of  navigation  by  its  frequent  boisterous- 
ness. 

On  the  western  side,  the  harbours,  it  is  true, 
are  not  so  frequent  nor  so  spacious,  but  those 
that  do  present  themselves  on  the  southern  and 
best  section  of  that  western  shore  are  grand  and 
easy  of  access,  wliilst  rivers  of  a  magnitude  un- 
known on  the  Atlantic  section  pour  themselves 
into  them. 

As  we  may  fairly  conjecture  that  steam  is  to 
supersede  sailing  for  wai'  purposes,  and  as  it  is 
improbable  that  the  Americans  will  for  ever 
continue  at  peace  with  us,  it  will  be  very  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  protect  our  colonies  and  their 
commerce,  that  we  should  have  the  perfect  control 
of  the  St.  Lawrence.  That  control  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  endeavouring  to  narrow 
as  much  as  possible,  by  so  strenuously  insisting 
upon  their  claim  to  the  disputed  territory,  which, 
with  their  usual  sagacity,  they  foresee,  could  they 
only  obtain  the  acknowledgment  of  it,  (although,  as 
a  matter  of  right,  they  have  just  as  much  claim 
to  it  as  we  have  to  the  empire  of  Japan, )  would 
enable  them  to  border  on  tlie  coast  of  C'anada  so 
nearly,  as  to  stop  up  the  highway  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  communication  with  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick,  whenever  their  settlements, 
which  they  would  then  push  by  every  feasible 
means,  should  become  sufficiently  strong  to  en- 
courage them  to  make  another  claim  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  itself. 

The  control  of  the    St.'  Lawrence  by  Great 
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Britain  was  very  inconsiderately  weakened  by  the 

cession  of  Barnhart's  Island,  in  one  of  the  best 

parts  of  the  inland  navigation ;  and  to  shew  how 

[exceedingly  ready  the  Americans  vere  to  check 

|the  navigation  at  the  outbreak  of  the  disturbances 

n  the  winter  of  1837-8,  I  need  only  observe, 

hat  a  rumour  of  the  intention  of  the  local  au- 

liority  in  Canada  to  erect  a  place  of  security  for 

rms  and  ammunition  at  Cornwall,  but  which  was 

ever  carried  into  execution,  brought  an  imme- 

late  visit  from  the  engineer  officers  of  the  States 

0  Barnhart's  Island,  and  towers  were  talked  of, 
hich  would,  if  erected,  have  p.aralysed  the  navi- 
ation  of  that  part  of  the  river.  The  cession 
ne  altogether,  as  it  was  originally  made,  shewed 
he  profound  ignorance  of  military  matters  and  of 
olitical  rights  which  our  commissioners  laboured 
nder,  and  the  extreme  foresight,  keenness,  and 

|ctivity  of  those  employed  by  the  Americans.    It 

to  l)e  hoped  that  we  have  profited  by  the  severe 

sson,  and  that  we  shall  not,  in  this  more  en- 

ghtened  age,  throw    away    advantages   which 

|ature  herself  has  set  her  seal  upon. 

1  But  still,  let  the  boundary  question  be  decided 
|b  it  may,  the  control  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
Montreal  is  uncertain,  as  long  as  we  only  depend 
upon  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  and  Halifax,  as 
Oaval  arsenals  and  places  of  rendezvous. 

Halifax  most  naturally  and  efficiently  protects 
^e  Atlantic  shores  of  British  America,  and  pre- 
Tents  the  Bay  of  Fundy  from  becoming  the  seat  of 

nierican  maritime  power ;  holding  also  in  check, 
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conjointly  with  Berniii<la,  the  wlioh?  Athmtic 
coast  of  the  Unite<l  Stutos,  upon  wliich  nature 
has  ])estowed  no  equivalents  for  naval  purposes. 

Bermuda,  again,  controls  the  "\>'est  Indies,  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  south  coasts  of  the 
United  States. 

St.  John's  secures,  in  the  event  of  war  either 
with  the  United  States  or  with  European  powers, 
the  cod  fishery  of  the    north-western   Atlantic, 
which  would  supply  the  world ;  but  beyond  this 
it  possesses  no  very  serious  local  advantage,  ex- 
cepting the  rapidity  of  communication  with  Great  | 
Britain,  and  the  fact  of  all  the  settlers  near  it  being 
British  born  or  of  British  descent,  fondly  attached 
to  their  government,    and   comprising  a  hardy 
class  of  men  whose  element  is  the  ocean,  and  who, 
from  the  perils  they  annually  undergo  in  the  scii 
fishery,  are  perhaps  the  most  enduring,  active, | 
and  resolute  race  of  all  the  «^reat  J)ritisli  familv.  fc 

To  effectually  control  the  St.  Lawrence,  tliis| 
population  must  be  extended ;  and  to  keep  up  a 
rapid  and  steady  communication  with  Halifax,^  ^jj^^y  ^Y^ 
Quebec,  Montreal,  Kingston,  and  Toronto,  it  '^vill^i.^j^^jj' jj 
also  be  requisite  to  colonize  and  settle  the  southern 
part  of  the  western  half  of  Newfoundland.     The 
south  coast  is  alr^^^ady  rapidly  settling,  e^'en  undeij 
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But  the  difficulty  in  colonizing  the  west  coastHim^ggr^ji 
consists  in  the  French  claim  to  the  fishery  on  tliel  ^Vood 
shore ;  which  is,  after  all,  only  a  concurrent  oneOto^vn  on 
and  does  not  at  all  affect  the  interior.  H^g  j^j^j^ 

The  magnificent  bay  of  St.  George  seems  as  il| 
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formed  for  the  seat  of  an  extended  p(»puhition. 
It  commands  the  entrance  of  tlie  Gulf;  it  controls 
the  St.  LaAvrence  shores  of  Xova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  with  the  fertile  island  of  Prince 
Edward,  the  Bay  of  Ghaleurs,  and  the  numerous 
hays  and  harbours  of  the  Father  of  rivers,  the 
extensive  fisheries  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Cha- 
leurs,  and  the  Magdalen  islands,  and  secures  the 
Straits  of  Belle  Isle  and  the  whole  Labrador 
coast ;  whilst  it  affords,  by  steam,  a  ready  com- 
inui.'lcation  with  the  Kestigouche  river,  that 
buuiidary  between  New  Brunswick  and  Canada 
which  will  very  soon  become  of  vast  importance. 

For  a  steam  navy,  the  Bay  of  St.  George  pos- 
sesses the  incalculable  advantage  of  inexliaustible 
coal-mines,  as  has  been  already  stated  in  the  geo- 
logical section ;  and  this  coal,  a  part  of  the  great 
[formation  of  Cape  Breton  and  Nova  Sc(»tia,  is 
better  adapted  for  steam  fuel  than  even  the  best 
British  coal. 

The  importance  of  the  coal-mines  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  situated  as 
I  they  are  at  the  entrance  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  coal-fields  of  New- 
foundland immediately  opposite,  must  be  clear  to 
anyone;  and  an  establishment  at  or  near  St. 
George's  Bay  would  secure  these  immense  advan- 
tages, and  render  British  power  and  enterprise 
|iinassailable  in  that  quarter. 

Wood  fuel  is  becoming  very  scarce  in  every 
[town  on  th'"'  Atlantic  border,  and  even  up  as  far 
las  Montreal  •  and  thus,   even  in  a  commercial 
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point  of  view,  the  coal-fields  of  this  region  are  of 
incalculable  value,  and  should  never  be  lost  sight 
of  for  a  moment,  particularly  when  we  reflect 
that  the  geology  of  Canada  does  not  afford  much 
inducement  to  believe  that  that  valuable  mineral 
exists  there  in  any  great  al)undance,  unless,  per- 
haps, a  deposit  shall  be  found  on  the  shores  of  the 
Restigouche  or  in  the  uninhabited  mountains  of 
the  interior  of  Gaspesia, — which,  from  Captain 
Baddeley's*  observations  as  well  as  from  my  own, 
is  not  very  apparent. 

Then,  again,  the  eastern  half  of  Newfound-  [ 
land  depends  for  its  fuel,  its  lime,  its  best  build- 
ing-stone, its  bricks,  and  its  very  woodwork  for 
dwellings,  upon  Nova  Scotia  or  Great  Britain. 
Once  open  the  coal-mines,  establish  a  colony  near 
St.  George's  Bay,  and  cut  a  communication,  even 
if  it  be  only  a  bridle-path,  from  the  head  of  Phi- 
centia  Bay  to  the  Grand  Pond  or  Lake,  and 
settlers  will  follow ;  whilst  all  these  articles  will 
find  a  ready  nmrket  from  a  population  on  the 
eastern  side  already  amounting  to  nearly  100,000, 


*  Tliis  gentleman,  an  officer  of  engineers,  was  employed 
by  the  Government  to  ascertain  the  geological  nature  of 
the  country  near  the  disputed  boundary  and  south-eastern 
frontier,  and  has  given  a  short  account  of  his  observations 
in  the  "  Quebec  Transactions."  He  was  also  employed  B 
upon  the  Saguenay  country,  in  the  (rulf  of  St.  Lawrenco 
and  in  tiie  interior  of  Upper  Canada,  upon  the  same  ser- 
vices— all  with  a  view  to  future  colonization.  We  wish 
he  would  collect  all  his  geological  statements  under  one 
head,  and  favour  the  public  witlj  them  ;  for  they  are  of 
much  importance  and  highly  interesting. 
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— which  number  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern 
division  of  Newfoundland  have  alrejidy,  under 
every  disadvantage,  nearly  if  not  quite  attained. 

It  has  been  urged,  and  very  correctly,  that  in 
the  state  of  the  existing  treaties  with  France,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  occupy  the  shores  of  8t. 
George's,  or  any  other  bay  on  the  western  coast, 
with  towns  or  settlements.  This  is  very  true ; 
l)ut  there  is  really  nothing  whatever  but  a  mis- 
taken notion  of  English  honesty  and  straightfor- 
wardness to  prevent  it,  for  the  treaties  are  silent 
on  the  subject;  and  it  was  owing  to  the  for- 
bearance and  magnanimity  of  George  the  Third 
only,  that  the  British  settlers  were  removed  at  all, 
from  the  desire  that  monarch  had  not  to  give  the 
shadow  of  a  cause  of  quarrel  between  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain  and  France  in  their  pursuit  of 
the  fishery. 

The  French  have  no  exclusive  claim  upon  any 
part  of  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland ;  they  have 
merely  a  concurrent  right  of  catching  and  drying 
fish.  Their  territory  is  defined  and  limited  to  the 
islands  of  St.  Pierre,  Miguelon,  and  Langley,  off 
the  centre  of  the  southern  shore,  and  even  there 
they  are  only  allowed  to  fish  one-half  of  the  sea 
between  those  islands  and  the  main. 

But  even  supposing  there  should  be  a  reason- 
able doubt  upon  the  nature  of  the  declaration  of 
his  Britannic  majesty,  as  appended  to  the  treaty  of 
A'ersailles  in  1788,  the  subsequent  explanation 
upon  the  American  participation  fully  does  away 
with  any  exclusive  claims  to  the  shores  or  land 
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t>r  fishery,  by  either  the  French  or  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  not,  however,  my  province  or  desire  to 
exphiin  or  argue  upon  a  question  fully  understood 
by  our  statesmen,  and  I  confine  myself  there- 
fore to  the  simple  fact.  If  there  are  difficulties 
in  the  way,  negotiation  might  smoothe  them; 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  occupy  now  the  actual  beach 
or  shore  for  drying  fish  in  St.  George's  Bay,  to 
answer  all  the  required  purposes  of  settlement, 
as  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  more  good 
would  ai'ise  by  placing  an  establishment  first 
upon  the  Grand  Lake,  and  endeavouring  to  com- 
mence a  road  thence  to  the  head  of  Placentia 
Bay. 

The  western  hdf  of  Newfoundland  is  an  un- 
known but  very  fertile  country,  possessing  the  use- 
ful rocks  and  minerals  in  abundance;  and  the 
Grand  Pond  or  Lake  has  an  island  in  its  western 
extremity  twenty-five  miles  in  length  by  several 
in  breadth,  with  a  broad  strait  on  each  side  of  it. 
The  climate  is  pure,  healthy,  and  mild ;  the  dis- 
tance from  the  sea  about  fifteen  miles,  over  an 
easy  communication,  which  admits  of  great  fa- 
cilities. 

This  western  half  is,  it  is  true,  separated  from 
the  settled  parts  on  the  east  by  an  untrodden 
wOderness  some  hundred  miles  broad ;  thus,  the 
establishment  of  an  agricultural  colony  would 
have  no  present  connexion,  other  than  might  be 
effected  for  future  settlement,  with  the  rest  of 
the  island.    But  when  the  necessary  roads  shall  be 
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J  f(,rmed,  and  the  agriculturists  shall  have  once 
I  opened  the  country  and  commenced  public  works 
I  which  may  conduce  to  the  future  prosperity  of 
^  that  part  of  the  island,  it  would  be  more  easy  to 

connect  it  than  any  other  isolated  locality,  with- 
^  out  incurring  at  once  the  enormous  expenditure 
I  (tf  opening  a  high  road  across  the  whole  island, 
f  from  sea  to  sea. 

I      Thus  if  we  at  once  attempt  actual  settlement 

I  in  the  interior  of  St.  George's  Bay,  (which,  on  its 

I  littoral,  is  gradually,  from  the  pureness  of  the 

I  climate  and  the  richness  of  the  soil,  with  the 

f  abundance    of  fish   and   the   mineral  resources, 

I  f('rcing   itself  upon   our   notice,    and  positively 

I  going  on,  although  surely  and  silently, )  emigration 

I  -will  be  much  encouraged ;  and  although  the  claims 

I  on  the  mere  shore  for  fish-drying  beaches  may  for 

^  a  time  interfere,  yet  the  island  is  the  property  of 

I  Britain,  and  nothing  can  prevent  the  occupation 

I  of  any  portion  of  it  in  the  interior,  or  even  at  the 

;  mouths  of  rivers  such  as  that  which  flows  into 

I  St.  George's  Bay,  and  which,  although  at  present 

I  barred  by  a  sand  shoal,  may  be  converted  into  a 

i  magnificent  harbour,  for  the  purposes  of  any  future 

I  town  that  shall  arise  there. 

I     All  the  naval  officers  who  have  annually  visited 

M  St.  George's  Bay,  from  the  time  of  Chappell  down 

to  the  present  day,  speak  highly  of  its  beauty 
I  and  the  luxuriance  of  its  shores ;  but  colonization 
I  has  hitherto  preferred  or  been  limited  to  the  rocky, 
I  barren,  windy,  and  iron-bound  coasts  of  the  eastern 
iside  of  the  island. 
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Newfoundland  would  then  at  once  take  a  most 
important  station  umongst  the  North  American  ^ 
colonies  of  Britain,  and  part  of  the  surplus  popu- 
lation of  England,  Scothmd,  and  Ireland,  would 
find  a  home  one  thousand  miles  nearer  to  then 
native  country  than  Canada. 

This  chapter  having  commenced  with  tlio  phy- 
sical relations  of  tlic  island,  or  rather  its  local 
advantages,  we  shall  pursue  the  explanation  of  I 
them,  by  mentioning  the  great  importance  of  an  | 
undertaking  now  in  progress  for  opening  a  com- 1 
munication  between  St.  John's  and  Placentia. 

At  the  head  of  the  great  Bay  of  Placentia  is  a  | 
low  isthmus,  about  three  miles  long,  separating  the 
water  of  that  bay  from  that  of  Trinity,  on  the 
eastern  coast.  Across  this  narrow  neck,  the 
French,  when  in  possession  of  Tlacentia,  formed  a 
road,  or  wooden  way,  on  which  they  drew  their 
boats  over  from  one  bay  to  the  other,  thus  afford- 
ing a  substitute  for  a  canal ;  and  so  strongly  did 
they  feel  the  natural  advantages  thus  afforded, 
that  it  was  with  the  most  jealous  care  and  with 
the  most  prudent  foresight  they  guarded  and  re- 
tained their  long  dominion  at  Placentia,  which 
they  looked  upon  as  the  key  of  Newfoundland. 

Near  this  isthmus  are  several  inlets,  and  from 
the  head  of  these  the  nearest  route  to  the  Grand 
Lake  and  St.  George's  Bay  exists.  Thus  the 
country  in  the  interior  is  everywhere  accessible, 
and  has  been  passed  across  by  a  route  somewhat 
more  northerly, — that  is,  from  llandom  Sound  on 
the  oast  coast,  to  near  St.  George's  Bay  on  the 
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west — by  Mr.  Cormack,  who  said  it  might  easily 
be  traversed  by  horses  and  cattle. 

By  inspecting  the  map,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  province  of  Avalon,  the  chief  seat  of  British 
settlement,  is  very  nearly  an  island,  cut  oflf  every- 
where by  a  considerable  extent  of  sea  from  the  re- 
mainder of  Newfoundland,  excepting  this  narrow 
ridge  separating  the  bays  above  mentioned. 

8ir  Thomas  Cochrane,  one  of  the  most  active 
and  enterprising  of  the  naval  governors  that  New- 
foundland ever  had,  saw  the  importance  of  this 
insulated  tract,  and  endeavoured  to  open  roads  to 
its  littoral  everywhere.  He  projected  that  to 
riacentiii,  which  is  now  again  in  operation,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  the  present  enlightened  Governor 
will  advance  by  every  means  in  his  power.  The 
distance  is  about  ninety  miles,  including  all  the 
windings  ;  and  it  starts  from  St.  John's,  and 
cuts  the  end  of  Conception  Bay  at  Holyrood, 
when  it  proceeds  southerly  to  Salmonier,  an  irdet, 
river,  and  bay,  of  the  great  southern  bay,  St. 
Mary's ;  it  then  takes  a  westerly  course  until  it 
readies  Placentia. 

By  this  road,  the  capital,  the  large  towns  in 
Conception  Bay,  the  thriving  settlements  in  St. 
Mary's  and  Trepassey  Bays,  the  Bay  of  Placentia, 
and  Trinity  Bay,  will  all  be  connected.  Mate- 
rials are  everywhere  abundant,  and  of  the  best 
kind ;  and  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  importance 
of  Placentia,  as  a  central  position,  has  been  already 
too  well  and  clearly  demonstrated  to  need  here 
any  enlargement  upon. 
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Communication  with  Halifax  would,  also,  be 
kept  up  witli  greater  safety  and  speed  by  Pla- 
centia  Bay  than  by  the  more  dangerous  and 
tedious  voyage  round  Cape  llace,  where  two- 
thirds  of  the  wrecks  upon  the  island  occur; 
and  when  tlie  road  is  once  made  practicable  for 
wheels,  no  doubt  the  mail  niiglit  be  depended 
upon  at  St.  Jolin's  at  least  t^vo  days  sooner  than 
at  j)resent.  Navigators  dread  St.  Shott's*  and 
Cape  Race,  owing  to  the  swift  currents  and  in- 
draught, more  than  tliey  do  any  other  parts  of 
the  coast,  and  would  st.jid  boldly  up  Placentia 
Bay  with  winds  that  would  make  them  tremble 
in  sli aping  their  course  for  St.  John's. 

From  tlie  isthmus,  communication  by  land 
would  also  be  had,  through  Placentia,  to  the 
capital  at  all  seasons;  and  thus  tlie  flourishing 
settlements  in  Trinity  Bay  and  in  Bonavista 
ana  on  the  north-east  shore,  would  eventually 
'  btain  that  wliicli  is  now  so  much  a  desideratum 
— a  free  intercourse  with  St.  John's.  Travelling 
would  not  then  be  a  matter  of  extreme  toil  and 
hazard,  and  the  improvement  of  the  sadly  ne- 
glected poor,  in  religion  and  education,  must 
naturally  follow. 

Their  lamentable  state  of  destitution,  in  both 
respects,  may  be  gathered  from  the  reports  of  the 
Ne^vfoundland  and  British  North  American  Society 
for  Educating  the  Poor,  wherein  it  will  be  read 
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*  The  British  Government  are  about  to  erect  a  light- 
house on  this  coast,  at  or  near  Cape  Pino. 
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^vith  extreme  pain,  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
reaching  phices  less  than  a  hundred  miles  from 
St.  John's,  there  are  whole  masses  of  people  who 
live  and  die  in  utter  ignorance  of  evervthinn 
connected  with  those  subjects,  although,  when 
casual  visitors  have  gone  amongst  them,  tliey 
have  expressed  in  the  most  feeling  terms  tlieir 
own  sense  of  their  moral  destitution  and  degra- 
dation. 

To  the  head  of  Placentia  Bay,  then,  must  we  look 
for  a  future  remedy  to  this  evil ;  to  that  spot  we 
must  turn  our  eyes  as  to  the  place  where,  in  the 
event  of  war,  the  packet  station  between  New- 
foundland and  Halifax  must  centre,  and  thence 
our  explorations  of  the  unknown  interior  must 
commence;  whilst  it  must  ])ecome  the  pivot  upon 
which  the  trade  of  that  great  section  of  the  island, 
if  ever  its  geological  and  agricultural  al)ilities  and 
capacities  are  developed,  nmst  turn  : --und  that 
Newfoundland  will  be  a  great  cattle  reailii,,  country 
hereafter,  1  ha^e  very  little  doubt.  Nature,  in 
compensation  for  the  locks  she  has  so  plentifully 
])cstowed  on  the  eastern  half,  has  also  so  mixed 
them,  that  their  disintegration  produces  a  i)ecu- 
liar  soil,  w^ell  adapted  for  the  grasses,  upon  which 
chiefly  tlepend  the  breeding  of  stock. 

The  Canadian  horse,  that  adn\iral)le  and  hardy 
servant  of  man,  should  be  carefully  am'  speedily 
introduced  into  Newfoundland.  Long-li^  ed,  pa- 
tient, enduring  fatigue  and  exposure  to  severe 
cold,  it  as  far  exceeds  the  miserable  pony  now 
used  as  a  race-h(jrse  does   a  worn-out  hackney.. 
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and  when  the  great  roads  are  opened,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Legishiture  will  offer  bounties  for 
its  successful  introduction.  This  breed,  crossed 
with  the  American  slighter  and  taller  race,  so 
much  employed  in  Upper  Canada,  is  preferable  to 
the  very  stunted  pony  of  the  Canadian  French ;  it 
looks  as  well,  and  has  every  good  quality  of  the 
other  without  its  extreme  diminutiveness. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  disquisition  upon  the 
military  advantages  derivable  from  the  important 
bay  and  position  of  Placentia,  as  it  would  not  be 
interesting  to  the  general  reader,  and  the  object 
of  the  work  is  foreign  to  such  j)rofessional  matters. 

But  the  importance  of  establishing  very  speedily 
a  steam  communicition  with  Great  Britain  is  be- 
coming every  day  more  obvious,  and  it  has  all 
along  appeared  to  me  that  liacentia  is  the  point 
of  termination  for  a  packet  to  ply  from  Halifax, 
until  the  island  shall  be  rich  enough  to  have 
a  steam  communication  direct  with  Ireland  or 
England. 

Until,  however,  the  road  is  fully  and  well- 
opened  between  St.  John's  and  Tlacentia,  perhaps 
it  will  be  as  well  to  look  upon  tlie  former  as  the  only 
port  oi'  connexion  between  England  and  Halifax, 
by  Cunard's  line,  although  the  natural  position  of 
its  fine  harbour  affords  every  facility  for  a  direct 
intercourse  in  a  much  shorter  space  of  time,  with 
the  mother  country.  Sailing  vessels  make  the 
homeward  voyage  sometimes  in  ten  days  to 
Ireland,  and  a  steamer  of  power  woidd  reduce  it 
to  little  more  than  a  week. 
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When  Newfoundland  becomes,  as  it  will,  (for 
it  requires  no  prophetic  powers  to  say  so,)  a  vast 
v;(ttlenient  of  British  people,  no  doubt  that  llalilux 
will  discontinue  the  privilege  it  now  enjoys,  of 
being  the  great  mail  route,  as  many  days  are  ne- 
cessarily lost  by  adopting  it ;  and  8t.  John's  will 
k'  the  port  to  which  steamers  will  proceed  with 
the  mail  for  Newfoundland  direct  from  Britain, 
liv  that  time,  and,  indeed,  long  before  it,  the 
British  colonies  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Bruns- 
■wic'k  must  have  arisen  to  a  sufficient  importance 
to  maintain  a  iiourishing  commerce  with  New- 
tbundland;  and  then  the  port  of  Tlaccntia  will 
form  the  mail  station  and  entrepot  between  the 
North  American  colonies  and  this  island. 

At  present  our  views  must  limit  themselves  to 

St.  John's,  the  trade  with   the  mother  country 

I  being  just    now  scarcely   sufficient    to  admit  of 

Newfoundland  having  more  than  one  steam  packet 

[harbour  of  its  own. 

It  is,  however,  very  obvious,  that  a  colony  like 

[this,  yearly  augmenting  in  i)opulation  and  in  wealth, 

whose  present  trade  with  home  annually  amounts 

to  vast  sums,  as  we  shall  hereafter  state,  and  which 

lemploys  her  ships  and  sailors  to  so  great  an  amount, 

Ishould  be  as  much  favoured  as  her  other  colonies 

lare,  and  should  not  be  restricied  in  mercantile 

[transactions  to  a  monthly  mail  with  Halifax,  for 

several  months  in  each  year;  conveyed,  too,  in 

little  sailing  vessels,  which   are  often  longer  in 

reaching  St.  John's  and  Halifax  than   Cunard's 

steamers  are  in  crossing  the  broad  Atlantic,  and 
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thus  frequently  delaying  the  tninsmission  of  re- 
plies to  letters  iinuther  month,  owing  to  their 
missing  the  regular  return  steani-))ackets. 

Thus  mercantile  transactions  renuiin,inthemo,st 
importa'^t  seasons,  Avhen  the  fish  and  oil  are  at 
market,  '  .uch  in  the  same  state  as  they  were 
bef<jre  a  nuiil  or  a  post-office  existed,  and  all  tlio 
business  was  transacted  by  private  and  transient 
vessels.  80  great  is  the  delay  during  ^he  winter 
months,  and  frequently  also  in  summer,  when  the 
mail  goes  every  fortnight,  that  the  merchants  still 
prefer  advising  by  private  ships,  and  thus  the  post- 
office  and  packet  service  is  embarrassed.  If  there 
were  a  regular  steamer  from  St.  John's  to  Halifax, 
to  meet  Cunard's  line,  the  merchants  and  everv- 
bodv  else  would  be  crlad  to  avail  themselves  of  it, 
and  tlie  post-office  revenue  would  be  vastly  in- 
creased. 

It  is  at  the  opening  and  closing  of  accounts  in 
the  spring  and  fall  of  the  year,  that  speedy  intel- 
ligence of  the  state  of  the  markets  is  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  Newfoundland  merchant ;  and, 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  is  it  not  e([ually  clear 
that  the  relations  with  London  should  be  as  rapid 
as  possible,  when  the  w^orld  at  large  is  in  a  state 
of  feverish  excitement  after  an  almost  unexampled 
period  of  repose  ? 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1841,  to  get  up  a 
steam-navigation  company  here  at  St.  John's,  but 
it  failed,  from  causes  Avhich  were  obvious  on  tlie 
spot,  but  not  interesting  to  the  British  public;  and 
^Ir.  Tobin,  the  spirited  and  enterprising  founder  ut 
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the  first  muil  to  this  islniul,  in  1840,  had  pre- 
viously furiiishtHl  two  sailing  vessels,  and  obtained 
a  rej^'ular  contract  with  the  Government. 

Tliis  contract,  however,  was  not  to  be  of  lorig 
duration,  and  is  near  its  term,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  Sir  John  Harvey,  with  his  accustomed 
activity,  is  already  in  correspondence  with  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
authorities  at  home,  upon  this  highly-important 
subject,  and  will  most  probably  succeed  in  some 
arrangement,  l)y  which  a  steam  mail-boat  between 
St.  John's  and  Halifax  will  be  established. 

Only  one  steamer,  the  Spitfire,  a  man-of-war 
packet,  has  ever  Ijeen  seen  in  Newfoundland 
harbours,  and  so  great  was  the  novelty,  when  she 
arrived  in  November  of  1840,  that  crowds  of 
persons  assembled  daily  to  see  her.  She  was  sent 
to  convey  a  detachment  of  troops  from  Halifax, 
on  her  way  to  England. 

The  physical  advantages  of  Newfoundland  it 
will,  we  trust,  be  now  known,  are  very  great,  and 
I  from  the  peculiar  circumstance  of  its  insularity, 
and  its  ancient  connexicms  with  the  mother  country, 
it  possesses  the  moral  advantage  of  a  population 
essentially,  and  without  any  admixture,  British ; 
it  holds  the  key  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  commands 
Ithe  fisheries  of  the  north-western  Atlantic,  secures 
jQuebec,  and  ofiers  a  field,  on  its  western  section, 
fur  any  amount  of  population  which  can  be  thrown 
pnto  it ;  wdiilst  its  eastern  half,  hitherto  so  much 
ibused,  it  is  now  clear,  can  not  only  by  its  shore 
Isliery  alone  comj)ete  with  rival  powers  in  the 
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European  and  West  India  trade,  but  can  support 
tliat  tislicry  by  maintaining  the  men  employed,  iu 
addition  to  the  M'holesome  food  derived  from  the 
sea,  by  its  agricultural  resources. 

These  are  not  things  stated  merely  at  random, 
or  with  a  view  only  to  disprove  the  absurd  and 
interested  statements  which  have  gone  al)roa<] 
for  ages  respecting  this  ancient  colony;  for  the 
authin'  has  no  desire  to  combat  those  statements, 
and  he  is  perfectly  independent  of  any  local  pre- 
judices, being  wholly  unconnected  with  party  or 
persons  in  it,  and  lla^'ing  no  intention  of  staying 
long  at  the  island.  He  is  desirous  oidy  to  prove 
to  the  British  reader  that  Newfoundland  will,  at 
no  very  remote  period,  become  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  important  possessions  of  the  Crown, 
as  it  is  alreadv  the  most  ancient  and  one  of  the 
most  valualde.  It  is,  in  fact,  to  British  America 
what  England  is  to  Europe  and  to  Asia,  the 
sea-girt  fortress  in  which  the  destinies  of  those 
immense  and  wonderful  regions  must  hereafter 
be  regulated  and  controlled.  So  long  as  our 
time-ho^^oured  flag  floats  over  the  ocean,  so  lon,2 
wdll  Newfoundland  remain  as  a  second  Britain  td 
North  America. 

Nature,  in  short,  seems  to  have  intended  a 
similar  design  for  this  great  ocean  island, — the 
only  one  existing  from  the  frozen  North  to  the 
frozen  South,  along  the  immediate  Atlantic  coast 
of  America, — which  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of 
one  of  the  longest  of  American  rivers,  draining  ii 
country  inhabited  by  men  who  are  carrying  civili- 
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Ziitiun  and  sci(3nce  t*)  tlieir  ultimate  limits,  in  a 
climate  healthy  to  a  ])roverb,  and  unsliackled 
and  unembarrassed  either  bv  the  claims  or  the 
presence  of  the  aboriginal  possess(»rs. 

All  tliat  a})pears  to  be  required  to  remler  Xew- 
ibundland    more     conifortal)lv    halntable    is    the 
formation  of  immediate  settlements  on  its  ^ve;^tern 
side,  roads  and  communications  inland,  and  the 
introduction   of  steam-buats.     These   ;ire  bcu-in- 
iiing,  however,  to  appear,  as  a  compau}'  has  been 
formed  to   place    one   in   Conccjition   liay,    ;md 
when  once  these  precursors  of  population  1)ecome 
li-abitual,   a  vast  change  in  puljlic  sentiment  and 
in  private  opinions  will,  no  dou])t,  take  place ;  for 
facility  of  intercourse  will  remove  ancient  pre- 
judices,  and  instead   of  every   ^lass   and   e^'ery 
profession,  I  may  say,  striving,  in  a  little  capital, 
to  put  in   advance   its   peculiar  notions  for  the 
government  of  the  colony,   which  it  was  vfiinly 
imai]fined  must  follow  in  the  wake  of  such  dis- 
sonant  and  discordant  counsels  and  commands, 
the  power  and  pre-eminence  of  a  regularly  con- 
ducted system,  l)ased  upon  that  which  may  be 
,  fixed  on  for  the  continental  colonies,  will  alone  be 
felt  and  alone  be  followed. 
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CHAPTER    XL 

GOVERNMENT    AND    POLITY. 

It  had  heretofore  been  tlie  policy  of  the  Home 
Government,  to  entrust  the  adininistrtition  of 
affairs  in  NewfoundUind  to  a  high  naval  officer,  in 
consequence  of  its  having  heen  necessary,  whilst 
the  banks  supplied  seamen  to  the  British  navy, 
that  a  squadron  or  force  should  rendezvous  at 
St.  John's. 

Since  the  extensive  works  at  Bermuda  have 
been  undertaken,  that  island  is  found  more  con- 
venient, in  conjunction  with  Halifax,  for  the 
seats  of  naval  power,  as  it  eifectually  renders  the 
dispjitch  of  ships  to  the  AVest  India  stations  and 
the  American  Atlantic  coast  of  easier  command. 
For  many  years  back,  therefore,  no  admiral  or 
officer  of  superior  rank  in  the  navy  has  had  the 
government  of  Newfoundland,  which  has  been 
usually  entrusted  to  a  captain,  whose  supervision 
was  restricted,  in  naval  matters,  to  an  annual 
frigftte  or  so,  which  the  admiral  on  the  Nortli 
American  station,  an  officer  of  high  rank  and 
great  responsibiUty,  sent  to  protect  the  fishery 
on  the  coasts  of  the  island. 
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A  new  order  of  things  having  taken  phice  in 
Canada,  by  which,  in  all  pr()l)ability,  tlie  Ministry 
were  guided  in  their  subsequent  views,  a  military 
officer  of  high  rank,  of  extensive  knowledge  in 
colonial  affiiirs,  and  who  had  administered  the 
governments  of  two  adjacent  colonies,  was  se- 
lected early  in  1841,  to  proceed  to  Newfound- 
land, then  in  a  state  of  great  excitement,  from 
the  disputes  between  the  Houses  of  Assembly  and 
Council. 

His  Excellency,  however,  who  had  been  nomi- 
nated in  the  spring  of  1841,  did  not  reach 
St.  John's  until  the  IGth  of  September,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  having  proceeded  from  his  former 
government  to  London,  where  his  instructions 
awaited  him. 

Scon  afterwards,  the  present  Minister  for  the 
Colonies,  under  the  impression,  no  doubt,  of  the 
vast  importance  of  finally  settling  a  fixed  system 
of  colonial  government,  sent  out  a  most  able 
diplomatist  to  Canada,  from  whose  proceedings, 
questionless,  the  mode  of  action  towards  the  other 
British  North  American  provinces  may  be  in- 
ferred. His  line  of  policy  may  be  surmised, 
from  Sir  Charles  Bagot's  answer  to  the  address  of 
the  Johnstown  district,  which  is  here  extracted 
from  the  Kingston  Chronicle  and  Gazette,  of  March 
16th,  1842:— 
s  ''Gentlemen, — For  that  portion  of  your  address 
which  expresses  your  congratulations  on  my  arri- 
val in  Canada,  and  your  confidence  in  myself 
personally,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks. 
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"  The  (itlu'i*  siil>)0('ts  to  wliioli  you  iilhulc  arc  (if 
l^rcat  iin]Kti-taiic(\  You  >'lat('  that  lor  the  hist 
ll'w  yeai's,  you  hiive  "witnessed  a  series  of  pro- 
eeeiliugs  on  the  part  of'tlie  (Joveriiinent,eah'ulate(l 
t(»  injure  and  diseoura<i;e  tlie  k»val  and  resiieetable 
iulnihitaiits  of  your  distriet,  and  to  henetit  those 
whose  loyalty  is  suspeeted,  or  who  have  shewn 
themselves  to  be  factious  ])artisans.  These  are 
eharires  of  the  lu'ravest  character,  which  I  regret  to 
see  brouii'lit  forward  on  such  an  occasi(»n.  Un- 
willing as  1  am  in  this  ])lace  to  notice  such  a 
inatter,  I  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  Avere  1 
to  })ass  it  by  without  declaring  my  conviction 
that  no  oihcer  hohling  the  honourable  and  re- 
sponsible p(>sition  of  her  Majesty's  representative 
could,  in  the  discluirge  of  his  duty,  have  been 
actuated  by  any  other  feeling  than  a  desire  to 
])romote  the  ]vublic  welfare,  and  to  maintain,  to 
the  best  of  his  ability,  the  authority  of  the  British 
CroAvn  and  the  connexion  with  the  mother 
count  rv. 

''  You  then  call  on  me  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Buell  during  the  years  1837  and 
1838,  with  a  view  to  his  removal  from  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  your  district.  In  answer,  I  feel 
bound  to  state  that  although  I  shall  be  at  all 
times  ready  and  anxious  to  inquire  into  any  spe- 
citic  charges  which  may  be  brought  against  the 
official  conduct  of  any  servant  of  the  Crown,  I  see 
no  sufficient  rounds  for  interference  in  this  in- 
stance.  Mr.  Buell  was  appointed  by  the  ad- 
ministrator of  the  Government,  in  the  exercise  of 


the  ai 
hy    h. 
cliaj-gi 
and  ir 
eonsei 
invest 
any  ])i 
'"  1 
von  '  \ 
iiatiom 
''xclusi 
Majest 
most  ]) 
tril)uti( 
vernme 
party,  i 
that  it 
1  am  d( 
this  pi" 
the  coi 
therefbi 
task,   a 
gone  di 
you  adi 
bane  of 
your  m 
fo]'  the 
your  1( 
ieliow-s 
was  by 
(lepende 
wealth 


I 


COVERNMKNT  AND  POMTY 


71 


lust 
wo- 
itcd 
iible 
iiosc 
own 
are 
}tto 
llii- 
:li  a 
ire  1 
'tion 
I  re- 
itivc 
been 
re  to 
n,  to 
itish 
ther 

con- 
aiul 

office 
feel 

it  nil 
spe- 

t  the 
I  see 
s  in- 
ud- 

ise  of 


the  niithoritv  eominitte<l  to  liiin  by  the  law  and 
by  her  Majesty's  commission.  You  hi'iiiu'  no 
ciiarL^e  a,uainst  Mr.  Ibiell,  in  his  official  caj)a('ity, 
iuid  in  the  absence  of  such  chari!;e,  I  can  U(!ver 
consent  to  sul>ject  to  the  general  and  retrospective 
investi<ration  which  y<»u  recpiest  the  conduct  of 
iiiiy  ])ublic  officer  in  this  country. 

"  1  observe  with  pleasure  your  dechu'ation  that 
you  '  Avholly  repudiate  all  selfish,  all  factious,  all 
national,  all  religious  distinctions,  animosity,  and 
exclusion;'  and  tliat  'you  desire  to  see  all  her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  country  enjoying  the 
most  ])ei'fect  toleration  and  erpnility,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  th(!  ])ntronage  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment confuied  to  no  particular  section  or 
party,  religious  or  political.'  You  may  1)0  assured 
that  it  is  in  accordance  with  these  principles  that 
1  am  determined  to  a<lminister  the  government  of 
this  province,  and  that  in  so  doing  I  but  execute 
the  commands  I  received  from  the  Queen.  I 
therefore  call  on  you  to  co-operate  with  me  in  my 
task,  and  with  that  view  to  lay  aside  those  })y- 
gone  dissensions  and  party  distinctions  to  which 
you  advert,  and  which  have  heretofore  been  the 
bane  of  this  fine  province.  1  call  on  you  to  turn 
your  minds  to  the  practical  measures  necessary 
for  the  improvement  of  the  country,  and  to  j)rove 
your  loyalty,  and  earn  the  gratitude  of  your 
fellow-subjects,  by  making  this  province  what  it 
was  by  nature  intended  to  be — the  most  valuable 
dependency  of  the  British  Crown — a  source  of 
wealth  in  peace,  and  a  means  of  strength  in 
war." 
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1  h;i\o  livrd  m;inv  vt>;irs  in  tli;i(  splciKlid  colon v, 
and  porlnips  Inivc  ns  inlininlii  iin  jn'»|U!iinl:inc(' 
williil  asuhnost  any  j<(Mson  conld  luivo  a(M|nir«>d  ; 
and  1  ilo  not  lu'si*!(l(»  to  say,  lliat  tin'  lino  ol" 
noliov  doi'larc*!  in  tlio  t'oroiroini;"  address  is  tho  trno 
ono.  l>v  wliioli  it  and  all  tlio  (»llnM- pi(>\  incos  shonld 
he  uovornod.  A  liiin  dolonninalion  to  u|>holil 
tho  powor  o(  \\\c  (^\wcu,  niixod  with  an  (Mjnally 
nnlliiu'liinu'  and  nnwavorini;'  iloliMMnination  to 
do\olt>p  tho  rosonnus  ol'tho  t-onntiy,  and  \\^  Inrn 
a  doat' I'ar  to  party  pivtonsion  ov  clainom,  will 
aloiuMh>.  Thoro  is  no  nuMlinnu'*>nrso.  Mr.  lincll, 
tho  poi">on  who  drow  foi'th  tho  answ(M*,  wi>nld  ni>! 
havo  boon  tho  oornpant  ol"  ollioo,  had  tin'  njorits 
ot'tho  oaso  alono  Invn  oonsnltt'd;  l»nf  Sir  ('harh\s 
Uaii<>t  tonnd  him  installed  ;  and  t*^  niako  his  an 
(\)  post  fhcfo  oaso  ol'  pnnishmont  would  have 
instantly  (anharrassod  his  I'ntnro  (K\sii!:ns.  It  hap- 
pilv  cavo  him  a  tii\o  opi>ortnnity  of  (K'olarinii;  tlu' 
intentions  ot'  tho  MinistvM',  who  is,  without donht, 
as  oinnorsant  with  colonial  matters,  particularly 
with  tlu^so  of  Canada,  as  it  is  possible  to  lind  a 
i^tatesmau  to  be. 

The  Lciiislature  of  Newloundlaud  had  been  (lis- 
solved  previously  fo  his  Excellency's  arrival,  its 
quadrennial  session  having  c,»)ncluded. 

This  ishuul  is  now  therefore,  in  May  1842, 
without  the  usual  legislative  bodies,  time  having 
boon  givon,  as  it  is  conjectured,  for  tho  Governor 
to  fultil  his  commission,  by  examining  minutely 
into  tho  real  state  of  tho  province. 

His  ExcoUoncy  is  Govornor,  Vice- Admiral,  and 
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('(>inm:in(l(M'-iii-<'irKT(»rN('wrMiiri(ll!iinl  iiikI  tlic  liii- 
bi\",<l(U'  slidfc,  :iii<l  holds  I  lie  iiiilitjii'y  (mhiiimmikI  (»!" 
llic  Iroitps,  wliicli  \v!is  not  ,iz;iv('ii  to  his  riiiviil  piM!- 
(h-ccssoi's,  l»iif,  u'liich.  lor  ohvioiis  mimI  ricccssury 
iciisoiis,  is  (M'Fitrcd  in  hiin.  \\v  liiis  n  piiviifr 
sccrctiirv,  !iM«l  :iii  jiid-dc-cuini),  Jiiid  is  ;issist<'d  in 
the  pi'oviiiciid  duties,  hy  ;i  pi-oviiirinl  S('('!'(,'t!iry, 
who  has  ail  cstahlishcd  o|li<M'. 

The  j>rivatt'  sccictiii y's  is  a  post  of  niiicli  im- 
poiiniicc,  and  llic  hcnclit  of  the  af'i'anL!;('ni('nt,  was 
so  W(dl  nndi'rst<»od  in  ('aiiada,  that  lor  many 
vcai's  l)a(d\,  both  tlu*  (Iov«'rnor-( Jcncnill,  and  the 
i>i(Mit('nant-(iov('r!ior  of  Ujipci-  ( 'aiiada,  had  a,  \n\- 
vatc  secretary,  who,  of  hit^;,  has  nsuully  lu.M'n  se- 
leeteil  iVoni  the  ('(tioniid  ()nie<',as  l)ein<^  well  v<'rsed 
ill  colonial  alVairs,  and  in  the  !"oiitin<' of  ojliee.  TIk; 
jireseiit  (i(>vernoi'ol'  Newfoiindlan<l  isconnnissioiiei* 
as  well  as  n'overnor,  and  thus  is  of  con rse  enaM(Ml 
to  carry  out  his  own  views,  and  tht;  views  ol"  the 
Secretary  of  State,  witliont  hiivi?i,L(  ruconrse  to 
the  pM])lic  ollices  of  the  colony,  thus  pn;ventin;^ 
the  canviissini!;  of  pi'ojects;  which  may  or  may 
not  he  adopted.  in  all  im[)ortant  coloni(is, 
there  should  be  ii  private,  as  w(;ll  as  !i  provincial 
secretary;  tlu^  former,  avcII  acf^uainted  with  the 
policy  of  the  c.oh)nial  ollice;  the  bitter,  with  that; 
of  the  cohmy  ami  its  resoui'ces;  so  that  b(;tween 
the  two,  tlie  governor  is  always  a])le  to  form  his 
inoasures  luonj  easily. 

The  ('oiuicil,  somewhat  dilFerently  froui  that  of 
nil  the  contiiuMital  cob)nies,  has  the  ex(!cutiv(5  and 
legislative  functions  united,   and  consists  at  \mi- 
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sent  of  live  nni('i;il,  iiud  lour  other  iim'iiiIkm's,  three 
heiiiL!;  h'lKliiiu:  iiu  rehniits,  and  the  other  a  bar- 
rister.  (M'tlie  nine  meiulters,  seven  are  Protestants, 
and  t\V(»  are  Konian  Catholies;  of  whieh  nninlier, 
one  Iloman  Catliollc  is  an  olViee-hearer — viz.  the 
colonial  treasurer.  It  is  understood  that  tliese 
lunctions  will  he  se])arated,  as  in  Canada. 

'riu>  «»lVicers  ol"  tlie  l.e.irislative  Council,  are  a 
'.'lerk,  niastt'r  in  ("lumcery,  and  irentlenian-uslier 
v{'  t\\o  hiack  rod,  with  (h)(»r-lveeper,  nu'ssen,^er, 
and  assistant-nu'ss(Miirer. 

The  Kxecntive  Council  lias  :i  clerk,  the  ])ro- 
vincial  sccn^tarv,  -vvho  is  one  (»!'  tlie  hody.  'I'lio 
councilhn's  are  not  ]>aid  as  in  Canachi. 

The  lIiHisc  of  Assenildy  consists  ol'  tit'teen 
nuMubers : — 

T!iro(>  for  the  district  of  St.  .lolin's. 

Four      Conception  U;iy. 

One       Trinity  Hay. 

Ono      lionavista  Bay. 

One      Fofio. 

One      Ferryland. 

Two      IMaeentia  and  St.  Mary's. 

One       l^urin. 

One      Fortune  Bay. 

The  house  had,  for  its  officers,  a  clerk,  assistant- 
clerk,  and  serjeuiit-at-arnis,  with  door-keeper  and 
messenirer. 

In  this  house,  in  its  last  sessioii,  there  was 
only  one  otHce-bearer,  the  Solicitor-general.  The 
Protestants  numbered  six,  and  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, nine.     The  General  Assembly  was  lirt«t 
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IohikIimI  ill  l<S.')2,  wiid  nut,  lor  I  lie  lirsl  time  on 
tli(!  1st  (»r  .liimiMfy  IS.'I.');  its  si(tiiiii:s  wci'cmjuji- 
ilrciiiiiiil. 

It  is  not  my  intent  ion  t(»  <!<'sciint  n|>on  tin; 
iniliii|>|\y  stiitc.  ol"  tliin;2S  uliicli  liiis  existed  since, 
llie  le.n'isliitive.  Ixxlies  ciune  into  iictivity.  I  lie 
Ijist  session  wms  the  only  one  wliicli  I  observed, 
and  tliiit  merely  lor  the  jiei'iod  of  n  le^/  weeks, 
liiiviiiL!:  recently  jiiT/ved  ]ivir,.  It  w;is,  however, 
as  stormy  its  usnid,  and  iis  l»et'o]'e  mentioned,  iniiy 
lie  best  dniructeii/ed  in  !i  lew  wonjs,  l>y  mei-ely 
statinii:,  that  the  llousi;  of  Assembly  nnmnfactiii'ed 
hills  as  thick  as  hail,  and  iIk;  L<\!.nsliitiv(!  Coimc/il 
swamped  tiicm  as  rapidly  us  li<rlitnin,i^. 

One  of  the  Ikonnin-catholic  ]nend)ei"s  for  Con- 
ccjttion  liay  died  din'in,!;'  the  s(;ssi()n,  Jind  two 
candidiites  having  started  foi'  tlii!  viieimt  seut, 
the  towns  of  (/arboniei*  and  lljirboni'  (ii'jice  be- 
came the  scenes  of  some  tumnlt  nous  (jlcctioneering 
proceedings,  which,  Inivini^  ])een  carried  so  iUr  as 
to  cause  destruction  to  a  house,  and  a  serious 
personal  injury  to  a  liighly  respectabh;  merchant, 
and  other  brtiaches  of  the  public  jxiace,  a  deta  h- 
incnt  ol'  troops  was  sent  irom  St.  John's,  in  the 
(l(>pth  of  winter,  hy  sea,  ro  maintain  the  law,  and 
it  has  ever  since  remained  there.  The  candi- 
dates were  both  Uom.an  Catholics,  but  of  the 
different  parties  wlio  are  said  to  al)et  or  oppose 
the  political  management  of  the  priesthood. 

The  scenes  of  exciteiuent  on  these  occasions 
formerly  in  St.  John's  were  represented  as  very 


•<; 


COVr.llNMKNT  AND  POI.IIY. 


rtlaniiiii'j:,  jiml  tlu'  tr»>ops,  iu  tlu'  l;ist  iiisliUMM*  of 
mi  ('l<«'ti<>n  lu'n\  woic  kept  coiistiintly  on  tlic 
tjiii  rin>  .•  l»!jt  iiotliiiiLi;  ]\\n\v  sci'ioiis  tliun  rlt'cliit!! 
(*\('ittM)l(MltS  huM"  ("\tM'  »u'iMnr»Ml  cxccpf  lit  (':ii'- 
bonicr. 

'\\w  iiuMultcrs  who  luf  ("Ici'lcd  l""»r  (lie  scvcM'mI 
•listrirts  an*  nMjuiicd  to  have  luvn,  tor  two  yoai's 
pivvioiisly  i*^  the  (lay  ot'clcction,  cither  as  huidloid 
or  ttMiant,  in  possession  of  a  (Iwcllinir-hoiisc ;  they 
must  ht»  natural  horn,  or  naturalized  sul>j(M'ts  dl" 
the  l»ritish  erown,  twenty-oue  years  ot'  a^e,  (»!" 
sound  mind,  and  uneonvieliMl  of  any  iidainous 
crime. 

This  is  surely  extensive  (Mjoui^h  in  all  n^ason ; 
but  the  ((ualitieations  of  an  eh'ctor  luv  still  more 
so,  tor  tlu  y  ww  tho  sam(\  hut  with  the  addition  of 
one  vtMir's  rosidenee,  asownor  or  tenant  of  a  dwell- 
iuiT.  hiMUii"  sutVieient. 

From  this,  amountiuij:  to  almost  universal 
sulVraije,  it  has  Ihumi  asserted,  by  the  o|)ponents  ot" 
the  ehartiM'  whieh  eonstitut(Ml  the  legislature, 
arise  all  the  dillieulties  under  which  Newfound- 
laud  labours. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  ptn'sons  opj)os(Ml  to  the 
meieantocracy — which  had  been  hitherto,  in  con- 
se(|uence  of  the  island  being  merely  a  station  for 
the  tisherv,  the  real  rulers  of  it,  and  had  become 
connected  with  several  oi'  the  leadinir  and  subor- 
dinate  resident  otbcials,  who,  verv  naturally,  had 
no  desire  to  be  disturbed,  either  iu  their  otttces  or 
their  power — say  that,  until  the  natives  and  the 
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l(';i(liiiir  |Mio|»Ii'  (tl"  the  lloiiiiiii-ciitliolic,  persuasion 
■Mil  )L[i\\\  :i<liiiissi(t!i  to  tlic  |>!ii'ti('i|»iiti(»?i  ol'  tlii'sc; 
oHices,  tliiii;rs  cull  ncviT  ;^'o  on  siiiootlily. 

With  politics  this  work  docs  ii(»t  ihcIcikI 
st'i'ioiisly  to  'IcmI,  hilt,  it  is  iihsohitrly  iM'crssiiry, 
iiow  the  j/rcMt  cxjicriiiiciit,  in  <^'ovciMiiii;j;  iiiiportinit 
:iii(l  <listiiiit  colonics  is  c;irryiii)j;  out,  hy  such  ii]»h^ 
hands  in  Kn;.'hin(l  and  in  ('ainuhi,  to  h-t,  thcpiildic, 
at  home  l)e  I'lilly  iictpiaiiited  with  an  outline  ol' 
the  state  ol"  thin.irs  here. 

I  have  l)cen  Ithiincd  for  not,  luivin;/,  in  ;  work 
(HI  Canada  written  with  precisely  tlii^  same  views 
;is  the  present,  one,  enten^l  at  hir^^e  ui»on  the 
jHilicy  pui'sneil,  and  the  (diaracter  of  the  people  to 
lie  thus  iToverned ;  Imt,  my  oltject  then  was  and 
now  is,  tirst,  to  \ni\  the  Uritish  i'ea<ler  to  under- 
stand the  country,  and  to  lea*!  him  at'torw,.:"ds  to 
ivllect  n])on  its  importance. 

licsides,  a  militai'y  man,  unless  under  jteculiar 
circumstances,  is  not  called  upon  to  discuss  views 
adapted  to  those  in  jntwer  ut  home,  wh(»sc  moro 
])cculiar  duties  lead  them  to  devcdop  tla^  national 
jtiility;  and  1  shall  therefore  be  as  concise  and  as 
clear  as  possible  up(tn  a  very  pci'plexed  and  un- 
pleasant subject. 

if  1  recollect  right,  it  was  Sir  Francis  Head, 
who,  in  his  forcible  and  jx'culiar  manner,  coniftared 
the  population  of  I'ppc^r  (.  anada,  when  descanting 
upon  the  mode  of  governing  it,  in  point  of  ex- 
tent, to  that  of  one  of  the  hirge  London  jtarishes, 
(Marylel)one.)  What  would  he  have  said,  then,  of 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  administering  the 
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oonstitiitioii  und  hnvs  oi'  Kjiixlaiid  to  a  j)()))ulutioii 
which  niu}  Ix'soiMi  iiHii'ccNiwich  Park  on  a  rair-(hiv, 
or  to  Ihal.  poi'tidii  ol"  si^uht-socrs  in  Loiulon,  wlio 
ri(hMh)wn  tit  lliat  phu'o  by  (ho  i-aihvay — loroiiihty 
tliousan<l  |)oo|»lo  vory  oI'Umi  porlbrin  that  I'lvak  ? 

r>iit  it  is  not  iVoiii  tlio  extent  ill  mass,  nor  t'roni 
the  [topnhition  oi"  overirrown  capitals,  upon  whieli 
a  statt'sman  ean  loiiiul  liis  (h-risions  r(>spei'tin,ii; 
colonies:  niid  thoniih  Ni'wionnilland  is  one  ol' the 
lar^ost  otthe  Allantie  isles,  and  lias  scarcely  anv 
si't tiers  in  comparison  to  its  extent,  it  contsiins 
within  its  hosoni  a  race,  dilVerinp;  wi(h'ly  iij)on 
many  points,  and  which  are  extremely  dillicnlt  to 
letniai^e  and  reconcil'\ 

About  onedialt',  oi'  ratluM*  more  in  nnmher,  of 
the  pe(^pl(\  is  essentially  Irish  ;  so  much  so,  indeed, 
as,  consiiU^rinir  tlu^  verdure  ol"  the  (Mirth,  the  ab- 
senct^  of  reptiles,  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  and  the 
peculiar  adaptation  ol'  the  soil  to  the  growth  ol' 
the  potato,  to  tempt  one  very  often  to  call  it — 
Transathmtic  Ireland. 

We  shall  observe  presently,  upon  the  strength  of 
un(|uestionable  authority,  that  this  Irish  popula- 
ti(m  is  almost  entirely  of  one  relii»ious  belief,  (the 
Koinau-catliolic.)  and  claims  a  slight  {)reponderaucc 
in  point  of  numbers  over  the  rrotestauts,  who  arc 
chielly  F'lglish. 

Th  exclusion  of  the  settler  in  Newfoundland, 
Avhether  emiixraut  or  native  born,  from  otlice, 
place,  and  power,  appeared  so  degrading  that,  after 
long  and  severe  struggles,  the  inhabitants  obtained 
a  local  legislature.     It  has  been  uri>ed,  however, 
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that,  tliis  occiiircd  hclbi-c  odiication  had  niiidc 
sufliciiMit  stri(h's  to  rciidci"  a  ])()]»ulati()n, essentially 
liiboiircrs  on  the  stoiMiiy  sea,  very  well  litte<l  to  un- 
derstand its  utilities  and  ini])oi'tane«';  while,  on  the 
ether  hand,  it;  was  the  only  I'easihle  method  ol" 
making  them  do  so,  hy  iri  vin,i,'them  that  e(lucation, 
and  a  standini*'  in  the  ('oh»nies,  which  would 
()hlii2:<^  them  to  nplioM  their  manitest  interests. 
Then  commenced  a  ti_u!;ht  which,  in  a  moral  point 
ol"  view,  was  as  sm'erc  as  that  ol"  thcj  poet's  whc 
he  says,  of  ji  physical  eomhat — 
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totas 
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Iinplicurro  inter  sc  aciivs  l(>{;it(iu('  viruni  vir; 
Tiim  vci'o  ct  L^cmitiis  inoriciitiiiii,  vt  saiif^uiru-  in  alto 
Arniaiiuo,  o<)r])ora([U(',  ct  jx  iMuisti  c,v{[v  vironiin 
Seniianinu.'s  volvimtnr  cfiui :  j)ugna  asprra  surgit.'' 

il^Niiii),  \i.  ().')!. 

On  one  side,  \yvA'o  arravcd  tlu!  Protestant  mer- 
chants,  their  followers,  and  a  ])halanx  of  tliosii 
Roman  Catholics  who  op;^  (mI  the  priests  only  as 
far  as  politics  were  concerned,  with  the  great, 
hody  of  Protestant  settlers  and  i-esidents;  on  this 
side,  the  armour  (A'  proof  was  wealth,  the  sinews 
of  war,  whether  military,  civil,  or  political.  On 
the  other  side,  stood  engaged,  in  some  phy- 
sical strength,  the  princi[)al  ])ody  of  the  Itoman 
Catholics,  headed  by  the  priestiiood,  and  flanked 
with  ])iit  small  parties  of  those  Protestants  here 
styled  *'  Liberals." 

The  first  army  of  martyrs  called  theirs  *'  the 
Holy  Cause  of  Union  and  Conservatism,''  and 
they  were  known  in  local  parlance  as  "  the  Tories." 
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The  o])posing  force  licld  up  the  broad  and 
effulgent  banner  of  tlieir  churcli,  and  sounded  the 
trumpet  bhist  in  the  name  of  religion  and  Old 
Ireland;  they  called  themselves  Whigs,  but  the 
Tories  branded  them  as  Ivadicals. 

Yet  so  hai)py  Avere  these  lively  and  excitable 
races,  in  having  been  met,  in  their  utmost  desire, 
by  the  king  and  ministry  in  1832,  with  the  boon 
granted  to  them  so  graciously  of  an  island  repre- 
sentation, that  at  first  the  war  was  merely  one  of 
outposts ;  the  merchants  or  their  nominees  were 
returned  for  the  first  parliament  by  "  universal 
suffrage"  and  "  acclamation,"  and  everything  was 
joy  and  gladness  in  the  land. 

But  this  pleasant  face  of  affairs  (piicldy  altered ; 
the  people  who  had  sighed  for  the  honours  of  a 
provincial  parliament  soon  found  they  were  as  far 
from  it  as  before,  and  that  the  mercantocracy  was 
not  quite  so  foolish  or  so  blinded  by  the  novelty 
of  the  thing  as  to  give  up  one  iota  of  its  time- 
honoured  claims  and  rule. 

Then,  indeed,  began  the  encounter;  and  to 
this  day  Newfoundland  has  been  agitated,  agitated, 
agitated,  not  only  by  the  Kadicals,  but  by  the 
Tories — one  striving  to  gain  everything,  and  the 
other  determining  not  to  lose  an  atom. 

These  scenes  of  confusion,  however,  chiefly  took 
place  at  the  period  of  each  quadrennial  election ; 
and  it  is  strange  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the 
character  for  turbulence  and  the  revengeful  pas- 
sions which  these  Kadicals  are  most  usually  de- 
scribed to   be  possessed   of,   scarcely   anything 
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worth  mentioning  in  the  way  of  riot  or  ])i'each  of 
the  peace  has  ever  occurred  at  any  of  these 
elections,  excepting  once,  at  Carl)onier,  in  1840; 
although  at  tlie  hist  election  in  the  capital  it 
was  deemed  requisite  to  keep  the  troops  on  the 
alert. 

The  truth  of  the  matter,  however,  is  very  soon 
apparent  to  any  disinterested  and  dispassionately 
calm  observer. 

The  Irish  are  an  excitable  race,  which  they 
themselves  do  not  affect  to  deny ;  they  are  easily 
led,  hut  difficult  to  drive.  But  the  good  qualities 
of  the  Irish  peasant  a])road  are  very  prominent, 
and  here  in  Newfoundland  they  are  so  busily  em- 
ployed during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  in  very 
small  and  detached  sections,  that  thev  have  wo 
time  to  think  about  politics,  or  about  anything 
'■  else  but  getting  their  bread  for  themselves  and 
;  their  families,  to  provide  in  time  for  a  long,  severe^ 
and  serious  winter.* 

I  declare,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  l)e  ]j»orne  out 
by  every  class  of  people  in  this  country,  and  by  alt 
those  whose  domicile  is  merely  a  transient  one,  that 
a  more  peaceable,  respectable,  loyal,  or  a  kinder- 
hearted  race  than  the  Newfoundland  Ens^lish  and 
Irish,  whether  emigrant  or  native-born,  I  ncAcr 
met  with:  all  they  want,  now  that  temperance 

*  Every  traveller  knows  that  the  Irish  peasants  in  tlie 
colonies,  generally,  are  not  so  excitable  as  at  home ;  ands 
from  being  laboriously  employed,  have  little  time,  as  far 
a.^  the  lower  classes  are  concerned,  for  political  meetings- 
!_  and  disquisitions. 
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has  so  IxMieficiiilly  operated  upon  them,  is  C(hi- 
catioTi,  aijjrioulture,  roads,  and  the  quiet  wliicli  a 
firm,  decided,  and  impartial  government  promises 
to  have  in  store  lor  them. 

The  wise  experiment  oi'  lying  hy  until  tlie 
stormy  ]>assions  engendered  during  the  last  session 
shall  have  soothed  and  calmed,  so  as  to  permit 
the  Government  to  carrv  out  its  measures  un- 
checked,  has  done  a  great,  deal  of  good,  for  some  of 
the  most  violent  of  the  partisan  news])a])ers  ar 
becoming  a  little  more  moderate  in  their  tone, 
and  less  disposed  to  extreme  rancorous  person- 
ality and  abuse,  neither  of  Avhich,  in  so  small  ;i 
community,  ever  does  good,  but  rather  injures  the 
cause  they  intend  to  su]>i)ort. 

I  shall  not  now  do  more  than  allude  to  a  most 
shameful  and  horrid  piece  of  barbarity,  which  W!H 
exercised  u])on  the  editor  of  the  leading  Tory 
mercantile  paper,  who  afterwards  opposed  himsf-lf 
to  the  domination  of  the  ])riesthood;  nor  shall  I 
do  more  than  glance,  on  the  other  side,  to  the  accu- 
sation against  that  priesthood,  of  having  used  tlio 
altar  and  their  sacred  olHce  to  foment  politiciil 
disunion.  Both  proceedings,  viewed  in  any  liglit, 
are  wholly  indefensible:  the  former,  un-British; 
the  latter,  if  correct,  so  wholly  unconstitutional, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  imairine  it  to  be  true. 

C^  I 

A  colony,  just  emerging  from  a  state  of  alnio>t 
unknown  obscurity,  to  take  its  I'ank  in  Trans- 
atlantic  Britain,  cannot  now  be  governed  by  any 
})articular  class;  the  same  measure  that  is  mctoilj 
to  her  sisters  must  be  dealt  to  her,  and  to  tbaE 
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she  must  in  common  decency,  {iiid  in  fnrthcrance 
(if  lier  own   interests,  snccnml).     Neither  priest 
nor  uierclmnt  can  affect  to  sway  tlie  destinies  of 
;i  country  promising  to  be  of  such  vast  import- 
mice,  oven  if  tliey  really  desire  to  do  so;  and  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  former   wonld  seriously 
C()iisi(ler  such  an  absurd  idea  [)ossible,  under  a  con- 
iititutional  monarchy  like;  that  of  England,  or  that 
tthc  hitter,  as  r>ritish  subjects,  wcmld  iV)r  a  moment 
fiitertain  it,  but  rather  seek  for  a  firm  and  settled 
$t!ite  of  things  than  for  power  or  rule ;  and  in- 
deed the  most  intelligent  of  the  merchants  o])cidy 
tiisiivow  any  such  intention,  and  say  that  all  they 
Iviiiit  is  impartiality.     The  governor  of  such  a 
Colony    slumld    have    his    hands    and    his    mind 
Iqiiully  unshackled  by  either  i»arty  or  pr(!tension, 
Ind  whilst  the  glorious  princi})les  of  the   IJritish 
ioiistitution  are  iirmly  fostered  and  ui)held,  there 
_|,|^^an  1)C  no  tear  of  any  storm  arising  in  so  small  a 
1  'dl  1  B^i""v^''^^N  devotedly   loyal  to  tlui  Que(;n  and  to 
pe  mother  conntry.     Let  that  country  \ni  trnly 
jiist  and  impartial  to  her  nearest  and    weakest 
Ifi'spi'ing,  and,  as  far  as  Newfoundland  is  con- 
cenicd, 

*'  England  nought  shall  rue." 
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A  great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  about 
k  universal  suffrage  cpiestion,  as  exemplified  in 
[ewfoundland.  It  is  in  reality  no  such  thing,  as 
[impared  with  the  (piestion  of  universal  suffrage 

home;  as  here  the  householders  arc  the  real 
Jttlers,  which  fact  excludes  strangers  and  the 
raiisieiit  population,  very  justly,  from  voting. 
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Moreovor,  hi  u  pnx'^pootivo  point  of  viow,  wIkmi 
iiirriniltiiro  roars  its  head,  it  \\\\\  inoliuh;  tliut 
usoiul  l)t)(ly,  tlic  small  iiirmors;  and  hoiise-lniild- 
mix  just  now,  too,  is  rather  an  expensive  att'air. 
and  therelore  the  very  hnvest  chisses  are  shut  our 
as  eflectually  as  it  is  possil)h>.  It*  anything  can  be 
altered  in  the  state  ot'  the  constitution,  as  regards 
voters,  hereafter,  it  will  he  the  fixing  a  small 
annual  vidue  on  the  house  owned  or  rented. 

lUit  sui)p(^sing  the  (jualitication  for  an  elector 
is  raised,  and  that  a  lixed  annual  rate  for  piM- 
perty  he  suhstituted,  how  extremely  unfair  sucli 
a  course  would  he  at  present;  for  in  the  towns, 
more  than  half  the  houses  are  owned  hy  the  mer- 
chants and  official  people,  whilst  in  the  country 
very  few  as  vet  have  ohtained  lirants  of  land: 
and  round  the  capital  almost  all  the  land  is  owncii 
hy  the  same  class,  who,  hy  the  way,  of  course  miisi 
enrich  themselves,  and  are  paid  from  the  toil  oi 
the  voters. 

If  anvthinir  will  answer  in  such  a  state  of  tlie 
constituency,  it  would  he  hy  limitinijj  the  fraiig 
chise  to  fi)rty  shilling;  freeholders  in  the  counrr> 
places,  and  tive  pound  annual  renters,  or  tiw 
holders  paying  taxes,  in  the  large  towns,  such  a- 
St.  John's,  llarhour  (irace,  Carbonier,  etc. 

But  the  case  is  ditferent  with  the  elected  there 
For  the  benetit  of  the  people  themselves,  it  is  per 
fectly  apparent  that  S(nne  well-detined  qualiiic;;' 
tion  is  wanting;  for  the  consequence  of  waiitini' 
it  has  been,  that  "very  improper  persons,  as  far  a.-j 
education  goes,  have  had  M.P.P.  tacked  t 
their  names  in  the  past  session. 
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Now  the  Whigs  or  IJiidKals,  or  "wliatever  tliey 

jiiiiy  bo, — ibr  Avc  must  not  confound  tlicsc  terms 

witli  tliose  used  at  li<»me,  as  between  tlie  Chartist 

of  England  and  the  WJiig  here — ibr  here  all  arc 

l^)yfll, — this  party  says  that  the  introduction  of 

such  persons  was  not  caused  by  tliein,  but  that 

ithey  were  put  in  purposely  by  the  merchants. 

,1)0  that  as  it  may,  it  is  evidently  necessary  that 

ithc  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  should 

j]i('itlier  be  a  meniiil,  a  working  labourer,  nor  an 

iillitcrate  ])easant,  and  it  would  therefore  be  better 

Ithiit  he  had  some  stake  in  the  country.     The 

[([uaiTcl  here  is  not  for  em]»ire  ;  it  is  not  with  a 

Kiew  to  severance  from  the  mother  country ;  it  is 

it  present  a  quarrel   about  religion   and  about 

xTsuns.     It  is  the  old  quarrel — 

"  When  civil  dudgeon  first  grew  high, 
And  men  i'ell  out,  they  kjjcw  not  why— 
When  hard  words,  jealousies,  and  fears. 
Brought  them  together  by  the  ears  ;" 

Ind  all  that  is  required  to  quell  the  extreme 
Inimosity  is  a  patient,  firm,  unshackled,  and 
lecided  governor,  who  will  neither  listen  to  party 
[ssertions,  nor  permit  himself  to  be  made  a  mere 
3ol  of,  but  will  stand  or  fall  by  his  own  decisions. 
The  religious  differences  in  Ireland  should  not 
wafted  over  the  Atlantic ;  the  Newfoundlander 
|as  as  little  to  do  with  the  "  pious,  glorious,  and 
imortal  memory"  as  he  has  with  the  repeal  of 
le  Union  and  the  Liberator :  neither  one  nor  the 
tlier  will  apply  to  this  region,  nor  generally  to 
Imerica. 
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Orangeism  was  introduced  to  Upper  Canada] 
and  made  a  moving  battery  at  every  election, 
saw  there,  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  scene-l 
arising  from  this  source,  used  as  it  was  by  a  clasj 
which  liad  only  just   emerged   from   labour  d 
competency,  which  would  astonish  the  Englisll 
reader.  In  one  instance,  I  think  it  was  in  1828  iJ 
1829,  a  corporal's  guard,  on  its  way  from  reliev 
ing  a  sentry  over  a  jail,  was  attacked  in  the  streetl 
on  the  12th  of  July,  the  Orange  anniversary,  anf 
one  of  the  soldiers  left  for  dead  on  the  pavemenJ 
Men,  women,* and  children,  were  knocking  eacf 
other  on  the  head  with  great  zeal  and  perseverj 
ance,  and  all  because  an  Orange  procession  h;if 
passed  triumphantly  through  the  town. 

It   was   time   for   Government    to    interfer] 
Canada  knew  nothing  about  Orangemen  or  II 
bandism ;  the  most  active  of  the  parties  were  tii 
and  convicted,  and  processions  of  that  natiil 
forbidden  in  future;  and  since  that  time  tbt.l 
old   country    distinctions   have    become    out 
fashion  in  Canada. 

There  are  no  Orange  processions  in  Newfound 
land,  that  I  am  aware  of;  but  as  the  one-half  | 
the  population  is  Irish,  it  would  be  well  if  it  ^ 
clearly  understood,  and  that  emigrants  could  fe 
that  a  man's  creed  was  no  bar  to  his  advancemeo 
in  the  colonies  when  he  had  crossed  the  bros| 
Atlantic;  for  as  it  would  be  impracticable 
introduce  the  Chinese  system  of  the  yellow  sticil 
or  to  drum  a  man  either  into  Roman-catholiciiJ 
or  Protestantism,  so  it  ought  to  be  seen  by; 
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that  Government  will  not  consult  cither  the 
interests  nor  the  private  feelings  of  any  parties  in 
the  province,  but  administer  tlie  sacred  trust 
without  reference  to  any  other  qualifications  than 
loyalty,  good  ])eluiviour,  intelligence,  industry, 
and  an  honestly-gained  standing  and  stake  in 
the  country,  r.s  adapted  to  office. 

But  let  us  turn  to  a  more  pleasing  subject,  and 
shew  that  the  nucleus  of  the  machine  of  govern- 
ment is  well  formed;  and  although 


'<  Of  governmeut  tlie  properties  t'  unfold, 
Would  seem  in  me  t*  affect  speech  and  discourse," 


yet 


"  The  nature  of  our  people, 
Our  city's  institutions,  and  the  terms 
Of  common  justice," 


are  all  of  high  importance  at  a  moment  when  the 
grand  scheme  of  rolonial  management  is  attaining 
power  and  permanency  in  the  magnificent  regions 
of  Canada. 

The  Governor  of  Newfoundland  is  subordinate 
to  no  other  authority  than  that  of  the  Queen  and 
her  ministers ;  which  gives  him  a  weight  not  pos- 
sessed by  the  lieutenants  in  other  provinces.  He 
is  Vice- Admiral,  Commander  of  the  troops,  Chan- 
cellor, and  Commissioner ;  and  thus  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  state,  whether  imperial  or  colonial, 
are  under  his  guidance  and  supervision. 

The  civil  law  is  administered  by  a  chief  justice 
and  two  puisne  or  assistant  judges ;  and,  strange 
to  say,  the  latter  appear  to  be  equal  in  power. 
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and  almost  in  place,  with  the  former, — affording 
occasional  difficulties  which,  to  those  not  conver- 
.sant  with  the  machinery  of  justice,  would  seem 
are  very  anomalous,  and  which  lessen  the  dignity 
and  place, 

"  The  majesty  and  pow'r  of  law  and  justice, 
The  image  of  the  Queen  whom  he  presents." 

The  Chief  Justice's  court  is  called  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature,  but  he  also  goes  the  circuits, 
and  presides  in  turn  in  an  inferior  tribunal, — the 
centra],  northern,  or  southern  circuit  courts. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  taken  to  uphold  tlie 
dignity  of  justice  in  a  country  where,  until  of 
late,  the  forms  of  it  were  a  mere  mockery,  admi- 
nistered as  it  was  by  rude  masters  of  fishing  vessels, 
or  by  officers  of  the  navy,  who,  however  polished 
and  educated  they  might  be,  were  not,  from  the 
nature  of  their  profession,  very  conversant  with 
civil  jurisprudence,  and  knew  as  much  generally 
about  the  Pandects  of  Justinian  as  they  did  about 
the  Code  Napoleon,  whilst  they  commonly  hated 
the  employment  of  being  made  sea  lawyers. 

The  other  high  legal  functionaries  are  the 
Attorney-general  and  the  Solicitor-general ;  and 
there  is  also  a  sheriff,  who  is  annually  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  and  who  has  two  deputies,  one 
for  the  northern  district,  and  the  other  for  the 
.southern. 

The  supreme  and  central  circuit  court  has  a 
chief  clerk,  as  also  have  the  northern  and  southern 
circuits,  and  there  are  three  masters  in  Chancerv. 
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The  bar  at  present  consists  of  eight  menihers, 
re.-^i(liug  at  St.  John's,  and  v-hree  at  Harbour 
Grace. 

The  Vice- Admiralty  Court  has  a  judge  and 
registrar,  with  a  marshal,  but  it  lias  had  very 
little  or  no  business  since  the  peace. 

One  of  the  great  complaints  of  the  Koman 
Catholics  is,  that  there  is  no  defined  law  by  which 
the  qualification  of  grand  ^nd  petit  jurors  is 
hiid  down, — the  former  being  now  drawn  from 
"  the  principal  merchants  and  gentlemen ;" — terms 
of  course  very  vague,  and  admitting  of  great 
latitude  in  empanelling  juries.  They  say  that, 
in  consequence,  lloman  Catholics  are  seldom  sum- 
moned on  the  great  inquests,  and  seldomer  sit  as 
petit  jurors  in  cases  arising  out  of  religious  feel- 
ings and  differences ;  and  this  appears  from  the 
statements  of  their  organ,  in  references  to  returns 
I'or  several  years  past.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  asserted  that  the  Catholics  themselves  prefer 
Protestant  juries  in  cases  of  libel  or  electioneering 
business  ;  which,  however,  must  appear  somewhat 
doubtful,  as  no  man  exactly  likes  to  be  tried  by 
liis  known  and  undisguised  p  litical  opponents 
only,  whatever  his  notions  may  be.  Fortunately 
for  all,  there  have  been  no  very  extreme  cases, 
either  criminal  or  otherwise,  of  late  years,  and 
nothing  to  call  for  any  great  depth  of  legal  acumen 
or  of  juridical  judgment. 

The  police  of  the  country  is  superintended  by 
a  paid  magistracy.  There  were  two  police  stipen- 
diary magistrates  in  the  capital,  and  a  third  has 
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just  txHM)  iiiMcii,  1)11(1  one  oi  hvo  lit  rncli  nt'  (In* 
out  ports,  who  liiivo  iniirli  tlio  siuiir  jiii  isdirtioii  ns 
lluM|u;irt<M'  st'ssiuns' romts  Mini  polirc  innfJstrMtrH 


ut    I 


lOIUO 


TluMH'    !iro    nlsn    tin*   iisuni    niimlMM- 


ji('*M>r(liiiy[  to  (he  |>(»|»nlMtioii,  oj"  jusli^'cs  ol'  tlic 
|u'!MM'  iin«l  »|U«>nim,  '.'Inks  «>!  (lir  |mmu'»»,  aiid 
coroners,  liiuh  iind  ot Ihm'  ronstiiMcs,  piilors,  <*tv. 
Tlic  juils  {irj»  ill  Si.  .lolm's,  (\MM'o|>lioii  Uiiy, 
'I'rinity  Uny,  ImmtvImikI,  riMciMilin,  \\\u\  llnriii. 

riio  otIuM    puMio   I'mu'tionurios  arc,   the    Sm- 
vovor-mMUMMl  Mild  tlu'  Coloiiinl    TrcMsunM'.      Tlic 


lonner,   tliero  Immmi;-  us   v»'1    no  coiminssionrr    id 


Crown 


land 


S,    MCts    III 


tllMt 


('M|)MOlfy,   M 


nd   to  tliMl 


4j:(MitKMniin,  tlio  lion.  Mr.  N()Md,  I  miii  indi^btvd 
ior  the  follow lni»  tiiets  rclMtiiii;-  \o  tlio  inodo  in 
wliifli  (lio  public  ImikIs  have  Ixmmi  icgnlatiMl. 

'V\\o  i^ciuM'al  system  oi'  land-irrantinii;  in  (his 
colony  is  in  ucoordance  with  (lie  under-inentioned 
rules,  hut  (lu^se  ari^  only  intended  to  have  elleet, 
until  the  Lciiislat lire  shall  have  matured  a  ''  Land 
Bill;"  a  suhjivt  which,  in  the  last  .scvssion,  was 
rccoinmeiuled  to  Hieir  attention  by  (Government, 

Tliesc  rules  ar(\  tirst,  That  all  petitions  tor 
land  now  in  tin*  otVicc  ot'  the  Siirveyor-jijeiu'ral, 
or  which  may  herealter  be  lodirtnl  thcMV,  shall  ho 
submitted  to  the  (uncrnor  lor  his  approval. 

''2nd.  It'  the  petition  is  approved,  the  land 
will  be  surveved,  ami  advertizAul  I'or  sale  in  throo 

« 

suceessive  (la/.i^ttes,  and  tluMi  put  up  ut  uuct 


1011 


at  th 


e  upset  price  ot   two  sliilliiigs  per  acre,  am 


.1 


«oUl  to  the  hiixhest  bidder. 
3rd.  A  deposit  of  ten  per  cent,  to  be  paid  down 
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iii  til**  iinw  III' snir,  nixl  (lir  iciiiiiiiHlri  of  tlif  piir- 
rliiiMc  in(Uii<y  williiii  rounorii  «ljiyH  tlM'nMjf. 

Mil.    (Ml    siH'li    |i!iviiHMil,    IIS   iilso    mI"    llir    rstn- 
l»lisli(Ml  r»M»s,  JM'iii^  iiiikIc,  (Ik*  ^rnmt,  will  Im<  <|r|i- 


vcrrc 


.^lli.  Sliuiild  (li(>  ^I'lilit.  Hot  lir  tiikcii  lip  lit.  the 
(Npinitioii  ol'  the  I'oiirtciMi  dtiys,  llir  (lr|M»Hit  nioiiry 
will  Im»  lorlrilcd. 

Tlir  poi'tioMs  of  Iji.ikI  thus  ^fniitrd  nw.  such  ns, 
in  thr  opinion  of  the  (iov<>r!ioi-,  th<*  iippliciint  liiis 
the  iiK'Miis  ot'  inlp^ovill^^  oi'  which  would  he  rcilly 
scrvicviihic  to  him.  The  upset,  piicp  Ih  nirely 
exceeded,  hut  ii  suh"  in  n.  fi^ooil  locjility  hiis  riMiched 
nine  shilliiiirs  per  iicri;.  The  <'oii(litionH  (»f  the 
grunt,  life  exphiined  in  Mie  App(!ndix,  No.  4, 
where  ii  <'<>py  of  m  {Wnl  is  fz;iven. 

It.  ii|)peiirs,  thus,  timl.  hefore  Newfoundhuid  au^ 
l)(»c.()ni(»  II  conntiy  t<»  which  nn  eniigiunt  of  sniiill 
ciipitiil  will  direcl  his  iitt.iMit.ion,  the  whole  H'sh^nj 
of  hind-ii'nintinu;  must,  he,  idtcred,  and  j>lii(.od  on 
the  hiisis  of  timt.  iido|>t(Nl  for  ('iiruKhi. 

Here  th(^  ci'ovvn  hinds  uro  iKTifher  hiid  out.  in 
reii:ul!ir  lots,  nor  siirveyiMJ  in  lilocJcs  with  din- 
f!;i"inns;  no  townships  iire  foniKMl,  and  Mk;  hits 
sold  iir(»  iisnnlly  tho.se  which  have  he(;n  occ,upie(J 
for  years,  and  inijirovcMl  hy  S(piat.iers,  or  persons 
who,  as  that  ox[)ressive  Ainericaiiisni  rather  vul- 
garly designates  them,  hav(!  .scpmttcul  like  a  liaro 
u|)on  her  form,  on  the  land  they  have  lit  upon  in 
their  wood-wanderings.  These  lots  ani  laid  of!' 
according  to  tla;  merits  of  the  eases  and  claims ; 
and  in  other  cases,  where  peo[)le  are  desirous  to 
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improve  the  country,  their  wishes  are  met  as  far 
as  possible,  and  the  lots  squared  and  shaped  to 
the  best  advantage. 

This  is  all  as  it  should  be,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  country;  but  my  experience  in  Canada 
shews  (and  I  have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
])ublic  land  there)  that,  forw^ant  of  a  good  system 
at  first,  eternal  and  embarrassing  lawsuits  have 
been  entailed  upon  the  posterity  of  the  loyalists 
and  emigrants  who  fled  to  the  upper  province, 
from  the  persecution  they  underwent  in  the  re- 
bellious colonies  which  were  then  throwing  off 
the  yoke  of  the  mother  country.  1791  is  not  a 
very  old  date:  it  was  the  year  in  wdiich  Upper 
Canada  became  a  province,  and  when  land  might 
be  had  upon  much  cheaper  terms  than  even  two 
shillings  an  acre,  for  it  might  be  then  had  for  the 
asking  for ;  and  yet,  although  fifty  years  only 
have  passed,  a  host  of  lawyers  have  been  gene- 
I'ated,  who  find  ample  employment  for  their  time 
and  talents  in  settling  the  vexed  cpiestions  of 
title  and  boundaries. 

I  confess,  therefore,  that,  after  the  claims  of  the 
industrious  squatters  in  Newfoundland  are  settled, 
I  should  very  much  like  to  see  a  good  division, 
on  paper,  of  the  whole  island  into  districts  and 
townships,  and  that  the  plan  of  concession  lines, 
as  they  are  called,  for  those  toAvnships,  might  be 
adopted,  so  that  future  roads  would  be  ensured ; 
for  it  does  not  signify  a  farthing  whether  the 
township,  as  laid  down  on  paper,  proves  to  be  a 
-lake  or  a  swamp ;    it  is  the  general  system  that 
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proves  beneficial  afterwards;  and  if  the  district 
and  townsliip  lines  followed  the  bearing  (4' the  great 
bays,  mountain  ridges,  and  lakes,  or  N.N.E.  and 
8.S.W.,  much  future  trouble  would  ])e  avoided. 

No  portion  of  the  crown  lands  in  Newfound- 
land lias  been  set  apart,  as  in  the  other  provinces, 
for  clergy  or  military  reserves.  Some  years  ago  it 
was  placed  at  the  option  of  the  difterent  churches 
in  the  Archdeaconrv  of  Newfoundland,  to  take 
land  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  acres  for  each 
church  erected;  but  it  appears  that,  excepting  in 
8t.  John's,  this  permission  w\as  not  acted  upon  : 
thus  a  source  of  long,  tedious,  and  most  ditlicult 
and  vexatious  discussion,  wdiich  embarrassed  Ca- 
nada for  years,  and  which  is  not  even  yet  finally 
disposed  of,  does  not  exist  here.  The  military  land 
required  for  defensive  purposes,  has  been  recog- 
nised, and  thus  admits  of  no  disputes  about  it, 
whilst  any  hereafter  required  can  always  be  ol)- 
tained  from  the  Government  or  Leaislature. 

The  advantages  presenting  themselves  to  emi- 
grant settlers — and  it  seems,  by  the  parliamentary 
returns,  that  these  are  a  more  numerous  class 
than  has  been  imagined, — are  the  facilities  with 
which  an  industrious  man  may  locate  himself 
the  certainty  of  a  market,  in  the  neighbourliood 
of  towns  and  villages,  for  any  produce  he  may 
raise,  and  for  which  he  will  for  some  years  to 
come  receive  more  than  a  remunerating  price; 
the  absence  of  any  direct  tax  on  his  industry ; 
the  certaintv  that  sobrietv  and  industry  will  lead 

^  %i  %/ 

him  into  comfortable   circumstances;   the   con- 
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nexion  with  the  fisheries;  and,  above  all,   the 
healthiness  of  the  climate. 

Eoads  are  also  about  to  be  opened  everywhere  ; 
and,  by  the  kindness  of  the  Surveyor-general,  I 
have  been  enabled  to  place  those  in  existence  on 
my  general  map. 

There  is  at  present  no  reservation  on  these 
grants  for  timber  for  the  navy,  but  there  is  for 
all  mines  and  minerals,  including  coal.  Except- 
ing as  respects  the  precious  metals,  it  would  be  as 
well  that  this  were  altered ;  for  no  doubt  the  local 
legislature  will  be  very  careful,  if  mines  are 
discovered,  which  they  unquestionably  will  be,  to 
place  them  under  proper  restrictions,  and  to 
make  them  a  source  of  revenue. 

There  remains  only  to  notice  the  public  officers 
connected  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue; 
and  these  are,  a  Collector  of  the  imperial  and  ^pro- 
vincial customs  and  excise  duties,  who  has  an 
extensive  establishment,  and  the  situations  of 
whose  deputies  shew  the  importance  of  the  import 
and  export  districts. 

The  sub-collectors  are  stationed  at  Twillin- 
gate.  Trinity,  Carbonier,  Harbour  Grace,  Brigus, 
and  Labrador,  and  the  parts  adjacent  on  the 
north  and  east  coasts  of  the  Government,  and  at 
Ferryland,  Placentia,  Burin,  and  Little  Bay,  on 
the  southern  coast,  for  the  imperial  revenue ;  and 
Fogo,  Greenspond,  and  La  Poile,  for  the  colonial ; 
with  a  preventive  officer  at  the  Bay  of  Bulls. 

The  Governor  also  appoints  inspectors  of  pickled 
fish  at  the  dijSerent  shipping  ports ;  and  the  tax 
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upon  consumption  of  imports  has  been  increased 
of  late  years  so  as  to  reach  three  and  a  half  per 
cent.  This  will  be  further  noticed  in  the  chapter 
on  Political  Economy,  more  specially  devoted  to 
the  subject. 

The  military  stationed  in  Newfoundland  con- 
sist of  the  personal  staff  of  his  Excellency  the 
Major-General  commanding,  at  present  limited 
to  an  aide-de-camp,  who  transacts  all  the  duties 
connected  with  his  office,  as  well  as  with  those  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Quarter-master  General's  de- 
partments. There  is  also  a  fort-major,  to  regu- 
late the  guards  and  interior  garrison  duties,  with 
a  town-serjeant. 

A  full  company  of  the  Royal  Artillery  is  always 
stationed  at  8t.  John's,  being  relieved  at  stated 
periods  from  England. 

The  fortifications  of  the  island  are  under  the 
control  of  a  lieutenant-colonel  of  Engineers,  who 
has  a  subaltern  officer  and  a  civil  department, 
for  the  construction  and  repair  of  barracks,  etc., 
attached  to  his  office,  with  a  clerk  of  works  and 
the  usual  subordinates. 

This  officer,  with  the  Commanding-officer  of 
ArtiPory  and  Ordnance-storekeeper,  form  a  board 
of  respective  officers  for  the  check  and  control  of 
Ordnance  expenditure  and  l]arracks,  and  the  duo 
examination  of  all  contracts,  and  other  services 
appended  to  their  individual  duties  by  the  Board 
of  Ordnance. 

Besides  the  Ordnance-storekeeper,  who  is  the 
public  accountant  for  that  branch  of  tne  service, 
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and  has  charge  of  all  the  stores  and  iinpleiiients  of 
war  not  in  actual  eniploynient,  together  with  his 
chief  clerk,  there  are  a  l)arrack-niaster  and  his 
deputies.  In  short,  the  system  of  the  military  (h^- 
partments  is  such,  that  at  a  very  short  notice  the} 
arc  capable  of  energetic  action  and  extension. 

In  addition  to  the  company  of  Artillery,  whicli 
is  always  complete  in  othcers  and  men,  there  is  a 
very  efficient  regiment,  named,  until  a  few  days 
ago,  somewhat  singularly,  ^\T]\c  IJoyal  Newfoiuid- 
land  Veteran  C'ompanies,"*  under  the  command 
of  a  major,  with  the  usual  staff  of  adjutant, 
(puu'ter-master,  paymaster,  surgeon,  and  assistant- 
surgeon,  the  surgeon  being  also  principal  medical 
orticer  on  the  station. 

AVe  have  said  that  this  corps  has  hitherto  l>ecii 
somewhat  singulaidy  named,  as  nothing  strikes  n 
nulitary  observer  more  than  to  see  this  veteran 
regiment  on  parade,  when,  instead  of  decrepit 
and  worn-out  soldiers — men  whose  best  years  have 
been  past  in  siege  and  battle — a  fine  healthy- 
looking  regiment  of  comparatively  young  men 
turns  out,  in  clothing  supplied  by  the  Ordnance, 
which  regiment  might  take  its  place  in  line 
with  some  of  the  best  troops  of  Britain.  TIk' 
officers,  it  is  true,  are  many  of  them  old  soldieL>. 
l)ut  there  is  not  one  who  could  not  still  do  lii> 
share  of  fighting.  It  is  said,  tkis  corps  is  to  be 
auirmented,  as  the  duty  is  severe,  owina;  to  tlie 


*  This  title  has  just  been  changed  to  that  of  the  "  Royal 
Ne^vfounllland  Companies." 
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scattered  jxa'ts,  and  the  increased  importance  of 
the  .station. 

There  is  now  no  reirular  naval  estaldishnient 
in  Newfonndland.  A  small  dock-yard,  in  which 
is  a  tine  storehonse  and  some  excellent  tanks  lor 
su})plying  water,  does  indeed  exist,  but  it  is  let 
to  a  merchant,  and  was  never  of  very  great  ini- 
pditance.  Since  the  peace,  or  of  late  years,  no  man- 
uf-war  permanently  occn])ies  the  station. 

There  is  no  militia,  but  the  Governor  can  at 
any  time  ci'eate  a  force  of  that  kind.  The  lish- 
cimen  and  settlers  of  Newfonndland  have  already 
distinguished  themselves  when  so  embodied,  and 
perha}>s  a  tiner  race,  for  the  combined  operations  of 
land  and  boat  service,  could  not  be  found  ;  whilst 
tlie  v(»ung  men  of  the  mercantile  establishments 
and  the  young  natives  would  most  readily  con- 
stitute artillery  companies,  or  riliemen,  and  be  as 
efficient  as  their  neighbours  of  the  same  descrip- 
tion in  Canada  were,  in  case  of  need.  Eight  or 
ten  thousand  fighting  men  would  soon  be  raised 
in  Newfoundland,  and  combat  pro  oris  effocis. 
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CHAPTER  XIT. 


RKLIOION,    MANNERS,    AND    CUSTOMS    OF    TIIK 

PEOPLE. 


The  lirst  division  of  this  cha})ter  is  rather  a 
deliciite  one  at  all  times,  and  in  iio  conntry  nioro 
so  than  in  Nevvfonndhmd.  I  shall,  however,  with 
the  same  nnbiassed  feelings  and,  1  trust,  fidelity, 
■which  have  hitherto  actnated  me  in  this  work, 
proceed  to  develop  it. 

The  population  may  be  stated  as  divided  into 
two  broad  lines  of  religious  belief,  the  Protestant 
and  the  Koman  (.atholic.  The  former  are  chieHv 
English,  of  the  Church  of  England  and  dissenter^ 
from  it,  or  members  of  the  Church  of  Scotland  or 
l*resbyterians ;  the  latter  forming  a  very  small 
but  most  respectable  portion. 

The  Poman  Catholics  claim  a  numerical  pre- 
ponderance, but  as  there  has  been  no  census  since 
183G,  and  that  not  a  very  perfect  one,  it  is  im- 
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possible  to  state  the  iictuiil  miinl)ers  of  \\w  dil'- 
feront  reliirious  bodies  correctly:  but  we  iiiiiv 
sttite  that  in  tluit  year  they  had  only  a  numerical 
superiority  of  three  hundred  and  forty  two,  and 
that  there  was  an  error  of  upwards  of  seven 
liundred  in  that  census,  respecting  the  district  of 
Fcrryland. 

I  like  to  deal  with  facts,  an<l  have,  therefore, 
without  surmising  about  it,  taken  pains  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  Protestants  attacluKl  to  the 
Cliiirch  of  England,  which  will  be  of  gnnit  interest 
to  the  English  public,  as  very  erroneous  notions 
lire  formed  upon  the  subject  at  home. 

AVith  this  view  I  a})plied  to  his  Lordsliij)  the 
liisho})  of  Newfoundland  and  Bermuda,  the  iJight 
licv.  Dr.  Aubrey  George  Spencer,  who,  with  the 
greatest  kindness,  has  drawn  up  the  following 
statement  of  his  diocese,  which  1  feel  assured  will 
sur})rise  those  who  are  aware,  that  previously  to 
his  consecration  there  were  only  seven  clergymen 
on  the  island,  and  that  the  schools  and  teacliers 
were  as  ill  supplied.  The  facts  now  stated  are 
sufficient,  without  my  presuming  to  conunent 
upon  them  any  further  than  to  say,  that  I  trust 
that  every  Church-of-P^ngland man  who  reads  this 
I  book,  will  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  ac- 
cording to  his  means,  assist  in  so  laudable  a  cause 
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as  that  whic'li  brings  the  P)il)le,  as  George  III.  so 
devoutly  wislied,  into  tlie  hovel  of  every  poor 
subject  (if  our  gracious  Queen,  destitute  as 
this  suiFering  class  of  Protestants  in  Newfound- 
land have  been,  not  oidy  of  the  food  of  nature, 
but  (»f  the  food  of  life.  He,  as  has  been 
already  said,  who  makes  two  blades  of  grass 
grow  Avhere  one  only  grew  before,  deserves  well 
of  the  commonwealth ;  but  he  who  })lants  twenty 
('lunches  and  twenty  schools  where  the  utmost 
ignorance  before  prevailed,  earns  a  nobler  re- 
ward. 

A  man  who  is  nut  proud  of  the  religion  he  has 
been  nurtured  in,  is  like  the  man  described  by 
Shrikspcare,  that  has  no  music  in  liis  soul,  and  is 
only  ''tit  for  treasons,  stratagems,  and  spoil."  The 
facts  developed  by  the  Bishop  make  us  proud  of 
that  ancient  and  respectable  church,  whose  spires 
adorn  the  lovely  scenery  of  our  fatherland;  and 
which,  when  we  see  them  afar  oiF,  after  returning 
from  a  "  foreign  strand,''  call  so  forcibly  to  our 
hearts  the  memory  of  things  and  beings  that 
were  the  history  of  our  progenitors,  and  the 
thousand  interweavings  of  the  aflections  at  the 
recollections  of  Old  England. 

At  the  risk  of  being  thought  a  little  prosy,  I 
must  here  relate  a  circumstance  which  occurred 
to  me  after  nearly  fourteen  years  of  absence  from 
the  place  of  my  birth.  I  happened  to  go  into  a 
village  with  a  dear  connexion,  my  brother,  just 
as  the  country  people,  in  t^  ^ir  best  attire,  were 
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mingling  with  the  other  chisses  in.  tlie  venoial)k'. 
churchyard,  and  pouring  out  of  the  gates  of 
the  sacred  edifice,  on  their  way  to  those  "  cot- 
tages of  Enghand,"  in  peace,  and  with  that 
peculiar  look  of  comfort  which  can  nowhere  else 
he  seen. 

"We  had  been  talking  over  old  matters;  this 
village  was  a  favourite  walk  from  that  house  in 
which  we  were  bred  under  the  care  of  loving  and 
indulgent  parents,  who  had  gone  on  the  way 
before  us  to  that  "  bourne  whence  no  traveller 
returns."  Wc  had  been  discoursing,  too,  of  Chart- 
ism, of  Conservatism,  of  established  order,  and 
of  revolution  and  reckless  rebellion;  just  before 
the  lamentable  outbreak  in  the  Canadas,  whence 
I  had  come  with  despatches,  and  to  which  1 
was  about  to  return,  having  been  favoured  with 
the  quickest  voyage  almost  on  record  in  sailing 
vessels.  AVe  were  thus  discoursing,  when  former 
recollections  were  still  the  more  strongly  awakened 
by  the  congregation  of  a  country  church,  walking 
or  standing]?  amidst  the  graves  of  their  forefathers 
and  kindred.  The  discourse  on  the  state  of  po- 
ntics throughout  the  world  was  in  a  moment  sus- 
pended, and  the  only  expression  that  escaped  our 
lips  was  one,  which  I  firmly  believe  is,  after  all, 
universal  in  our  beloved  country,  and  would  be 
proved  if  any  foreign  enemy  were  to  set  his  foot 
on  its  soil — "  Who  would  desire  to  cause  such 
a  scene  as  that  now  before  us  to  be  only  as  a  thing 
remembered  ?"     No :  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when 
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KnglishiiKMi  rnisc  to  rr^|)(M'(  rrli^non,  iIk'  v\u\  oi' 
llnuu'^  uiDV  l»<' nr;ir;  ImH  {is  lorn;  mm  ('dnc'ition  puis 
«'ul  its  ui:ml  str<Mi,utli,  or  until  |jiro|M'  sliiill  Im> 
MUMin  iiivohtMl  in  tlio  (hnKnoss  ot'  lornior  iiuos,  llisit 
wowr  OMH  nor  will  1><\ 

At  tlic  ^:nno  tinir,  odncnt  io?i,  ;iu<l.  iil>ovo  nil, 
siMMno-  tlu'  world,  \i\w\\  ns  not  to  dos|ii<o  llio 
Vi^lioiou^  holiol"  of  our  follow -rroiilni'*',  n»»r  to 
Mttonipt  hy  s;n'('!isn\  or  cooirion  to  ninko  liini  loci 
hinisoif  :in  inlorior  l>oing  Ixm'muso  Iio  worships 
his  Crontor  nndor  n   lorni   lio   thinks  hotter   thnii 
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History  h;is  mIVoimKmI  n^  pliMity  ol'  cMUnplos. 
Whnt  hiivo  th(^  l-VcMioh  iiMinod  in  (Muh'iivonrinu  to 
snpphint  th(^  (Ntnhlishcd  roli,i:!;ion  ol"  J-Vjincc  hy  the 
uoddt^^s  ol'  nelson  :ind  iho  iiuillotiiu*?  Whsit  hiis 
:nn-  nionuvoh  o\or  _L\:un(Ml  hy  (Mdoi>'in_Li-  iiny  pjii'ti- 
oninr  lorni  o(  t-jitlt?  lntol(M';nu'(>  will  do  iiothin^^ ; 
\W  thoniih  tlu^  ininiHMl  mind  outwnrdly  hows  ;nid 
violds  llu^  IuhIv  to  tho  snlVoranc(\  tho  inward  mun 
nMusnns  nnoonvinoivl. 

It  is  hy  nuld  nionns,  hy  tho  moans  so  lorcihly 
nvonini«Mid(^l  and  so  plainly  pointod  out,  in  llie 
oxamplo  o(  tho  (iivat  Anthor  ol'  all  lornis  of 
du-istianity.  that  snoooss  is  oortain.  lloiv,  in 
Nowt\mnd1and.  all  this  lias  hoon  iroini;-  on  (piioMy, 
and  witlunit  oyon  hoinir  snspoctod  hy  ihoso  iv- 
sidimr  thoro.  Had  it  hoon  attoin)>tO(l  hy  ('(UMvion, 
wonld  tho  piotuiv  o(  tho  inoroaso  (»f  h(-lioyors  in 
tho  Church  ^A^  Kngland  have  boon  oiVootod?  Bohold 
tho  result,  in  tho  Bishop's  own  wonis.  in  roforonoo 
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t(i  llir  nclrsiiislirnl  ntiirns  whicli  lir  (iivoiirrd  mn 
Willi,  mimI  wliirli  I  liiivr  |iI)M'(mI  in  llir  A))])(Mi(tix 
No.  V.:_ 
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"  Willi  rcrcrcncc  In  lliosr  rcturiiM,  I  would 
rciuiirk,  lliiif  llic  (lis('rc|niii('y  iMilwcni  my  r('|Miil, 
or<'liuirli  mrmltcrs,  iiiid  llml  ul*  I  lie  misijs  fjikcii 
II)  IS.'lii,  is  occMsioiird  iiillicr  l»y  llir  iiici'CMSr  (if' 
llic  \\lio|(<  |i<)|>iil:ilioii,  tliiin  l»v  llic  rdiivrrsioiiM 
I'loin  IIk'  iuMiiiiii  cliintdi  oi'  i<'lMni  of  dissciitciv^ 
io  DIM'  iold. 

"  At  mv  roiisccr.'itioii  Io  I  lie  sec  df  Ncwl'ttiind- 
liiiid,  I  loiiiid  only  <'if!;lil  «d('i7fyiiH'ii  urilic  (  liiircli 
(tf  l'',Mi!,l!iiid  in  IIk'  wIioIc  coldnv;  iho  (diiircli  ilscll" 


ill  ii   niosl   dis(>^^^'lni/,^d  und  dispiri 
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tlic  sidinols  l!in!ji;iiisliin<;,  niiiiiy  uf  llirm  l»n»krn  ii|», 
:iii(l  nil  <l<>sliliil(>  of  llml  spiril  of  iniity  >ind  order 


so  (ssontiiil  Io  their  reul  eirK'iency.  I  .'ini  vei'y 
lliiiiikrni  lliiil  I  liMve  lieen  |»erinitt<-d,  witliin  llic, 
slioit  spnee  ol"  two  v<'iirs,  to  remedy  some  of  tlieso 
evils,  iind  to  supply  the  most,  cniving  oltlieir'  dci- 
licieneies. 

''  Twenty-live  elei'^ryjnen,  will)  renders  nrid 
sclioolmiislers  under  lli<!n> ;  Sundiiy-seliools  every- 
ulicre  reviviMl  or  oi"io;in!itcd ;  n  tlie(»lojj!;i('iil  semi- 
ii;iry  ol'  I'ulni'e  missicMuiries  estiihlislied  }it,  tlu! 
(';i|iit!il ;  llie  ererlion  of  more  lliiiii  twenty  new 
cliiinlies,  Mild  Ilie  extension  iind  repair  of  rrijiny 
lMiil(lini;s  already  eonsecriited  to    Divine  worshij> 


-those  are  the  means  wliieli,  nnder  the  l)ivi 


11(5 


hlessing,  1  now  ])ossess  lor  the  propagation  of  the 
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gosjM^l,  !iT\(l  whifli  I  lminl»Iy  trust  will  Im*  bicssoti 
to  \\\o  suciTS'^  ot'  liis  cjnisc. 

*'  Tli(»  ('Ici'ixv  in  Ncwl'onndliind  n\v  inMiiitiiiiMMl 
niuiiilv  l>v  tho  uoMo  Sociciv  r<»i-tli(>  I'Tttpiiiiiilio?!  ol' 
tho  (Josjh^l  ifi  Forrimi  l*iirts,  but  (Ii(>  |MM)pI(»  nic 
ciiIKmI  on  l>y  tho  Uisliop  ii^  )trovi(i(»  n  lionso  juni  a 
small  stijUMid,  iu'cordiny:  to  tlioir  rospoctivi*  luoiins, 
tor  tl\(Mr  scviM'iiI  nussiiMi.'nii^s.  In  sonio  insfjincos 
oviMi  this  modonito  rocpiisition  niniiot  l»o  conipliiMl 
with,  tVoni  tho  i  \tn>m(>  povoi'ty  ol'  (ho  lolllors. 
It  is  my  ho|)o  \o  ooniph^to  tho  ohnich  ostiihlish 
n\(Mit  in  this  islnnl  durinu:  tho  onrront  your,  l»y 
i\w  addition  ol'ti\(^  niis^ionurios,  nnd  thoso  will  Ih> 
prinripally  stationcvl  at  fho  sonth-wosf  part  ofthc 
oolony. 

''  \Villi  th(^  liluM'al  aid  oltho  So('i(>ty  lor  Pro- 
motini:  Christian  KiiowIimIuc,  and  that  of  fho 
Sooiotv  ol'  Dr.  l>rav*s  Assooiatos,  1  hopo  also  to 
onrioh  tho  (dorioal  an<l  parochial  lotidini;  lihraiios, 
to  oroot  sovoral  now  school-honsos,  and  to  ostahlisli 
a  priutinu;  pross  at  tho  TluMdt^uioal  Institntion  at 
vSt.  dohn's.  In  many  of  thoso  works  I  lotdv  lor 
assistance  iVoni  tlu^  Diooosan  (duiroh  Sooioty,  in 
which  I  hopo  to  aco  onroUod  almost  evory  nuMulJor 
ot' our  oinumuniou  throughout  tlu^  lau  !. 

(Signed)         '' Arnui:v  Nkwfolndlam)." 
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tlir  missii»tis,ninl  srliunls — the  ScIkmiIs  lirinijr  clliclly 
ill  conncNinii  with  tlic  NrwI'oiimlliiiKl  iiiid  liiitiMli 
P  North  Ainoricini  School  Socirly — mimI  of  tho  rhiiirh 
iiKMnln'is  ;  ol'thc  mission  to  the  Micmiir  Iinliiins  ;  <»l 
the  l''iisf  (hmkm'iiI  I'ii>isc(.j)nl  Nisifiition  in  Octohcc 
IS  1 1 ,  Mini  ol'thc  visitMt  ionstd  thcniif-hjirliours  ninl 
stiifioiis  diiriii;'  the  sniin*  ycM?',  whc?i  his  jnrdsliip 
liii\cllc(l  ofn>  thoiisMinl  oin-  liiirnh'cfl  hikI  eighteen 
iiiil<'s  Ity  scM  Mini  hiinl,  visited  tlMi'ty-fi\e  sfntions, 
(oiiiii'iiied  oiH'  thoiisMMd  ori(«  hninlred  uiid  thirty 
six  persons,  eonseenifed  six  ehiirrVes,  oricrinMted 
(ir  Mssisti'd  in  the  ImiidiiiLr  of  twenty-om'  nevv 
otirs,  ordiiined  two  priests  nnd  ei^ht  d(  Mctjns, 
niid  loiimled  or  restoi-ed  more  tlinii  twenty  (lay 
1111(1  SimdMy-schools. 

An  Mhstrnet  of  thiif.  portion  of  the  dioeesd  com- 
Itivheinlinu'  the  lieniiiidMS  is  jdso  udded. 

This  VMlunhle  piiper,  Ap|M'ndix  No.  \'.,  shews 
tlirt  thei'e  were  .'»i),L' M  meml>ers  of  the  ('jiiireh- 
(•l-lMi,L,dMnd  in  Newfoiiinlhind,  in  I S4 1  ;  and,  in- 
(hidiiiij;  the  lierminhis,  .'V.Vill: — 75  (•jiiin'hes 
;iii(|  cliMpels,  .'M  (derirymen,  (15  licensed  tejndiei's, 
•ln.'»5  chiindi  pn[)i!s;  whilst  tinj  chnrcli  n^orii  is 
cnly  for  l!),t!l(h 

The  Appendix  No.  V.  will  shew  where  the 
(limvli  members  predomiimtc  most  in  the  difrcrent 
parts  of  the  island,  and  wIkmc  the  clergy  and 
schools  an!  statione(l. 

The  erection  of  n.  cathedral  Jit  St.  John's  is 
iilioiit  to  l»e  urnlertaken,  the()ld  wooden  church  in 
till'  centre  of  the  town  havinii  decayed  so  much 
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as  to  entail  a  very  lieavy  expenditure  for  repairs 
necessary  to  its  continuance ;  nearly  4000/.  have 
been  raised  towards  it  in  St.  John's,  and  about 
2000/.  in  England. 

At  present,  the  capital  has  two  churches,  both 
wooden  buildings,  v/'iich  are  quite  inadequate  for 
the  increasing  number  of  members ;  and  thus  the 
cathedral  becomes  a  most  important  and  neces- 
sary object,  and  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge  have  liberally  given  500/.  towards 
it,  and  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gospel,  500/. 

The  dissenters  from  the  church  are  very  nume- 
rous, and  the  Church  of  Scotland  also  has  so 
many  influential  members  in  St.  John's,  that  it 
is  intended  to  erect  a  church,  build  a  manse,  and 
obtain  a  minister,  for  which  purposes  the  Governor 
has  recently  made  a  grant  of  valuable  land  to 
trustees. 

The  Weslevan  Methodists  are,  as  usual  in  the 
colonies,  a  highly  respectable,  loyal,  and  exten- 
sive connexion.  They  have  no  fewer  than  13,000 
people,  under  the  charge  of  thirteen  missionaries, 
in  the  island. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  lley.  J.  Snowball,  priu- 
cipal  missionary  in  the  island,  for  the  following) 
table  of  information  respecting  this  truly   loyal 
body  of  Christians. 
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"  W  1^  li;\\  r  n\'n\  liMlf  (i;\\  mlionl-^.  lUii'  ill  (  HI 'i  It '-J.  (Hie  in 
PInrk  Hi  ■iti.  !\H(I  one  in  Culiilinn.  I'Iip  «<>!irln  r-i  o(  (Ikm 
iM'liools  oHii'i;\(t'  n<»  Inv  pirnchtM  «  nit  flip  S;il»l>;i(li  «l;i\ '»,  :iinl 
Mvo  pnvllv  jv.vid  out  ol  om  Ali'^^ioiinrv  I'niitl  ( )in  <i;i\i'l 
\'\\\t3  iui««i(>narv  to  llic  v  < -^(w  ;\iil  jil'^o  iniu'i  iiilciiih  n  scliiml 
in  \\inl»M.  Wo  li:i\r  tliirt\  roinninilioii'J  rlinpch  on  tin, 
i«l;\nil  :  and  ur  Ii.'uc  a(  li  ;»-;(  (Iiirtrcn  thoiHuinl  n<'o|i| 
\in»l«  r  onv  «'i\rr,  and  mniiv  oiln  i «  to  x\  lioni  >n'  occaiioimlh 


I.      lU    tlir  tir<l  of  .Innc.  it  it   ho  not  tl 


j)roat'h  tlip  i:o>5|M 

loo  latr.    I    shall  hv  al»l«'  to  I'mni'jli  yon  \nlli  ■;onic  Initl 

partionlais. 
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"St.  .n>lii\s.  'AOiU  Alaivli.  1S4'.V 


Th(^  ( 'onur(\i:!Ui<MiMl  wv  Iu'IoimmkIimiI    iliiifch  h 
pn'sid*^!    o\cv  !it    St.    John's    hv  IIk'    l^>v.  D.  s 
\Vmi'»1.  who  liMs   mIso  Ivintllv  uiviMi  iht^  rollowm 
intonuMtio!!  ri\'<]iootii»u-  it. 

"  Thi'-  t^lmivli  WHS  iiistitultNl  in  Iho  ywv  oloi, 
l,oi\l.  177S.  ;it  n  tin\(MvluM)  thrtiMNns  (ho  ur(>ii|i\ 

ns  ! 


co\ 


M 


in\;\gin:]Mo    ih^tilution     of    I'rliuions    www 
this    ishni«l.    :is  M|^]H\'ns    tV«Mn   i(^  i^arly    !( 
It  is  i(hMUiti(\l  witli  {]\o   \u>]o\M'}\\\v\\t   or   ('oiioi> 
iintitMinl  cinuvhos  in    I'n^'hind.  by  whoso   hon('\ 
lont  (\(M(ions  it   wns  oriiLiiniilly  tonuih^l :  il   h,,- 
nlwavs    IxHMi    sn]>portoil    hy    its    (>wii    |mmv-i>m;;> 
Mud  tho  \oluntary  oontrihntions  ot'  its   iViiMui^ 
tho   tirst   niinistor  or<hunotl  in    Ijiiilaiid   to  t;il 
i]w  ]>a>toi:il  oh!\riri\  was   Mr.  »lohn  JoniN.  w! 
h\boin\\l    suooosstully    an\o!ig   tlioni    tor    twiMu\ 
ono  voars;    and   althonah.   sinoo  his  doroast\ 
has  siitVorcvi  many  vioissitniK^s.  in  ronso(|n(Mu\    ■. 
its  [H\niliarly   isolated   sitnation,   it    has    ahvr.yfc  ( 
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iiniiiihiiiHMl  ;i  slrj|(lv    fiii'l    it  mwcf iiMc    |i(isition    in 
SI    Jnliii's. 

'^  lis  |»r('S('n<  iiiiiii';|<'r  ]v\'\  u  |i!is((ir!il  clinr^r  in 
|)(  vt>ii<liiro  <<»  fiilv"'  til''  nvcr'^ii.nit  <>t"  llii<  cliiirfli 
III  \\\r  yi'Mi'  1.^21,  (iinl  siiiri"  llijil,  jtciinfl  Ims  <'m?i- 
iiiiii('(l  lii*^  l".Nniirs  with  ('iicninjiin'iii'iil.  find 
ii('('''<s.  I  Ihm'c  lire  tinrr  |inl»li('.  scivi'Ms  nn 
the  LokIV  <liiy,  Mini  iwn  in  tlic  week;  tlirj-c  is 
;iti  iiuninil  t'li^t  il;iy  n]»^rrv»'(|,  mikI  !il«>  !i  «l!iy  <A' 
■iniiiiiil  tliiinksgiving.  'I  ln'  nirinlicrs  uf  this 
(lirisliiin  conininniun  urr  rcsjtcctMhlr,  in  «'li)i- 
i:ii'l('i'  Mini  nnnihrr,  :in*l  Ih'  if  jiliicr  (.1'  winship  is 
w'll  iitt<Mi<KMl.  'I'hrii-  SiiMt;illi-S('hi»(i|,  snpi'ortrd 
bv    Vithintiirv    coiitrihntidns,    is    hir«r<',    .'in'l    well 
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Ciilil 


hu't<'<l    l>y    i'«'s|M  rj!ihh>    sn|K'rintrn<l<i!J-,    imd 


triji'lH'l'S. 


It  iniiy  lir  hilt  jnstic'' In  siiy,  fhiii  s<"v<'r;!l  "tlicr 
1'  \v<irshi)t,  sitiiiiliMl    in   (lifll'rcnt,   |»iirts  of 
he   flisti'irt,    ori<rin!it«'<|    nith    tlicni,    iiri'l    -w^')'*', 


|('(S    o 
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iiiiilv  (  rcctcd   by  tlicir  cNcrtions — viz.,  tlic  ohi 

nhicc  (•!'  worship  m(    rui'tu_!i;:il  (Jove;   th«'  |>l!i('<',  of 

l)>(Mir\  I    u(ii\dii|)  at.   IV'tty    Ilsirhoni',   now   I'ij»isr/)ji:il ;  tlic. 

it  ^■■'m^  rliiirch  nl  (,^)ni(li  Vidi,  i'ais<'(|  wholly  l»y  tlic  vxcv- 

'\N-voi>B  lions  cf  the  minister  <ii"flK'.  ( 'on^M'('«!;ational  rhnrch, 

iVuMin"  R  ;iii(l  constituted   tli(>  joint   |>ro|)('rty  of  the   l'>[»is- 

to  talR  i(»|>;il,   Congivgational,    and    Wcslc^yan    lio<li<'S  in 

|os.  \\l  S  this  town. 

tUOVu 


The  lJonian-('ath<»lic  (diurcli  has  lon;j;  l»<.;f;n 
[e;isi\  ■  csliililislu'd  in  this  island,  and  1ms  luul  s'-vcial 
nouoo  H  vicars  a])ostolic,  Avdio  have,  ,m1so  usually  been 
'.d\^;".\  ■  l)islio|)s  ''in  ])artibus  inlidcliuni.''     Th'"  jn'cscnt 
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ciiiiajit    is   the   J{iii;ht    Keverend    Di".    Fh-min 
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no 


WW  it;i(>N.  :\i  \NM  us.  and 


\  irnr   Aposl<-lit>.  nnd   I'i -Iii'|>  ol' (  'n  ptr^in.      I'ikIci 
l\is  mi  i'^tlirj  iiMi  \^  !)  \  inn   'M'lKM  111.   imd    scxonlrrt) 


uinsls.  (lisJrihiHiMl  in  llio  Itillowino  «lis(iir<M 


iNoii  rn  -niMJF. 

St.  .lolni  >:.  rtoni   Trftx    Hmhour  (o   KcllvfMcvj      Join 
r.tit'.t(«.  f'vdm  l\rll\  s:vru  "^  (<>  S|i!U\inHl''<  Hmv  ,  lun. 
llnil>o\n   (i\iiti\  iniin    SpaniMVii*    Mmv    to  Wi'sfnii  Urn 
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Si.   ^l;n\  >^.  \\\^\\\    r\r|i;»'5sr\    (»>  ('!\]»r  St.  Aliuy's      mi 
riiU'tnliiK  liom    (";i|i(^   S(      M;\v\'s   (o   ronip  1)\    ritai 
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uMiv      iinr 


^l<M:\>-h<MM\  rn>iM  t'oiwo  b\    ("liaiu'f  to  r;na»lis('    -on 
U\nin — otir. 
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Vliis    \ir!n'i!it.    \\lnrli.    wIkmi    i\w   r;illi(Mlr;il  h  B  ni'hi'ccIv 

'   JIIkI    S|)| 

itation  now  (MulM';\r«^s  10.()(M)  Irisli,  ov  ihcw  K  ''"'(iiii^s 
«losoi  n«l!\nts.  nM<i\(^s  oi'llu^  islniul :  nnd  the  pupii  J  'I'l'it  >\\u 
latiiMi  rtMurn  cX  IS;>(>.  (  Ap|HMi«li\  No.  \"II..)  wii:  k  "n'ii'  |m'( 
'.\\Xov\]  \]\c  Wsi  |>r(M>r  J1S  to  tlio  jioints  !ii  Aviiii!  B  Tliis 
thoir  nuiubors  :n\^  (hi<Mlv  ronoontratod,  St.  .l(»lui>  B''^'''"'*'"*! 

'»)'     vol  II 

Iho  Insliop  is  aUsoiU  in  In^hnul,  and   lluMVJon  B  I'oiii  Kt. 
it  would  not   bo  |>rnctio!\blo  to  obtain  a  syno|bbB^'''"n  Hio 


n  SI  (MIS  ni.  nil  ri  on  I' 


i  I  I 


Imn 


nUt' 
('bar,.-, 

—  on> 


iiniltM'  111';  iiiit  lioril  V  ;    IniJ    I    Itrlirvc   ||i<il    wliiil   is 
hnv  sliilol  i^j  siili^hinjiiillv  cnncrl. 

Tlio  ltisl)(i|»  is  piiiriitipil  ill  llip  nni'^1  ni((i(»!i  (t| 
n  slom*  ciil  IiimImiI  nl  S(.  .Ifilm's,  ii|hiii  ii  iM!ii»;iiiric<Mir 
S('!il(\  mihI  \vliirli  wIkmi  ciiniitlrlrd  will  I>p  smuid 
Ik  iitt  I'l'liuinii^  rdilirt'  in  llrili^li  AnicricM,  liriiiu 
jMiiiiil.  11^  liir  II  ;  |in"^riil  ii|>|triii'!ilM'r  I^m's,  Id  lliiit. 
Ill'  MmIiI  roiil  :  iiiid  scvniil  nl  IJir  rliiirclirs  ('reeled 
iiiider  liis  direelii»iK.  piii  ( ieidnrl  y  llir  niic  !il  I'eMy 
lliirltniir,  iii'e  veiv  liimdsitiiie  ImildmnM. 

rii(>  sloiie  lor  (lie  enllicdrid  Iims  Iteeii  oliliiiiicd 
ill  ( 'oiieejil  imi  l»!i\.  iVoiii  m  siiiidl  isljind  eiilled 
Kelly  s  Isliind,  wlieic  il  \mi  ^  roiiiKl  (u  lie  in  ^ricnf. 
(|ii!iiilifv,  iind  iii'iirly  rendy,  iVoiii  nfihirnl  slDili 
li(':ilion  nnd  e|e;i\!iin',  lur  (lie  use  of  1  lie  iniisfin  in 
llie  I'lMiuli  w  :illiii_L';.  TIn'  eiil  sluiie  \'ny  I  lie  (loors, 
uiiid'Mv-,  |>illiirs,  iind  IVnnl,  luis  l»eeii  l>r(»ii(r|it, 
Imni  lii*"  eelebiMJed  while  uiiinile  (|iliil'ries  ol' 
Kiiijjjstown,  lornieily  |)iinle!irv,  neiir  hiildin,  iind 
.(line  el  il  M!i^  been  worked  l»y  nn  iiilelliu;(-nl, 
sloiie-eiiller  inlo  eiipiliils  iind  iirtdiivolls,    wiMi   !i. 


i(M'( 


loiii    jind    dejdli    ol"  eiitline;    wliicdi     \\    vi)\\\<\ 
sfiireely  l»e  expeeleil  would  l»e  obtiiined  in  solnnd 
mill  splintery  ii    mMt"»'riiil.      I   sjiw   some,  of  tlicsn 
('iiMiii,i;s,  in  llie  orMMiiienhil   u'ork  of  m  ciiititfiJ,  so 
ilei'p  nnd  iVee  tliiit.  1  coiild  jdjiee  my  Iniiid    beliind 
tlieii'  iirojeelin^Li;  sei'olls  iind  i'iices. 
wliiiiB     '"''^  (MJiliee   will    |)r(»senl,    when    (inislied,   th.; 
l^^l^ii'.Bcxtraordinjiry  Inct  of  luiviiiit^  heeii    niised  (diielly 
liy   voliintiirv    isihour.      The,   sloiie    wus   I)roii;^lih 
lu  ivlon  B  ^''*'"*  Kelly's  Ishiiul  in  vessels  I'ree.ol' eJiMr^e,  riiiscd 
lvnop>i^B'"'"^  llu'  sh()r(>,  hinded  on  (he  bishop's  whiirf,  un«i 
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ki:m(;k)N,  manm:us,  and 


i;ik(Mi  ii|>  tlic  stcH'ji  hill  on  the  siniiinit  uf  ^A'liu'li 
tlic  ciillu'drnl  stiiiuls,  and  liinidcd  to  the  huildcis, 
all  hy  volujitai'Y  lahoiir — ukmi,  women, andrhildrcn 
assisting  in  the  w<']*k;  ;ind  in  one  working  seasen 
(>r  snnmier  and  antunni  the  eno)-nu»us  walls  ol'tliis 
ehnicli,  ea]>ahle  oriioMing  several  tliousan<l  |)e(»])l(', 
uei'e  raist'd  twenty  leet,  antl  the  Avindows  aindicil 
and  seenred  by  s(n'ei';d  eourses  ever  them. 

It  is  a  envious  sight  in  the  winter  numtlis,  wIumi 
the  snuw  is  good  ioi"  I'oads,  to  sei'  whole  gangs  d' 
hardv,  health v-loc»kinsi:  ^sewlonndhind  fishermen 
drairiiinii",  hv  main  luree,  tons  ol'  stoiu*  on  sledir's 
lor  miles. 

The  present  hnilding  in  whieli  worsliip  is  ])(']■• 
lormed  is  vei'y  lai'ge,  and  eapiible  of  hohling  i'roin 
thi'ee  to  i'oni'  thousand  ])e(»})le,  but  is  in  such  a 
slate  ol'deeay,  being  wooden,  as  to  render  re])!iii' 
loo  e.\pensi\e. 

The  bislio])  lias  an  e])iseopal  residence,  and  li;i> 
obtained  a  very  large  grant  of  valual)le  land  from 
government,  for  a  church-yard  and  other  ])uri)os'',s 
adioinino:  the  new  cathedral. 

There  is  a  small  convent  of  nuns,  oi'  the  pre- 
sentation order,  consisting  of  four  ladies,  who  devote 
their  lives  to  the  education  of  children,  and  to  pur- 
poses oi'  similar  utility ;  but  they  are  never  soon, 
as  in  Canada,  abroad  in  their  conventual  habit; 
nor  do  the  l\omaii-ca.tholic  clergymen  wear  a  dis- 
tinctive dress,  as  in  that  country;  these  i\h 
superintend  their  schools,  which,  in  St.  Jolin's, 
particularly,  arc  very  extensive  and  well  con- 
ducted. 
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The  hist  ciMisiis,  tnkcii  in  18,".(),  giv(\-;  fh(j 
])i)l)rJ*itioii  of  Ni.'wroiiiKlIiiiKl  MS  follows  ;  hut  the 
(Ictail  intiy  Ix;  stu(li('(l  in  ApiMMidix,  N<;.  Vl.,e;ire- 
fiilly  ahsti'Mcted  from  pultlie  recoids : — 

Miih's    42.07 1 

romaks .'}.'),UJ(i 

Total    7.>,()n4 

Of  whom  wore — 

rimrrh  of  Enj^laiui  IVotost.u.ts,  'J(j,740  )  *^}."i''>'   ^'"'"^': 
Wcslryan  Mrthodists,  and  a  low  '      iT"  / 

otlic>r  disscntors 10,030        »'"Ki'^l'  dc- 

'  scent. 

Roman  Catholics 37,718  |I'.'^''^*"     '*^ 

[  Irish  descent. 

This  would  shew  ii  preponderance  of  tlic  Koniart 
Catholics,  consisting  then  of  342;  hut  it  npjK'jirs 
tiiiit  that  proportion  has  heeii  much  augmented 
hy  emigration  and  hirths  since  that  period,  and 
it  is  very  possi])le,  if  a  correct  census  were  now 
taken,  that  the  population  of  Newioundlantl  is 
little  short  of  10(J,(HX),  all  15ritish  or  of  British 
descent,  of  which  the  Irish  and  native  Catholics 
are  not  fewer  certainly  than  50,000,  nor  are  tiie 
English,  Scotch,  and  their  descendants  less  nume- 
rous. The  numher  of  dwelling-liouses  in  iH'Mi 
was  11,101,  and  these,  it  is  known,  have  VQry 
coiisiderahly  increased  all  over  the  settled  parts  of 
the  island. 

It  would  extend  this  work  too  much  to  go  into 
more  detail  at  present,  and  therefore,  after  a  few 
sbort  ohservations  upon  the  population,  we  must 
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inru'lv  iiolicc  sonu'  (•!' the  Iciidiiifi;  clniiilirhlc  iiisli 
tiilioiis,  iil'tcr  (>l>s('rvin^  tliiil  the  subjiu'l  of  rdii- 
rntioii,  Immiiii;  now  mulcr  roiisidiM'ution,  it  is  to  lie 
i'tM-Mujlv  IiojmmI  fliMl  soiiu'  pliui  uiMV  Ik'  iimliirc*! 
1>V  wliit'li  jMiMit'  sr!i(>«»ls  slmll  soon  l»c  jmiI  iiilo 
ojHM'Mtion.  As  iiiMiiy  rciulcrs  tliiiiU  il  liili^iiini'; 
t(»  rclor  (o  jmI)1»'s,  Iml  mtc  still  ^rcMtly  iiitcicstcd 
ill  sju'lj  su1>i(HMs,  we  sliMJI  luiolly  oltS('i\(>  tliiit  tlic 
("hui'oh  <•!'  I'uulinul  ukmuIxts  and  tlir  WrsIryMii 
Mrtliodisis  iM'cviiil,  or  out-nuiiilxT,  tlic  Iiouimii 
(';itlioli«'s  ill  tln>  lollowiiiii'cjcctonii  districts  on  tlic 
jiortli-ciist  ol'  tlu'  islinul  : — ('ou('(|)tion  liny,  Tri- 
iiitv  H;iv,  r>oiiMvist!i  r»iiv,  I'ouo  ;  on  tlic  soiitli 
ooMst,  :it    niirin,   Fortmu'   r>;iy,  ;ind   tlic  wostrni 

sluM'O. 

ill  ('oiir(^))ti(»n  l>;iy,  tlio  \V(*sK'yiins  arc  tli(Muos( 
nmnrnMis  ot'  nil. 

riio  ConiiTcujif  it>iiid  or  lnd('|nMid(Mit  (dmi'cli  Inis 
its  rliicT  liH'iility  :it  St.  .lolm's,  nnd,  1  slionid  siiji- 
|>osi\  consists  srMi'crly,  iit  the  utmost,  oi'  mow  tli;iii 
M)0  nu'inbiM's  in  the  wlioh^  ishmd. 

'Vhc  Wosloyan  Methiulists  it  is  sron  already 
niiinbor  i;>jhM. 

The  Chmvh  ot' Scotland  lias,  in'obaMy,  (tor  \i< 
extent  isnnkiunvn  here,)  M)(K  ehielly  in  St.. lolm's, 
or  o\]\vv  ]\\vixc  plaees. 

The  (  linreli  of  Kiiiiland,  ;;0,1>11. 

riiisiiives  a  known  tc^tal  ot'^l i/Jl  1  Protestants, 
wlio  are  elTuMlv  l-'nulish  t'rom  (he  west  ol'  Kmiland. 
er  el'  Knglish  deseent.  with  a  sprinklinii'  onlv  ri' 
Seeteh.  and  a  verv  t'ew  nortli  ol'  Ireland  i^reshv- 
terians. 
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Tlu'  iiotnini-oiitiiolic  )M)|»iil)iii()ii  I  linvc  Htiitcd 
lis  known  to  ox<'<'('(l  40,0(10;  iiimI  s(»  littlii 
is  yd  f.^!i(lH'r('<l  ol'  i]\v  distMiit.  stnlioiiH  on  tin! 
north,  s(»ntli,  iind  Avcstcrn  sIiorcM^  llmt  it'tlio  Pro- 
t(>s(Mnts,  jiH  liiiM  Ikmmi  <l('ni(MiMtrnt«'(|,  nnionnt  to 
11,211,  1  liHVc  no  doubt  tlnit  tlio  ( 'MiliolicH  jiro 
(piil«'  iis  innncnMis ;  in  short,  I  tiiinly  lM'lij'V(! 
thiit  II  Correct  ccnsiis  wonhl  give  r>t  1,000  ;is  th(; 
ivid  nnnduT  of  oich,  jind  tlnit  thr  ?iiitivc-hoiii 
inhnhitiints  coni|Kjso  more  tluin  thrco-loMi'ths  of 
the  whole. 

it.  is  known,  also,  thiit  n])wiirds  of  twelv<' tiiou- 
siind  Treneh  reside  in  Newtoiin«lhnid  ;  inid  in  tiie, 
s]»KMidid  ImrlxMirs  (d'the  r»!i.y  of  ln;i:orn;i('lioix,  tm 
tJH'  west  ectnst,  tlu're  Ims  heen  seen  m  settlement, 
of  live  or  six  lumdreil,  nnd  it  is  supposed  that  i?i 
tliiit  reni«tte  reirion  they  aetuidly  eiii'ry  on  a 
tiirivinL!;  trnd(\  iind  luiild  vessels,  notwithstanding 
tn'iities. 

The  residcMit  ]>opnhition  of  Nowfoiindhind, 
tli(M'elore,  may  now  fairly  hestatf^j  at  e(msi<l(Tal)ly 
ii|>\v:irdsof  100,000 ;  and  tla*  transient  popidatiori 
is  iiifniitely  ^i^reatei",  foi'  th<'  I'reneh  eni[>loy  fidly 
.'!(), 000  saihtrs,  noi*   d(»   the    Aniei'ieaJis   send  out 


lew 


vv  than  20,000  yearly  to  these  coasts. 

fhe  destruction  of  tlie  lorests,  the  suiutiirlin 
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and  tlie  absence  of  all  conti'ol  over  tliese  ])eople, 
us  well  us  the  interests  of  i-eliiiiion,  must  str(m;i;ly 
piiiiit  out  tlie  necessity  of  settlin;^;  [Ik;  western 
I  I'oiist  at  one  or  tw(>])oints,  ol"  pi'ovidiufi^  iore(luea- 
I  lion,  and  for  a  resolute  administrjition  of  the  laws 
lunongst  races  who  are  now  as  much  beyond  our 
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Kon  !\'^  llit'\  uvo  Itrvniid  oiir  (••iilrttl.  mimI  who  mic 
litMirh  iiMxIcrin'j;  lliis  s|i|<'inli<l  i^hmil  ol"  Ic-is  iiihI 
Ir^s  \  nine  t«>  llio  Kiilisli  ciown. 

A^  i>  Ihc  c',\<r  ill  nil  T.i  il i^li  ntltMiir^,  cliniily  i. 
oiMi-^piiiiou^lv    ii)>h«'l<i     in     N*'u  rouiiiiiiiiitl.      Tin' 
olilosj    iii.^t ilulion   »»!'    iIdij    nnhiiT    is    j|it<    rx'iic 
\olrnl     hi^li     Sociolv,    wliirl 


lS()(i 


)  uiis  IoiiimIoiI  ill 
Tiio  Niilivrs"  Sociclv,  l(tini(l('(|  in  ISM. 
is  likclv  jo  Itoronu'  ;i  \v\\  iin|)<>iiMii(  niii\  iukI 
slu^w^  thill  ihiMiiit i\  (^-honi  popuhijion  arc  ii!/'(>!iilv. 
SIS  ill  nil  (ho  otIuM'  |M'o\iiu'(vs,  ussci'linu-  (heir 
(^laiius.  Its  t>st(Mlsihh'  ohjort  is  the  iissistjiiicc 
{A'  i\w  ii!iti\«'  \u)ov.  Mild,  it'  iinlicioiisly  maiiii^vij, 
it  \\\\\  lnMoal"t(M'  h*>M  a  balain'c,  tluvscairs  (>f\v|ii,>|| 
uil'i  iiMiiain  iniwoi.uh*'*!  down  hy  (mIIkm"  of  tlnM'oii 
ttMidinu'  parties,  lor  jutsohs  o|' all  proh'ssions  aii'l 
OViV^K  ar('  adiiiissihh',  tho  only  'Mickol,"  as  I»im- 
tluM'  Jonathan  rails  tluv^x'  (|nalili«'ations,  nMiiiirrd. 
luMii'::,  tlu^  liu'l  ol'  ha\in'4  lirst  sriMi  the  li'dit  in 
Nontoundland. 

'\']w  Motdianirs'  SoiMoly  has  tlu^  sanu^  viowsainl 
id>i(\'t>-  a-^  similar  institnti«>ns  in  l»ritaiii. 

riio    Oort'as   ;uid    lndii;(Mit    Sick    So('i(Mi(\s  aiv 
Aory  usol'ul  institutions,  supporti^l  by  the  (waiiij 
and  industry  ot'  tlu^  ladit\s  ot"  St.  .lohn's. 

'\\w  r>r;tisli.  St.(iotM\uv's,  and  Si'ottish  Socii'tics 
nro  aK(>  olniritablo  institutions,  whoso  dutios  aii 
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riiere  are  thus  ((uite  suirieieut  means  I'or  asccr  ■    dassps  u 
taiuinu'  and  ministerino:  to  the  distresses  of  tli>  ■    l\m 
poor,  wliieh.  in  son  ere  seasons  and  when  provisioh?  m  dcu'l 
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Ivisioi. 


nir    lli^';Ii    ;ni(|    llic    li<liri  ir^    iit^f    i^m    jumlii.  |  i  v.>    ii>{ 
II   Hill,   lllivc   Ihtii    \riv   ^'If'llt. 

I'd'  IIk'  <lillii^'i«'M  uj    kii<>\vlr(|uc  tlid'c  Ml*'   vviy 
lew  ;i(l('«|iiulc  nicniis  \\\  prr^cnl  ;   Imt  llir  |)riii('i|);il 

steps   InWillM 
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i!iv<'    l><  •11   liikcti,  iiiid    till 
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nil' 


tins  Im'cii  miiikrd  l>v  flic  Inriiiiit ioii  oj'  im  \yy'\- 
riiltiiiJil  SiM'irty  ;  ii,  Lit<riiry  jind  m  Yuiiii^'"  Mnis 
SiH'icty  Mr<'  iilso  tliriviii;:;.  liiil  I  slioiiM  j-iil  in 
(l(>iii<i  my  tliity  \ii  tlic  rcMdcr  il'  I  wrrc  to  siiy  tliul, 
litrijiliMf'  liiis  licld  \\<  Ik'skI  ii|i  lirrc,  I'di*  it  li.-m 
Imvh  very  niiicli  ii('^'ln'tr<|  liillirrto,  iiiid  tin-  yoiin^ 
iiicii  M(»\v  s('<"  tin'  iiiiiiiriiso  !i<IviiiiI!i;j;<'  of  lijiviii^ 
lilinnirs  iiiid  pliic^'s  of  iiicctin;.';  to  iinprovn  tlicir 
niiinls  (liirinii;  tlic  loii^^  ii'kI  (lull  winlcrs,  wImm 
liiisiiH'ss  is  Mliiiost  !it  !i  stiiiid,  ;nid  wlxii  no  cvr'ii- 
ii)L':  iTs(Mir('('s,  other  thiiii  those  of  an  ohjt ctioindd'; 
,,.  B  kind,  hiive  heeii  !iv;iil;il»le ;  they  iire  ;ieeordiii^dy 
(Nerlin^^  themselves. 

A  thentre  has  heeii  h.ii^';  estahlished  hy  aiintems^ 

in  wliieli  a  eompaiiy  of  players  iVoin   the    I  nited 

'Mv\  ■      Stptes  have  l>eeu  perlormin«ji;  tins  winter;   )>iittli(i 

liiste  lor  this  aimisemeiit  is  not  vei'y  ^n'eat.  anion </;st 

;^,v  ■     til''  wealthy  (dasses,  wlio  do  not  niin«.d«;  very  I'rc- 

\)V  I     <|ii<'iitly  in  pnlilie,  o^vin^^  jirohahly,  to  the  aeei'hity 

uitii  whi(di  religious  and  political  diirercncos  have 

Imii  iiiaintained  ol' late  years. 

Ill  attem)itiii<:;  to  deserilK'  tlie  manners  and 
cnstunis  of  the  ])eople  of  Newfoundland,  I  must 
necessarily  he  very  eoncise,  lor  tlic,  distinction  of 
classes  is  very  strongly  drawn,  and  rcfiuircs,  thierc- 
I'ore,  very   little  knowledge  ol'  human   natui'e  to 
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It  is  not  Iktc,  ns  in  ('juiiida,  tlint  marked 
niitioniil  iVatnrcs  bet  ray  the  inmuMisc  iinporfancc 
to  the  I'ntnro  >v(»ll'ai'('  of  tlicconntrv,  of  l^'in^  well 
jiO(]naint(Ml  with  llio  t'(;('lin«i^s  ol'  the  inhabitants, 
witlj  their  prejndices  and  peculiarities,  oi*  that  the 
►statesnian  and  ])hihinthropist  shfudd  minutely  and 
carel'nlly  study  thcni,  in  onh'r  to  beneiit.  the  gene- 
rations to  eonie,  in  order  to  scHMwe  their  respeet 
and  h>ve  lor  tlie  tostiM'ing  mother  \\\u>  now  swavs 
their  dt>stini(\s.  Newfoundland  has  iu*V(»r  before 
been  a  eolony :  it  has  l)een  merely  like  a  i^reat 
ship  moored  to  the  l)anks,  tor  the  advanta«;(^  n| 
soarchini»"  the  mines  of  oceanic  wi^dth;  and  iis 
naval  law  alone  dictated  its  o])erations,  so  was  it 
iudi»tMl  bv  the  British  lei2:islators  to  ])e  of  utility 
only  as  the  means  of  secnriim'  a  vast  exterior 
comuK^rco.  Euiijland  would  have  Ava<UMl  in  blood 
rather  th:in  have  Inid  a  roj)e  of  this  ship  displaced 
bv  othi^r  hands  than  those  who  manned  her;  biil 
l)y  keeping  this  noble  vessel  too  long  at  anclior 
and  inactive,  she  was  overreached  by  those  who. 
when  her  great  guns  ceased  to  alarm,  took  advan- 
tage by  securing  such  of  the  best  lisheries  as  wore 
out  of  their  command. 

In  short,  tlie  morchaut  came  to  Newfoundland, 
not  with  anv  idea  of  living  there  for  the  rest  of 
his  days,  but  to  amass  in  this  new  Sea  roru. 
sutlicicnt  wealth  to  enable  him  to  return  to  the 
scenes  of  home  and  youth.  Gradually,  however, 
those  who  followed  him  to  assist  in  gathering  the 
spoil,  not  acquiring  more  than,  or  so  nuich  as. 
competence,  found  that  circumstances  rendered  it 
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nc(M'ssjiry  to  adoj)!  tlic  coiiiitiy  tortlioir  cliildrcii, 
iiud  ill  smno  I'miv  instances  tlir  incrrlmnt  liimscir 
rollowcd  I  he  SiiiiK^  courso,  al'tiT  hjiviii;^;  laid  out 
luuoli  caiMtal  in  cotulortabK;  lioiiscs  or  in  isljuid 
siH'Oiilations.  '\\\r  thoiiirlitloss  sailor  and  lislicr- 
inaii  lound  a  cliiiiato  in  ^vliieh  tlicv  rttff/f/  dwell, 
instead  of  the  l)}irren  and  inliospituhN."  desert, 
wJKM'e  lo«»  and  lVt»st,  tVost.  /nd  to;^',  (with  liirious 
stiu'ins  of  wind  and  snow,)  wore  the  otdy  alterna- 
tions in  the  weather.  Theso  poor  hnt  indnstrions 
men  also  soon  fonnd,  when  the  ^I'eat  nioorin^i,^  phu^o 
at  the  l)anks  had  beeonui  for<j;otten  and  disnsed. 
that  foreigners  had  over-nnistered  them  and  their 
employers,  and  that  ships,  brigs,  and  schooners, 
might  now  ^vvk  timploynient  in  other  tradtis  and 
in  other  regions,  and  that  to  carry  on  the  fishery 
and  live,  he  ninst  bnild  small  boat-,  and  creep 
along  the  shores  only. 

Natnrc,  with  that  singnlar  and  wond(;rful  care 
which  is  everywhere  dis[)lay(Ml  for  tin*  interests 
and  well-being  of  nnm,  had  rendered  the  coast  as 
luuch  the  resort  of  the  c>od  as  ever  was  the  great 
submarine  banks,  althongh  she  had,  perliai)s, 
peopled  these  coasts  with  a  smaller  kind,  etjUJil, 
however,  in  fecundity  and  goodness. 

To  pursue  this  shore-fishery  profitably,  it  was 
soon  clear  that  the  ancient  plan,  of  living  only 
during  the  summer  in  this  Ultima  Thule,  would 
never  answer,  from  the  expense  of  abandoning  the 
boats  and  stages,  and  of  the  going  to  and  return- 
ing from  Britain ;  and  a  new  order  of  things  was 
introduced. 
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Many  respectable  merchants  continued  to  reside 
constantly  in  St.  John's  and  other  harbours,  and 
when  they  did  not  return,  they  sent  from  the 
great  mercantile  houses  of  London,  Liverpool,  the 
west  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Irekmd,  a  supe- 
rior class  of  agents  and  a  highly  respectable  body 
f)f  clerks  and  young  aspirants  for  mercantile 
knowledge  and  honours. 

The  officers  of  government  also  became  lixed 
residents,  and  thus  the  course  of  ten  or  twenty 
years  made  a  surprising  difference  in  the  face  and 
aspect  both  of  the  land  and  of  society  in  St.  John's, 
the  capital,  and  in  the  other  leading  towns;  whilst 
the  shore-fishery,  having  increased  to  an  incal- 
<.'.ulable  extent  and  importance,  and  agriculture 
being  about  to  r?ar  its  head  effectually,  the  work- 
ing classes  are  every  year  adding  both  to  their 
numbers  and  to  their  comforts  and  respectability. 

There  is  no  other  distinction,  therefore,  in  per- 
sons and  ranks  here,  than  those  usual  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  British  empire,  arising  from  official 
station  or  wealth. 

The  upper  class,  which  at  home  would  almost 
without  exception  be  the  middle  class,  con- 
sists of  the  clergy,  judges,  councillors,  and  officers 
of  the  state,  with  the  oldest  and  most  wealthy  of 
the  merchants  holding  office. 

The  middle  class — that  class  so  well  nam.ed  in 
England  as  the  "  shield  of  society" — consists  here 
of  the  newer  merchants,  the  conductors  of  the 
business  of  the  extensive  firms  at  home,  and  a 
growing,  most  important,  and  rapidly-increasing 
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number  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  those  respect- 
able men  who  have  chosen  NcAvfoundLand  as  the 
country  of  their  children.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  attend  at  a  public  charitable  ball  to  see  these 
excellent  people  in  their  real  character ;  it  strikes 
every  unaccustomed  beholder  Avith  admiration, 
for  a  finoi ,  healthier,  or  better  dressed  and  behaved 
ecJonial  *'  gentry"  there  does  not  exist.  Pro- 
I'essional  men,  lawyers,  and  medical  men,  belong, 
as  in  every  other  colony,  to  both  these  classes. 

The  third  class  I  have  no  name  for,  as  neither 
that  of  '-'bourer  nor  that  of  peasantry  is  appli- 
cable. 

The  third  class  in  Newfoundland  are  small 
larmers,  small  shop-keepers,  and  fishermen,  or 
fishermen  exclusively.  They  are  w^ell  clothed, 
and  usually  wear  a  distinctive  habit,  which  is  a 
]»lue  jacket  and  trowsers,  of  good  cloth,  and  a  low- 
crowned  glazed  hat.  To  see  these  people  in  a 
public  procession,  one  is  tempted  to  observe,  with 
the  Emperor  of  Kussia,  when  he  fii'st  saw  the 
English  in  mass,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of 
the  allied  monarchs,  "  Where  are  the  poor?"  I 
liave  seen  them  in  every  possible  situation,  and 
liave  uniformly  observed  them  quiet,  orderly,  and 
respectable ;  even  in  the  pit  of  the  theatre,  which 
is  Irequently  during  winter  filled  with  them,  not 
a  word  nor  an  indication  of  row  or  noise  occurs. 

In  the  towns,  of  course,  there  is  a  still  lower 
class,  which  is  engaged,  as  elsewhere,  in  domestic 
or  in  menial   offices,    or  employed    in    hewing 
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wood  and  drawing  water,  or  us  carters,  larni  ser- 
vants, etc. 

But  still,  with  all  these  advantages,  there  aic 
miserable  and  destitute  citizens  enough  in  St. 
John's,  and  plenty  of  poverty  in  the  out-harbours, 
for  which  two  causes  nuiy  l)e  assigned. 

The  lishernuin,  lornu»rly,  during  seven  months 
of  winter  weather,  had  no  resources  but  idleness 
or  drink.  If  he  was  industrious,  it  is  trne,  he 
might  eniph)y  himself,  when  he  resided  near  the 
towns,  in  cutting  and  hauling  fuel  with  his  dogs, 
fi'om  the  Avoods,  which  have  hitherto  been  looked 
upon  as  conuuon  property;  but  since  the  openin,!]; 
of  the  coal-mines  in  Nova  Scotia  am'  ('a})e  Breton 
even  this  source  of  profit  has  been  diminished  at 
the  c.'apital,  for  those  who  can  alford  it  always 
use  coal  for  tiring,  the  hard  wood  being  scarce, 
and  the  sparkling  and  crackling  spruce  and  fii 
kinds  of  soft  wood  not  pleasant  to  burn  in  an 
open  grate,  and  too  exj)ensive  in  close  stoves, 
which  are  not  in  general  use,  as  in  Canada,  foi 
that  reason. 

The  periods  of  hauling  hj  men  or  dogs  on  the 
snow  are  very  short,  ami  very  precarious  and 
difficult,  as,  the  climate  being  one  in  which  high 
winds  and  rain  prevail,  one  night  or  one  day  ot 
wind  will  lay  bare  all  the  approaches  to  the  town; 
the  poor,  therefore,  who  only  use  the  wood  fuel, 
frequently  sutler  much  from  not  being  able  to 
procure  it  in  severe  and  changeable  winters.  Tho 
consequence  has  been,  until  the  successful  iutro- 
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dilution  of  temperance  ])le(lg(.'s  and  societies, 
that  those  unfortunates,  from  tlio  ac(udental 
cjuises  of  a  failure  in  the  fislieiy,  from  consti- 
tutional idleness,  sickness,  or  inability,  either 
took  to  drinking,  or  suffered  indescribahh;  miseries. 

Tlie  other  cause  has  been  the  want  of  roads 
and  the  extensively  scattered  natui'e  of  the  coast 
p(i|)ulation.  Tliere,  if  the  fishery  was  unpro- 
ductive, or  the  winter  vary  rainy,  the  solitary 
settler  had  no  means  of  answei'ing  the  cries  an<l 
wants  of  his  family,  however  industrious. 

But  a  change  is  coming  over  the  nature  of 
society  here.  Temperance  has  ma<le  great  i)rogress 
wlicre  it  is  most  re([uisite,  and  that  is  amongst 
the  industrious  poor.  Agricultin*e  is  patronized 
by  the  government,  and  no  man  presumes  any 
longer  to  assert  that  the  necessaries  for  a  poor 
man's  existence — ])otatocs,  hay,' and  oats — cannot 
1)0  successfully  raised,  whilst,  with  common  at- 
tention, every  "  tilt,"  as  tlie  wretched  dwelling  of 
the  extremely  poor  is  here  called,  might  be  sup- 
plied from  a  small  garden  with  cabbage,  and  all 
other  common  vegetables  and  herbs. 

No  person  who  has  travelled  much,  not  even 
in  those  districts  in  Ireland  where  the  nmd  hut 
is  scarcely  cover  for  the  inhabitant,  can  fancy  the 
extreme  wretchedness  of  the  accommodation  of 
the  very  poor  in  this  island.  I  walked  yesterday, 
with  some  gentlemen  of  St.  John's,  along  the  shore 
in  the  village  of  Portugal  Cove,  not  ten  miles 
from  the  capital,  and  found  a  family,  consisting 
of  a  woman  and  seven  children,  in  a  hut  of  which 
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the  lolloping  is  ii  feeble  description: — It  was, 
pcrhnps,  about  eigliteeii  ieet  long  by  fourteen  in 
i)rea(lth,  for  1  did  not  measure  it  correctly,  fis  it 
was  surrounded  by  feiu'es  and  snow,  and  con- 
sisted of  (»ne  apartment  only,  in  Avliich  the  wIkiIc 
family,  excepting  the  father,  who  had  gone  witli 
his  dog  to  the  woods  ibr  fuel,  were  sipiatting  round 
a  scanty  tire,  and  were  of  all  ages,  I'rom  that  of 
womanhood  to  the  mirsed  infant,  and  they  were 
all  femah^s  excepting  a  very  young  boy  or  two. 

This  dwelling,  wliich  was  as  lofty  as  a  barn, 
was  built  of  poles  or  sticks  of  very  small  diameter, 
placed  upright,  irregularly  together,  and  braced 
every  here  and  there.  The  chimnev,  formed  of 
rough  unmortarcd  stone,  adjoined  the  roof,  which 
was  also  of  poles  at  one  gable  end,  and  wa? 
finished  above  the  ridge  pole  with  boards,  or  short 
slabs  of  wood.  The  roof  had  been  covered  witli 
bark  and  sods,  and  some  attempts  had  (uignally 
been  made  to  stop  or  cardk  the  crevices  between 
the  poles,  both  of  the  roof  and  walls,  with  moss  or 
mud ;  but  these  substances  had  generally  dis- 
appeared, and  in  every  part  of  this  wretched 
dwelling,  was  the  light  of  heaven  visible,  and 
everywhere  must  the  rain  have  fallen  in  it,  ex- 
cepting towards  the  gable,  opposite  the  chimnev, 
which  had  some  pains  taken  with  it,  and  where 
the  unfortunate  family  slept  on  their  rags.  And 
yet  these  people  neither  solicited  nor  expected 
charity,  and  we  had  sought  the  man,  in  order  to 
engage  his  services  for  an  hour  or  two  profitably. 
The  miserable  mother  looked  lean  and  yellow  ;  but, 
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striiiiiiO  to  say,  in  a  cliin;ite  wlioro  tlie  tlioi'- 
luoiiu'tcn'  was  then  not  many  dcurrous  al)uve  ya'to, 
.]]  t'l'^idroH  appeared,  altlion<i:li  clothed  in  li,ii;ht 
siuunier  rags,  liealthy  and  stron,<?. 

The  lioHse  had  evidently  l)een  hnilt  in  better 
days,  npon  too  hirge  a  scale;  bnt  eyeii  tliis  hnt  is 
good,  compared  ^vith  some  of  the  snnnner  tilts, 
uliich  are  constructed  to  carry  on  the  tisliery  in  the 
little  harl)ours  and  coyes,  where,  yery  often,  a 
hu.ue  l>oulder  or  projecting  rock  forms  t\w  oal)le, 
or  actual  rere-dosse,  as  our  ancestors  called  the 
only  chimney,  or  substitute  for  a  chimney,  and 
fioni  this  chimney-rock,  a  fe\v  slight  poles  ])uilt 
up  erect  in  an  oblong  form,  with  a  pole-roof 
sloping  against  a  bank,  or  rock,  the  whole  coyered 
with  bark,  when  it  can  be  had,  which  is  seldom, 
or  with  turf;  and  with  turf  piled  up  against 
the  side  walls,  without  a  window,  and  with  only 
an  apology  for  a  door;  and  the  whole  interioi 
sciircely  aifording  standing  room; — compose  the 
only  habitation  which  often  contains  the  poor 
fidierman,  and  his  generally  numerous  family,  the 
smoke  escaping  always  from  an  old  barrel,  or  a 
Sipiare  funnel  of  boards  placed  oyer  the  fire. 

When  winter  sets  in,  or  as  soon  as  the  fishing 
is  oyer,  this  tilt  is  abandoned,  and  the  family  re- 
tire to  the  woods,  and  erect  another  somewhat 
better.  There  thev  are  rather  more  comfortable, 
as  the  woods  afibrd  fuel  and  shelter,  and  they  liye 
I  on  fish  dried  or  salted,  and  potatoes,  if  they  haye 
I  been  proyidcnt  enough  to  raise  them,  with  occa- 
sionally the  milk  of  a  goat;  numbers  of  these 
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animals  being  kept,  and  suffered,  like  the  dogs,  to 
forage  for  themselves.  t*«f^ 

These  are  the  very  poor,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  they  are  somewhat  numerous;  but  even  in 
the  capital,  they  are  not  clamorous  nor  obstinate 
beggars,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  higher  and  mid- 
dle classes  be  it  said,  every  exertion  is  made  to 
ameliorate  their  condition. 

The  fishermen  and  small  farmers,  who  have  by 
success  or  industry  obtained  a  sufficiency,  reside 
in  comfortable  dwellings,  generally  substantially 
built  of  Newfoundland  Avood,  which,  in  this  part 
of  the  island,  does  not  attain  a  large  size,  the 
largest  stick  or  plank  I  have  seen,  being  not 
more  than  eighteen  inches  at  the  butt,  or  more 
than  six  or  eight  inches  broad,  when  sawn  into 
boards  and  weather  boards. 

The  house,  in  the  country  villages  or  stations, 
and  in  the  farms,  usually  consists  of  one  comniuii 
room  or  kitchen,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  capa- 
cious stone  chinmey,  with  a  deep  recess,  like  those 
of  the  old  farm  houses  in  Buckinghamshire,  where 
benches  and  chairs  are  placed,  and  where  the  old 
people  sit,  or  the  females  knit  stockings,  w^oolleii 
shirts,  and  mittens,  or  fingerless  gloves,  for  tlie 
inen.  There,  during  the  summer,  you  always 
sec  the  good  housewife  busily  employed  in  some 
culiT.ary  occupations;  whilst  the  maidens  are 
citiicr  assisting  her,  knitting  or  sewing,  rock- 
ing tlie  cradle,  spinning,  or  minding  the  in- 
fant learning  to  walk  in  that  most  ancient  jiiid 
most  abominable  invention,  which  consists  of  two 
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circles  of  wooc^.  over  the  iftpper  of  which  the  poor 
cbiUrs  arms  l^^v  t<>  the  manifest  danger  of  ren- 
dering it  round  shouldered  for  lile. 

Tlie  floor  •&  boarded,  and  usually  raised  above 
the  ground  or  x^UaTj.^  which  has  stone  walls,  and 
there  are  pl«iil§'  of  windows ;  but  I  do  not  observe 
that  these  are  often  opened,  partly  because  they 
are  usually  fixtures,  and  partly  from  the  necessity 
of  rendering  them  weather  -  tight  in  winter. 
Almost  every  house  has  a  deep  porch  to  cover 
the  door  from  the  snow,  rain,  and  wind ;  but  you 
very  seldom  see  the  door  shut. 

The  sleeping  places  are  rooms  separated  from 
the  kitchen  or  conmion  room,  by  a  bulk  head,  or 
wooden  partition,  and  the  roof  or  garret  is  also 
thus  employed. 

The  great  difference  between  a  small  farmer's 
kitchen  at  home  and  here,  consists  in  the  absence 
of  strings  of  onions,  hams  and  bacon,  depending 
from  the  ceiling  joists.  Here  you  see  sealing  guns, 
fishing  apparatus,  a  fresh  herring,  or  some  other  fish 
just  caught  supplying  their  place.  But  still  the  good 
things  of  this  world  are  not  Avanting.  I  never  walked 
into  one  of  these  kind-hearted  people's  dAvellings 
(and  I  very  often  did  so  during  my  rambles  last 
summer)  without  immediate  and  silent  prepara- 
tions for  the  stranger ;  for  they  do  the  same  to  all 
respectable  persons,  and  in  my  instance,  very 
frequently  at  first  they  did  not  know  me.  The 
good  wife  puts  some  tea  in  the  pot,  spreads  a 
clean  cloth,  if  she  has  one  at  hand,  or  time  admits, 
boils  some  eggs,  produces  a  pat  of  fresh  butter, 
and  a  large  jug  of  milk,  with  a  loaf  of  home-made 
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bread ;  or,  if  that  is  wjintliig,  white  I^Lscuit,  and 
without  saying  a  word  duriijg  ,the,  prc[>aration, 
expects  her  visitor,  whetkc^yle^is  hungry  or  not, 
to  fall  to,  being  perfectly  iaii|pQd|te'yuu  drink 
three  or  four  cups  of  tea^iptigPmL>ttfr&  cups  are 
usually  small)  and  eat  a  good  nHBpi|8|kread  an.] 
butter,  and  two  or  three  eggs,  whicli  sne  always 
takes  good  care  shall  not  hurt  your  digestion 
by  their  liardness.  Thev  never  offer  fisli,  (tt 
which  I  dare  say,  from  experience,  they  think 
you  have  daily  enough ;  and  of  course  fresli 
ment  is  seldom  seen,  but  on  rare  festive  occasions, 
wlien  tl;e  fatted  calf  or  the  household  lamb 
graces  the  board.  They  have  usually,  however, 
a  stoi'e  of  Hour,  and  of  salt  beef  or  pork,  which, 
with  their  poultry,  would  afford  at  all  times  n 
good  table,  were  it  not  that  the  latter  are  too 
profitably  employed  in  producing  eggs  for  tlio 
market,  and  the  former  too  dear  to  eat  much 
of. 

The  amusements  of  the  people  are  not  very 
varied.  From  the  middle  of  February  until  Nu- 
vember,  they  are  fully  occupied  in  attending  to 
the  fisheries,  the  fitment  of  the  seal  fishing  vessel- 
or  sailers,  as  they  are  vernacularly  called,  lie- 
ginning  early  in  the  year. 

Formerly,  these  ships  were  all  ready  for  the  ioo 
on  St.  Patrick's  day,  the  17th  of  Murch;  hit 
it  was  found,  that  sealers  from  Europe  anticipateil 
them,  and  that  the  best  time  to  start  for  ihe 
floating  fields  of  frozen  water,  was  ac  early  as  the 
1st  of  that  month;  accordingly,  all  is  bustk' 
during  the  latter  part  of  February,  and  the  stone- 
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Mast  wJiich  has  teen  .nil    *,• 
vem-  and  during  S«     f '''  '"  ""^  ''""  ^>f  'he 
wuh  the  rcquisL  5;iij;^7'^  f*  o»  board, 
v'^^'on;  and  should  tJieUtV  "  '    "V""''   ^"'' 
this  period,  ,v],ich  occa«ion;L  .  '"''  ^'"'^  "'^'^"t 
'«"^  C't  getting  to  sea  k    np,  ^  ''fP^'-'"'^'  *he  la- 
I'v  tie  necessfty  of  e,  ?f         l''*^  •"'*  '^f-  Jflin's 
"■'-f^  «^  far  a/the  A^Slf.  '•''^'""'•^^^  ^^^^   the 

'I'if !'aiSu£ r:zS^^^^^^^  "«'  ^--y 

timl'c-r,  and  buiJt  also  bv''^  ,,  .  ''^  ^Newfoundland 
•^"■^f.  ^^ns  launched  7s  e  h"''  "1  ^°"^'*-*^"S''t 
:*Iarc!,,  by  cutting  a  IZ  /  "f  *''=  ^6th%f 
hai'bour.  °    '^  ^^^   ^w  her   across  the 

The  sealers  are  <!ppi.  „,    • 
"'■the  country  to  sf  T  i  ?""-  "'  fro>"  all  .,art, 

a  stick,  six  or  eight  feet  W    'I! •' ,'"PP^''te<l  »>y 
as  a  bat  or  c]„b°to  strlte  ?f '  ''^f'  ''  *°  serve 
''■kTc  he  is  very  v°dnerable    .  1"',°"  *''«  "«««! 
;«  an  ice-pole  and  gaff  o5  iee  ^  t ''°.*°  ""^"-er 
''">J"ig  is  effected,^ as  wel    t^"'"'  7'*''  ^''l^ich 
,T«1  over  the  floes  and  i5e7d3     IT  7  ''r""'?  «=« 
long  sealing  gu„,  if  he  S  inJn^^"' ^'^<-^'"*  Ws 
»»«•  gunner,%r,  ii,  oth'    I     f'''  '''  •'*  ''o^v  or 
■"fisman,  to  sho'ot  he  tk  ir'^l''  ""  -^-^Tert 
""'  le  otherwise  rea  llv  ?  1   '  '''''''■«  t'^y  can- 
«':;;s  rank  before  the     S^e  tf  °^'''-     These  tnm- 

;*«e^  '■-"uneratioVfn  L  wav" V '■"''  '^'-^'^  ^""^^^ 
;'« '-^''ge  of  berth  money  wI?Ll,*'''-"~'^"«n  of 
'    fJ'e  merchant  Mho  s?.nnH      .1''  ''^"'•'^'■^  "'^y 

«*'^^.  for  porinission  to  "Sr/   *^'  ^''''^  ""^ 
H.L.  ,j.  to  go  the  voyage,  the  out- 
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fitting  being  defrayed  by  the  receipt  of  one  hull' 
of  the  eargo  of  seals,  the  other  half  going  to  the 
adventurers,  "witli  these  and  other  deduetions  for 
cxtna  supplies. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  danger  and  hardships 
of  such  a  life,  yet  nothing  in  the  coniniereial 
marine  pays  so  well  as  the  sealer  when  successful. 
It  woidd  be  needless  to  expatiate  upon  the  horrors 
and  constant  danger  of  running  to  the  northward 
in  snudl  brigs  and  schoonei's,  of  from  50  to  150 
tons,  and  in  large  decked  boats  of  half  that  size,  in 
the  month  of  March,  in  such  seas  and  on  such 
coasts  as  those  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador, 
with  a  constant  set  of  ice  from  the  frozen  ocean, 
driven  southward  by  a  powerful  current,  and  in  a 
most  variable  temperature,  with  the  total  uncer- 
tainty as  to  where  to  iind  the  seals. 

The  seal  casts  its  young,  or  whelp,  as  it  i- 
called,  about  the  middle  of  February ;  and  as  the 
young  animal  grows  very  rapidly,  and  contains 
a  purer  oil  than  the  old  ones,  it  is  chiefly  sought 
after.  These  whelps  remain  about  the  ice  near 
which  they  were  born  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  about  three  weeks  after  their  birth  are  ver> 
fat  and  in  perfect  condition. 

In  a  favourable  field,  hundreds  of  them  are 
soon  deprived  of  life  by  the  batmen,  who  merely 
strike  them  on  the  nose.  Five  or  six  kinds  fre- 
quent the  slior.  s  of  Labrador,  and  are  found  on 
the  ice  ;  of  which,  the  hooded  seal,  the  great  seal. 
the  harp,  and  the  rough  seal,  with  the  common 
kind,  so  like  a  water-dog  when  swimming,  are  the 
best  known. 
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During  the  first  sta^e  of  the  growth  of  tliose 
amphibious  creatures,  it  is  necessary  to  their  ex- 
istence that  tliey  sliould  pass  long  periods  of 
repose  out  of  tlie  water,  and  thus  are  seen  the 
vast  hordes  which  congregate  on  the  Seal  Mea- 
dows, as  the  great  fields  of  iloating  ice  on  wiiich 
they  thus  live  are  termed.  Their  repose  is  ehictly 
tiiken  during  the  time  in  which  the  sun  is  above 
the  liorizon,  and  then  it  is  that  the  hunters  attack 
and  destroy  them. 

The  skin  or  pelt,  with  tlie  blubber  or  fat,  is 
reserved,  and  the  carcase  thrown  away,  excepting 
ill  the  shore-seal  fishery  in  Labrador  and  some 
parts  of  Newfoundland,  where  the  whole  carcase 
is  reserved  until  the  sun  has  acquired  sufhcient 
power,  about  the  beginning  of  May,  to  tinnv  it, 
and  to  commence  th(3  pi'occss  of  extracting  the 
oil,  or  where  there  is  not  time  or  op})ortunity 
from  the  state  of  the  weather  to  perform  the 
sculping,  as  it  is  termed. 

The  principal  object  is  to  secure  the  animal's 
skin  with  as  little  damage  as  possible,  and  there- 
fore fii'ing  at  them  is  not  resorted  to,  except  in 
case  of  its  being  otherwise  impracticable  to  kill 
them,  the  large  seals  often  being  so  pugnacious 
[\'  to  require  the  gun,  and  the  hooded  seal  having 
moreover  a  membrane  like  a  hood,  which  he 
I  can  draw  over  his  nose,  and  inflate  so  as  not  to 
he  destroyed  like  the  others  with  a  mere  blow, 
I  unless  he  is  fast  asleep.  This  seal  is  very  fierce. 
The  reason  why  it  is  requisite  to  skin  them  soon 
f  after  death  is  obvious,  as  they  soon  freeze ;  and 
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l)ccausc  tlic  pelt,  with  tlie  fat  adhering,  occupies 
very  little  room  in  comparison  to  the  whole  body. 
Some  of  the  flesh  of  the  cub-seal, — the  heart  and 
liver,  are  also  eaten  by  the  men. 

AVhen  the  cargo  is  brought  to  port,  the  blubber 
is  cut  off  from  the  hide,  and  put  up  in  vats,  in 
Somali  pieces,  where  it  is  left  to  melt  and  dis- 
solve by  jitraospheric  heat  and  influence.  These 
precious  receptacles  are  of  very  large  size,  square, 
and  built  of  slabs  or  small  timber,  over  whieh 
planks  are  fastened,  and  the  whole  tarred  outside 
generally.  The  inside  is  so  contrived  that  the 
bottom  receives  the  snow-Avatcr  and  the  watery  par- 
ticles fromthe  fat,  and  this  is  occasionally  drawn  oif. 

The  flrst,  or  upper  running  of  the  blubber,  is 
the  pure  or  i  ale  seal  oil,  and  is  collected  from 
channels  made  of  leather,  at  about  a  third  of  the 
height  from  the  top  of  the  vessel,  along  the  sides 
of  the  vat.  At  difi'erent  intervals  lower  down  are 
other  channels,  and  the  oil  thus  obtained  decreases 
in  purity  and  value.  The  worst  part,  and  the 
most  horribly  offensive  to  a  stranger's  olfactory 
nerves,  of  the  whole  process,  is  the  renderini: 
down  of  the  remainder  fat  and  integument  by 
hi'c,  in  large  kettles  or  cauldrons,  which  produces , 
the  connnon  seal  oil  of  commerce. 

After  the  fat  is  scraped  off  the  pelts,  they  are 
carefully  extended  severally,  and  between  eac!i| 
skin  is  placed  a  layer  of  strong  salt;  thus  they| 
are  laid  into  piles,  and  packed  for  transport,  in  | 
bales  of  from  live  skins  in  a  bundle  to  such  pro- 
portions as  are  required  by  custom  or  stowage. 
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The  reader  an  easily  f\incv,  if  ho  has  road  Hm 
accounts  of  Parry,  Franklin,  Koss,  Back,  Scorosby^ 
or  other  navigators  in  frozen  regions,  what  adven- 
tures must  be  achieved  to  render  voyages  of  this 
kind  prosperous,  what  accidents  must  occur,  and 
what  disappointments  must  be  endured.  The 
loss  of  life,  too,  is  sometimes  groat,  for  the  poor 
sealers  are  occasionally  left  on  a  liold  during  a 
snow  storm  or  a  fog,  and  vainly  strive  to  regain 
their  boats  and  vessels,  or  sinking  in  their  eager 
pursuit  through  holes,  soft  places,  and  pools  in 
the  ice,  cannot  be  saved  by  any  exertion.  Then, 
again,  carried  on  as  this  pursuit  is  during  the 
vuiiable  months  of  March,  April,  and  part  of  May, 
the  ships  and  boats  not  being  specially  constructed 
for  encounter  with  ice  as  the  whalers  art.',  but  de- 
fended generally  by  only  a  few  poles  slung  over 
,;.  their  sides,  meet  in  all  its  terrific  grandeur  and  dan- 
gerous power  the  ice,  piled  like  Ossa  upon  Pelion, 
with  oceanic  fields  stretching  beyond  ken  even  in. 
h  the  clearest  weather,  all  in  motion,  whirling,  dash- 
I  ing,  crashing,  and  rushing  along,  with  their  own 
['peculiar  thundering  and  frightful  sounds. 

Picture  the  situation  of  a  small  vessel  on  a 
Mark,  howling  night,  caught  in  a  vast  field,  and 
regularly  beset,  the  wind  roaring,  the  arrowy  sleet 
^and  snow,  sharp  as  myriads  of  needles,  rendering 
[it  nearly  impossible  to  keep  the  deck,  and  every  one 
expecting  the  tempest  momentarily  to  change  its 
lirection,  the  ice  to  dissever,  and  the  vessel  to  be 
lurled  along  at  its  mercy,  with  all  the  standing 
ind  runninir    riojfrin^    immovable    from    frost. 
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Man,  for  the  sake  of  gain,  creates  tliese  situations 
for  those  ^vlio,  in  order  to  obtain  tlie  mere  neces- 
saries of  existence  for  themselves  and  their 
chihlren,  consent  to  brave  tliem. 

The  getting  beset,  or  frozen  in,  constantly  hap- 
pens. I  have  seen  many  of  the  sealing  vessels, 
whicli  had  got  thus  cauglit  to  the  northAvard, 
dril't  in  a  huge  ice-field  close  to  tlie  shore  near 
the  capital,  and  the  anxious  relatives  of  those 
on  board  mounted  on  tlie  signal-house,  with  their 
glasses  e^vleavouring  to  ascertain  their  state. 

T]ic  i  .jnber  of  seals  annually  destroyed  in  this 
fisliery  on  tlie  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  La- 
brador, where  they  are  also  caught  in  tide-nets. 
is  really  almost  beyond  belief,  if  it  was  not  Avdl 
ascertained  and  authenticated ;  and  hence  the 
inducement  to  this  profitable  but  dangerous  em- 
})loyment,  when  the  ice  is  on  the  coast,  and  before 
the  cod-fishery  can  commence.  Upwards  of  iiali 
a  million  of  these  denizens  of  the  ocean  fall  vic- 
tims in  each  year  to  the  value  of  their  skins  and 
oil.  Of  the  latter,  in  favourable  seasons,  twelve, 
thousand  five  hundi  ed  tons  have  been  exported. 

If  by  the  addition  of  a  chemical  process  to  tlici 
present  simple  mode  of  manufacturing  the  oil  it| 
could   be  wdiolly  deprived  of  its  offensive  sinoD, 
it  would  be  more  extensively  used  for  chamber- 
lamps,  as  it  burns  equally  bright,  when  well  pre 
pared,  with  the  best  spermaceti,   and  is  not  hal 
the  expense.     The  odour  of  the  best  pale  seal  oiil 
is  very  faint ;  and  such   is  its  utility,  that  tlifl 
commissioners  of  lighthouses  in  the  island  liawl 
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from  continued  experiment  adopted  it  in  pre- 
ference to  the  spermaceti,  which  caused  a  great 
{innual  outUiy.  I  have  tried  it  for  night  and 
liall-himps,  and  found  it  answer  admirably,  and  to 
cndnre  much  cold,  and  when  enclosed  in  a  com- 
mon glass  lanthorn  it  will  soon  create  heat  suf- 
ticient  to  keep  it  in  a  fluid  state  during  the 
coldest  weather  of  this  country.  We  must  not 
judge  of  the  pale  seal  oil  by  the  common  seal  oil 
of  commerce,  which  is  rancid  and  offensive.  I  do 
not,  however,  think  it  would  answer  well  for  par- 
lour lamps,  at  least  for  those  on  the  argand  prin- 
ciple, as  it  contains  more  w^ater  than  the  best 
spermaceti  oil  does,  and  speedily  corrodes  the 
brass  with  verdigris ;  but  it  is  better  than  olive  or 
other  vegetable  oils  in  this  respect. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that,  in  favourable  circum- 
stances, many  of  the  sealers  make  more  than  one 
trip  to  the  ice,  continuing  this  hazardous  occu- 
pation until  the  month  of  June  approaches,*  when 

*  The  seal  fishery  has  been  unfavourable  this  year,  and 
consequently  there  is  much  distress.  I  met  a  young  woman 
last  Sunday,  coming  to  town  from  a  distance  of  six  mile^, 
witli  a  hen  under  her  cloak  for  sale.  Ker  husband,  a  young, 
healthy  man,  had  just  returned  from  the  seai-fishery. 
The  vessel  he  was  in  caught  only  one  seal  ;  he  therefore 
had  nothing  to  receive,  and  returned,  after  a  perilous  icG 
voyage,  to  his  wife  and  four  infants — the  oldest  not  more 
than  six  years  of  age — without  food  to  sustain  them,  in  a 
wrctciied  tilt,  or  hovel,  who  were  all  actufJly  starving, 
and  were  obligen  to  have  recourse  to  the  hen,  on  the 
Sunday,  to  raise  them  the  means  of  existence  for  the  next 
day.  I  went  to  the  hovel,  and  saw  this.  The  man  had  tried 
to  obtain  work,  but  could  not,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather  this  unusual  spring  :  his  spirit  was  broken. 
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it  is  rO(|uisito  tor  all  hands  to  roturn,  to  proparo 
for  the  anuuil  visit  of  tho  capoliu,  or  cod-bait, 
and  tor  tho  cod-fishi  rv\ 

Tho  Ov>d  tishory,  although  not  S(»  dangorous, 
being  carried  on  chiefly  along  shore,  or  near  it,  and 
in  summer  and  autumn,  Ims  its  adventures,  too. 
It  is  needless  to  outer  into  a  long  dosei'iption  ol' 
the  mode  of  catching  and  curing  cod,  as  it  is  now 
well  known.  The  iisherv  eonimeuees  usuallv  about 
second  week  in  June,  and  is  carried  on  in  bo:it^ 
manuotl  witii  two,  four,  or  mon;  han«ls,  ae(N)rdin;j, 
to  size  and  the  distanee  rotiuired  to  go  from  shore; 
most  o(  these  are  mereo]>en  bt)ats,  and  many  havo 
no  sail,  and  are  worked  by  girls  or  boys.  Most 
of  them  have,  ln)wever,  four  men,  who  have  each 
two  lines  placed  over  each  gunwale  of  the  boat, 
and  armed  with  dv>uble  hooks.  The  bait,  accord- 
ing to  the  season,  being  capelin,  entrails  of  tisli. 
herring,  mackerel,  lance,  and  cuttle-fish,  or  scpiids. 

"When  once  favourable  ground  is  reached,  which 
is  verv  often  near  the  mouth,  or  oven  in  tho  months 
ot^  tho  bays,  harbours,  and  coves,  the  boat  is  an- 
chored, and  tho  linos  thrown  over  so  as  t*'*  reach 
the  bottom.  Then  begins  a  most  laborious  opera- 
tion if  the  fish  are  plentiful,  for  as  fast  as  tho  man 
hauls  up  one  lirio  ho  disengages  tho  tish,  or  gall's 
him  if  heavy  and  not  well  hooked,  throws  him 
into  the  boat,  and  then  haids  upon  tho  other, 
havini^:  first  robaitod  his  hook  if  uocossary,  and  lot 
the  tirst  lino  down  again,  and  so  on  for  hours 
together.  When  the  boat  is  full,  or  there  is  w 
prospect  of  more  tish,  she  proceeds  to  her  stage,  or 
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in  sununcr  the  fish  soon  roqniro  salt  to  niako  them 
tit  to  pack. 

A  oliaptcr  might  bo  wriiton  nj>on  the  constiMU'- 
titMi  of  stages,  which  I  Uiwo  already  concisely 
iiietitioned,  the  modes  of  splitting,  salting,  and 
piicking;  bnt  it  wonld  not  prove  very  interesting, 
ntul  th(>  process  has  beo'^  often  described. 

The  most  serions  ''  aw-back  to  the  snccessful 
iiccomi^lishment  of  this  tedious  and  hib()rious 
process,  dui'ing  which  the  lish  unist  bo  often  se- 
piirately  turned  and  shifted  by  hatul,  arises  from 
the  fickleness  of  the  weather  in  the  autumnal 
r.ionths — heavy  fog  andrsiin  being  very  prejmlicial, 
uatil  th(^  tish  is  finished  and  placed  in  heaps, 
T\hich  resemble  in  shape  the  two-penny  sponge 
cakes  of  the  confectioners. 

These  heaps  are  formed  by  placing  a  I'ow  of 
dried  lish,  with  the  tails  outwards,  circularly,  and 
so  continuing  to,  pile,  until  ii  circular  mound  is 
raised,  whose  upper  circumference,  from  the  viiry- 
iiig  si/^es  of  the  lish,  is  larger  than  the  lower ;  after 
which  a  semi-conical  top  is  raised,  and  the  whole 
ODvercd  with  bark,  fastened  down,  if  intended  to 
romain  long,  by  stones  or  withes. 

The  fish  is  split,  and  the  liver,  tongue,  and 
sounds  collected  into  scparjite  receptacles,  and  the 
entrails  and  heads  pitched  through  a  hole  on  the 
stage,  when  they  fall  on  the  beach,  or  into  another 
stage,  placed  to  receive  them,  as  this  offal  is  row 
universally  sold  or  us(id  for  manure. 

Thus  constant  and  heavy  la])our  is  required, 
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and  what  with  the  seal  fishing,  the  collection  of 
bait,  and  the  catching  and  curing  the  cod,  perhaps 
in  no  country  are  the  labouring  population  more 
incessantly  and  toilfully  employed  than  in  New- 
foundland ;  whilst  the  migrations  of  the  fish  them- 
selves in  pursuit  of  food  will  sometimes  render  one 
station  productive,  and  again  in  another  season 
poor. 

As  it  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  enter  into 
some  particulars  of  this  celebrated  fishery  in  the 
next  section,  it  may  be  as  well  perhaps  to  mention 
the  relaxations  of  the  fishermen  from  their  labour. 
The  winter,  with  the  industrious,  requires  much 
time  to  be  passed  in  mending  nets  for  cod,  as  well 
as  for  the  herring  and  other  fish,  caught  in  the 
large  seines  used  by  the  larger  class  of  boats; 
also  in  procuring  fuel,  and,  when  the  spring  ad- 
vances, in  repairing  their  boats. 

The  nets  and  the  boats  are  frequently  lost  and 
damaged  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  by  sudden  heavy 
gales  of  Avind  catching  them  at  anchor,  and  en- 
tailing serious  labour  and  expense ;  nor  is  even 
the  Sabbath  always  a  day  of  rest  in  bad  weather. 

Two  special  seasons  are,  however,  devoted  in 
the  large  towns  to  merry  meetings — Christmas 
and  the  New  Year.  At  St.  John's,  on  St.  Ste- 
phen's day,  little  boys  go  about  from  door  to  door, 
with  a  green  bush  from  the  spruce  trees,  decorated 
with  ribands  and  paper,  (in  which,  if  they  can  get 
one,  is  a  little  bird,  to  represent  the  wren, )  and 
repeat  the  following  verse,  or  something  of  the 
same  kind :— 
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«  The  wren,  ihe  wren,  the  king  of  all  birds, 
Was  caught  on  St.  Stephen's  day  in  the  firs, 
Although  he  is  little,  his  honour  is  great ; 
So  rise  up,  kind  madame,  and  give  us  a  treat. 
Up  with  the  kettle,  and  down  with  the  pan  ; 
A  penny,  or  twopence,  to  bury  the  wren.* 
Your  pocket  full  of  money,  and  your  cellar  full  of  beer, 
I  wish  you  alia  merry  Christmas,  and  a  happy  new  year." 

This  ancient  custom  is,  of  course,  derived  from 
home,  as  well  as  that  of  the  mummers,  who  as- 
semble on  New  Year's  day;  the  former  from 
Ireland  probably,  the  latter  from  the  West  of 
England. 

There  was,  and  still  is,  a  sort  of  saturnalia 
amongst  the  lower  classes,  in  St.  John's  particu- 
larly, and  which  last  tlirec  days,  commencing  at 
Christmas,  with  boys  only. 

The  mummers  prepare,  before  the  New  Year, 
dresses  of  all  possible  shapes  and  hues,  most  of 
which  are  something  like  those  of  harlequin  and 
the  clown  in  pantomimes,  but  the  general  colour 
is  white,  with  sundry  bedaubmcnts  of  tinsel  and 
paint.  A  huge  paper  cocked  hat  is  one  favourite 
headpiece,  and  every  one,  among  the  gentlemen, 
excepting  the  captain  or  leader,  and  his  two  or 
three  assistants,  is  masked.  The  ladies  are  re- 
presented by  young  fishermen,  who  are  painted, 
but  not  masked.  Some  of  the  masks  are  very 
grotesque,  and  the  fools  or  clowns  are  furnished 
with  thongs  and  bladdersj  with  which  they  be- 
labour the  exterior  mob.     Much  ingenuity  is  ob- 


*  Pronounced  here  always  wran. 
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servable  in  tlie  stvle  of  the  cocked  hats,  which 
are  surmounted  with  all  sorts  of  thini?s,  feathers 
in  profusion,  paper  models  of  ships,  etc. 

They  go  to  the  Government  House  first,  and 
then  round  to  the  inhabitants;  and  it  has  been 
customary  to  make  the  captain  a  present  of  money 
for  a  ball,  which  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  car- 
nival, if  it  may  be  so  styled. 

They  perform,  at  those  houses  which  admit 
them,  a  sort  of  play,  in  which  the  unmasked  cha- 
racters only  take  a  part,  and  which  is  very  long 
and  tiresoiwC  after  once  hearing.  It  is  a  dialogue 
^3tween  the  captain  and  a  sailor,  and  commences 
with  Alexander  the  Great,  and  continues  down  to 
Nelson  and  Wellinf^ton.  They  are  both  armed 
with  swords,  and  a  mock  fight  goes  on  all  the 
while,  till  one  is  supposed  to  be  slain,  when  the 
doctor  is  called  in  to  bring  him  to  life  again. 

I  cannot  recollect  the  doggrel  used,  but  as  it  is 
a  relic  of  the  days  of  the  Abbot  of  Unreasor 
and  the  Lord  of  Misrule,  it  is  interesting  and 
harmless.  I  never  remember  to  have  seen  any- 
thing in  England  (though,  to  be  sure,  I  have  not 
been  much  in  my  native  country  since  my  boy- 
hood), resembling  it,  excepting  the  now  very  rare 
morris-dancers,  whom  I  once  saw  in  perfection  near 
Aylesbury  in  Buckinghamshire,  when  a  boy,  and 
who  almost  exactly  resembled  those  described  as  de- 
picted on  painted  glass,  in  an  old  English  mansion, 
in  the  notes  to  Johnson  and  Steeven's  Shakspeare. 

The  custom  of  decoratim?  the  churches  and 
houses   with   evergreen,   at   Christmas,  prevails 
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liere  also,  as  well  as  the  palm  branch  on  Palm 
Sunday.  St.  Patrick's  day  is  also  kept,  but  the 
tutelar  saints  of  England  and  Scotland  are  not 
much  remembered,  excepting  perhaps  by  a  public 
dinner. 

One  of  the  prevailing  signs  of  the  place,  at 
least  in  St.  John's,  is  a  mighty  fondness  fo:^  flags, 
and  instead  of  "  where  holy  bells  should  knoll  to 
church,"  the  periods  of  the  services  are  usually 
designated  by  the  warlike  accompaniment  of  a 
standard,  raised  on  a  staff  in  the  yard,  on  which 
is  emblazoned  the  mitre  or  the  cross.  The  very 
school-hours  are  pointed  out  by  flags  at  the 
school-house  door.  Every  merchant  has  his  flag 
on  his  storehouse  or  wharf,  and  one  would  think 
that  the  utmost  state  of  active  warfare  existed, 
by  only  looking  on  the  military  signal  post,  which 
is  frequently  kept  in  sharp  practice,  signaling  the 
liighly-important  intelligence,  that  a  schooner  is 
passing  the  harbour — that  a  ship,  (rare  however,) 
a  brig,  or  a  schooner,  is  in  sight,  or  two,  or 
three,  or  half  a  dozen  ;  and  I  have  seen  the 
three  masts  and  yards  look  like  a  linen-draper's 
shop,  from  the  quantity  of  cloth  hanging  in  the 
wind. 

Tliis  all  appears  very  childish  to  a  military 
man,  but  still  it  is  of  utility,  as  the  merchant  is 
at  once  told  that  his  vessel  is  in  sight  a  short 
time  before  it  comes  in ;  and  as  far  as  the  packet  is 
concerned,  it  serves  to  inform  the  owner,  the  post- 
office,  and  the  town  in  due  time.  But  owing  to 
the  long  connexion  with  sea  affaii's,  this  has  all 
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l)0cu  carrieil  to  excess.  1  cor.l'oss  I  do  not  likrtn 
HOC  th(!  tiin('-l»onoiii(Ml  ensign  of*  JiritMiii,  that 
glorious  {\'.\^^  wliicli  has  Iu'uvlmI  lor  a  tliousaiid 
years  tlio  battk  and  the  ])reeze,  nuide  a  conun(.!i 
liuck  of — 

"  For,  being  seldom  seen,  it  oaniiot  stir 
IJnt,  like  a  coni'^t,  it  is  voudered  at,'' 

as    l>olingbroko    tells    Prince 
roj^alty. 


Henry    respecting 


Dane.iij^  to  u  i'Mi'^lo  H  i.  favourite  wmter  aninse- 

i :  and,  until  lately, — when 


ment  of  the  (it'  >■  < 
soberness  and  relicctioi  :•  ;  •*  coining  over  the  people, 
like  the  shadow  of  a  siuuiner  cloud,  cooling  and 
invigorating, — the  nnmber  of  grog  and  s})irit  shojK 
in  St.  John's  were,  with  the  (juantity  of  money 
squandered  in  midnight  revelry,  incredible.  Tho 
very  servants  stole  out  of  their  beds  to  enjoy 
tliesc  hurtful  amnseinents,  and  such  Avas  the  tasto 
for  them  that  they  materially  interfered  with 
their  duties. 

Spruce  beer  and  tea  have  superse<led  rum  and 
whisky,  and  if  it  were  not  that  wholesome  mult 
liquors  are  included,  there  appears  nothing  to 
disapprove  in  the  great  exertions  -which  the 
Koman-catholic  clergy,  who  ti'ead  in  the  footsteps 
of  Father  Mathew,  have  n)ade,  and  are  still 
making,  to  rescue  the  ignorant  and  idle  from  the 
baneful  and  deadly  consequences  of  strong  drinks. 

Nevertheless,  I  cannot  alter  an  opinion  expressed 
in  a  former  work  on  Canada,  that  these  temperance 
movements  are  worse  than  useless  when  fostered 
by  designing  politicians,  by  people  who  have  an 


CUSTOMS  or  TIIK  PEOPLE. 


113 


()l)icc-t  ill  view,  mid  who,  uiulor  the  cloiik  of  cvan- 
nolism,   iiKM'oly   want   U)  render    tlicir  otlierwisc 
ol)s<  arc  JumiL's  conspicuous,  ji*  ^o  serve  some  j)ro- 
Icssioniil     I*  private;  pur})o:'e.      'llie  sp(Miter  upon 
religious    topics    at    pdblic     meeting      and    the 
spouicr  I'pon  teni]  erance  are  often  uuicli  alike. 
Let  the    'erg)  do  the  work;  the  ministers  ol'  the 
i)()si)el  (  '   ])eace  are  as  -iredly  the  fittest   iiistru- 
iiK;uts  in  this  moral  relbrnj,  and  it  is  disirustiuij 
to  see  it  paraded,  as  it  was  in  (Canada  ]>eforc  1837, 
by  political  and  fanatical  theorists,  whose  minds 
;uo  so  narrowed  from  early  education  or  preju- 
dice, that  they  cannot  permit  a  fellow  Christian 
to  remain   in  possession  of  (piiet  opinions,  but, 
with  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  or  the 
rod  in  the  other,  would  force  him  to  t'lke  heaven 
l)y  storm,   in  their  own   peculiar   and  dogmatic 
(Uterpri'^e.     "  Every  man  to  his  trade"  is  an  old 
and  safe  aphorism,  and  more  harm  has  been  done 
towards  ensuring  a  return  to  tlie  healthy  regimen 
of  our    great    patriarchal     ancestors    by    these 
meddlers,  than  all  the  alcohol  which  all  the  grain 
of  the  earth  ever  yielded.     Excess  on  the  one 
part  has  met  the  extreme  of  excess  on  the  other, 
and  both  have  joined  hands. 

In  the  army,  no  doubt,  it  is  a  most  difficult  and 
dangerous  experiment  to  admit  of  the  formation 
of  any  extensive  social  compacts  for  definite 
purposes,  simply  because,  by  the  introduction  of 
a  harmless  one,  others  of  a  nature  subversive  of 
discipline  may  creep  in  secretly.  I  should  not, 
therefore,  as  a  military  man,  countenance  "  Tern- 
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|MM';ni«'('    S(>(M('(i('s"    hoin^    csliiltlislicd    cilluT    iif 


r<'^iin(Mits  ov  II)   Misfjmt  g■ilrns^ul^ 


Ixit.  I 


run  set! 


no    liiniii    in  |MTi)iitlin'j,'   llic   soldier,    if  lu>   li(>   n, 
Imiiumm  Ciilliolit',  «>r  !i  rrtttrstaiit  ol'  iiiiy  (Iciioiiii- 


nation,  lo  take  <Ii« 


1(MI 


nporaiM'c 


ri..i 


•  '1'. 


1" 


0- 


vidcd  W  olifains  it  iVoni  a.  clorgynian;  and  I 
really  tliink  tliaf,  oven  in  t\w  Cliinvli  (•!'  I'nglaiid, 
where  vows  ol' any  kind  arc  not  tlu*  ortier  »>!'  llir 
<lay,  and  wliert'  ('V(>ry  nuMiilu'r  is  ])r(VsunuMl  to  a<f 
iVoui  siinjtK'  niotivt's  ol' ounsoitMicc  in  adltcriii^^  tn 
any  resolnticn  \o  altstain  iVoni  ovil,  some  rr- 
iiistry  niiiilit    he  jtonnittcd   tor  the  more  nnedu- 


ea 


ted  el: 


isses,  ( 


•f  tlu 


eir  names,  as  desinnu'  to  adiieii 


to  a  life  ol'  solvrioty. 

The  luunan-eatliolie  s<tldier  roeoives  tlie  ]tledii:(> 
iVoin  his  ]M'iest  beli>ro  the  altar,  and  considers  tlio 
Irreaeh  ol' its  conditions  a  mortal  sin.  Conseieiu'c 
alone  operates  np(>n  his  fellow  Christians,  ;  n<l  in 
nu^st  instances  is  powerfnl  enough,  with  exaiinilc 
ot'the  benefits  desired,  to  eheek  the  I'elurn  to  a  \h\' 
which    is   ])erliaps  more  strongly  adherent  tli: 
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ther 


Many  men  tliink  unless  they  have  receivcvl  the 
pledge,  (1  am  now  speaking  oi"  Protestants,)  lli;;t 
mental  intentions  are  not  binding.  1  liavo  an 
instance   o\^  it   at  hand,  and  1  like  to  cite  lact.";. 

riie  man  is  not  a  soldier,  lie  is  my  gr<K>m;  ami 
gooil  mon-servauts  in  this  ])laco,  from  tlio  paucity 
of  them,  are  not  very  easy  to  obtain,  the  hoet 
remaining  in  their  ])laces,  and  tlio  others  liaviiig 
always  tlio   resource   oi  the    fisheries    or  farm?. 

This  man,  notoriously  the  a'reatost  drunkard  in 
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thoir  high  hmiowii,  (hvp  knovvhMlgo,  scionfitic 
fanu\  or  of  their  devotion  to  their  country  uikI 
Queen,  on  the  oeesin,  in  the  study,  or  on  the 
l)atth?-liel(l,  >vhieh  aet  with  eonseienee  to  (h'sirc 
tlieni  to  nuireh  still  onward  in  the  a|)|>lause  und 
approhatiou  of  their  eountrynien  and  of  their  own 
minds?  Anihition  is  alwavs  honourahle  when  the 
motive  is  good;  and  the  and)iti«)n  to  be  a  soIxt 
and  useful  nuMuher  of  society  is  as  honourahle  in 
the  }uivate  soUlier  as  that  which  decorated  the 
breasts  of  Nelson  and  Wellington  ! 

The  amusements  of  the  higluM'  classes  in  St. 
John's  are  much  the  same  as  in  other  colonies, 
and  as  all  are  engaged  either  in  puhli*'  or  privato 
business,  or  professional  j)nrsuits,  their  hours  oi 
velaxatie<n  are  usually  spent  either  in  diniici 
parties,  t'or  the  Ninvfoundlanders  are  proverbinllv 
liospitable,  or  in  evening  assemblages  at  ejuli 
other's  houses,  where  (|uadrilles  an«l  dancing  ko| 
the  youngiM"  members  of  society  in  pleasant  occu- 
pation, whilst  their  elders  look  on,  play  at  cards. 
or  c*)nverse  upon  the  topics  of  the  day.  Al! 
these  parties,  with  country  excursions  in  sltMirb 
"when  the  snow  admits,  are  carried  on  diiriiii'i 
the  long  winter. 

The  Government  house  ha.-  r.^^ually  given  ti- 
to?)  in  dinners  and  btdls;  the  former  during  tliti 
winter  being  weekly,  and  the  latter  on  state 
other  occasions,  with  now  and  then  a  levee  aud:j 
state  dinner  to  the  superior  ofticials. 

Sleigh  driving,  that  delightful  method  of  pil- 
ing the  time  in  Western  Canada,  where  the  siiow!;! 


canji 


Cl/STOMS  0,..  T,„.;  r,„,,^ 


Miou  l,ci„;r  usually  ,u,.  ,„;•■"•'"""'  "»i.i«  to 

"'''■••'' -'-'p  if-.i" ;::;:'' '■^^'••"'''■' 'vC.^ 

""".on.sc-  ,i,|gc.,s,  whikt,  (•,.",'  ',"'    "•"''  '^'  "I'  '• 
'1.0  wnitor   roa,l.s   arj  of  ,„"•'"">'''''' '""-'<'S 

l"'f 'W^  «>  tlwt  if  ,,  :,,  i' ,  "f  '"'"Jc.l  as  l.i,,|,  „, 

"■"".the  pavement  orlL  t,r""'  '"  ""•'  '">'. 
''--'■or  an,l  .„ore    ,£,,''  'T  "  ^""n,  .,ti^ 

,;t''';'^ '4'o..ti,o  slope  „•,'' "'."'  "t  ^^f-  •'"'."•s 

four,  far  above  i-     r;- «''',"?  J''"'n  t-  the 

Klateralstreetsa,^  .;1.S   "It'"'*''''''''^'^^^ 
]?>  »■<•'"  as  some  of  the  mi„'f^  '•"■'!''  ""^'  «'e*, 
Nuontly  occupie,!  In    b"    '''T"'"^'^'  "'•''■  verr 
Feature  sledi    are  „,'"'• "'''°'   '*«'>''^'l  on  i 

t?»«'  »■•  ice  J,as  formod  I  '  7'''"  *^^  •'"'ow 
^  ."1..S  accidents,  ..articuhrk.  f  *■  '"*■:  "^^'^ioned 
^''»  cannot  r^y  ^^^  ^  ^^^^ -^ns, 

12  "  "'''>'•     Jt  is 
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i';i]'iTal  i'un,  certainly;  but.  lilvo  many  other  things 
in  St.  .l(»hn's,  rucjuiiTS  a  little  local  Ictrislation. 

Sleiifliin*!:  on  Quidi  Vidi  Tond,  TAventy  ]\lile 
Poiul,  and  (.ttlicr  small  lakes  near  the  cai)ital,  is 
sometimes  very  good;  but  no  ice  amusements  even 
on  the.-e  tine  sheets  of  fresh  water  can  lon^'  be 
j.ractised,  as  a  snow  storm  or  a  sudden  thaw  s])oils 
the  ice  for  skaiting,  ball-playing,  etc. 

In  summer,  about  the  end  oi'  August,  the 
young  ]nen  get  up  a  regatta,  on  Quidi  Vidi  Pond, 
for  ( areil  boats,  and  some  very  spirited  niatchcs 
take  })lace;  at  which  time,  the  adjacent  meadow 
foi"  three  days  is  covered  with  booths,  and  loob 
like  an  English  fair,  excepting  that  every  booth 
has  its  Hag. 

Slu'oting,  hunting,  fishing,  and  also  boating  in 
the  harbour,  form  other  recreations;  but  tlie 
shooting  is  confined  to  snipe  and  a  very  few  cur- 
lews, Avith  ptarmigan  near  the  capital;  and  even 
for  these,  long  and  t«)ilsome  marches  must  be 
made.  The  iishing  is  in  the  streams  and  pomk 
and  atiurds  chieliy  two  or  three  kinds  of  trout, 
and  very  seldom  indeed  a  salmon. 

Hunting  is  conlined  to  the  wolf  and  hare,  in 
Avinter,  ami  these  are  both  rare,  and  usually  fol- 
loAved  only  with  duck-shooting  by  the  country 
j^eojile  living  in  the  woods,  or  at  a  distance  froci 
St.  John's. 

I  have  never  seen  a  wild  duck  in  any  poii'i 
Avitiiin  live  miles  of  the  town;  however  lonely i' 
may  I'C  in  the  woods,  still  they  are  plentiful  ii 
the  i.-land,  and  are  frequently  brought  to  ih 
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door,  bonfinninf^  {\r<t  f,. 

of  March.  ^rit^'^^^'''^^"^>"^Uu.r.n, 
Pare.1  to  the  anin.al  ,  vW  k~  "'T'  '•"  -■'""- 
tluy  are  very  .scarce  ne.  r  tl  ,  T"  "'  '"'""•'  ''« 
at  St.  John's  for  two  dol .        ''-""""'"f'^'  •""i  «.■!/ 

J^c'cr,  which  arc  vert  ;'  '"'  "•'"  ■''''""".^'■^• 
'an.lJ.aveaLso,Xml   'tr"'-"'-^'^'"'''-''''J- 
'»«•.««.  "»J  are  .K.tofte  t    :h^t^'''-^^''''  ''"•^^' 
vcnjson  ,.,  ,iear,  but  e.xcel le     i    t .    '""'^'^  ■''''« 

lf«nmg,an,  or  partri,  Ic     "'     V*'""'- 
arc  111  abundance     J  l,.,'"       !     ">'  '"■''  call,;,/, 
without  a  ,log,  yimn  a  mil!.:   .„;!'':,  '?  ,r^''.k"'S 
-'"'"KS  s,.x,  fiv,.  throe,  or  ore  ■     !    •'''''  "'  '^'• 
i'Minmch  of  winter-  but  H,  '""'^'  '>"  the 

pressed  bv  hm  ,rer    w      'i       ''"  ""^  ''-•'•y   sore 
'«  be  trodden"  ,;„"''  ,"'"'"■''  •""'i-''-  fiK-mselve' 
bashes  before  they  ris'"!;f'   ''"'   '">^    ''^■rr;: 
'"P^ofhilk,  and  sLly  Ire  d'l '""''■'-''■  ^'"■'  ''''''-> 
"■l"'f«  tl>ey  can  readily  Zai     tti"f"'  f"""'' 
appears  to  be  beri-ics  •in.I     ,       JT  ''""^'  '"'"■'■'' 
'"■nf>  or  stunted     1.^  "^'^^^^f  the  low,  reenn,- 
"liortleberry  kinils  "  ^''''''berry  and 

f^t^i- ■wS^ne^:i":f  t'*^^"  ^■■'-- 

."'■ng  ■■«  distinct  species-  r?  '^""'^' "'w't  thej; 
ias  taken  so.ne  mCt^'    ""^  ".  S«"tli-man   ,vho 
k/^  is  verv  I  ttle Tlcm:'!;;';^'^'"  't'/'"'"<-s  tha 
pi  grouse,  ^orcoelc  n!^       d'fference  betwivn  tlv. 

Irao  Scoti  ,rs   "and  th  "'°"T^^  '^  «««-i'^k-    to- 
K^ee„s^'-'^t^^-.h.aU^^ 
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ptarmigan.  Both  turn  -white  in  winter,  and  the 
one  in  question  has  a  rufous,  parti-coloured, 
l»rown  phimage,  liberally  mixed  with  white  in 
summer. 

A  cock  bird,  shot  on  the  21st  of  January,  had 
nearly  white  plumage,  and  weighed  twenty-eiglit 
ounces.  A  brace  of  birds,  shot  on  the  23rd  of 
December,  weighed  three  pounds  and  a  quarter. 
Three  cocks  and  a  hen,  shot  near  Trepassey  on 
the  10th  of  May,  weighed  respectively  twenty-two 
and  a  half,  twenty-three  and  a  half,  and  twenty- 
four  and  a  half  ounces,  and  the  hen  weighed 
twenty-two — altogether  making  live  pounds,  thii- 
'teen  ounces  and  a  half. 

Notwithstanding,  however.,  their  being  plen- 
tifully scattered  along  the  inhabited  shores,  these 
birds  sell  for  half-a-dullar,  or  two  shillintrs  mvl 
sixpence  a  brace. 

Occasionally,  a  boat  is  manned  by  amateurs, 
and  taken  outside  of  the  harbour,  for  the  purpose 
of  catching  flatfish  or  cod ;  and  I  believe  I  have 
now  enumerated  most  of  the  attractive  recre- 
atio]is  of  St.  John's  and  other  towns. 

The  want  of  beach  for  sea-bathing  is  very  sen- 
sibly felt  by  those  who  are  accustomed  to  that  i 
source  of  health  and  enjoyment;  and  unless  j 
stranger  is  fond  of  walking  in  the  woods  anJJ 
across  the  country,  and  musing,  as  he  goes, 
man  and  nature,  he  soon  gets  tired  of  the  mono- 
tonous drives  and  rides  along  the  few  roacls,  whictl 
are  rarely  pleasantly  practicable  for  equestrian 
exercise  in  summer,  to  a  greater  extent  than  teii| 
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miles  in  two  directions,  or  for  a  carriage  for  more 
than  that  distance  on  one  alone.  A  walk  along 
the  frowning  and  beetling  margin  of  the  ocean, 
from  Outer  Cove  to  Torbay,  is  one  of  the  best  re- 
laxations ;  for  there  the  sea  in  all  its  grandeur 
incessantly  wages  war  with  the  land,  and  gains 
great  and  permanent  victories  amongst  the  slate 
(litis.  There,  too,  late  in  summer,  you  sometimes 
see  the  solitary  and  splendid  iceberg  at  a  distance, 
looking  like  a  crystal  monument  of  nature, 
warning  us  that  the  season  is  short  ere  winter- 
again  is  to  wrap  the  land  and  water  in  its  mantlo 
of  white.  There  you  may  see,  now  and  then,  the 
whale  and  the  porpoise  gambolling ;  and  there 
man,  busy  man,  is  toiling  on  the  broad  waters,  in 
a  boat  reduced  by  distance  to  a  speck,  for  the 
means  of  supporting  his  existence,  whilst  the 
angry  waves  climbing  up  and  bellowing  on  the 
preci]tices  under  your  feet,  give  ample  evidence 
that  liis  occupation  is  precarious. 

Amongst  the  resources  of  mental  indulgence, 
how  useful  to  the  rising  generation  of  Newfound- 
laud  would  it  not  be,  if  some  i)ublic  journal  were 
to  devote  its  pages  to  explain  and  develop  the 
properties  of  nature,  in  this  portion  of  Trans- 
atlantic Britain.  There  is  an  ample  field  for  in- 
struction. 

It  will  scarcely  be  believed  that  so  small  a 
population  as  that  of  St.  John's  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, about  26,000,  supports  seven  news- 
papers, where  the  readers  hitherto  liave  not  been 
numerous,  and  where  the  chief  source  of  return- 
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iiiiX  profits  lor  the  outlay  in  press,  paper,  types, 
and  labour  arise  t'roui  luereautilc  advertisements. 
There  are  also  two  in  Conception  i;ay. 

The  reason  has  been  obvious;  there  is  no  tax 
upon  them ;  and  tlie  state  of  party  and  religious 
feeling,  since  the  opening  of  the  first  assembly  of 
the  people  for  legislatorial  purposes,  has  neees- 
F'lrilv  iriven  existence  to  several. 

The  blessing  of  education,  when  it  is  fully  dc- 
veloped  in  Newfoundland,  the  increasing  desire 
for  useful  inf)rmtition,  the  formation  of  u^ai'ii] 
literary  and  scientific  societies,  the  opiMiing  of 
roads,  and  the  expansion  of  the  population  h\ 
rendei'ing  it  no  louirer  contined  in  the  narrow 
limits  of  a  small  capital,  will  d(nd)tless  enlarge  the 
sphere  oi^  utility  of  these  journals.  And  whenever 
steam  communication  shall  be  tirmlv  fixed,  the 
bridge  across  the  Atlantic  will  (.pen  out  now 
views,  new  feelings,  and  new  connexions. 

Nev,1oundland,  possessing  an  area  as  larijc 
nearly  as  England,  a  population  already  respecr- 
able  in  amount,  and  constantly  increasini?,  deserves 
to  be  better  known  and  mor '  attended  to  by  the 
mother  coinitry.  It  has  hitherto  been  looked 
upon,  by  those  who  were  unconnected  with  it,  as 
a  sort  of  Cimmerian  region,  where  fogs  and  dark- 
ness prevailed,  and  where  the  few  people  wli) 
were  adventurous  or  hardy  enough  to  becorie 
denizens  were  in  as  deep  a  moral  gloom.  The 
climate  is  certainly  severe  in  winter,  from  the 
ffreat  leuixth  of  that  season,  but  it  is  then  vorv 
.eld-^m  indeed  fogiTV ;  and  it  is  alwavs  healthv 
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cxoopt  in  Fc'l)ru;iry,  wlicn  colds  and  catiirrliul 
ufli'ctions  prevail,  which,  liowevcr,  yield  to  care 
and  attention.  It  is  not  the  climate  for  !i  very 
delicate  European  to  encounter ;  and  that  most 
unpleasant  atiection,  early  dental  decay,  is  nearly 
as  bad  as  in  Canada.  I  never  had  the  tooth- 
ache but  once  in  my  life  until  this  year;  and  I 
observe  that  it  is  confined  neither  to  age,  sex,  nor 
habit  of  living,  being  principally  situated  in  the 
molar  teeth,  in  both  children  and  adults. 

Thus  the  chief  drawbacks  to  comfort  arise  from 
the  absence  of  internal  resources,  the  length  of 
time  elapsing  before  communication  in  the  winter 
can  be  had  with  Engbuid  or  the  continent  of 
America,  the  former  discouragement  of  agricul- 
ture, and  the  great  struggle  between  the  religious 
and  political  sections  of  the  conununity. 

For   many  years  before  this    island   had    the 

control  of  its  own  affairs,  union  existed  amongst 

all  classes  and  all  professions;  and  it  is  said,  by  the 

I  oldest  residents,  and  by  officers  formerly  stationed 

1  there,  that  there  was  very  little,  if  any,  political 

I  ov  religious  dillerencc,  tlie  various  sects  meeting 

in  society,  and  all  attending  to  the  nuiin  busi- 

1  noss  of  their  lives — the  fishery,  and  the  trade 

dependent  tiiercon. 

^hwQ.  that  period,  a  new  and  very  unha}>py 
i state  of  things  luis  arisen,  and  the  colony  has 
|been  torn  by  religious  and  political  discussion, 
'v.hicli  even  divides  that  great  division  of  the 
[people,  the  Koman  Catholics,  as  strongly  as  it 
)perates  on  the  other  luuid. 
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But  til  is  disunion  between  the  members  (»f 
that  church,  it  is  apprehended,  will  not  be  more 
than  temporary,  and  whenever  the  government 
shall  put  forth  its  strength,  and  assert  its  power 
to  be  untrarameled  and  impartial,  much  of  the 
acerbity  which  now  prevails  will  cease. 

The  dispute  respecting  the  alleged  interier- 
once  at  the  elections  by  the  Iloman-catholic 
clergy,  the  extensive  suffrage,  and  the  small  stake 
which  the  members  of  the  Trovincir  I  Parliament 
are  required  to  possess,  are  all  subjects  of  liigl] 
local  interest ;  but  as  this  work  does  not  profess 
to  be  a  me.'e  political  one,  they  will  not  bear  more 
handling  h^Tc  than  tliey  have  already  received, 
as  no  doub;  the  attention  of  the  home  govern- 
ment  has  betn  fully  av;akened  to  all  these  sub- 
jects. 

I  belip^  .  that  a  prudent  man  will  soon  see  that 
more  may  be  effected  to  ameliorate  existing  dif- 
ferences by  promoting  agricultiu'e,  education,  ami 
internal  resources,  roads,  and  steam-vessels,  anil 
thus  encouraging  a  hardy  useful  population, 
which  will  not  then  be  placed,  during  every  sevire  j 
winter  or  bad  season  of  fishery,  in  the  jeop.'irdy 
and  dread  of  starvation,  than  by  any  coercive  | 
means  whatever,  by  any  party  or  by  any  person?. 

The  steam  communication  with  England  i;, 
above  all,  necessary,  and,  then  the  promotion  of| 
the  capabilities  of  the  island  by  an  extensive,  well- 
conducted  exploration  of  the  interior,  with  a  viewl 
of  extending  its  resources ;  and  though  last,  nc;| 
least,  the  gradual  opening  of  roads  to  all  the  di- 
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tant  settlements.  Facts  are  stubborn  and  sturdy 
things  to  deal  with,  and  it  has  been  sufficiently 
seen  by  competent  pers(>ns,  and  proved  by  expe- 
riment, that  even  in  the  very  worst  sections  of 
the  island,  the  eastern  and  southern  coasts,  the 
land  is  capable  of  yielding  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  of  becoming  fit  to  rear  any  quantity  of  stock 
— in  fact,  that  it  is  naturally  a  grazing  country.* 

Open,  then,  the  roads  to  the  distant  settlements, 
and  set  the  inhabitant  of  the  woods  and  iron- 
bound  shores  free  from  the  moral  and  intellectual 
bondage  he  now  labours  under,  fur  want,  in  many 
places,  of  the  very  rudiments  of  religious,  and  of 
the  commonest  education. 

The  extent  of  the  grievous  calamity  they  en- 
dure and  suffer  in  this  respect  may  be  gathered 
in  England  at  a  glance,  from  the  most  cursory 
perusal  of  the  Report  of  the  Newfoundland  and 
British  North  American  School  Society,  or  from 
that  of  the  Colonial  (Jhurch  Society,  wherein  it 
will  be  seen,  year  by  year,  that  the  New  Zealand 

I  1*  M'Grcgor,  as  late  as  1832,  says  that,  notwithstanding 
the  assumed  sterility  of  Newfoundland,  it  then  afforded 
room  for  12,000  British  emigrant  families  on  its  sea-board, 
and  he  recommends  settler?  accustomed  to  sea  shores, 
from  Shetland,  Orkney,  the  Hebrides,  the  Isle  of  Man, 
the  coasts  of  Wales,  Cornwall,  and  the  west  and  south  of 
Ireland,  to  bo  the  fit  pioneers. — p.  454,  vol.  ii. 

The  Edinburgh  Cabinet  Library,  183i),  vols.  ii.  and  iii., 
although  adopting  the  generally-received  but  erroneous 
principle  that  Newfoundland  is  barren,  yet  has  been  will- 
ing to  grant  that  its  west  coast  is  capable  of  holding  a 
large  emigration,  when  once  it  has  been  explored. 
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savages,  and  the  painted  aborigines  of  America, 
who  resifle  in  the  almost  unknown  regions  of  the 
western  forests,  have  had  even  better  chances  of 
enlightening  their  minds  than  these  poor  British 
fishermen,  whose  poverty,  also,  from  the  total 
want  oi'  internal  resources,  is  so  lamentable,  that 
in  winter,  in  places  where  able  schoolmasters  hav 
been  appointed,  they  have  been  unable  to  receive 
instruction,  for  want  of  fit  and  commonly  decent 
clothes  to  jippear  in,  and  fnim  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  gathering  in  scantily  obtained  fuel  toke.'p 
the  vital  spark  within  their  hard-worked  aiil 
toil-worn  bodies.* 

Th.ese  are  no  fancied  picture^ ;  they  are  paint 
ings  of  real  life,  now  obscured  by  the  dust  of 
neglect,  but  which  may  be  restored  and  brightencil 
by  the  judicious  application  and  encouragement 
of  the  great  agricultural  and  mineral  resources  of 
the  island,  and  by  giving  the  legislative  bodies 
something  else  to  think  about  than  constant  am! 
wearrin''  collisions. 


*  It  is  useless  and  cruel  to  argue,  that  these  men 
could  not  profitably  conjoin  agriculture  and  the  fish\3rv. 
See  what  McGregor  says,  vol.  ii.  page  248,  of  tlie  Ame- 
rican fishermen  who  have  to  travel  from  home  to  tht^ 
banks,  &c.  There  a  family  of  farmers  build  a  schooner. 
and  in  the  intervals  between  sowin<T-time  and  harvest,  g » 
to  the  fishery,  procure  a  cargo,  sell  it,  gather  in  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  and  again  go  abroad  to  fish  for  anotlie; 
supply  for  their  own  family  use,  which  they  merely  salt 
w ithout  drying.  Cannot  our  men,  who  fish  on  their  o«n 
shores,  do  more  ;  and  is  not  agriculture  forcing  its  way  in 
everv  larije  harbour  in  Newfoundland  ?  Tiie  motto  of  tin 
Natives'  Society  of  Newfoundland  should  be,  "  The  Fijii- 
eries  and  Agriculture." 
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'>nt,  bevond  'ill    T  *]  •  7 
've^teru  coast,  «nd  Ik,  Z^^f^''"'^^^  "f  the 
i'H^i'ig  either  i„  St.  Gclw;' "^"*  "ne,vooj>itd 
.'wning  bays,  wLich  wo.^d "m  .  I   ?!""  "^  "''^  "J- 
and  shores  with  coal,  S   bn  '^  "'"''"■'' ^*'^''»  ^''^X 
'^.''r'''e,  and  timber  for  ho„"''"'^' ft'""',  '"-ick.i^ 
"'iJ  JHTJinps  also  with  'r.in    ?  ,*"'  '"P  ''""''"'g 
V""''J  f-^wl  '"ore  to     it  'Xt    ""'"'"■■>•  fruit" 
'te  .;.otI,er  country,    „,    .K-e  T'"'  "'''''''  °f 
.'"hn'snewener-ies  t  1     ^"V'"'  P«'P'e  of  St 
le  atf«,;pted.   °     '  '''""  ""^'thing  else  Ihatcoii^d 

Colonize  tho  w^cfn^v.   i 
»i"  'ii«.  i^ave  senS"  S"?'' ""''  -""'"'^^undland 

'V.  I  not  onJy  develop  all  heVvni  ^''^ '=°"J""ction 
"■'"  .'r"  out  a  new  and  vir"  '  Tu"'^'''  ^"' 
'"crcial  enterprise;  and  e  Iw  .  ''''  '''''  ^"U" 
""'f  Fove,  as  he  has  mov,^"''  "''''^'''"'  "'iU 
™'!«;  tlie  glorious  fl  .  '',;\  ^  eveO-wi.e.e  ,,,, 
'^^^e  local  politics  are  b'ut    s   bl  T"''  *^'«* 

rarod  with  the  power  a, ,';.''' '"''""  ^"'"- 
«">"try  of  whicl/all  t he  Sm,;;""""'"'^'^  ^^  t'-at 
l«s,  of  which  every  ubW-  ''''  '"'^  '««"- 
i'K'udly  assert   "  ll       "'    '  '^  ''  *fn,  who  c-ii. 

'"'■»  wy  natal  soil  bevond  1  ^"."'''"■'  ''">d  "  I 
"--or  consent  to  be^£,::f^  ^-f'  '^?*  ^  ^"^ 
arethefeelinssofeve-vdt;    ,"  ^"^""-      Such 

»>-rtheSco\chnrn';X  --''■*''" ^"^"''■^^'- 
■"''*/  of  that  nionarchv  1,,    ^r.'^"""".  «  every 

''">•  never  ceases  to    1  nt   V '"''  "'^'  ''?ht  of 

'"t'^al  differences    n  n,anv  n'°  "'"^  ''^  f «ty 

many  provinces  of  the 
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mighty  empire,  but  there  must  arise  some  hithert.* 
undeveloped  change  before  that  universal  feeling 
is  even  partially  weakened.  It  was  gloriously 
displayed  in  Canada  i*\  1837,  and  so  it  would, 
under  similar  circumh,  •  ces,  in  any  other  colony 
whereon  a  foreign  foot  presumed  to  march  in 
warlike  array.  The  lion  is  noble,  and  not  easily 
roused  ;  but  when  he  once  shakes  his  mane  ami 
his  eyes  glare,  it  is  not  safe  to  tamper  with  his 
wrath. 


PART  V. 


POLITICAL    ECONOMY. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


THE  FISUERIES,  TR\DE,  SIIirPING,  AND  REVENUE. 


TiiE  trade  of  Newfoundland  consists,  as  it  is  well 
known,  of  fish  and  oil  as  its  staple  commodities, 
iiiid  was  originally  established  to  supply  the 
world  with  those  absolute  necessaries,  and  con- 
tinued by  Great  Britain  in  order  to  create  a  hardy 
race  of  seamen,  to  support  that  trade  and  to  com- 
mand tlie  sovereignty  of  the  seas. 

With  these  views,  for  many  years  all  attempts 
to  settle  and  improve  the  island  were  discoun- 
tenanced and  discouraged  to  a  painful  degree. 
But  when  European  policy  became  more  enlight- 
ened, and  it  was  found  impossible  for  a  civilized 
government  to  desolate  a  fair  country,  merely  be- 
cause the  interests  of  trade  required  the  home 
merchant  to  retain  an  absolute  command  and 
control  over  the  fishers  of  the  distant  deep — when 
it  was  clearly  seen  that  a  resident  population  close 
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to  the  fishery  was  better  adapted  to  its  success 
than  men  who  had  twice  to  cross  two  thousand 
miles  of  ocean — and  when  it  was  found  impracti- 
cable longer  to  resist  the  claims  of  other  nations 
to  participate  in  the  treasures  of  that  ocean- 
then,  and  not  till  then,  this  barbarous  and  rigid 
system  began  gradually  to  yield  to  reason,  and  to 
relax  its  offensive  rigours  towards  the  unhappy 
settler, — who  was  soon  afterwards  permitted  to 
dwell  in  safety  on  the  spot  he  had  selected,  and 
could  no  longer  have  his  miserable  hut  burned 
about  his  ears,  and  his  family  turned  out  to 
wander  for  protection  to  the  ship  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  carry  them  off. 

The  usual  generosity  of  British  councils,  as 
soon  as  the  error  was  discovered,  made  amends 
for  its  adoption,  and  for  many  years  the  situation 
of  the  colonists  in  Newfoundland  has  been  <?ra- 
dually  improving,  and  nothing  retarded  it  but 
the  lurking  remains  of  the  system,  which  time 
alone  could  cure.  It  is  but  the  other  day  that 
the  older  notions  were  finally  exploded,  and  that 
instead  of  the  maxim  that  to  render  Newfound- 
land habitable  would  draw  off  the  attention  of  tlie 
labouring  poor  from  the  only  avocation  they  can 
follow  with  any  chance  of  profit,  and  that  to  dis- 
courage agriculture,  the  formation  of  roads,  settle- 
ments, and  farming,  as  much  as  possible,  would 
ensure  the  labour  of  the  unlettered  and  rude 
fisherman  —  instead  of  continuing  this  ancient 
mercantile  maxim,  the  government  adopted  the 
course  of  placing  Newfoundland  on  a  level  witli 


the  other    TroncnfT^  ..• 

granted  it  a  legisk   ,"  '  of  if'"'"^ '    ""^   ''«vi„. 
s«  softened  the'evi    t ^t  r  .  I  T'  *'''"''  '"'^  "o  v 
"Shore  fehe,y  alo  e   f  Sed    '' '''^™ '^''^'^J 
never  contemplated,  a^cnl  ,  A°"  *'''''"  ^•^•f«i 
tectmn,  and  the  n.ost  in  e/i  "  ' '''''^'■''^^"•^''  P-'o- 
«( tl.e  resident  merchant    J^?l  ""^  '-^I'ectible 

-nto  a  body  for  its  promot  on        ™"^'  "'^'"^^^■'^■'^*^ 
-I he  fishery  mnv  i-h^    v 

-freetrad^,:;:if,S^J---beiooked 
s  tackle  having  the  ?u,f  i"'"' ^™'"  S'xw  of 
Wd-ngfair,not°oni;toinLl>"^^        '^^  '"^t 
set  defiance  to  condition  no? ';?^'"">''   '"'*  *» 
banks  of  Kewfonndland  ovl  '""'"''"standing  the 
"'Stead  of  by  British  Ir    ""^^'"^  ''^  foroi4 
^I'O'-e  boat,  withTtf  sirm       =  ■''">•     ''"''^  litrt' 
fte  question  already 'S  "T^'"''  ^'^  -"l" 
'■'sxlent  population  crnnotofr       '''  '''''''  «"'' 
^fh^V  with  less  expendi  ""^   ""   *''«  -^"J- 
tiian  vessels  from  a  dLance  t.^     '^  '""'"'^  ■'"«««« 
::,t^^°^  and   „„::?' ^-/y«ng 

•"■erstood  at  home;  am  I %?'„ '!,  "^'/-^''^'a'Jy 
I  f'^  -  as  in  the  manaWmen  of,  ^''"''^•^'■'^  s'^'f^ 
r  ^''"'Md,   this  islanTt  "**"''^e  property 

Keating  its  ci  si,'':4,':"f  f  •  ?"'"'•'  «? 

Kg'™'  '"  addition  to  tin  "' ,'^  *''«  S''-^^" 
Nned,  for  here  also  IZ  '^^^  '"'''■eady  men- 

h^^iasses  empWed  ton"''  "'"•''!''^  '^'^^■ 
h  the  whereivithil      ^  "  "'"^  "'■"^'  °f  obtain- 

VOt.  (I. 
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First,  the  British  merchant,  or  owner,  residing 
most  commonly  in  Britain,  but  in  some  cases  re- 
maining in  the  country  till  he  has  amassed  a 
fortune,  and  more  rarely  remaining  altogethei' 
tliere. 

Next,  the  middle-man  or  planter,  as  he  is  most 
absurdly  called, — probably  from  all  the  original 
English  settlements  in  America  having  received 
the  official  designation  of  plantations;  but  tlie 
Newfoundland  planter  has  had  in  reality  as  little 
to  do  with  cultivating  the  soil  as  an  Esquimaux. 

Thirdly,  the  working-bee,  or  fisherman. 

The  merchant  finds  the  ship  or  vessel,  the  nets, 
and  the  provisions,  in  fact,  the  means  of  carry  lug 
on  the  fishery,  which  he  supplies  to  the  planter. 
In  some  few  cases  the  planter  owns  the  vessel 

The  planter  agrees  with  his  crews,  and  sujier- 
intends  the  toil  of  catching  and  curing. 

The  merchant,  whose  money  alone  causes  t]ie 
machinery  to  act,  of  course  takes  due  care 
himself;  the  planter  is  ecpially  unforgetful  dl 
iiumber  one,  and  as  few  of  the  fishermen  can  yet 
w^rite  or  read,  their  settlements  may  end  either  h' 
their  advantage  or  loss,  according  to  the  honestjl 
of  the  middle-man,  who  very  frequently  has  noil 
much  notion  of  the  alphabet,  or  of  the  more  myj-I 
tic  art  of  notation ;  and,  to  shew  the  difficulty  4 
his  position  in  society,  it  is  notorious  that  ven[ 
few  planters  realize  profits  of  consequence. 

The  poor  fisherman  has  therefore  to  look  14 
his  wages  to  as  poor  a  middle-man,  and  the  ciiij 
sequence  has  been,  that  the  courts  of  justice  liera 


lied- 
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•since  the  eat-o'.„i„e.taiJs  settle,)  r 
'een  constantly  embroiled  Sh  K>f  "'«^'  ''ave 
t'yeen  the  servant  and  hi,  .,  j  ""''  *""'«  be- 
';'"kt  the  ignorant  iem  r^^''''''«.«">PJoyer; 
tie  law  «to  his  own  hJ^,Z)°T-'"''  '^^'^^ 
and  oil  till  his  wages  arp  w  i       '^^*'""s  fhe  ti«h 

«";«"<'  thus  punLh    Cntel?'"'r^^-rJ 
wealthy  master.*  ^J^^seJi,  uigtead  of  hig 

W  veryrespectable  ii^ome,  fro^^-f  "^  '^'^'yers 
-'»""o"  to  mercantile  tCact^'onKl'S 

*  The  merchant  is  vprv  on/-      , 
toin  of  Jien  secures  h;..     %,^^'^  ;  because  tiiP  In,,. 

^='«™».  With : ';  e:':  t"'^''-  "-^ ""ddt,::;"- 

"I'nt,  on  any  pronertVfh'       '^"'"'  "'aim  for  Jtmi    '    "^ 
fel""g  --on'^on'l^  \^^^  ""'  may  posset  ,   i^  .t^T • 
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it  was  to  it  remotely,  that  one  chief  justice  owed 
his  removal  from  the  bench,  which  his  successor 
occupied  soon  after  in  the  selfsame  dilemma — a 
dilemma  most  difficult  to  manage,  and  requiring 
infinite  patience,  knowledge  and  inflexible  de- 
termination, to  decide  upon,  in  a  place  where  tln' 
press  on  both  sides  is  equally  active. 

It  will  naturally  be  asked,  what  is  the  besr 
way  of  settling  this  vexed  question,  the  law  ni 
lien — or,  in  other  words,  the  right  which  an. 'lent 
custom  has  conceded  of  the  claim  on  the  part  oi 
the  fishermen  over  the  produce  of  his  toil  U 
wages;  and  to  meet  this  ([uestion,  without  tiic 
acumen  and  research  of  an  acute  and  practise! 
wearer  of  the  coif,  would  seem  very  arrogant  arw 
absurd,     lint  it  is  one  of  great  moment  in  t!: 
colony ;    and   therefore,  having   reconnoitred  if 
in  the  military  mode,  and  having  sent  out  iiiv 
Serjeants  to  take  up  the  poirits,  I  shall  ventiuv 
an  opinion,   particularly  as,  very  fortunately  iii 
this  little  capital,  tliere  is  neither  the  formidalj!.' 
array,  nor  the  preponderating  and  unanswerabl': 
wigdoni  of  the  twelve  judges  to  tremble  at. 

The  merchant,  who  depends  on  his  capital  for 
his  existence  as  much  as  the  planter  and  ti.sliei- 
nmn  do  upon  their  toil  for  theirs,  cannot,  in 
common  justice,  be  expected  to  sacrifice  his  in- 
terests. If  the  adventure  fails,  he  loses  eiioiigli 
in  all  conscience ;  and  if  the  planter  to  whom  lit 
consigns  the  care  of  his  interests  becomes  a  bank- 
rupt, and  unable  to  pay  him  his  advances,  m 
he  also  be  expected  to  remunerate  that  man- 
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servunt  ?  ('ommon  law  and  equity  (why 
(■([iiity  is  distinct  from  law,  as  a  soldier  I 
ut'vcr  could  understand,  but  no  doubt  there  are 
reasons  plenty  as  blackberries  for  it)  both 
say  no. 

Then,  is  the  servant,  after  having  toiled  all 
day  and  caught  no  fish,  to  return  to  the  planter 
who  engaged  him,  and,  finding  the  adventure  a 
iiiilure  altogether,  to  whistle  for  his  hard-earned 
wages?  La^v^  and  equity,  those  step-sons  of  justice, 
!)i.tli  sav  no. 

The  old  custom  gave  the  servant  the  right  of 
lien  or  claim  on  whatever  he  could  lav  hold  of 
(lilt  of  the  produce  of  his  toil :  but  this  was  unjust 
tu  the  merchant,  the  man  who  really  owned  it, 
and  had  already  paid  for  it,  and  who  had  naturally 
|a  prior  right. 

Why  does  he  employ  a  middle-man,  or  planter? 
[Kocause  it  is  impossible  in  so  scattered  a  popu- 
lation, with  such  amazing  extent  of  fishing  bank 
uid  shore,  that   he  whose  establishment  is   in 
^t.  John's,  or  in  one  of  the  out-harbours  or  settle- 

nts,  could  attend  to  the  large  import  and  ex- 
port trade  upon  which  he  subsists,  and  at  the 
mie  time  employ  himself  or  his  clerks  on  a  fish 
tage  in  twenty  different  places,  or  in  perhaps  a 
iuiidred  boats  at  sea.  He  therefore  uses  at  his 
[eed  the  planter,  and  as  the  fisherman  must  sup- 
f\  himself  from  his  warehouses  with  winter  food, 
id  with  clothintf,  he  retains  both  idanter  and 
Blierman  l:s  his  constant  clients;  and  as,  in  almost 

the  American  colonies,  and  thrjughout  the 
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United  States,  indeed  in  all  new  countries, 
labour  is  rewarded  in  kind,  and  not  in  money, 
the  system  became  one  of  truck  or  barter.  I  give 
you  the  labour  of  my  hands,  for  the  food  anii 
clothing  I  require ;  that  is  the  real  bargain  be- 
tween the  merchant  and  the  fisherman. 

No  later  than  a  few  days  ago,  ( 10th  Marcli, 
1842,)  a  fresh  instance  of  the  demands  of  the 
labourers,  of  the  working-bees,  took  place,  w]iic!i 
formerly   neither   would  have   been   attempted 
nor  would  have  ended  in  serious  riot.  The  fisher- 
men collected  in  the  latter  end  of  February,  fruii! 
all  the  surrounding  settlements,  to  prepare  for 
the  annual  visit  to  the  ice  in  quest  of  seals.    Tii^ 
bargain  here  was  on  the  same  principle — one-Iiaiii 
the  profit  to  the  merchant,  or  owner,  who  foiinj| 
and  fitted  the  ship,  the  other  half  to  the  cm: 
The  merchant  by  long  custom,  besides  the  bene- 
fits derived  from  extra  stores  or  clothing,  liiiil 
always  deducted  a  certain  varying  sum  for  bertli- 
money  to  the  hands,  excepting  one  or  two  able 
marksmen,  who  were  charged  less  or  went  fretl 
for  the  privilege  of  embarking  on  the  most  liaj 
zardous  and  uncertain  adventure  which  the  spir:;| 
of  commerce  leads  men  to  undertake. 

The  sealers  had  long  been  dissatisfied  with  tliil 
charge,  and  therefore  met  together  in  St.  Join 
with  banners  and  a  drum,  and  held  a  consultal 
tion,  which  ended  in  a  refusal  to  embark  uiilej 
the  merchant-owners  lowered  the  berth-moneff 
which  they  had  this  year  raised  to  three  poini 
and  three  pounds  ten  shillings,  currency,  for  ttj 
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different  classes,  with  one  pound  for  the  how  or 
chief  gunner,  who  had  hitherto  gone  free.  Some 
of  them  committed  a  breach  of  the  peace,  which 
fortunately  was  trivial,  and  they  were  sentenced 
to  a  short  imprisonment;  but  the  l)ody  holding 
out  a  long  time,  a  sort  of  compromise  was  effected, 
and  the  berth-money  was  lowered  to  two  pounds, 
and  one  pound  ten  shillings,  and  the  bow  gunner, 
as  before,  free. 

These  combinations  and  assemblages  of  any 
classes  for  such  purposes  are  always  unlawful 
and  dangerous,  and  should  be  carefully  avoided, 
by  substituting  a  scale  of  wages  and  contracts, 
about  which  there  could  be  little  doubt  or  rea- 


sonmg. 


But  to  pay  the  sealers,  or  the  same  men  as 
cod-tishers,  regular  wages,  would  at  present  be 
impracticable,  and  would  doubtless  be  a  losing 
speculation,  as  they  would  not  have  the  same 
interest  to  work ;  but  might  it  not  be  so  modified, 
that  a  scale  of  remuneration  should  be  adopted, 
so  that  instead  of  a  middle-man  or  planter,  the 
merchant,  or  his  factor  or  agent,  should  pay  direct 
to  the  servant,  wdio,  by-the-bye,  is  always  re- 
gularly bound  in  writing  for  the  voyage,  trip,  or 
season,  whilst  the  merchant  is  not,  but  the  mid- 
dle-man or  planter  is. 

It  requires,  of  course,  no  small  foresight  to 
guard  against  trickery  from  idleness,  dissipa- 
tion, or  improper  delivery  or  use  of  the  fish,  in  so 
scattered  and  extensive  a  concern  as  that  of  a 
Newfoundland  and  Labrador  shore  fishery;  but 
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still  the  very  objectionable  plan  of  a  middle-man, 
who  is  more  Irequently  a  loser  than  a  gainer, 
would  be  better  unemployed,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  merchant  would  benefit,  by 
taking  the  affair  altogether  in  his  own  hand.<. 
He  is  generally  insured,  and  therefore  less  liable 
to  risk,  than  the  poor  planter. 

Hut  as  before  observed,  having  neither  legal 
nor  mercantile  acumen  or  knowledge,  I  can  only 
propose  that  the  best  way  of  curing  this  evil, 
would  be  to  make  the  poor  fisherman  more  inde- 
pendent, as  in  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  by  granting 
him  land,  which  his  family  might  cultivate  whilst 
he  was  at  sea,  and  thus  lay  in  a  supply  of  winter 
provision  of  potatoes  and  grain,  which  he  must 
now  frequently  owe  altogether  to  the  merchant, 
if  he  has  none  of  his  own  rearing,  and  thus 
giving  him  a  real  interest  in  the  country,  as  well 
as  in  the  fishery. 

It  is  argued,  on  the  other  hand,  that  if  the 
fishermen  became  more  independent,  he  would  at 
once  throw  off  the  merchant's  yoke,  and  fish  for 
himself.  He  cannot  do  so  for  years  to  come,  at 
least  near  the  principal  harbours  now  used. 
Nature  has  denied  these  places  fixvourable  beaches 
for  drying  the  fish,  and  thus  expensive  establish- 
ments of  curing  houses,  stages,  and  ways  have  to 
be  kept  up,  which  it  is  vain  for  the  poorer  | 
fishermen  to  contemplate,  without  a  dollar  of  ca- 
pital, whilst  the  woods  are  receding  yearly  from  I 
the  vicinity  of  the  settlements,  and  it  will  soon 
be  impossible,  without  roads,  to  obtain  the  poles 


nature,  the  gatherers  ..r   plr '^^'TJ^;,:/*"!''^''  h 
l^m  and  Mexico,  and  iitL  °  '"""''*  ^^ 

I  '""ch  greater  we^hHjf.''"''""*''We,  and 

i  I'O-r.     It  would  Xit     t)ff-T'''  '"■«  "i»ally 

i,  '['"'''■''in  wealth ;  I'd    At  n'lf  T'""''^*  ^^''^"'f'' 
I  ;i>ere  must  be  the  hun  1 1  '*'''^f  "*' *°^'«ty> 

I  Prc^i'rietor  and  eonstr™tor  Iftl   T'^  ''^'''^'  *''« 
I     liut  even  should    ,phT  "''=  '^'"''"^• 

■  'ive  i-ulepend  nc    bvljf '"'•"r"-'^'"  '^""'P"''^- 
'■««nt  cannot  suffer!  nuX 'a^T''  *''° '"«•- 
,  m,t  be  brought  to  him  Tn        ?  *'  "'"■«<'  fis'' 
(«»<I  it  was  to  me  imZ  !    ''"'^.''"  '^^  ^^"Jage; 
'!'«  fade  of  XeTfomTdlaL      '  u'';«  '"-""f  that 
'"•"'■'ited  by  the  nZve^      T  "^  "^^  immensely 
"^™,  .hen  I  obsess  InVr'''*r  ^''^''^  fi^^ei^ 
<'>at  industrious  S  "in  ^P'  ^.'^', '"  Canada, 
|'l'«t  obscure  situat  on  to?.  """  •"''  "^'«»  ^on 
|«<iaence,  soleirby   Leh-  owr*""''!?  '"""''^  «»^ 
Ih  had  land  which    u'nw!?  ,1f ';''*'°"«-     Inhere 
f  "'iiies  with  fold    ,nM       ''"""  ^^"^^='  their 
[ip-rous,  and  not  a  whit  W.'  '"  "•'^""'•^'^  ■""''e 
Nem  of  the  jteyteU  «t^^^^      '""^  ''''^™' 
^,'7  of  the  emplo/ed  '  *    ''™"'''^^'  ^''^  «" 

t'leuTlet^wr'^"'  ''''"''J  ^i^'t  the   Bay  of 
=^''  '"'"  he  will  see  the  proof. 


170 


THE  Flsr'KUIES,  TRADK, 


Lot  liiin  w:ilk  tVoin  jMiiorin's  (»st!il)lislmuMit,  :ii 
the  (Iniiid  (Jrrvc  t<»  Mnilr^'  INjmtc  Simon's,  ;it 
Indian  Covo  or  the  Lnul  Uocks,  un<l  tliciv  lii 
will  at  one  ond  see  tho  a,ujonts  of  a  lirst  class  tisli- 
ins;  nu^ndiant  snrronndiMl  by  ovory  ronilort  !iii4 
iiLVossary  tor  oxistoiifo,  and  tor  tho  prosoontion  oi 
tho  tradi'  ot'  thoir  principals;  and  iiavin<^  passed 
tlu'  neat  whiti'-wasluMl  dwellings  of  tlu^  tishcnut'ii. 
ho  nia\  sit  hinisi^lC  doun  and  smoke  (ho  \n\)v  ^i 
poaco  with  Maitro  l*ii>rro,  it"  ho  bo  still  alive,  fur 
ho  was  no  yonth  wiion  I  convorsod  with  liiiii, 
and  tind  a  sensible  worthy  man,  who  is  W(^ll  to  \h 
in  tho  world  tVom  his  early  indnstry  with  the 
cod-hook  and  tho  tisluniij-not.* 

In  short,  that  the  ii^roator  tho  popnlatioii  of  Now^ 
foundland  as  a  British  colony,  tho  iijroator  will  In 
tho  extent  of  settled  shore, — is  as  dear  as  the  solu- 
tion o(  tho  fourth  proposition  of  Euclid,  and  lu 
such  distant  nations  as  tho  French  and  tlu' 
Spaniards,  who  now  rival  and  boat  us  in  the  hank 
tishory — no,  not  oven  tho  Americans — could  oc- 
cupy those  banks  on  such  easy  and  favouraWi' 
terms  as  a  ])eo])lo  could  living  close  aboard  o: 
them.  1  look  to  tho  extension  of  aurriculturo  ii. 
Newfoundland  as  a  primary  means  of  rostoriiK 
the  tishory  trade  to  (iroat  Britain — a  tnni 
which  has  been  so  depreciated  of  late  years,  owiiii 
to  the  length  of  the  peace,  and  other  concuiTcn 
causes. 

^   Look  ovon   to   tho    American    Bank   fislior,  who  ■] 
usually  a  small  tarmor,  and  yot  contrives,  v  hilst  his  oro 
is  grow  ing,  and  after  harvest,  to  make  tw  o  long  and  pr  | 
fitable  vovages. 
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It  enunot  iorin  w  sulijcct  of  groat  (lisquisition 
or  of  (1(H'|)  rosciircii  to  point  out  the.  injury  wliirli 
t\w  treaties  of  lltreelit  iind  (llient  iuive  intlictod 
upon  the  ni!iritiin<'  |)t)\V('r  of  (Jreut  Britiiin,  or 
the  ujriind  blow  which  lier  eoininoice  received  in 
the  staph'  trade  of  Newfonndh-uid  'jein.s^  thrown 
open  to  eoinpcitition. 

Tlie    oriii^inal    ei'ror    was    tliat    gross    oiur    of 
iikiniJ:  the  island  resend>le  a  inij^e  ship  anehonvl 


111 


on  the  l)anks,  hut  reniovahh'  at  ^  ...'asnre — or,  in 
other  Avords,  the  uaniatchahh'  obstach»s  v.'hi<di 
wore  originally  tiirown  in  the  way  of  the  indus- 
trious colonists,  whose  dwellings  W4'r(;  actually 
thrown  down  or  hnrnt,  and  themselves  and  fami- 
lies forcibly  removed,  wherever  they  attempte<l  to 
settle;  whilst  that  admirable  <lisciplinc  which  has 
iiiiido  the  British  navy  so  paramount,  was,  by  an 
orror  in  judgment,  deemed  tittiug  for  a  mercan- 
tile speculation. 

Hud  NewfouTidlan<l  possessed  a  vigorous  mari- 
time population  at  the  close  of  the  last  general 
war,  sutlicieutly  numerous  to  have  set  their  in- 
vuders  at  detiance,  both  in  skill  and  means,  we 
should  not  now  see  the  fishery  on  the  banks 
employing  only  a  dozen  or  so  of  small  island  or 
British  vessels,  where  a  thousand  fonnerly  rode 
in  triumph.  Now  the  voyager  passes  through  a 
forest  of  French,  Spanish,  and  Araerican  vessels 
there,  but  he  in  vain  looks  for  the  time-honoured 
ilag  of  England.  The  foi'eigners  have  literally 
driven  us  ashore,  and  thus  understdl  us  in  the 
catholic  countries  in  every  part    of  the   world. 
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which  we  formerly  supplied,  whilst  the  French 
add  the  inducement  of  bounties,  and  have  made 
Newfoundland  the  "  Nursery  of  their  Seamen  !"* 

Formerly,  the  island,  in  return  for  the  outlay 
of  the  mother  country,  took  all  its  imports  from 
her,  her  manufactured  goods,  her  home  and  colo- 
nial produce — in  short,  everything  except  a  few 
trifling  luxuries ;  and  in  return  for  these  benefits, 
valued  in  the  most  palmy  state  of  Newfoundland 
at  no  less  a  sum  than  a  million  and  a  half  ster- 
ling, she  sent  Britain  two  millions. 

Now,  Newfoundland  imports  much  of  her  sub- 
sistence from  Hamburgh  and  from  Boston,  or 
New  York;  whilst  the  Americans,  with  their  right 
of  fishing  on  the  banks,  have  also  nearly  a  fourth 
of  the  island  coast  allotted  to  them,  to  dry  the 
fish  caught  on  that  coast,  monopolize  the  herring 
fishery  off  the  Magdalen  Islands  in  our  own  do- 
minion, or,  as  they  would  style  it,  in  our  own 
waters,  intrude  into  the  great  salmon  rivers  of 
Labrador,  kill  our  seals,  and  with  their  national 
carelessness  about  rights,  drive  our  unprotected 
fishermen  there  from  their  own  i^rounds. 

The  French  occupy  more  than  half  the  island 
shores,  engross  the  grand  bank,  and  laugh  us  to 
scorn.  Once  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  a  little 
schooner  armed  to  the  teeth,  displays  tiie  national 
Hag  in  our  harbour  of  St.  John's,  to  see  how  things 


*  Still,  such  is  the  seaman  nature  of  Britons,  there  are 
not  fewer  than  ten  thousand  real  and  prime  sailors  in  the 
cod  and  seal  fishery  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador. 
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are  getting  on  with  ns,  and  an  active,  jealous 
guard  is  kept  up  by  similurly  armed  vessels,  with 
an  occasional  frigate,  over  the  coast  they  occupy  ; 
find  it  was  even  judged  most  judicious  to  .^end  a 
son  of  the  king  of  France,  in  the  Belle  Foule,  to 
visit  the  stations. 

The  British  protecting  flag  waves,  it  is  true, 
around  the  island,  once  or  twice  a  year,  and,  on 
tlie  Labrador  shore,  what  the  navy  call  some- 
what naively  "jackass  frigates;" — but  to  keep  up 
a  constant  supervision  of  the  fisheries,  and  prevent 
encroachments  on  them  etiectually,  scliooner.s 
appear  to  answer  best,  as  they  can  approach  the 
shores,  and  make  every  small  harbour  with  ease. 

The  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  is  covered  everv 
summer  and  autumn  by  American  and  French 
tishing  sloops  or  schooners ;  the  herring-ground  of 
the  Magdalen  Islands  is  invaded  and  taken  forci- 
ble possession  of;  and  the  salmon  fisheries  of  the 
Labrador  are  scarcely  our  own  ; — whilst  that  most 
abundant  mine  of  the  better  and  smaller  species 
iif  cod,  along  the  w^est  coast  and  towards  the  Bay 
uf  (^lialeur,  is  entirely  abandoned  to  foreigners. 

Everywhere  complaints  of  this  interference  are 

life;  the    Magdalen   islanders    are   driven   from 

[  their  OAvn  ground,   and   our   Avhale   fishers    and 

sealers,  by  and  by,  will  have  neither  whales  nor 

seals  to  catch. 

This  state  of  thinc^s  is  verv  serious.   The  hi;»;h 

bounties  still  given  by  the  French  government 

j  f  ir  Newfoundland  tish  caught  and   exported  by 

Trench  fishermen;  the  vicinity   of  the    United 
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Stiitos  \o  \\\vsv  liv^luM-ies,  jiiul  tlic  absoluh^  cl:iim 
whii'li  tlio  FriMich  ])ivtoiul  toinnko  to  tlio  nortlu'in 
and  cnstorn  coasts  oi'  the  island,  can  scarcely,  ;it 
|)ivs(>nt,    bo    contended   ajrainst   by    the   r>ritisli 


men 


hant. 


The  CluunbcM'  ol'  Connnerce  at  St.  .John's  sent 
a  vessel  to  the  French  slu>re  at  one  ot'  the  priiui- 
f)a.l  stations,  (Cnupie, )in  \^'M),  to  try  tluMinestidii 
ot'  l>ritish  ciMicnrrent  riglit  of  tishei'y  anddryiiii:; 
bnt  it  >vas  ordered  oiV,  and  it  Avas  not  deenud 
necessary  to  snp]>ort  the  attempt. 

1  do  not  exagirerate  nhen  1  assert  that  (iroat 
r»ritain  loses  a  revenne  ot'  abont  a  million  iiii- 
nnallv,   bv  her  licnerositv,  and  the  oversiuht  ('1 


t'ormer  h^uislator 


* 


In  tact,  her  tishermen  catd 


only  abont  one-third  ol'  the  cod  exported  by  tlioiii. 
by  France,  and  bv  the  United  States.  More- 
over,  she  hises,  tor  want  ot'  an  adecjnate  attention 
to  the  rearing  ot' a  hardy  maritime  po])nlationiii 


As  (lotail(Hl  facts  arc  vcM'v  ('xoclhMitlv  givoii  in  M 


otit- 
goniory  iVIartyn's  "  British  CdlcMiios,"'  1  shall  not  tiro  \\w 
roador  \vitli  long  and  intricato details  iVoni  thoFronch  Minis- 
trrof  Marino's  Kxposo.  or  tiio  Aniorican  Tiiblio  Statcnuiits. 
It  is  surticiont  to  state  that,  so  long  ago  as  182^',  Fraiioi 
omployod  nearly  three  hundretl  vessels,  ships  of  from  one 
to  two  hundred  tons  Inirthen.  with  from  forty  to  one  Inni- 
•Ired  and  twenty  men  each,  or  twenty-live  thousand  will- 
disciplined  sea-going  fishermen.  Now  she  has  thirty  thou 
sand  such,  sailors,  principally  from  the  i)orts  of  St.  Maloe>. 
Bourdeaux.  Brest,  and  Marseilles;  and  even  small  shallop 
cross  the  Atlantic  to  St.  Pierre.  Some  make  two  voya|:i>| 
to  the  banks,  anii  carrv  to  France  their  tish  to  be  cum 


Oil 


lers   only  one.  ami  cure  at   St.  Fierr 


e,  w 


hilst. 


ilurii)!: 


the  time  of  sallinir  and  drvinir,  the  major  part  of  the  c 


ro 


.N'''Hli'iiii(ll:iii(l,  nil  (l,.,f  r,.., 

'■•■"•■■i"i'''r.,.,,,,,,,  ,,;;■;''  'i'«.cuitu.s,  ;„„i 

riio  iiriiKii'tarici'  <■('   n.     , 

H'  J|('('('S- 

>'  •"iioinif, 


r\  to  Ix'ir  Mu!  reader  fo 


'^'"'i  value,  it  ,vill  I 


I'lMetuils  t] 


^^'  ^ve  had  at  iivst 


I»<'nisejirrivjxt(. 


y™iniMafi<,M(,rp„|,ii^;^l 


iiifended. 


tlicrowitJ 


vrai' 


1    if  ; ,    1        ,  ""V  nil 


"^'"'neufseonDeefed 


'1  .irood 


.J'f  .^^0110  pasf,  „p,vard 


•^^-^i^^d   vessels   entered 


■^    t>i'   51    tJj 


nl»t  tliaf 


in  a 


<>usa.nd  sail 


i:'f^^^"^cnvt;>„„dl;,,,f,,   ;;J';^J'!^'^^  and 

''^'^'^^n  the  innunier'd  le  "^^^  "'^'^  ^^'^^ 


'''^^'''S'^^S^dhithcactml 


fisi 


'^^^•^^^^•s  and  sniall 


ici'ies 


"  .^---IWuHlla,,,,:^    ''""  ""-"'"-'I  "fall  the  cocIc'IIhu 

I "»"  «■"»,  «i,iist  ti,;,-,.  r ,, "' ""■ '"'"' "four catci,  i„  ,„ ; 

'    ^"""''■'■'1  -■■cl,oonc.;s  o  •-,■.        '™"'  """  "'""san.l  to  «ft   ' 

,  ;::;i;"!>-'i-;f  ■'■  -n"::;i'o;'7  'v;--  !"■""'""-'" 

I   -I  nU\  to  the  linnk,,  ,,|,|pI,  Vi  ^      ■  .  ^'""'  '""it  vova",.  i, 
S^';"' entirely  al„„.  tie.co.  1      ""'■'""  •■""'  Labrador- 
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The  shijyping  entered  inwards,  1840. 

Tonnasrc.  Men. 


Great  Britain     ■ 
British  Colonies 
United  States     - 


No. 

200 
382 
110 


Foreijjn   -----     304 


2(),031) 
0()  f5-)7  f 

3,(J32  ( 
2,801 ) 


13 
4 


()802 


Total 


100."       112,181     0802 


The  shipjnng  entered  outwards,  1840 

Tonnajye. 

20.648 


No.  Tonnafje.        Men. 


Great  Britain 
British  Colonies 
United  States 
Foreiijn    - 

Total    -     - 


179 

4S{ 


y  20.648  \ 

i)  o0,823f,.,. 

48  3,71()(  ' 

230  20,708 ) 


6581 


0.32       106,086     (yr-^'iX 


Now,  these  vessels  carry  out  the  fish  ami  oil. 
and  bring  manufactured  goods,  wines,  salt,  an:i 
provisions  chieliy.  But,  independent  of  all  this 
Newfoundland  is  becoming  a  ship-building  countn, 
as  the  north-eastern  bavs,  and  the  vrestern  coa.n, 
are  found  to  supply  excellent  timber.  A  fine  brig 
was  launched  in  February  1842,  built  almost 
wholly  of  Newfoundland  larch ;  and  the  nunibfi 
of  vessels  constructed  in  the  island  would  be  very 
great,  if  it  were  not  that  colonial-built  ships  aie 
at  a  heavy  discount  on  Lloyd's  list, — which,  iii 
reference  to  this  growing  province,  should  be 
amended,  as  the  larch,  or  juniper,  is  a  mo^t 
durable  and  excellent  v/ood;  and  the  pine  pi'' 
duced,  from  its  slow  grov/th,  is  also  excellent  U 
masting  and  yards.     But  this  is  a  question  so  ex- 


Snim-VG,  A.VD  KEVE.VUE.  j  7^ 

built  in  Newfoundla  d  wT''  ''''°°"'^''^  ^''ero 
'0  1659,  and  varyinl  kJTo,  ""'«'  nniounting 
measure,  to  70  or  SO?  ''''""'  ^^^^  ^ns,  ne^ 

ijesides    the  inmioT 

^^'l"n;!  i"  1840,  the  Zt  ^f  l  f /^'^  ^™P«'tant 
out  in  March,  seven^y-fivl  brii^'?  ^  '^T  ^«"' 
to  lie  ice,  with  a  tonna^of  fii  of,   ""''  ^'^i^ooners 
;rt.ch,  however,  is  muct  ££  '1"^  2058  men. 
"le  ten  preceding  veir,     T  !?  •       ,  *'"^  average  of 
tiie  sealers  from  St  JoL'.     ""'^  ""«  >•«•'"•,  lts42 
If  they  were  no^ottZ-Tf^'f  ^'=''*' ; 
fi'^y  met  with  the  most  fn,  fl         *''°  '""<J  than 
H>^  ever  known  at  su  if  a  ?/.  '"°^^-*^«™  pe^" 
conniiencing  earlv  01  t^r.     ^'*^'*"'  ""d  which 
March,  lasted  2ti    the  r™-"°"  °^  ^^-^  ^  2th  of 
^'th  the  wind  at  \  Vp        ™'"=  °*  «'e  13th 

•Notwithstanding  the  gxLT  •  ,  ^  occurred, 
^fo™,  the  thermomeL  /eldr  '''"\'"'=^  °f  ^is 
5™ti"«ance  lower  tha„  sS"'"  ^''!"^  during  its 
'flowfreezino-  nnri  Ti,    1?  !.i""  ^'^e'^e  decrees 

•^-fe  her  voX-e  to  s     JoSf  •'^  f  ""^  P'°«'' 
,  '"'ngaday  aSd  night  after  4"     '',''"^"''  •-"- 
l'''^«u!cInot  have  enLnte.J  -f  T*^'  '">  ^^'^t 
■«-'  probably  spent  uporthel  '1  ^"''y-  ^'"«h 

I  3V 
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tation,  if  circle  of  rotation  there  be,  where  slio 
bad  less  of  its  force  to  favour  her. 

Without  ftitiguing  the  reader,  however,  witli 
details,  we  shall  briefly  state  that  Newfouiullaiul 
employs^  annually  fifteen  hundred  sail  of  mer- 
chantmen, conveying  140,000  tons  of  produco. 
empl(>ying  more  than  thirty  thousand  sailors ;  and 
all,  with  few  exceptions,  fitted  out  by  British  capi- 
tal.* These  vessels  convey  the  staple  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, Guernsey,  and  Jerscy,tlie  West  Indies,  Britisli 
North  America,  to  the  United  States  of  Americn. 
to  foreign  Europe,  to  Madeira,  the  Azores,  Brazil. 
Gibraltar,  the  Mediterranean,  etc. 

*  By  an  accurate  return  in  1832,  wo  can  estimate  tin 
direction  and  amount  ot"  the  ships  and  tonnage  lor  mo.^i 
years.  In  1832,  including  the  Labrador  fishery  and  tin 
coasting,  the  vessels  employed  in  fishing  were  150G  ; 

Of  which, 

On  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  -  • 
On  Labrador  coast  -  -  -  . 
From  British  colonies  in  North  America 
From  British  West  Indies     -         -  . 

British  bottoms  from  Foreign  America 
Island  registered  vessels  catching  seals 
Coasting  and  Labrador         .         .         - 
British  and  Foreign,  fr'^m  Europe 

150(> 
These  measured  13,285  tons,  and  employed  33,380  mei; 
The  fishery  exported— 

707,382    quintals  of  cod-fish. 
3,302|  tierces  of  salmon. 
3,186    barrels  of  herrings. 
And  of  seal  oil  made  5,933^  tuns. 


15  Briti.li 
5  do. 

285 


'J^mNO,  AND  REVE^,UE. 


The  pr('pni„Ioraii(v  „f  * 
then  for  tiio lintM,  MVsf      r  '"' ,'^ '■--"' f-  HiifMi,, 

f"rH,«„  H-cst  Indies.        "•''  ^^'"'''  *''-  J5r,uils' 

fc  .^  and  trade,-,s  J.aveVi  '„"'?>  "'"■'■' '"'  ^■«- 
ili';se  are  usually  I.r.V.wll     /  J  *'"  <-'««' coast. 
12';  to  1.50  ton.,.        "    '^S""^'  ""J  average  from 
Cod,  mackerel,  hei'rlnn-.. 
,     ""J  ^'oands,  salmon    trf'  •'i"'''''."'  ^'"^''  to-Wi.es 
|;  some  little  peltry  '  ^^;'""!' ''"'■°"' ««"'-«ki' 
[:  cMef  items  If  cLn   \f''''  •=''"«^"»f«  ^ 
I  whortleberries,  are's^t  toE^,   7'"^"-Wes,    o 
I  Porulation  H-cre  less  cnid  ?h '''i  i""'  '''■  »''« 
I '"ore  extended,  this  nS  be     I' ^''''•'*^' ""^ 
f  tlic  country  abounding  ,vi  ,  I^,.      "^^  ,I"'«fital.le, 
«collent  preserves  an°d  ke  1    o  "'''  •'''"'*  ""'k^ 
tiiro  or  trouble.  ^^  '°"^  without  much 

-5  nei ;!::  ss- 'a,7cr'  '^^  '^'^^■«^''  •■« 

«^'";<-  teirs  awav  the  n^  2°'"''^''*!"^  ^V,   it 
",'  t'"s  branch,  "the    .liffi       .'"'"''■"«■  "'^I'strv 

^'»«ed  perhaps  ;s  folloi;^:.'  r''^*"^'«   '"=4' 
'"  «''''"d  boats  and  vessds  :L     "  °''"  '■'^■'o"''ces 

Conception  Bay, 
^t.  John's  District, 
Fogo  and  Twilingate 
N  2 
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Tiiiiitv  Pftv, 

FiTivland, 

liurin  and  Morticr, 

I'laccutin, 

Fortmic  Rnv, 

Boiinvi-sta  afid  Circrnspoiid, 

Trt'pas><y  and  ISt.  Mary's; 


whilst  St.  Jolin's,  of  course,  exceeds  all  tliosc  to- 
gether in  the  number  of  her  vessels  loading  for 
Ibreign  ports  in  British  bottoms. 

I  think  the  average  number  of  quintals  of  cod- 
■fish  exported  in  each  year  may  be  safely  stated  a; 
1,000,000. 

The  number  of  boats  employed  during  \k 
season,  in  catching,  is  somewhere  about  45uil 
The  inunber  of  men  engaged  in  the  l)ritidi 
fishery  each  year  never  less  than  30,000  sailoiN 
witli    0,000  boatmen  and  curers. 

Few  of  tliese  go  to  the  banks,  which  are  now  | 
chielly  occupied  by  French  and  Spanish  lishernieii,  I 
^Yhilst  the  Labrador  trade  does  not  occupy  very 
much  of  the  tonnage,  but  the  chief  part  of  t\\t\ 
seal-skins,  the  salmon,  and  furs,  comes  from  tliiii 
country,  the  fur-hunters  in  Newfoundland  beiiij] 
most  on  the  north-east  coast  about  Hall's  Ba)',| 
and  trapping  ever  the  land  to  George's  Pond,  is 
the  ancient  Ked  Indian  hunting-grounds.    M 
"Micmac  Indians  on  the  south  and  western  short! 
also  penetrate  the  interior  for  this  purpose,  k'\ 
it  would  be  a  difficult  task  to  find  the  amount  J 
peltry  exported,  as  no  doubt  much  of  it  goes  *. 


S'lm-tNO,  A^0  UYENVZ. 


France,  as  wo  liiiv..  « 

their  shore*  '"  ""  c.ustom-houso  a.wnt.s  on 

The  ngrioiiltiiral  (.Yn„.f„ 
«e  have  nirea.ly  statedf , ,     Z  7h  ''"":"''  ""^ 
aiul  seal-0,1  e,„n,si,Ien,|,lo •     ..■„.!>,'" '^'-'''-^kia.. 
:^f"n^^  Had  12.500  tons  of  i?  "'""'"»  "^"'"'<o 
in  oao  season.  "•'*'^  wen  shi|.i,e(l 

The  nliale  tislierv  i«  n,.t     ^    „ 

or  two  to  the  southsiS' •;:'";"••' '^  '^''"''  "  "'"P 
'1'og.eathouseofNownnnoMl^"  ""  ^'"^'''  ''■"' 

«tablishn.ent  at  llaXu     B 1^'^""/  '^"'''  •-"• 

A^Hcaiii,   wliero  they 

*  Ti.e  relative  iinportonco  of  n 
l>e  gathered,  as  to  ll/eir  ves'd^V  r  .f  "'^^  '''^'''^''•"'^  "... 
e^un.,^^^  el.e  iJr 

tJtared  at  Labrador :—.  *^'^  oi  tliose  entered  and 

Hart' :;'o™/''"  '=''-'^"  --'-^ 

liuri:   -         .     '  '         - 

Tiiiiity  Bay  _  '         '         - 

i'ortuiio  Bay  I         '         "         ' 

Twilingate  and  Fogo,  Sc'c        '         " 
lerrjiand     .         _»  '  «c.       - 

Placentia      ,         .         "         '         - 
ot.  Lawrence         _  "         "         " 

%  of  Bulls  ."         _'         " 

Of  these  vessels— 

298  To  Great  Britain. 

82  bS"/"''^.^^'  -'J  Brazils. 
7o  „:'"^"  America. 
>^2  West  Indies. 

^  United  States. 

753 


4.5.5 

105 

45 

07 

34 

.•30 

25 

10 

9 

3 


75;{ 
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ourrv  on  tliis  lisliory  to   soim(»  extent,    tlio  kiiui 


1 


1  1. 


>ni"sU(M  ooinir  i 


'liiollv  tho  li!i-l»Mrlv(Ml  wlmlo 


Tho  vnlu(^  ot' nil  tlios(»  nrticlos  of  r(»nHiU'iV(»  Ims 
boon  vswiouslv  statod,  and  niny  bo  put  down  nt 
abont  a  million  and  a  hall' ol' storlinii;  nionoy.  It 
was  onoo  as  liigli   as  two  niilliiMis,  and  tho  ood 


lisl 


UMV  IS  inoi'oasnm*  raindlv 


Tho  imports  noro  onoo  vabunl  at  amillioii  and  a 
hair,  bntdi>  not  now  oxoood  a  million.  Thoy  aro— 
British  manntaotnrod  goods,  Hritish  0(»l(»nial  \)yo' 
ilnoo,  Irish  provisions,  AnuM'ioan  provisions  niul 
llonr,  llambnrgh  prt>visions,  and  ])rovisions  tVoiii 
tho  North  Amorioan  oolonios,  with  salt  tiom  Spain. 
wint^s  trom  Tortn^zal  and  Sj^ain,  iVnit  ivom  tho 
Azoros  and  AVost  Indios,  I'nrnitnro  from  (Jivat 
l^ritain,tho  British  O(»lonios,  and  llambnrg;liiiio- 
stono  t\>i'  makinii"  limo,  iVom  Iroland  and  S})aiii.a> 
ballast,  bnildinir-stono  tVom  Xova  8ootia  and  Iro- 
land. brioks  I'nnn  Kngland  and  Hamburg,  oto,. 
with  implomonts  for  tho  tishorios,  and  lii>li 
l>ortor. 

In  181-0. — it  is  bettor  to  soloot  tho  last  year  in 
which  rotnrns   aro  availablo  lor  all  those  static-  j^l 
tioal  details, — in  1S40  tho  lollowinij:  results  wcw 
apparent.      Tlie  export  trade  was — 


^  '  arv'"'       ^'""ous'.'  ^'''''"      ^^'"^  '^''*"''- 

SalnuMi. 

Hcrrinp<. 

Quintals.            (Gallons.        |         No. 

Ticrci'js. 

1  I.(IS() 

This  embraoes  only  the  main  or  staple  articlos. 
which  wore  valued  at  J)8o,iH)l/..  or  very  noarlv  ;i 
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inillicn;  the  trndo  of  ex]K>rt  luiving  incrcusiMl^ 
sinoo  the  preceding  your,  u]>\vurds  of  82,^1J0/. 
sterling. 

The  import  tnule  for  IHM)  was  to  the  mnoimfc 
uf  7iS4,Oir)/.,  thus  leiiving  a  bahinoc  in  favour  (»!' 
the  otumtry  of  I lM>,)Mt»/.  sterling;  whilst,  at  the 
same  time,  this  import  trade  had  increased  also, 
since  the  preceding  year,  upwards  of  7;),4H8/. 


In  IS  10,  tl)o  moliuM*  ihmiiiIiv  soul  goods  to 

tlH>  Millie  of  -  -  .  . 

Her  coloMios  in  North  Aiiicrii'ii  scnil  ilitto 
Nor  otiior  oolotiics  -  -         -         - 

lli'i"  Wost  liidiu  possessions 
Tlio  foroii:;!)  iimrUets  sent 
The  United  Stdles  of  Anioricn    - 

Newfoundland,  in  return,  exported — 

To  liie  mother  country,  prodiieo  viihied  ut 


£,  sterling. 

DM,!  102 
2,(J17 

2i.'M»i:> 
i:)f»,2o(; 


To  Ilrilish  oohn  ies  in  North  Aiuericu 

To  Hritish  Wei  i  Indies 

To  Mritish  CoU.nies  elsewhere    - 

To  l'()iei|j;n  niurkots  - 

To  the  United  States  of  America 


aH2,027 
71,018 

:i()2,s(i2 

2J,(M2 

These  arc  dry  details,  it  is  true,  hut  they  point 
out  very  clearly  the  imjtortance  of  Newfoundland 
and  the  direction  of  its  trade;  and  we  have 
added,  further  on,  extracts  from  the  juiblic 
roo(>rds  to  shew  their  accuracy.* 

Tlie  market  value  of  these  articles  in  the 
island  is  now  given,  embodied  in  a  scale  of 
i^cneral  tiverage  prices,  to  shew  the  value  of  every 


tails,  taken  from  the  authorities  of  Public  Records. 
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consumable  item  of  tl  e  luxuries  and  necessaries 
of  life,  which  should  always  accompany  any  book 
j^rofessing  to  treat  of  a  colony  which  is,  or  may 
become,  the  seat  of  emigration. 

And  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  a  regular. 
though,  it  is  true,  a  small  stream  of  emigration, 
does  not  take  its  constant  course  towards  New- 
foundland. To  convince  the  reader  that  such  i< 
the  fact,  we  have  only  to  cite  the  following  ab- 
stract of 

British  Emifjratlon  in  1840  and  1841. 

A  parliamentary  paper  has  lately  been  issued, 
intituled,  "  Returns  of  Emigration  from  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  year  1840,  ana 
during  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  1841." 

In  a  recapitulation  of  the  number  of  emigrants 
who  embarked  from  the  various  ports  in  Engltind, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  we  have  the  following  re- 
sults for  the  year  1840: — 

Nortli  American  Colonies — viz. :  Canada,  21 ,209 ; 
Brunswick,  SOoO;  Newfoundland,  387  ;  Nova 
Scotia,  972,-  Cape  Breton,  437;  Prince  Edward 
Island,  J  214;  Hudson's  Bay,  18— Total  -   32,2)j.1 

United  States 40,(]42 

British  West  Indies  ------     ]^5^ii\ 

Central  America 4^ 

Cape  of  Good  Hope          -----        2()'(i 
West  Coast  and  Islands  of  St.  Helena  and  Mauritius     51 
Australia— viz. :   Swan  River,  224  ;  South    Aus- 
tralia, 2748;   Port  Philip,  3473;  Sydney,  7(348; 
Van  Dieraan's  Land,  299— Total    -         -         -    11,39'J 
New  Zealand i,ioi 

Total  to  all  parts  of  tlie  world     -        -         -   90,713 
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island  will  no  longer  bo  behind  its  sister  colonics 
in  comfort;  and  the  prices  we  now  quote  will 
soon  and  rapidly  approximate  in  articles  of  neco.s- 
sity  !^,s  well  as  luxury  to  those  of  Canada. 

The  capital,  as  most  small  capitals  are,  is  ni)w 
rather  a  dear  place  to  live  in  for  the  middle  aiiil 
upper  classes,  uidess  they  resort  to  the  frequour 
use  oi  tish  and  biscuit,  instead  of  meat  and  baker's 
bread,  as  will  be  observed  by  the  followincj  tM^ 
of  present  prices  of  most  of  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption:— 

Table  of  a  vera  rjc  prices  at  St.  Johns.  1842,  of  some  offh 
principal  articles  of  tnerchandise  and  suppl//,  rc/c/^;  • 
t()  household  and  general  economy. 


Currcucv 


Bread,  wlioaton,  per  41b.  loaf        -         -  - 

Potatoes,  per  tloiir  barrel  of  about  2  bii^liels  - 
Sugar,  Muscovado,  by  the  barrel,  per  lb. 

Ditto,  ditto,  retail,  ditto    -          -         -  - 

White  or  loaf  sugar,  ditto     -         -         -  - 
Flour,  American,  iiue,  per  barrel  - 

Ditto,  ditto,  supertine  ditto   -          -         -  - 

Biscuit,  sea,  per  barrel          -         -         -  . 

Ditto,  first  quality        -          .          -         -  - 

Pork,  Irish,  priiiie,  per  barrel         -         -  . 

Beef,  best  mess,  ditto  -         -         -         -  - 
Ditto,  per  lb.,  according  to  season,  winter 

.  summer 

Mutton,  ditto,  ditto,  winter  -          -          -  - 

summer          -         -  - 

Veal,  ditto,  ditto,  winter       -          -          -  - 

summer    -         -         -  - 

The  above  meats  by  the  carcase,  when  they 
arrive  frozen  in  winter,  can  be  occasionally 

bought  more  reasonably,  but  the  supply  is 
then  uacertuin. 
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Wine,  best  Port,  per  quarter  cask,  wliich  bottles 

al'ont  IM  (loi^cn         -  -  .  -  . 

I)itto,  best  Madeira,  per  quarter  cask     - 

Ditto,  sherry,  best  brown     -         -         -         . 

By  retail,  jier  bottle  or  do^en,  tlieso  wines  are 
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24  0  0 
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lear  as  in  Canada. 


Ditto,  Clianipiigne,  first  brand,  per  basket  of  2 
do;:on     -         -         -         -         -         -         -3J40 

Porter,  per  cask  of  3  dozen  bottles  -         -     1    13     0 

Ale,  ditto,  ditto 113     0 

Irisli  jiorter  in   cask,  or  Halifax  porter,  may 
Ic  nud  for  about  3c/.  or  4d.  a  bottle  or  quart. 
Ton,  per  lb.,  retail,  8ouchong  -         -     0     4     0 

—  Hyson     -         -         -         -050 

This  by  purchasing  a  chest  is  reduced  to 
'21.  (^s-,  or  even  less,  according  to  the  supply. 
Vinegar,  best,  per  quart  -  -  -  -     0     0   10 

Molasses,  per  gallon  (sometimes  2,v.)      -         -     0     1    10 
A  quintal  of  fall  lisb,  or  best  cod  (export  price 

about  IVs.  V(l.  retail,  and  sometimes  i5s.)  -     0   12     (> 
A  barrel  of  salt  herrings  (exjjort  price  11*.  10^/. 

retail,  sometimes  1. ''*-,)      -  -  -  -     0   12     (J 

Salt,  j)er  basket,  for  family  use,  line        -         -     0     0     i) 
Ditto,  per  bushel,  coarse       -         -         -         . 
Salmon,  per  tierce,  export    -         -         -  -     3     2     C 

Ditto,  per  lb.,  fresh 0     0     0 

Train-oil,  per  ton,  export      -         -  -         -  22     8  10 

Soal-oil,  ditto,  ditto 23     0     0 

Ditto,  pale,  best  for  lamps,  per  gallon     - 
A  keg  of  dried  capelin,  for  breakfast  fish         -050 
A  tine  cod,  fresh,  during  summer    -         -       -     0     0     3 
In  autumn,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  Is. ;  and 
in  winter  not   to    be    had,   except  in    a 
frozen  state  from  Halifax,  and  that  very 
rare. 
Lobsters,  during  the  season,  from  2d.  to  -     0     0     G 

Oystors,  (from  Prince  Edward's  Island  chiefly,) 
per  bushel,  5.V. ;  per  barrel  of  3  bushels       -     0   15     0 


190 


THE  FISHERIES,  TRADE, 


Herring:*,  fresh  during  the  season,  per  dozen  - 

A  brace  of  ptarmigan  or  grouse,  in  autumn  and 
winter    ----.-- 

Venison,  in  winter  (scarce),  per  lb. 

Hay,  per  ton,  usually,  in  good  seasons,  in  autumn 
■U. ;  and  in  spring,  S/.  ;  in  bad  seasons,  10/. 
at  all  times,  a»ul,  of  course,  scarcely  to  bo  had 
in  spiing — average    -  -  -  -  - 

Oats,  from  'Ss.  inf.  per  bushel,  to  - 

Straw,  very  ditlicult  to  get,  from  51,  per  ton,  to 

Milk,  by  retail,  per  quart,  summer 

winter    -  -         - 

Butter,  fresli.  made  in  pats,  about,  per  lb. 

Ditto,  Holstein,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Canada,  per 
keg,  varying  in  weight,  but  average  iKJlbs., 
per  lb.,  from  iki.  to  - 

Eggs,  from  Is.,  to,  in  Lent,  per  dozen    - 

Geese,  in  autumn,  warranted  not  to  have  fed  on 
tisli,  per  couple         -         .  .  -         - 

Poultry,  also  warranted,  per  couple,  from  3s.  to 

Turkeys,  tine  young,  7^.  (id.  a-piece,  to,  in 
winter    ------ 

Ducks,  in  autumij,  warranted,  per  pair,  from 
2i'.  i)d.  to  6s.  and     -         -  -         -         - 

Coal,  from  Sydney  or  tbe  neighbouring  mines, 
the  usual  fuel  in  families  at  St.  John's,  ave- 
rages per  ton  (but  is  usually  sold  by  the 
hogshead,  containing  i)  bushels,  at  7s.  Gd.  per 
ho";sbead)         -  -  _         .  - 

Wood  fuel  is  scarce,  and  being  chiefly  spruce  or 
birch,  is  bad,  for  100  small  sticks,  about  six 
or  eight  feet  long,  and  as  thick  as  the  wrist 
or  arm,  from  lO*.  to 

Rum,  best,  per  gallon  .         .         .         . 

Brandy,  best  Cognac,  ditto  -         -         -         - 

Whisky,  Irish      -         -         -         .  -         - 

There  are  a  brewery  for  table-beer,  and  a 
whisky  distillery,  at  St.  John's,  where  these 
articles  are  produced,  of  a  good  quality. 
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■:      Pearl  harloy,  por  ]b,    - 

:      Mustard,  ditto     -.""-■ 
l'opj)or,  ditto      .         ,  "         '         -         . 

Aj.])lo.s  iiii nortod  fmnitl  '  ^''''''  ^''  'V.  to 

I      /por  bar/ol,  f/oni  il'\V"'^''"-^  «^' America, 

Oranges  per  box,  from  12..  (,V/  (o"         '         " 
IVars  and  p  nnis  nnt  ^a      • 

Wc.t  India  preXj  J       I'T"^^^^^'- 
ca.io„alj/soJd      '^       ^"  '"^orior  quality,  oe- 

Raisins,  best  MuscatoJ,  per  box- nf.i 

»>nuc  (-»rai)es.  from    P/^..*        i        , 

J^  about  j;.fW  or  '''^^^^  -"J  'Spain,  per 
O'Hons  per  Jb.,  from  Sd.  to  '  "  "  ' 
Ham,  V  estphalia,  or  best,  from  <)d  n  "n  " 
—  In-sh  or  American,  dilTo/'JV^-'  ^" 
Ci-oso,  best  En,lisli,  fro'm  U 'pef  ]f  ",^'  ^°  " 
■— —  American,  ditto        -    *  ^'  '"^ 

A  white  haro,  in  winter        -  "         '         " 
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Articles  of  clotliiiio.  i;,,,.,,  „    „ 
,     "re.  of  course,  higj.er'  £    'n  r    '?"'  ,'^''  ''^»*'>«-, 
fe  •ire  110  manufactures  iier.",,^  ^"'S'''nd,  as  there 
f-  or  stockings,  of  Z  t^lT'^  "^  "'«  ^eece.^ 
for  hats,  as  in  Canada  '^°*'''  °''  of  furs 

Books  and  stationery  beino-  .11  ; 
"Iso  dearer,  stationery  part ic  1  .    ""P^^ed,  are 
.   '^the  price  demandK  f  f  ^'5T  "^  ^"^'"'ng 
I  fnt  printing  is  done  reasonnl,.'""*   ^'-xl-pencil! 
I  !'#  price  of  labour  and  '  ot«^=  ^''n^idering  the 
I  P»Per  is  sent  out  once  or  T""^''  ^""^  "»  "ews- 
•  «"«  pound  to  one  poui^d  fi?"'  "  '"''^'^'^  f°''  fro". 
"f  averaging  sixpeClScr  '""""'  ^^<"' 
^^-.odeofieepingaccouSn  ,,,„,„,, 
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in  pounds,  shilling?,  and  pence,  currency;  the 
pound,  shilling,  and  penny,  being  imaginary,  and 
bearing  relation  to  the  same  denominations  of  real 
sterling  coin,  as  follows : — Generally 

A  sovereign  is  usually  considered  us  £1     3     4  currency, 

A  shilling,  British,  as  -      '  -       0     12 .' 

A  sixpence,  ditto,  as  -         -       0     0     7     • 

This  is,  however,  only  in  the  ordinary  trans- 
actions of  retail,  the  coins  in  circulation  beinj 
not  only  those  of  the  mother  country,  but  Spanisli 
and  South  American  dollars,  Spanish  half  and 
quarter  dollars,  American  half  dollars,  and  a 
multitude  of  foreign  coins  from  the  old  Spanish 
piastre  down  to  the  American  dione.  In  short, 
almost  any  piece  of  silver  is  current,  and  tlie 
value  is  settled  by  long  custom.  The  old  three 
sliilling  and  one  and  sixpence  Bank  token  of 
England  go  for  that  value  in  currency,  whilst 
the  new  shilling,  which  in  Canada  is  worth  one 
shilling  and  threepence,  is  here,  as  already  stateJ, 
only  worth  one  shilling  and  twopence.  Tlie 
value  of  old  silver  of  any  kind  per  ounce  fluc- 
tuates, but  the  average  is  not  more  than  froiii 
live  shillings  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence  cur- 
rency. 

The  copper  money  is  in  the  same  state,— any 
piece  of  any  country,  or  any  coinage,  going  for 
one  halfpenny,  but  none  but  the  British  penny 
and  Guiana  stiver  will  go  for  a  penny,  however 
large  it  may  be. 

In  short,  the  currency  here  is  much  in  tlii 


same  state  as  it  was  in  r       i  ^ 

-:l  the  „e<lclle,-s  IZ   t  ""conr"  "'"'  '-'■•^^'. 

almost  all  the  n.o,,ii,"'t    «;«•«•«'"'  eirculati,,,;' 

di-ppearing  very  fat?,'  ^JVSr  f'"'  ^'""--  ^ 
■"t""Sic  va  ue  over  tWc  rfZ" ',.',. ''.^  '^nov 
iif;n,  and  Mexican  States  ^"''viaii,  Pe,.,,. 

'Jlio  militarv  cJiest  ro-r,',i  *     • 
v»l"e  of  ti,e  dollar    ..^"'"^'^■^  '*'  ■'"Pl'lv  bv  the 
''^•'■"K  at  the  rate  <  f  fo  7^1.  Il"'""-'  •'''  P'Vse, 
sterling  for  eacl,  silver  dot  '.f  'T''  *-"l>™ce 
I    Jf^oraliy  stands,  -'.Ithougli  tS  V '1      '"'' • '■"*^'   '^ 
I    fometniies  obtain  a  trifle,;       ^"'"""ssariat  mnv 
I    t'lo  troops,  bowever    i     ?''"'  ""  T''e«s"n-  b    f 
^  filings'^  and   two^^f^^^''^'^"-  « t  5 
0  ta,„  the  diflerene'e  bo  ween  i"'       '"''"'■''    *" 
I  sterling  monev,  tiie  nil,.  ;!  /     -^  ™"'«icv  and 
I  ™,l  divide  b/;ix%    ''f^;*^  "'"'tip,,-  bf  C 

rr:^j;:--^i-o^i^:?^^^.^i:?s- 

^orth  America,  issuing  i,o^H  7^  °^  ^^'■'"•^'f' 
I  ;»»k,  of  which  Andrew  M  j'T  r'"'  ""*'^''-  '^'''i« 
i  KMs  opened  in  1837  -inV  „  ^'  ^^*"1-' '«  "wnao-er 
I  convenience  to  the  comi  nufT  ?  °'  '-^'-^  Sroal 
|d;rectors,  an  acconntan  7n^  .'  n"'  f'-'ee local 
I W  standing  this  ins  'u£  \,''^^'''  ''"'.  "ot- 
l"'»rf«t  seasons  for  fisJ, '  n^    •',    '"^  '^^^e  of  the 

p-'';ation  in  obtiiJSg'^jsirr  r-^'  ^-«^ 

\or..  ri.  o  ^'^^is  upon  Liigland. 
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The  highest  rate  of  exchange  within  this  last 
year  or  two  may  be  stated  at  twenty  per  cent.,  and 
the  lowest  at  twelve;  the  seasons  being  advcr.se 
to  profit  on  such  bills  in  winter,  and  favourable 
in  spring    and  autumn.     The  spring   creates  a 
demand  fur  cash  to  pay  the  sealing  voyages,  j.ar- 
ticularly   if  they  are    not   prosperous,   and  the 
autumn  for    the   produce    of  the   fishery.     The 
morchnnts  usuidly  take  an  account  of  their  stock. 
and  balance  their  books  as  soon  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year  as  possible,  in  order  to  eiLviire 
the  credits  for  the  spring  supplies. 

Thci'c  is  no  bonus  given  to  the  drawer  of  a  bill 
upon  Britain,  as  in  Canada,  the  simple  mode 
being  to  add  the  per  centage  in  currency  of  the 
state  of  exchange  to  the  original  sum  in  sterling 
as  a  sum  in  ciuTency.  Thus  there  can  never  be 
any  great  advantage  gained  by  the  drawer,  Avliois 
usually  the  loser,  tlie  par  being  at  about  fcur  shil- 
lings and  fourpeuce  the  dollar,  Avhich  is  only  iil'teeii 
and  one  third  currency  premium  upon  one  hundreJ 
pounds  sterling,  and  the  average  rate,  it  has  been! 
seen,  rarely  passes  this  limit,  but  is  frequently 
below  it;  so  that  a  resident,  unconnected  ^vitij 
niei'cantile  speculations,  who  wishes  to  draw  \[\m  j 
liis  banker  at  home,  must  very  carefully  Avatcli 
his  opportunities  throughout  the  year,  in  order 
to  insure  even  the  most  trifling  gain  upon  liis 
bills.  If  he  wishes  to  purchase  a  bill,  he  niu;t 
usually  be  at  the  cost,  as  the  merchants  or  m 
bank  can  always  ivTord  to  do  such  business  \\\m 
better  terms  and  with  a  much  quicker  and  more 


»"'m.V(;,  ^^p  „jyj^^,^_ 


(crtnin  market   tlnn    „      •    ,.  ''''* 

ten.I  to.  ^'^'""   •-"'   -ndividual  could  ,,«- 

^t  i^  jiot  necessarv  fn  «■.   i 

rea,lei.,  can  have  no  grea  c  tl  "''  ^'"'■"l^'"'''"' 
know  what  money  i,  t^I  ,  *"'«*''  ''""'  to 
''""""••""1;  •■"Kl,  if  he  is    *;•"•{■  ''°''*''  '■"  ^'ew" 

"'■"  ''""•  icings  ami  fo^rSe"?.'  V-  f'"^  '^"''^^ 
represent  the  silver  dollar  of  «  ",*''''  'f"-'''"^' 
'•mcy,   agreeably  to  Co^ni  i  ''''"''"?«  ci„? 

the  military  chest,  which  tin  i       "  1'""'  from 
n;'t.  but  the  Infantry,  Staff  oL':'"'''"'^'^  «"'P'  ■'"■e 
'"s  five  shilling  currency-l£  ''''.?'*"'""-^.  ••"■o, 
when  received  by  him  Zn  «  rir  "  "^'■"'  '-^  ^"'"th 
f-ling,  the  fl-LtCion"     "'  ^  '"""'  '"■"P™'-'« 
:eing  most  uncertain,  and  confil  f  •  "'^■'"''"^^t 
""»s  to  bankinn-  .,,„i    ,'    *'"'« led  in  its  o,,ei-,. 

"'"'^^t  «'«  "nerchan  at  r"'""'^  f«n.sact  c  '• 
""'"■'"y -'iter,  wh  shot  7,1^'"^  '""t'''  •''*'^' 
™««f-y  nde.  for  the  SlnJJV'  ^""'^  ""* 
fraiisactions.      The   ic?n.l  ^  ^''^  ^ti^'isive 

"'•culation  is  conLtum?  /'"?'""  °*"  «■'"    » 
'l«;',.0<'0/.  sterling.-'         '''  *'-•  ^'  '«»«"y   about 

.-"'«  revenue  is  derived  from  f 
[ta«|  no  direct  taxatio,,  *'''  ^°"''«^'S  there 

fttav^S^tle^SS^^^^^^^^        ^'-^  *'->  -'e 
jrent  of  crown  lands  and  hi '  -  ^  '^'""^  *'^«  ^ale  and 
"CO  of  writs  and  he.",  T"'''  f''^""  *''«  P''  " 
["■"les  and  spirits  '       '  ^'°'"  ti'«  'Uitiei  on 
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per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  tVoiu  Brituiii. 
Avithout  proportionate  charges  on  foreign  and 
colonial  niannt'actnres  and  produce. 

These  duties  tend  to  render  Newfoundland  ;: 
nuich  dearer  place  to  live  in  than  the  Canadas,  and 
also  to  introduce  tor  consunji>tion  very  inteiid: 
articles;  whilst  at  certain  seasons,   for  w\ant  o! 
due  protection  and  stimulus  to  agricultural  imu- 
suits,  when  fodder  is  scarce,  from  an  inadeiiiuui.' 
supply  in  the  island  of  hay  or  oats,   or  when  tiit. 
crops    have   failed,    the    introduced    articles  ii 
cattle   and   horse-keeping  irom  Nova  ^Scotia,  or 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  (as  was  the  case  duiiiii. 
the  hot,  dry  summer  of  LSdU,)  become  \Qvy  (hn 
and  thus  influence  the  prices  of  meat.     At  suoli 
time,  straw  is    not  to  be  had  at   all,  and  tli' 
prices  of  inditlerent  hay  and  oats  are  most  exor- 
bitant. 

rUBLIC    REVENLE    OF   NEWFOUNDLAND. 


Duties  collected  under  Provincial  acts  -  £21,000 
Under  Imperial  ditto  -         -  -     10,000 


Los-- — Reserved  salaries 

Customs'  department 


0,.5l)0 
5,500 


10,1)1)1' 


I'i.Oiii 


Leavip.g  f'j^/'n^ 
per  annum,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Provincial  Legislature 

The  above  is  an  approximation  to  the  actiia! 
revenue  only,  as  in  the  year  ending  1840  i"| 
was — 


sn.rriNo,  an,,  iiKVKM;i:. 


I!' 7 


'•."0,  nn,lor  rSi^ltYs  '!"'"""'  ^"^'^ 
I'lglit-lioime  clues         .         .         '         " 

which,  \vi!|]  rcnNofCrft..,    i      i 

l'l?f)08  more,  or         .         '  '  ^'^"g''t  it  up  to 

iiie  salaries  of  tho  imir 
^nerevemic,  aiul  ese  ^       /?  t'^'^!  ^'"''^'^  ''^'  ^'^' 
'^<1  ^ViJIiam  ly.,  cap.  78:!!!.  ''  ^^^'  ^^^«  ^^^^^^^^^cl 


^2,329 


Oovernor 
C'hief  Justice     - 

Jl'irst  .Assistant  Judge 
'^econd  ditto  ditto      . 

Attorne.v.Genernl 
t  oJouial  Secretary 


Aooo 

J, 200 
700 
700 

-].';o 

500 


At  preseiit,  there  i^   o    7 
Trensury,  aft  r  «  '    al,ri« ''^f    Y'T'  '"  '''« 
officers  shall  be  paid.  ''   '*  ""  *'"-'  coloniaj 

"•'■iter  whose    work  shnll  i       '  '?''  '^'"""^  ^'-fre 

,"liich  the  revenu  't'       ".f  *''«  '^'''i^'e^  from 

,«»Plcan<l  cnstomary  etor^:''   ''f .  7^"  •''s  the 

'lierefore  do  concisel/  our    ;    '"'"''''  ^^«  shall 

intertion,  from  the  p'ubt.?°''  ^^  ""'"  ""S"''-^' 

U"lm  tJie  year  is^rt'-*'  "^<'«'<'*'  an.l  we  shall 

h"''  near  oCJ  I'th^"^'  ""' °^ '-^^  '-^^Wi 
purpose.  °     *°  *''«  P''esent  time  for  the 
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Port  of  St.  Johns.     Imports  oflQi^T. — Custom  House  Pefiirx, 

6th  Janunn/,  1838. 


Articles  imported. 


)> 


j> 


Wiiio — 

1st  clu'^s,  gallons 

2nd  ditto-         „ 

3rd  ditto  - 

4th  ditto  - 

Spirits  -         ,, 

Apples         bushels 

Beef  and  pork  }  rf 

sal  tod        -      ^  o 

Broad  or  hiscnit    „ 

Butter  -         „ 

Cattle,  neat,    head 

Coals  -         -     tons 

Flour  -  barrels 

Goods,  wares,  and 

merchandise, 

not  otherwise    )► 

described,    or     | 

enumerated   -    J 

Hogs  - 

Horses,  mares,  or) 

geldings         -    J 

Lumber       -     feet 

Oatmeal    -   barrels 

Timber(tons)and"] 

balk  of  all  kinds,  ! 

including  scant-  j 

ling      -         -    J 

Sheep  -  head 

Shingles 

Tea    -         -     lbs. 

Total     . 


»> 


Quantity. 


VtUiic. 


343^ 

1  1,({.kS| 
11,518 
242, 1 03 
1,748 

50,897  2  22 

ll-),8fi7  2  10 

10,199  0     3 

1,730 

14,337 

Gl,(i06f 


£. 

248 

2,187 

1,533 

917 

24,232 

872 

80,730 

58,550 
54,588 
14,380 
10,053 
08,232 


s. 
11 
13 
10 

9 


(I. 
1 
4 
4 
1 


0  8 

J>  o] 

i<>  io| 

7  6\ 

10  5 

0  01 


14 

8 


18 

40 

3,090,129 
2,470i 

832 

1,842 

3,111,095 

566 


303,401   13     8 

14  15     0 

402     0     0 

7,770     3     9 
1,700     0  10 

850     0     0 


051     8 
1,555  10 


57     0     0 


099/J85     1     5 


Dutic 


£.   I 
25  \o 

454  1,1 

549    i 

28S  U 

0,054    I 

43  11 

1,878  15 

1,448  i; 

1,2)4  is 

432  ill 

3os  s 

2,310  ,5 


9,08(i  I:' 

0  0 

23  n 

184  10 

(Jl  16 

20  16 

iC)  1 

52  t) 

2  I 


24,538 
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rtj/.sv  PettiTv. 


Duties, 
£.     .<  ; 

2.5  15 

4")4  l.) 

540    \ 

28^  11 

C,0")4    I 

43  U 


I 
I 

\ 
01 

5\ 

^\ 
01 

4l 


1,878  lo 

1,448  i; 

1,2)4  IS 
432  M 
35S   s 


81    0,080  W 

01  0   f 

01        23  " 

9        184  111 
lol        01  Hi 

20  Ifi 


0 


0 


46   1 


2  ; 


a; 


<-^>.' 


8    2,310   o«? 


X 


I 


5  24,538 


» 

3 
'•J  ^1 

o 

o: 

Ci 

■a  i    0 

l" 

-r 

r'*** 

31 -"^ 

0 

-r 

-r 

^ 

X        CI 

s 

•--^ 

0 

CI 

^    6 

3: 

•0 

0 

r 

CI 

X 

n« 

•rj         T. 

•."- 

CI 

w 

0 

— •      ot- 

Ci 

X         — 

Oi 

1    2 

"  i 

^ 

•0 
c? 

%    w 

M         i- 

'— 

n 

r>« 

CI 

n 

yj 

fi,  i 

h- 

X 

••'5 

S     0/ 

0 

iw^ 

c   ^ 

X 

^^•' 

X 

ii  a 

0? 

>— ^ 

»r. 

mN 

§    d 

T 

X 

CI 

1    I 

X 

I'" 

0 

-T 

l^ 

CI 

7i    H 

CJ 

CI  0  -r 

•  '^ 

■fi  ^  '^ 

;£  0  X 

-r 

.^3js 

T  to  C5 

#%             WS            •S 

C5 

1l= 

'C  0  CS 

0 

0  ',S  — 1 

X 

y  or  — 

-f        CO 

t^ 

X     0      • 

1 

o.«-> 

..«   «J 

_c  •—    </J 

on  "^  a. 

1 

■3 

^  a  -s 

r 

«    bO  ^ 

1 

a 

.•S  "S  -c 

u    L-    cr 

u 

ca^2  H 

u 

a  c  cS 

1 

s 

I— 4    H-<    "^ 

w,-^  a 

» 

n^^ 

.^ 

c8 

S 

r.           »3 

-t-a 

««         «i^ 

0 

H 

s 

fa 

0     2 

-^    £- 

^     3 

72     0 

CO 
X 


>=>i 


10 


cc 
X     - 


^ 


10 

a. 


1 

t 

3 
0 

a. 

3 
.5? 

1 

i 

1      " 

CI 

CI 

1 

1^ 

i 

CI 

CI 

a 

it 

1-  'O 

-^  CI 

-r  — . 

2  cc 

at 

75 

a. 
IS 

V3 

T.  1- 
«r,  CI 

X 

•/I 
1 

a 

i. 

Z 

s 

0 
CI 

c» 

3 

a. 

1 

X 

«  ail 

X 
CI 

CI 

T 
CI 

Si 
en 

0) 

2 

01 

2 

CJ  t^ 

0:  X 

?0  -^ 

CI 

X 

en 

a 
0 

— «  r» 
Cl  — 

X  0 

Si  c: 

'>£  CI 

X 

ec 
x^ 

x" 

C5 

a. 

^  CI 
•0  Cl 

X 

St.  John's      - 
Outports 

Total  for  the  island 

2 


<i> 


a> 


a 


o 

ca 

Ol 

o 
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Articles. 

Quantities. 

Ale  and  ])ort 

er 

- 

- 

. 

-  gallons 

108,513 

Anchors  and 

cabl( 

2S 

- 

. 

value 

£2,(;(ji 

Apples 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  barrels 

3,4(i3 

Bacon  Dnd  h 

anas, 

(fee. 

- 

- 

cwt. 

387 

Beef,  salted 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

4,072 

, 

Billets   - 

. 

. 

- 

« 

-     value 

£213 

i 

Board  nnd  p 

ank 

- 

- 

- 

-       feet     2,285,51)0 

1 

Brandy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  gallons 

10,311i 

Bran 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-       bags 

],130 

Bread 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

UO.WOi 

"■.:J 

Bricks 

- 

- 

. 

- 

number 

051,378' 

Butter 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

1 7,58() 

Candles 

. 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

2,749 

Canvas 

. 

- 

- 

- 

value 

£\),m 

;,  • 

Cattle    - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

head 

1,1S9 

;  ''■ 

Chocolate 

m 

- 

- 

. 

lbs. 

]  2,341 

I  ■' 

Cheese 

- 

- 

> 

- 

cwt. 

5S7| 

'A 

Cider 

m 

- 

- 

- 

-    gallons 

10,342 

g 

Cigars   - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  number 

278,350 

i 

Coals     - 

- 

- 

> 

- 

tons 

12,193 

■'  '■?!, 

Coffee 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

1,3431 

^^B-  'i 

Cocoa 

- 

- 

m 

- 

lbs. 

•1,821" 

K^ 

Cordial 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-    gallons 

138 

B 

Corkwood 

- 

. 

m 

. 

cwt. 

m 

Wt:' 

Cordage  and  oak 

Lim 

- 

- 

ditto 

11,051 

K 

Cotton  mani 

ifactures 

- 

- 

value 

£  53,2ce 

H 

Earthenware 

- 

> 

- 

crates 

4(io 

Wm 

Eau  de  Cologne 

. 

.. 

- 

value 

i'3 

H 

Feathers 

. 

- 

- 

> 

lbs. 

14,766 

mm 

Flour    - 

m 

- 

- 

- 

-     barrels 

lo^m 

H 

Fruit     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

packages 

0,369 

B 

Furniture 

- 

- 

- 

- 

pieces 

1,543 

^^n§ 

Geneva 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-    gallons 

8,791 

^^^ 

Glass    - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

boxes 

t'lh 

M  < 

Glass  ware 

m 

- 

m 

. 

value 

i'782 

H  ''' 

Gunpowder 

- 

- 

- 

- 

lbs. 

39,925 

B 

Hay      - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

tons 

1791 

1  '^ 

Herrings 

- 

- 

- 

- 

boxes 

289 

B  T 

Horses 

. 

> 

- 

. 

value 

i'4o 

1  '^ 

Jndian  corn 

- 

. 

- 

. 

-    bushels 

5,7311 

^H 

Iron,  bar  an 

d  bolt 

- 

. 

value 

£  1,740 

■  ^^ 

Lard 

. 

. 

- 

- 

cwt. 

39^ 

l^\ 

Lead  and  lead-shot 

. 

. 

value 

£2,523 

1  ^^ 

licather  and  leather  ware 

- 

ditto 

£41,3lit) 

1  ^^' 

IMPORTS,  1810 continued. 
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itics. 

108,513 
£2,(!01 
3,4()3 
3^7 
4,07-21 
£213 
2,285,51)0 
10,310i 

i,iai) 

051,37^ 

17,o^t) 

2,749 

,       £9,946 

.        12,341 
:.  5S71 

1(5,342 
278,350 
12.1133 
1,3431 
•1,821" 
138 
53G 
11,051 
£  53,2 


0^0 


400 
i.-3 
H,7C6 
75,661 
6,309 
1,543 
8,794 
525 
£7S2 
39,925 
1791 
2b9 
£45 
5,730 
£1,7415 
39^ 
£2,523 
£4l,3iiti 


Articlts. 

Quantities, 

Liiiic,  chalk,  &c. 

- 

m 

- 

- 

value 

£485 

Lines,  twines,  and 

nets 

- 

m 

- 

ditto 

£  20,874 

Iron  manufactures 

- 

m 

- 

ditto 

£  18,509 

Linen  manufactures 

- 

- 

•• 

ditto 

£  4,007 

>L'iho<:any     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

£17 

Meat,  fresh     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

£5()J 

Miscellaneous  manufactures 

- 

- 

ditto 

£  12,565 

Meal,  oat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

barrels 

3,106 

Meal,  Indian 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

1,24() 

Molasses 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

530,588 

Xails     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

4,447 

Oats  and  barley 

- 

- 

•• 

bushels 

11,970 

Olive  oil 

- 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

1,687 

Oil,  sperm 

» 

- 

- 

• 

ditto 

300 

Oil,  linseed     - 

- 

<n 

- 

- 

ditto 

3,365 

Paint    - 

- 

W 

- 

- 

cwt. 

854 

Pease  and  beans 

- 

m 

» 

- 

bushels 

2,284 

Figs      - 

- 

m 

- 

- 

number 

75 

Pimento 

- 

- 

- 

- 

lbs. 

830 

Pitch,  tar,  and  varnish 

- 

» 

- 

barrels 

5,429 

Potatoes  and  other 

vegetables 

- 

- 

ditto 

50,492 

Pork      - 

- 

- 

- 

• 

cwt. 

37,744 

Rice 

m 

- 

■* 

m 

ditto 

992 

Riini     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

101,156 

Salt      - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

tons 

37,398 

Sheep    - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

number 

2,033 

Shingles 

- 

- 

- 

» 

ditto 

1,742,250 

Silver  manufactures 

. 

m 

m 

value 

£335 

Silk  ditto 

- 

> 

. 

m 

ditto 

£4,284 

Soap     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

6,453 

Spars    - 

- 

- 

- 

«• 

number 

4CG 

Spirits  of  turpentine 

m 

m 

- 

gallons 

211 

Steves  - 

- 

- 

m 

- 

number 

663,647 

Sugar,  Muse. 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

15,900 

Sugar,  refined 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

1,583 

Tallow 

- 

. 

- 

. 

ditto 

99 

Teu      - 

- 

•■ 

- 

- 

lbs. 

104,690 

Tobacco 

- 

> 

- 

- 

ditto 

302,311 

Timber 

- 

- 

- 

. 

tons 

908 

Vinegar 

- 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

4,060 

Whisky 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

4,973 

AYheat  - 

. 

- 

> 

. 

bushels 

5019 

Wine    - 

- 

- 

. 

. 

gallons 

20,389 

Woollens 

w 

- 

- 

mt 

value 

£  72,204 

■■■HH 
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The  principal  trade  from  the  United  States  of  America 
is  in  beef  Csalted),  biscuit,  candles,  cigars,  coffee,  fruit,  rao- 
las-es,  pitch,  tar  and  varnish,  pork,  rum,  salt,  staves,  and 
Muscovado  sugar  and  tobacco,  with  what  the  Americans 
call  notions,  such  as  furniture  and  fancy  articles,  ale,  porter, 
and  various  small  articles  of  provisions. 

From  the   West  India    colonies, — molasses,    rum,  and 
Muscovado  sugar. 
From  British  North  America, — ale  and  porter,  board 
.  and  plank. 

;      Bread,   butter,    cattle,   from    Prince    Edward's   Island, 
|i  cliiefly;  coals,  from  Cape  Breton  ;  flour  from  Canada,  &c. ; 
molasses,    potatoes  and  vegetables,    pork,  rum,     shingles, 
s^heep,  spars,  staves,  sugar  (Muscovado),  tea,  timber,  wheat. 

From  Foreign  States  and  Colonies  : — bread,  chiefly  from 
fr  Hamburgh  ;  butter,  from  ditto  ;  coffee,  cordage  and  oakum, 
flour,  fruit — Spain  and  Portugal;  leather  and  leather  ware, 
meal  (oat),  uiolasses,  faringa — West  Indies;  peas  and  beans, 
I"  pork,  rum,  salt — in  1840,  16,732  tons,  sugar  (Muscovado), 
and  wine  from  Spain  and  Portugal. 

The  exports  from  Great  Britain  are, — ale  and  porter, 
chiefly  from  Ireland  ;   anchors  and  cables,  brandy,  bread, 

I  butter  (Irish),  candles,  canvass,  cheese,  coals,  cordage,  and 
oakum,  cotton  manufactures  (of  which  were  imported  to  the 

I  value  of  o2,766/.  in  1840),  earthenware,  flour,  gunpowder, 
iron  (bar  and  bolt),  lead  and  sliot,  leather  and  leather  ware 
(of  whicli,  in  1840,  30,832/.),  lines,  twines,  and  nets  (in 
1840,  1S),427/.),  iron  manufactures  (in  1840,  17,279/.), 
linen    (3997/.),    miscellaneous    manufactures    (in    1840> 

I  11,007/.),  nails,  paint,  pork,  salt  (in  1840,  5492  tons), 
soap,  refined  sugar  (in  1840,  2295" cwt.),  tea,  5001/.  in 
1H40,  from  Great  Britain,  and  4835/.  from  British  North 
America,  making  a  total  value  of  tea  imported  of  10,436/. ; 

I  v'oollen  manufactures,  in  1840,  70,576/. 


30 

CI 
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Exports  in 

1840 

« 

(Marked  thus 

*,  Produce  and  Staple.) 

Description  of  Articles. 

Quantities. 

\]e  and  Porter 

. 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

741 

Anchors  an 

d  cables 

- 

. 

- 

value 

£686 

Bacon,  haras,  'fee 

• 

. 

. 

~ 

ditto 

£34 

Beef,  salt 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

cvvt. 

203j 

^Berries 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

2,8.10 

Board  and 

plank 

- 

- 

<m 

- 

feet 

42,810 

Bread 

- 

. 

•• 

- 

- 

cwt. 

87!) 

Bricks 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

number 

64,500 

Butter 

- 

- 

. 

> 

- 

cwt. 

(io 

Brandy 

> 

- 

- 

- 

. 

gallons 

9 

Candles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

0 

Canvas 

> 

- 

. 

- 

- 

value 

£089 

*  Cap  el  in 

- 

- 

- 

- 

packages 

2S9 

Chocolate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

lbs. 

325 

Cheese 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

lbs. 

600 

Cigars 

m 

> 

- 

m 

- 

number 

157,750 

Coals 

m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

tons 

l.io 

Coffee 

- 

- 

•• 

- 

- 

lbs. 

18,499 

*Corn    - 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

bushels 

18 

Corkwood 

- 

. 

- 

- 

m 

cwt. 

oS8 

Copper 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

lbs. 

6,792 

Cordage  an 

d  oaki 

lira 

- 

- 

- 

cwt. 

5V3 

Cotton  manufactures 

- 

- 

- 

value 

£  ],2U 

Earthenware 

m 

- 

- 

- 

crates 

50 

*Fish  (core) 

1 

- 

m 

- 

- 

quintals 

<M 

*Fish  (dry  cod) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ditto 

915,795 

Flour 

- 

- 

- 

m 

- 

barrels 

963 

Fruit 

- 

. 

- 

m 

- 

value 

£;o 

*Furs    - 

- 

- 

- 

m 

- 

number 

3,083 

Furniture 

- 

- 

m 

- 

- 

value 

£375 

Geneva 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

gallons 

23 

Glass  - 

- 

m 

> 

- 

. 

value 

£5^ 

Glass  ware 

- 

- 

- 

« 

- 

ditto 

£1^ 

*  Herrings 

- 

- 

- 

> 

- 

barrels 

14,686 

♦Hides 

- 

- 

- 

- 

m 

number 

2,929 

*  Hoops 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

bundles 

982 

Iron,  bar  and  boll 

t 

- 

- 

- 

value 

£  222 

iple.; 

) 

Quantities. 

Dns 

71] 

lue 

£686 

tto 

£34 

A't. 

203i 

ons 

2,8,10 

eet 

42,810 

wt. 

m 

Der 

64,500 

wt. 

(io 

Dns 

9 

wt. 

0 

lue 

£089 

ges 

2S9 

bs. 

325 

bs. 

eoo 

oer 

157,750 

ons 

l.io 

lbs. 

i^,m 

lels 

]8 

wt. 

5S8 

Is. 

6,792 

wt. 

5V3 

lue 

£  13 

Lies 

50 

lals 

%l 

tto 

915,795 

rels 

963 

lue 

£;o 

ber 

3,083 

lue 

£375 

ons 

23 

lue 

£5^} 

itto 

£1^ 

els 

1-1,680 

ber 

2,92!) 

lies 

982 

mimm,  and  kevexue. 


Description  of  ArticJes. 

Iron  njaiiufactiires 
Ji'on,  old 

J;ink  -         -  _ 

*Kiiee.s,  wooden     - 
Lard  - 

Leather  ware 
Line.*,  &:c.    - 

Linen  ninnufacturos 
^>atmeal 

MiscelJaneoijs 
MoIus«es 
Xails  - 
l»Oars  - 
Oats    - 
Oil,  linseed  - 
Oil,  ol/ve 
f*Oil,  seal  and  cod  - 
'  Paint  - 
Peas   -         .         I 
Pilch  and  Tar       . 
^Potatoes 
Pork  - 
Ri.iii  - 

Rice  -         .  _ 

*'^ahiioii 
Salt     - 


*.Ski 

mi 

Sta 


n<,  calf 


m,  s 


Q;'anti;;es 

value 
ditto 
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i'  ti()H 


tons 

"  number 

cwt. 

value 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

-  gallons 

cwt. 

-  number 

-  Ijushels 

-  gallons 

ditto 


£(i4 

124 

40 

172 

i'4:U 

£  :i 
£  C)ih) 

()".) 

7!)j 

23i> 

40 

J,61(> 


^Jtto  3,20(JMi 


cwt. 

Ijushels 

l>arrels 
ditto 
cwt. 

gallons 
cwt. 

th 


leep 


ins  seal 
ves 
•ionp   - 

''igar,  refined 


re  03 

tons 

-  number 

ditto 


43 

251 

233 

J  8.-) 

2,ry22 

0,332 

<) 

J, 627 
310 
200 


ditto      6'3],.38 


ditto 
val 


ue 


igar,  Muscovadc 


ca 


►Toi 


g'les  and  sound; 


iol)acco 


Woo! 


ue 


ii  IS 

inc 


^■y 


ooiiens 


cwt, 

cwt. 

lbs. 
val 

lbs. 

ons 
ditto 
val 


gal. 


6,300 
£42 
204 
6,83.?  i 
i,63-l 
£  2o() 
10,258 
3 
9,0i)4 


f'e      £  3,9iJ0 


206 


THE  FISHERIES,  TRADE, 


Cfi 


t<5 


"«S 


to 


00      s 


2^ 


3i 


^ 

bS 

•-M 

g      o 

c: 

w    - 

CO 

J  2 

o 

H 

S 

Cl 

•s 

0 

S 

00 

c 

(M 

tj) 

:0 

2 

CO 

o 

^ 

71 

01 

^    C« 

0 

TS    S 

~H 

50 

X 

u 

00 

u 

JS 

»\ 

^ 

•~H 

0 

»6 

^ 

W 

^ 

^ 

a 

fe  J 

0 

o 

c  rt 

"o 

^.a 

^v 

O 

x:B 

— < 

'In 

CJ 

^ 

m 

■X 

u 

"■■•^ 

TS 

'^^ 

a 

*\ 

^M 

i—i 

•>• 

• 

1^ 
1>- 

S 

0 

»< 

•\ 

m 

01 

? 

00 

CO 

^ 

GO 


w 

1 

H 

b: 

i-O 

0    ^ 

X 

a*    S' 

r^ 

>5    S 

r\ 

W     -^ 

pai^ 

0 

H 

£ 

^.^ 

1 

c 

»^ 

U) 

X 

(LI 

r^ 

0 

^ 

tn 

«^ 

0    • 

»  •.■ 

*;  nS 

(^ 

<«  u 

Kg 

^" 

01 

C  v. 

;«> 

•^  0 

>^v 

0 

l^ 

)-i 

0 

'•• 

x; 

^ 
0 

01 

;^ 

w 

w 

0 

J3 

t>. 

0 

C  :i 

0 

0 

Sl.a 

X 

u 

ja  0 

•^ 

.s 

.ii  3 

X 

V-' 

'C< 

c^ 

k< 

cq 

H 

n 

l~i       r 

^' 

u 

^ 

(■* 

»-H 

.^     1 

7: 

C5 

^ 

1 
1 

...   1 

0     1 
X      1 

4-f 

r>^ 

IH 

•  V     ! 

CQ 

A^ 

■4-> 

^H 

(U 

^ 

^ 

^o 

X 

r^ 

•  k 

r\ 

pa^ 

o 

Ci 

«^^ 

^'M 

'.-^ 

»o 

t>r 

X 

re 

^ 

«^ 

*  •.■ 

J-- 

^  1 

«  1 

•o 

•^1 

•  1 

^ 

^ 

^»." 

t^ 

i^ 

'-• 

r-" 

^1 

^ 

t>. 

o 

X 

#\ 

X 

^ 

-1       : 

"T'          ■ 

t^ 

<N                  J 

1 

1 

I 

O       1 

X       1 

'>"1 

*  ' 

»v         ! 

A^ 

1— I 

T? 

^ 

SUlPm-G,  A.VD  EEVracE. 


—  207 

The  exports  to  the  Vnttof]  <if  . 
';oard  and  plank,   8/.;  c]  cesc     o^f  ^-^^«^  C«alt),  ,00/.  • 
OU  ;  dry  cod-fish,  J89/. ;  TerrCJ',  -?-';   •'^'^- '  ^oppor,' 
leather  ware  200/.;  miscellan'oufaT/''^' '  J""'^'  ^^^^^• 
md  cod  oil,  7326V.  ;  potatoe.  V    '        ,  '  ''^''^'  -^0/.  •  seal 
im/. ;    sheep-skins  ^10/       '    ^^ '.  .^^^'•^^'  ^0,1/. ;     sa  n  on 
.     ^^'^V.;  wine,3i3/.       '    ^^' '    '''^-'^^^^.   0400/.;'   tohaeco' 
Cfreat    Britain    consnniPrl       i       • 
f'f.  7!V.;    capelin,     Ootpcopne'rVf '•  ^    '«'-<'  ""J 
oatu,,,,  ,•>/. ;  core  fish,  Uig      .l!?*^'    I'  ?i"- '    '^"rdage  and 

'ornngs,  ITL'/.  ;  i.ides,  1403/  .S'",   '.  "•  ^  ,Slass  ware,  ]0/  .' 

-'«»  I  "nicies  of  provision!        •'^  "^'""'"  B^'"^''  goods  and 
'ue  colonics  of  Brilisl.   W  ,1     . 

"'i'oif i>ot™Srif  74'«> -'r^^  "'^ 

Ions,  Smi. ;  and  also  a  mietv  of    >  -VT'  '^■''"- .'  "'ool- 
'«°r:     Tl'o   otlicr  Brit  ,h    '^    '^  ^'•"'*''  goods  and  ,,ro- 

™;^i.,. 0,850,,..  a„dS'a,i:?::r°ro.s^''"'"^  "^^ 

1=.,  cod  oit'\"8t/7-t^«>\*y  cod,  3.0,035/.,  se., 
|soi!n*,3:V.  '  S'i'iion,  2<,0/.,-    and   tongues  and 
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FRENCn  COD  FISHERY. 

The  following  statistical  account  of  the  C'/.! 
fishery  of  France  is  given  in  the  "  Constitutiui:- 
nel :" — 

"The  cod  fishery  employs  400  French  sliii>j 
measuring  together  50,000  tons,  and  manned  by 
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^* 
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of  the  coil 
'onstitutioi:- 

'rencli  ship; 
.  manned  bv  I 


S""'l'f.VG,  AXD  IiE,£.v„,. 


11,000  sailors:  aJso   2na  .      """"  "*^^ 

vessels,   with    2()Oo'  f"  ^'""'P'^^t^,  or  coasM,,,, 

C;"'  ships  and   13,000    .'en''  ')?'  ''  """"f-"^ 
'ilierc  was  a  time  wJ.enZ  P      ?^"<^^  «f  coast 

'■>«'Pl>'y  nearly  the  wan  s  o  f  r"''^  ^'•'^'«"«'^« 
"'.iimnig  the  whole  of  the  Fvln  i  "1'*^'  "'"'  ^i' 
(■oiise,,uenoeofthetreatvnfrl     ,"'"'>''■  "^ut  in 

Hanco  was  reduced 'to  XconHnr-  '5*"  ^'"'•''d''. 

;,'■.?  "n  the  eastern  and  weSi  "f '*  ''*'  ^•'l'- 
""i;"«'d,  without  the  power  of 'Tn',°^  ^■'-''^- 

'l^llinS-place  or  buiIdiL"!ftt      '''"''«  '^V 

;»tenn,l  scaffoldinff  as  are  Tl  ,' ,*''''='•'?'  s>'ch 
;, , '-  'l-ying  and  curing  tj.efeh'^'lf^'^  "^^'^^^•'"T 
^cmstances,  it  is  evident  tint  r  '^"'  ''"^^'  «''- 
I  compete  with  the  En-d.h  «  i     ""'"=  «*»'  "eier 

I  .^ed  residences  on  tfe  sh '.  T'"'  •"''"  ''"^• 
I  Amenea,  who  have  the  Idvnt'  '  'T'"'  *''os'^  of 
I  0  tWr  own  shores.  AsZt^'  °/  ""^'"S  c'o^e 
I slic  possesses  onl^  the  ,mon  •,'"''  ^°^  ''«'  siiips 
I'Hl  -Aliquelon,  piVnTb  /t  ,'"''  °^  «'•  ^''^  re 
|««'  be  constantly  sZji.'^'V''''''-^  ''oefa,  which 
f '-y  necessary,  eiTSltd"'  "'"^""'  "''^h 

Pk  of  able  seamen  contained^?on  nn^  ""  ^'•'^"«1» 

|M5,  the  number  was  rl T    Y^.OOO  men.     i„ 

TO.  n.  """^  ^«d"ced  to  83,000     In 
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1836,  it  increased  to  90,511,  and  in  1840,  to 
98,706.     This  augmentation  has  been  derived 
chiefly  from  the  expansion  of  tlie  cod  fishery, 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  encouragement  it 
has  received,    increased  from  30,584  tons  and 
8108  men  in  1816,  to  54,995  tons  and  11,4!)!) 
men  in  1839.     Besides  the  ships  expressly  fitted 
out  for  the  fishery,  there  are  between  sixty  and 
eighty  other  vessels  employed  in  conveying  cargdes 
of  cod  from  the  banks  to  the  colonies.    There  are 
likewise  a  number  of  transports,  engaged  in  car- 
rying between  25,000,000  and  30,000,000  ». 
grammes   (50,000,000    and   60,000,0001bs.)  .f 
salt,  and  also  pitch,  flour,  and  all  other  necessary 
provisions  for  13,000  men  during  the  eight  montlij 
of  the  year.     This  keeps  annually  employed  abmit 
50,000  tons  of  shipping.     It  miiy  be  said,  tliurc- 
fore,  without  exaggeration,  that  the  cod  tisherie> 
furnish  France  with  12,000  able  seamen,  heiii^^ 
nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  required 
for  her  navy,  but  at  the  same  time  insufficient  to 
man  her  fleets  in  time  of  war.     No  other  part  d 
lier  sea-going  trade  could  furnish  a  similar  result, 
as  it  would  require  170,000  tons  of  colonial  mer- 
chantmen to  supply  the  12,000  sailors  fnrnisliel 
by  the  cod  fishery.     The  loss  of  St.  Domingo  de- 
prived France  of  the  employment  of  167,665  ton? 
of  shipping,  and  still  her  trade  with  that  islaiiil  | 
engaged  no  more  than  9,855  men. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  last  year,  the  Freiic!i| 
Bank  fishery  has  not  been  successful.     TJiey  em- 
ployed a  mode  of  taking  the  cod  on  the 
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>v!iich  leads  to  serious  losses  in  1,0  i 
'mmse  number  of  baS  i  '  »   '  ''?*''«'••    ^n 

'^■>"rwe<l  inrn,  as  oursare  ir.  „  ^'"«  "'•'"''^  of 
■■' -''t.  mixed  'metal;  ti'  ZX'f"''''"^  «'"» 
them  into  a  sort  ofelbow  on  i  *"""  t''  ''«id 
them  with  ease  by  stmio-I>+„  •  ''  '"*"''  *<•  wmove 
'■■■'*?  "1'.  TLei'e  ISS^,  ^^^?"  *ho  fish  i.^ 
VentlyJost  i„  thick  and  bid  ^".f'"'^'^  •-»•«  ^c- 

ternary  labour;  but  after  fiT  l'^-"'  "''  «'«  ^us- 
I  metliod  of  catch.  '  "  '*  «  poaching 

i    I  have  seen  a  nnoo  m-  ^i. 
|si)vcry-lookinghook,ul„v    i^f,*^  ''"es  and  soft 

;irwed„p.;iic:j  ISi^ 

I  tile  possession  of  one  of  cZj\!^'''  ^^^^^ni,  in 
who  treated  the  inven  Ln    iJS  "'"^  ^^^^-"^en 
contempt.    Indeed,  one  ca^^' '^^?l^^^  F^'^ound 
%  can  answer  t}.eZl^rfy:r^^^<^  that 
Peavy  strong  fish,  and  w  fn  ho  T  '^'  '''^  ^'  ^ 
fniace,  n.akes  violent  sZ^lestlT^^'  ''  ^^^ 
I   The  principal  items  nf  i^-  \    ^^  ^'^' 
Wenditnre  Le,   th^  CiITT'^  '''^  '^  ^^^'^^nial 
veniment.  ^'"^'^  department  of  Go- 

The  Custom.'  eMUshmont. 
^^I'dicial  department. 
^oJice  and  magistracy, 
^cclesiast.cal  department. 
Legislative  depa/tment. 
tensions. 

fiejief  of  the  poor. 

iV  akmg  roads  and  bridges 

i'2 
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A  goolosical  survey  of  the  coasts  only  of  the  Island. 
The  (loleuutions  to  the  Home  (fOvcrn:nent. 
Paynioiit  and  interest  on  loans. 
Destruction  of  wolves. 

Theso,  after  l)eing  all  detVaved,  leave  a  C(»ii- 
siderable  balance  in  the  treasurer's  hands,  wli. 
has  besides  from  accumiilation,  a  consideralil.- 
sum  on  hand  to  meet  current  expenses. 

The  Imperial  IJevenue  has  suffered  some  diii.', 
nution  last  year,  in  conscfiuence  of  the  geiuia! 
prevalence  of  the  temperance  movement. 

The  Imperial  Revenue  for  the  year  endinji; 
r)th  July  18-40,  collected  under  acts  pre-  "' 
viously  to  iSth  Geo.  III.,  amounted  to  .i'2,0iS 

In  18.'i'),\o 3,1:'. 

Under  subsequent  acts,  to  same  periods  as 

above 12,032 

In  1S3J),  to  .....  I7,0i),: 


£l3,2o<U*20.12:' 
making  an  apparent  deficiency  of  nearly  tiv.' 
thousand  pounds,  which  is  partly  accounted  U. 
by  the  })eriod  of  collection  having  been  alreid 
from  5th  January  to  5tli  July  each  year. 

In  1840,  the  Colonial  Custjms'  Revenue 

collected  was  -         .         -         -f  2o,703 

In  18.30 1 

The  liirht-dues,  in  1840         -         -         -       1,3?:; 

In  1830       .         -         -         -         . 

Rents  of  Crown  Lands,  sale")  -10,^  i  -00 

_c^■...     ^■ LI...I     ...  ]  '    HI   lo^O  1,00-3 


/,l--l 


of  ditto,  licences,  tines,  and  .-  .     ioo<i 
tees  or  courts  or  justice     -) 


m 


Colonial  Totals  -     -     £28,61 1  £UUt-| 
Shewing  an  increase  of  £S,84o. 
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Island. 


^'C   II  Cull- 

inds,  wli'i 
usiderai.tl-: 
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nearly  tiv: 
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3,703 


10 


'  10 


IT, 


il'l:' 


1,375 
1,533 


This  ar(>se  from  an  addition  of  one  per  cent,  on 
tlio  half-year's  duties  on  imports. 


POLICE. 


Tiie  Police  consists  of  throe  stipendiary  magis- 
trates at  St.  John's,  and  a  high  constable,  with 
six  other  cc'iistables. 


The  Mnj^istratcs  have 

-     £300  a  year 

Tho  ilii,'h  Constal.Je      - 

80      „ 

The  others      -          -     - 

15      „ 

In  Conception  Bay  there  arc  thirteen  police 
("uiistables,  and  in  the  other  outjjorts,  one  at  each 
principal  tishing  station. 

The  stipendiary  magistrates  at  the  following 
stations  also  are  police  magistrates,  and  the  first 
receives  a  salary  of  150/.  a  y  ar;  the  next  three, 
120/.;  and  the  remainder,  100/. — viz..  Harbour 
(irace,  Carbonear,  Brigus,  Trinity,  Bonavista, 
Tivilingate,  Bay  of  Bulls,  Ferry  land,  8t.  Mary's, 
riacentia.  Burin,  Grand  Bank,  and  Harbour 
I  Britain ;  so  that  the  nucleus  of  an  efiicient  police 
is  always  at  hand.  There  are  also  six  goalers  at 
^t.  John's,  Harbour  Grace,  Trinity,  Ferryland, 
Placentia,  and  Burin,  with  salaries  of  from  50/.  to 
1 25/.  each. 

There  are  seven  coroners :  two  in  Conception 
[Bay,  one  at  St.  John's,  and  one  at  Greenspond, 
^Tivilingate,  Trinity,  Harbour  Britain,  and  AVest- 
ern  Bay,  without  salaries,  and  paid  from  fees. 

There  are  nine  clerks  of  the  peace,  with  small 
salaries,  varying  from  150/.  to  20/.  at  St.  John's, 


214 


THE  FISHERIES,  TRADE, 


Harbour  Grace,  Trinity,  Placentia,  Ferryland, 
Brigus,  Bonavista,  Burin,  and  Harbour  Britain. 
receiving  small  fees,  also. 

The  mother  country  pays  the   Ecclesiastical 
Department,  as  far  as  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Ne^\- 
foundland  and  the  Vicar  Apostolic  (Romau-ca- 
tholic   bishop)   are    concerned  only ;  the  foriuti 
receiving  his  income  from  the  annual  vote  k 
the  North   American  clergy  estimate;  and  \k 
latter  75/.  from  the  same  source,  as  appears  k 
the  Parliamentary  papers  for  1839,   1840;  bii' 
the  clergy  of  all  persuasions  are  provided  for  im 
no  public  moneys.    The  pensioners  are  two  widows 
of  public  officers,  and  two  persons  componsatec 
for  loss  of  office,  the  whole  by  the  colony,  aiii 
amounting  to  only  about  130/. 

The  Colonial  Government  annually  affords— 
100/.  to  the  Orphan  Asylum  Benevolent  liit| 

Society's    School,   which    has   about  twf 

hundred  male  scholars. 
100/.  to  St.  Patrick's  Free  School  at  Harboii: 

Grace,  which  has  about  one  hundred  malt 

and  female  scholars. 
100/.  to  the  Presentation  Convent  Schodl,  n 

perintended  by  five  nuns,  which  has  ate; 

five  hundred  female  scholars,  and  is  einij 

nently  useful. 
300/.  to  the  Schools  of  the  Newfoundland  arJ 

British  North   American   School   Socienl 

which  are  at  St.  John's,  with  four  in  tlifl 

vicinity,  at  Harbour  Grace,  and  two  i:j 

the  Bay;  at  Trinity,  and  four  branckj 
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In  Bonavista  and  Trin'ty  Bays,  and  on 

the  North-east   shore,    thirteen  branches. 

They  are  taught  on  Bell's  system,  and  had 

in  1840,    about    IGOO   male   and  female 

scholars. 

For  any  further  particulars  respecting  these 

interesting  schools,  the  reader  can  refer  to  the 

annual  reports  of  the  Society,  and  will  confer  a 

benefit  on  the  island  if  supporting  them  by  an 

annual  subscription,  as  their  extension  is  much 

required  in  a  country  possessing  so  few  of  the 

means  of  education. 

I  shall  close  this  chapter,  by  stating  the  value 
of  stock,  and  some  articles  of  food  for  farming  or 
other  purposes  on  the  east  side  of  the  island, — at 
St.  John's,  for  instance, — according  to  the  season, 
being  dearest  in  spring : — 

Beef  cattle,  or  cows,  working  oxen  not  being  used  as 
yet,  per  head,  from  15/.  to  8/. 

A  good  saddle  horse,  from  20/.  to  251.  or  30/.  cur- 
rency, or  averoece,  20/. 

Sheep,  from  405.  to  20*.  and  15*. 

A  good  milch  goat,  1/.  10*. ;  a  kid  from  2*.  6d.  to  5.?. 

Fat  hogs,  from  51.  to  3/. 

Milk,  from  4rf.  to  5d.  per  quart. 

The  4 ft  loaf,  good  wheat  bread,  from  Sd.  to  9d. 

The  farm  servants,  and  servants  generally, 
[have  fish  three  times  a  week,  and  seldom  fresh 
meat;  and  the  bread  they  use  is  biscuit.  Their 
{wages  are  as  follow : — 

For  a  farm  servant  found  in  food,  about  12/.  per  anunm. 
For  a  domestic  male  servant,  from  18/.  to  24/.  ditto. 
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Tradosiiann,  not  found,  30/.  per  annum. 

Female  cook,  frona  {>/.  to  12/.  per  annum,  found  in  food. 

Housemaid,  from  6/.  to  9/.  ditto,  ditto. 

Boy,  about  10/. 

The  male  domestic  servants  have  also  clothinjr 
given  them  according  to  agreement,  and  all  re- 
({uire  tea  and  sngar,  and  sometimes  butter. 

The  farm-servants  frequently  go  to  the  seal- 
fishery,  and  are,  with  the  other  classes,  except 
amongst  the  higher  grades,  shipped,  as  it  is  called: 
or,  in  other  words,  have  a  paper  to  sign  mu- 
tually with  the  master,  for  the  agreement  as  to 
time  and  wages.  A  few  good  gentlemen's  ser- 
vants of  steady  character,  and  understanding 
horses  and  garden-work,  would  find  ^:'inT)loymeiit 
at  the  capital. 

The  servants  here,  when  they  come  to  hire,  or 
to  be  "  shipped,"  as  they  call  it,  say,  if  they  have 
a  written  character,  that  they  have  an  "ac- 
commodation" from  Mr.  So-and-So,  and  j 
very  accommodating  piece  of  paper  it  often  k 
for  there  are  very  few  young  or  good  men- 
servants  to  be  had,  as  the  fishery  absorbs  all  that  I 
class;  and  thus  a  man-servant  in  the  capital k 
usually  made  the  capital  tour  of  service  of  tliiit| 
small  city,  before  he  hires  himself  to  a  stranger, 
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PART  VI. 


MODERN  GEOGRAPHY  AND  TOPOGRAPHY. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

PRESENT  ASPECT  OF  THE  ISLAND,  ITS  DIVISIONS, 
ROADS,  PUBLIC  WORKS,  AND  CONCLUDING  RE- 
MARKS: WITH  NOTICES  OF  THE  RED  INDIAN 
TRIBE,  SUPPOSED  TO  BE  NOW  EXTINCT. 

There  is  no  doubt  some  irregularity  in  making 

the  last  chapter  of  a  work  like  this  describe  the 

I  iitlines  of  a  country  upon  which  it  has  been 

|treating;  but  like  a  lady's  letter,  there  may  be 

|more  in  the  summing-up  of  the  postscript  than 

leets  the  eye  in  the  body  of  the  epistle. 

In  fact,  I  was  desirous  to  obtain  the  most  cor- 
rect information,  and  to  exhibit  the  newest  map  • 

work  of  time  and  trouble,  which  caused  this 
chapter  (which  some  may  think  should  have  been 
^he  first)  to  be  the  last. 

Newfoundland,  lying  between  47°  46'  39 "  N.L., 
fhich  is  the  latitude  of  its  southern  point,  Cape 
lay,  according  to  careful  observation  taken  on 
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b.unl  11.  M.S.  Iliiss:ir,  imd  T))"  l)')'  IM)'  N.L.,  tli. 
liititiulc  o(  ('u])o  Noniiiiu,  juH'onliii.uj  to  Norii'v 
Ciinrt — (';i|H'  iS'onnjm  boini;  tlie  ii(>r(liorM)i.,/>f 
point  of  t\\v  island  its(>li";  ;dth()U<^li  ('ii|)(»  r»;iulil, 
on  (Jnirpon  lsl(%  and  l)ollo  Isle,  uro  both  iimrli 
rurtlior,  tlio  first  by  ncai'ly  lil'tocn  seconds,  aiiJ 
the  other  by  several  nniuites. 

The  parallels  of  longitnde  it  oecnpi(\s  are  frnm 
Cape  Sp(\'ir,  nt\ir  St.  .lohn's,  on  the  east  eoiist,  in 
r)i>"  ;5;V  1>7"  W.l..,  well  ascertained  by  freipuin 
observations,  there  beini]j  a  lii;iitdionse  on  it,  anil 
Ci\\)o  Ani;nille,  on  the  west  coast,  near  St.  rteorircv 
Bay,  which  Norie's  Chart  gives  as  in  51)"  20  :' 
W.L.  from  Gn^enwich. 

It  thus  occu[)ies  about  the  same  parallels  4 
latitude,  anil  the  same  position  on  the  wostorn 
face  oi  the  i^lobe,  as  the  southern  parts  of  Ein'- 
land  anil  the  northern  coasts  of  France  do  on  tli' 
eastern  hemisphere. 

It  resembles  the  shape  of  Enghind,  being  a:; 
irregular  triangle,  and  its  average  length  iiiiiy  k 
roughly  stated  at  450  miles,  whilst  its  extreme  | 
breadth  is  about  300,  although  its  mean  broiuli 
is  not  more  than  :200.  A  line  drawn  round  tliil 
three  sides  of  its  triangular-shaped  coast,  S' 
as  to  include  and  exclude,  as  is  done  by  survoyoi^l 
in  the  contents  of  land,  would  embrace  upwiiiiid 
of  1000  miles:  whilst  the  deep  indentations :iii'i| 
great  bays  on  the  east  and  south,  would,  if  cir- 
cmnnavigated,  more  than  double  the  line  of  coast 
But  it  is  so  cut  up  in  this  way  on  every  side  savt 
tlie  west,  which  has  its  shore,  that  no  safe  calcu- 
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liitioii  of  its  5ir(>a-  can  be  iiiiide  witliout  ^vval 
trouble  Jind  more  (lilliculty  tli.'in  are  lu^cossary  tor 
u  incrc  abstract  (|uc:'t,i(m;  I  tbirik,  bowovcr,  it 
may  l)c  stated,  for  geiiend  statisticid  ]mrj)oscs,  at- 
;U;,(M)()  sijuarc  miles,  or  2:i,04(),()()()  acres. 

Knglaiid  and  Wales  contain,  accordin<^  to  tbe 
"  Fidiiibiiri;li  CJazetteer,"  from  tbirty-tvvo  to 
thirty-six  millions  of  .acres,  so  tbat  if  it  W(;re  not 
for  tlie  ii^reat  bays  of  Newfoundland,  tlio  area  of 
both  would  not  l)e  very  dissimibir. 

The  whole  of  this  immense  territory  is,  com- 
paratively speakin<z;,  open  for  settlemc^nt,  hv\nvr 
inhal)ited  only  on  the  coasts  by  a  seafaring  popu- 
lation uf  British  sul)jects,  now  in  numbers  from 
eighty  to  a  hundred  thousand,  for  it  is  im[)ossible, 
at  j)resent,  from  its  scattered  condition  and  the 
want  of  a  census,  to  arrive  at  tlie  truth  in  this 
respect.  It  is  certainly,  however,  not  less  than 
eiglity  thousand — thus,  taking  only  a  small  per 
centage,  affording  a  defence  of  a  militia,  inured  to 
toil,  of  not  less  than  ten  thousand  able-bodied 
men,  equally  capa])le  of  serving  ashore  as  afloat, 
and  almost  all  from  habit,  using  fire-arms — in 
fiict,  a  regular  array  of  vSea  Fcncibles  of  the  best 
materials. 

Newfoundland  is  the  nearest  portion  of  British 
America  to  the  mother  country,  and  her  oldest 
colony.  The  distance  across  the  Atlantic  from 
St.  David's  Head  to  Cape  Spear  being  only  1800 
miles,  and  from  Liverpool  only  about  2000, 
whilst  it  is  much  nearer  from  the  west  coast  of 
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Ireland,  and  does  not  exceed  1550  miles  from 
Cape  Clear,  or  not  more  than  from  eight  to  ten 
days'  steam  passage  from  any  port  on  the  south- 
■west  coast  of  England,  or  the  west  coast  of  Ire- 
land. 

Voyages  are  frequently  made  to  WatcrffiiJ 
from  St.  John's  in  a  fortnight,  and  even  ten  days; 
but  from  the  mother  country  they  are  usually 
from  three  weeks  to  a  month,  and  even  two 
months,  owing  to  the  prevailing  Atlantic  miuh 
being  westerly,  excepting  in  the  early  months  a 
the  year,  towards  the  vernal  equinox,  and  about 
the  latter  end  of  May  and  the  beginning  of  June. 
when  they  arc  easterly.  The  best  time  for  a  quick 
rough  passage  across  from  Great  Britain  is  in 
March,  but  for  one  less  uncertain  as  to  its  ter- 
mination from  boistei'ous  weather,  the  timid 
landsman  or  ladies  would  prefer  the  latter  end  of 
May,  or  middle  of  June.  Icebergs  keep,  however, 
on  the  banks  until  June  is  over,  and  require  care 
in  the  master  of  the  vessel. 

Some  of  the  Newfoundland  traders  from  Lon- 
don, Liverpool,  Cork,  and  Waterford,  and  from 
Greenock,  adapt  their  cabins  for  passengers,  ami 
are  well  supplied ;  but  it  is  always  to  he  recol 
lected  that  they  are  all  small  vessels— few  exceeding  | 
150  tons  burthen,  and  many  not  more  than  Ui): 
Persons  desirous  of  obtaining  more  instruction  Id  | 


*  From  ten  to  fifteen  pounds  is  the  price  of  a  cabin j 
.passage,  with  everything  but  good  bedding  being  found. 
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travelling  to  visit  8t.  John's,  and  who  can  afford 
the  expense,  should  take  Cunard's  steam  line  to 
Halifax,  and  thence  the  mail  sailing-vessel  to  St. 
J(»bn  s,  which  is  constant  once  a  fortnight  during 
all  the  months  from  March  to  December.  During 
Doceuiber,  January,  February,  and  ]\Iarch,  the 
mail  at  present  only  plies  once  a  month.* 

In  some  of  the  best  passage  vessels  the  captains 
carry  a  thermometer,  a  barometer,  and  chro- 
nometer, but  this  is  rare :  none  of  them  should 
he  witliout  a  barometer,  however,  for  in  the  por- 
tion of  the  Atlantic  they  have  to  cross,  sudden 
variations  of  the  weather  occur,  and  it  is  then 
that  the  barometer  never  fails  in  its  warnings. 
1  have  been  a  good  deal  at  sea  in  this  route,  and. 
in  the  fall  of  the  year  the  variations  of  the  winds 
near  the  banks  are  inconceivably  rapid ;  so  much 
<o  that  ships  are  taken  aback  in  a  moment  by 
v.hite  scpmlls  when  going  along  on  a  fair  wind 
uud  tine  weather,  wdtli  all  canvass  spread.  The 
thermometer  should  always  be  a  cabin  passenger. 
It  indicates  immediately  the  vicinity  of  ice-lields 
or  bergs,  and  would  save  much  difficulty. 

It  is  surprising  to  observe  the  apathy  of  mas- 
Iters  of  trading  vessels  upon  these  subjects.  We 
can  scarcely  expect  a  small  ship  to  carry  an  ex- 
ipensive apparatus,  and  particularly  a  chronometer, 
but  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  fitters-out  of  mer- 
|chantmen  traversing  the  North  Atlantic,  would 

*  This  is,  of  course,  expensive,   and  would   probably 
cost  near  thirty  pounds. 


2^2 


PRESENT  ASPECT 


fir.d  it  to  their  own  interest  to  supply  such  instru- 
ments as  barometers  and  thermometers,  which  are 
not  liable  to  that  objection. 

On  board  of  a  New  York  packet,  not  only  liavc 
the  owners  supplied  the  best  chronometers,  but 
every  vessel  carries  a  capital  barometer,  so  shmc 
as  to  be  in  view  of  the  captain,  or  officer  uf  tJie 
watch,  at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night,  aiid  in 
addition,  most  of  them  have  a  sympiesometcr. 
Of  such  use  are  these  indicators,  that  I  recollect, 
when  returning  to  Canada  via  New  York,  in  the 
autumn  of  1837,  we  encountered  in  the  Mediator, 
commanded  by  that  excellent  and  worthy  seaman 
and  man.  Captain  Champlin,  the  tail  of  the  West 
India  hurricane  of  that  year,  which  did  so  miicli 
damage ;  and  although  ships  around  us  were  (lis- 
mafvted,  owing  to  his  vigilance  and  his  instru- 
ments, wc  flew  before  the  storm  in  comparative 
safety,  and  with  a  very  trifling  loss.     I  never  re- 
collect such  a  storm ;  the  sea  was  fairlv  blown 
down,  and  looked  like  a  mass  of  white  frotli, 
whilst  the  roar  of  the  wind  was  absolutely  terrific, 
and   the    torrents   of  rain  appeared  enough  to 
swamp  the  vessel.     We  were  all  prepared  for  it 
although  it  took  us  suddenly,  from  observing  tlie 
great  fluctuatioji  of  the  barometer  and  the  iiu- 
usually  depressed  state  of  the  cup  on  the  surface 
of  the  mercury.     I  believe  scarcely  anybody  ex- 
pected that  the  ship  would  have  weathered  it  -at 
all  events,  v/ithout  serious  damage;  but  she  did, 
and  I  shal'  ever  have  confidence  in  the  baromctir 
— in  the  North  Atlantic,  at  least. 


^Y:^'oy/'-''^. 


^■^^^%/-;::.4'^'i'i^-K^^: 
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For  want  of  the  barometer,  on  another  occasion, 

nearly  lost  my  life  and  everything  else  that 

( oiild  attach  me  to  it,  for  being  in  an  immense 

frigate-like  timber  ship,  in  the  month  of  December, 

ii])on  the  banks,  going  free  with  a  cloud  of  canvass, 

on  a  sudden  the  wind  veered,  and  then  blowing 

almost  from  the  zenith,  she  was  taken  aback,  :ind 

i  reduced  almost  to  a  wreck — in  fact,  nothing  but 

lier  cargo — her  buoyant  cargo — saved  her ;  for,  as 

I  there  were  no  cabins  except  those  upon  deck,  the 

i  whole  hull  being  tilled  with  solid  masses  of  square 

[fir,  no  w^ater  could  get  in  astern.     Several  of  the 

isailors,  as  well  as  myself,  were  seriously  hurt  by 

the  falling  spars,  and  the  captain,  as  is  usual  with 

Imeii  who  trust  entirely  to  themselves,  and  believe, 

)ecause  they  have  made  the  voyage  fifty  times 

mhoiit  instruments  or  apparatus,  that  the  pitcher 

nil  never  be  broken,  instantly  gave  up  all  for 

lost,  and  did  not  recover  himself  till  the  ship  did, 

diich  was  when  the  fury  of  the  sudden  storm 

lad  spent  itself. 

I  mention  these  things,  having,  in  the  course 
[)f  many  voyages  across  the  Atlantic,  met  with 
many  disasters  of  the  like  kind,  simply  because 
ft  entails  but  little  extra  expense  upon  owners  to 
Supply  what  no  respectable  ship  should  be  with- 
font.  I  would  therefore  recommend  every  passenger 
oil  a  long  voyage  to  see,  before  he  embarks,  that 
tl.i  crew  are  sufficient  for  the  vessel,  that  the 
jsi;i>ter  and  mate  are  men  well  accustomed  to  the 
sc;u  and  sober,  and  that  the  vessel  has  a  barometer, 
^it  >he  can  possibly  afford  it.     Three-fourths  of 
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the  accidents  at  sea  arise  from  the  notion  pi^ 
vulent  in  the  merchant-service  that  long  expi' 
rience  of  the  weatlier  will  always  prove  sufticieiit 
it  may,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  but  who  hvm 
liow  soon  the  tenth  case  will  occur  ? 

^Mr.  Kedfield  has  prepared  for  the  "  Amerioar 
Coasting  Pilot"  a  series  of  meteorological  sketcb 
and  observations  on  Atlantic  storms,  which  sliou!! 
be  re-published  in  England,  and  given  to  ever, 
master  and  mate  of  merchant  vessels. 

His  Avork  embraces  the  rotator v  theory  ,? 
Colonel  Eeid,  of  the  Koyal  Engineers,  which  li;i. 
attracted  so  much  deserved  notice,  and  wliict 
slionld  be  condensed  into  such  a  form  as  to  li^ 
applicable  to  every  person  undertaking  to  navi- 
gate tliat  ocean. 

If  masters  of  merchantmen,  who  can  well  affnc 
the  time,  in  conjunction  with  their  mates,  were: 
enter  in  their  log-])ooks  the  states  of  the  bar 
meter  rnd  thermometer  twice  a-day,  and  wliei: 
ever  unusual  variations  occur — as  many,  I  lie 
lieve,  who  are  provided  with  these  instriimeiiL«  I 
do  —  what  a  mass  of  meteorological  matter,  a!:  I 
over  the  world,  would  be  accumulated ! 

I  mentioned  once  before  the  extra^rdiiiar  I 
snow  storm  which  occurred  at  St.  John's,  on  tlit 
I'^th  of  March  1842,  and  I  applied,  having  kf 
a  diary  of  the  winds,  to  the  master  of  the  sailiiid 
packet  from  Halifax,  which  came  here  directlj 
afterwards,  for  an  extract  from  his  log,  for  1;: 
had  a  very  short  passage,  although  the  stom 
which  passed  over  us  was  directly  in  his  teettJ 
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l^.u  ,>a.  ciiuugu  to  have  blown  him  ba.V  .    i  • 
von.     He  veiy  kindly  supplied  niHith!;/' ^^^ 


^l"^,^{  ^yind  at  Signnl  Hill. 
M.  Joiin  i,  Xcwfoiujdland 


11 


Lat.  4;"  33  "30' 
Lou.  i2--15'  10' 


13 


l(N-V.W.,   light  •,  I 

^E.N  E.,  storm, 
With     severe  1 
snow  drift,  4  f 
P-M. northing,  >-| 
contmued  all  I 
night.  ; 


/N..V.W.  strong  J 
I-  breeze.  ) 


F*F 


.  steady  breeze 

..v«,8      '''"'""■  *"ow 

Light  and  variah>   ;., ,.    • 
to  V  at  ),!-„'?•.  '"'lining 
•^^"  ->  •  at  noon  shifte.i  t.,rf 
denJy  to  N  E     wfu     "*■ 
frost.  ^•'  ^^"ii  some 

/Lat.  4icv.,  Lon.  IS' ]3,  ^v 
variable  from  E    to  sp' 

)     ^'^  h^'eet  at  midnight    5" 
/     nable  back  to  N  E     Ufi' 

V    strong  breeze.  "  ^''"' 

.'Lat.  -iC^ia'y..  Lon.5r5v 

1      stronggaIcfroinXE'.„v' 

I    ^-'th  snow  and  someVreS.-' 

/^"rw\'"*>'-^"»^  hours  N 
Se^lan^-^^[--  -^e 

^     i^ay  until  da^Hght."  •''^"  ' 


and  o2"  45'  W  tT„    "  ^  ^"'''^ '"  47"  SOW  L 

.   M,ari<l  thus  Captain  AfeitLi  ','"*^  ^*'"-  57° 
b^^ii  only  on  tlie  ed<.e  ■"/''f'<='^  ^hip  must  have 

Tfc,:rre,l  here,  and  pZl.  .'!  u  "''  '°'"«  years 

F-*ta"ce  at  al    in  it' !  ^     *^°i'''^  "o*  ^valk  anv 

|e™o.ete;^L:^,   ,73;^-%.  "'though  thi 

|»ience  of  the  wind  ind  t^,»      •'   "'""S   ^o  the 

i-'^'ticles  of  snow.     H3in"""^*r'"'^''  '^  t)^« 
■^  VOL.  II.  -"'^^  Captain  .Aleagliei-  heen 
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in  the  same  longitude,  it  would  probably  Ikivl' 
rendered  his  voyage  much  longer ;  as  it  was,  lu; 
was  5*^  9'  to  the  westward  of  its  extreme  violfnr 
range.  It  would  be  curious  to  trace  its  eilect!}  un 
the  Continent,  and  its  rotation. 

But  we  must   not  wander  into  the  circle  u\ 
storms  any  further  than  to  say  that  St.  Julm, 
would  be  a  most  excellent  station  for  Govern. 
ment  meteorological  observations,  in  connexion 
with  the  observatory  at    Toronto,  some  fiftien 
hundred   miles   west.     Then   if  on   the    I'acitio 
coast  another  was  to  be  hereafter  established  In- 
Great  Britain,  the  world  would  have  a  chain  nf 
British  scientific  watchers  who,  as  Mr.  AVcbster 
said  of  Great  Britain's  power,  would  never  sleep, 
We  cannot  help  quoting  the  tigure  of  speech,  frum 
its  beauty  as  well  as  its  truth,  and  as  coming  finiji 
an  American  of  high  intellectual  powers : — 

"  A  power  to  which  Rome,  in  the  height  of  k 
glory,  was  not  to  be  compared — a  power  uliii.li 
has  dotted  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  alol^' 
with  her  possessions  and  military  posts — wlio^e 
morning  drum-beat,  following  the  sun,  and  keep- 
ing company  with  the  hours,  circles  the  eartli 
daily  with  one  continuous  and  unbroken  strain  of 
the  martial  airs  of  England." 

After  this,  pardon  a  little  military  vaiiitv, 
gentle  reader — I  am  a  Br?  ish  soldier,  engaged  in  I 
keeping  up  that  chain  of  posts  round  tlie  worlA 
and  with,  I  am  sure,  a  pardonable  pride,  glorjl 
in  having  served  under  that  banner  which  "floiifei 
the  breeze  of  France,"  and  saw  those  *'  very  casque:] 
t  the  air  at  Agincourt." 
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i"  t™velli..g  in  Arabia.  'n",lf^''f'"«J'«'n.ul 
to  Englisl,  red  cross  strim  , I  l'"''''"'-''-  •'="- 
ul>ser,-os,  "i\o,  a  port  have  vfif^'P^'  '"""J  ''« 
America,  tliat  I  did  not  ,,l  M     «  '""'^  '""-'«  ^  '«ft 

f;,;y- the  first  fla,^tro„ttrLrt,f  "«''-'• 
ot  I  ranee.     It  was  tho  n,j      "^^^"0  ^"^  waters 

ancient   l.arbou     ^/''^^S'  "^f  r'f ''""  '"  "'« 

Again  r  saw  it  in  tLo  de^e'rt   I  1    'f    ■^'^'^'''"='- 

;™u.  wiroro  once  rode  1^^^  'o?  T,"'  *■'" 

tocles.     I  first  saw  the  dnuuJ      i  ^^^^^"Hs- 

.^raolie  that  issued  iron,  a  J  -if i  ,  •  ""^  ''"»»»" 
^WP-  -luting  the  Mah«Ct,  ;"„V;  'f"'" 
iii<^  iirst  ol^ject  that  mot  m?  -^  ^^  Britam. 

^"""it  of  i,,e  pptfj  ";vii";r'^'^'-"'"^'«'« 

•eorge,  which  some  Englkl/tmvo       .''"f  "*  S'- 

™.    Jieyond  the  cara      t*    on  tT.''^'  'i'"""^^' 
the  desert  of  Xubia   tl,p  1  i    '  •      *'"^  ""^'wlc's  of 

"-'  I  ->v,  was  ti  'e  ^I'te"/  -'f  i-«ou 
"wst  of  a  travellers  boat  \  ]  ^'"S  ^'■'^'"  tl'e 
"10  extreme  verge  of  chili. t      ^T  "«""''  »» 

"«'«";  and  in  these  luX  f    1  ''esence  of  that 
1  Phasing  sense  of  ecuritv  t!.  fi  7'°"'  ''  S''^'^  "^  ^ 

'^iiis  is  very  gratifyino-    ^nrl   w.    ^ 

•^2"^'  ^^^^  ^e   trust   that 


fc  *  '~ 
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I'.n^'liiinl  nill  iw*\<r  nrpNcI  llml  ;'lnry  (n  wlmli 
s«"i«'M«M'  liM'^  «'1('vii(«mI  Uvv,  in  coniunclinu  willi  the 
|Mriitl  Irnls  »»!'  1  hr  I -nittn  (  Vomm.      Lr(  lir|-  nlisci  vii- 
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^\liicli  she  jmrsncs  coinincrcc  iiiid  cxfcnds  Ik  i-  im. 
iiv;illc(l  iloiiiinioiis,  iinfil  ^hc  cmi  fnily  iMl"|t|  f||,. 
S]>;iniMr«rs  (Mupfy  l»onsf  ol"  "  Tins  I'lfni." 

Tlic  Isljn.il    of   Nculoundlniid  Jitnl  tlic  opjKisit,- 

»!»'-f   ot'   K:il<r!id»>r  ;irc  one  (lovcrniiirnf  ;   ImiI  (i 

tlu'  hitfcr,    I    sIimII   !if    |)rcsciif  siiy    no   more  ili.m 

finif  i(    is  unst'ffled,  <'\cc|>f imr   l>y   n   lew  windr 

re;>idenfs,  who  fiiKc  e:irc  ol'dn'  lishiiif^  i>osls. 

Tlu^  ]<o|)n]!if ion  of  NiMvl'oundhind  is  of  Cdinvi' 
s^Mficvcd  Mincngsf  fhe  Imivs,  coves,  nnd  iiJirlMniis 
in  ihe  jtrinci|t:il  fowns  and  vill!ig«>s. 

Si.  .I.^hirs.  fhe  ciipifnl,  is  in  N.L.  1-7"  .'I.*;  .'{.TS. 
nnd  y2"  1.')  10  7,  W.L.  iVoni  (ireenwicli,  Ivm'^: 
1(1"  yi  cjisf  ol'  IImUIjix,  fhe  gi-eaf  coiiiiiicni;!! 
se;i|u*jt  ol  ]>iifisli  Aiuerieu.  This  oliscrvalidii 
^\ns  nindc  in  I'ort  'l\»wnsen«l,  by  J.  Jones,  Mnsdr 
vl  11. M.S.  llnssnr.  The  nni^nefic  vuriulidii  in 
IS'JS  wns  IVS"  0  1.7'  wcsferly,  af.  Ci\])c  K'jiy,  vt 
intlicr  IV^Maux  HaMjiio.  S\v.  Jones  found  il 
L^l'  'J  in  IS'JSor  ISlM).  An  engraved  sfonnii 
l\^rt  Toniisend,  fixed  in  1S2S,  «rives  fhis  nitlKT 
difVorently,  and  makes  fhe  lafifudo  47"  X]  ■11. 
and  loniritiulc  .'>2  [b  1?!)'  West,  fhe  vnriatioii 
is  there  'JS'  ()'  17  ';  anil  fliese  d^ita,  wifh  the  ox- 
(cptun  of' an  error  of  17'  are  given  in  the  alma- 
nr.cks.     (Jruit  dojcndonoo  may  bo  placed  en  )Ir. 
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.Imics' oIncrvnlioUH,  mm  (!i<<y  wrrr  tjimlp  with  (lir 
hcsl  iiislrmiH'iilM,  Mil"!  iiihIoi-  IIio  mi-4|ii('''K  <»!  IIm; 
Adiiiinilly. 

|(     CoMHiHl^     of     loll^,     illr^lllMr,     JIM<I      ill     poiik; 

hhirrs    very  iiiiriow    hIitcIm,     iIic    |»rihr,i|»;il    kih' 

luiiiL!;  ciillrd  Wut,«'l'-Hl  It'd ,  wliirli    liim   licrnjnii'li 

i!ii|i!<>v('(l  ol'  liifc  yniiM,   l»y  tlir  ii'Milioii   of  .^lonc 

|i(Hiscs,   iiml  Moiiic    fiii|M'ii'»r   slmpM;   Iml,    still    t 


(|IIIITM     II     ^ 


(MM 


1   (Icnl   l<>   rnisc    if.  )il»<»vi'   lln'  ir-',ii;il 


;i|»|M'!ini(»<M',H  of  Jl  sen   |Mi|l    Wlilrr  ,.iil(  . 

Tln'ic  !ir(i  srvcl'iil  liitrnil  Hlirrts  -  one  (irv/lii<li, 
(^iK'criMlnM:!,  liiiM  ^(mm!  kIoik!  lioiiMr;;  on  one  si'lf, 
iiiiil  i^  itiiprovitij^.  Tlic  rily  sfirfc|i«'H  jijonji;  fJM; 
side  ol' f Im!  Iiurhoiir  lor  iicnily  fuo  milr^;  nri'l  fi'. 
the  ;:r<>ii!it|  riscM  nUovr  120  I'cct  IVom  tli'-  .mvj,  to- 
wiirils  llic  ri(l^«'  Oil  wliif  li  its  u\)\>ri  portion  ia 
Imilf,  iiiiiiiy  ol'  I  lie  Hii\i'.  sIiccIh  mk-  \fiy  inron- 
V(,'iii«'iitly  Mtrcj),  iitid  ulloid  rxc.<;llcr:t,  KiiK-iiiif) 
iiioiititiiiiiM  ol"  .stiow  sind  \('A'.  I'or  tin:  lioyn  on  tlicii; 
l)i(';ik-ii<'ck  sl<'(|^<'s  in  wint<'r. 

('n('lir!iii('-Mti*(;('t,  leading  to  tlic  w;itcr-sid<',  fiojfi 
tli(Mlnv('rrim('Mt.  Iloiisi-,  is  laid  (»iit  wide,  hut,  not, 
yt't  imicJi  biiill  n|M»n. 

hiK'kwortli-stiec^t,  tlic  next  gn-Jit  |>;irnllt|  to 
WiitiM'-strcet,  is  also  iniprovitig,  sinee  the  last 
fin*,  hy  the  addition  of  stone,  and  hriek  lioim^H; 
lut  !ilto;i;(.'tlier,  St.  .lolin's  lias  »iot  yet  arrived  at 
Hiiuii  an  hitee.tiiral  ('nilxdlislinient,  and  it  will  he 
jDiiiiiy  ycMU's  before  tlio  'liiekly  e.rowdcd  littlo 
IVoodcii  ttjuemcnts  will  give    way  to  a  Ixjtter  and 

lufcr  class  of  huildings,   owing  to  the  (;x\)i:UM;  of 

inporting  cut  stone,  brick,  and  lirnc. 


230 


ST.  JOHN'S. 


The  view  on  entering  the  harbour  from  the 
ocean,  particuhirly  after  a  very  long  voyage,  is 
extremely  line.  The  ship,  passing  the  open  road- 
stead,  or  one-sided  Bay  of  St.  John's,  scarcely  sees 
the  extremely  narrow  pass  in  the  h  gh  lanj 
which  she  must  make,  and  on  entering  the  Nar- 
rows, she  has  nearly  half  a  mile  of  intricate  iia- 
vigation  before  she  opens  the  whole  harbour. 

On  entering,  she  has,  on  her  right  hand,  a  pre- 
cipice of  sandstone  and  slate  rock,  nearly  per- 
pendicular,  to  the  height  of  three  hundred  feit, 
abo'  e  which,  almost  as  steep,  frowns  the  citadel 
called  Signal  Hill,  a  very  narrow  crest,  live  hun- 
dred and  ten  feet  above  the  ocean  waters.  Die 
Narrows  themselves  are  only  nine  hundred  feet 
across  at  their  sea-face,  and  diminish  to  about 
four ;  so  that  from  the  deck,  in  passing,  one  look? 
up  to  batteries  upon  batteries  frowning  in  tk 
sky,  or  on  the  edge  of  perpendicular  cliifls,  im 
which  a  stone  might,  as  it  were,  be  thrown  ou 
board. 

On  the  left,  the  mountain  is  above  six  hiindreti 
feet  in  altitude,  broken,  abrupt,  and  very  pic- 
turesque, admitting,  however,  near  the  Avater,  oi| 
a  sort  of  shoulder  of  small  elevation,  bristled  witl  I 
dangerous   rocks,    and  shewing    again  ])atterie; 
nearer  the  water's  edge,  with  a  jutting  promoiitoiyj 
of  solid  rock,  on  which  the  Atlantic  ever  beats  ii 
hollow  roar,  and  on  Avhicli  there  is  a  fonnidal'lti 
work,  with  the  harbour-light  perched  on  the  t(f| 
of  a  vaulted  barrack. 

As  soon  a.>  the  vessel  comes  abreast  of  ttel 
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work,  which  is  on  the  left  entrance  of  the  Nar- 
rows, she  is  hailed  by  the  artillerymen  on  duty 
at  the  signal-post  there ;  and  those  merchantmen 
accustomed  to  the  rules  of  the  place  put  a  board 
over  their  quarter,  or  chalk  on  it  the  number  of 
days  they  have  been  on  their  voyage,  or  their 
name,  if  they  carry  no  distinguishing  flag,  for 
most  of  the  traders  do ;  and  thus,  as  soon  as  they 
are  first  seen  at  Cape  Spear,  which  is  eight  miles 
off,  their  name  is  telegraphed  to  the  principal 
station  on  Signal  Hill. 

After  she  has  passed  two-thirds  of  the  Narrows, 
the  town  begins  to  open.  In  front  is  old  Fort- 
William  ;  on  her  right  here,  a  strong  water-level 
battery ;  and  immediately  over  her,  Waldegrave's 
Battery,  half  way  down  the  precipice,  with  the 
Crow's  Nest,  a  beautiful  cone,  capping  all.  In 
war-time,  a  chain  is  thrown  across  here  to  the 
Pancake  Rock. 

The  harbour  then  opens  by  a  turn  at  right 
angles  to  the  westward,  and  the  whole  city  appears 
climbing  up  the  side  of  a  hill  from  Fort  William 
to  Fort  Townsend,  between  which  are  seen  the 
Government  House  and  St.  Thomas's  church ;  the 
former,  a  large  pile  of  dark  stone  work,  without 
ornament  or  relief  from  trees,  and  very  much  re- 
sembling a  factory,  and  the  latter  a  singular 
wooden  edifice,  with  a  steeple  of  a  most  unique 
construction,  being  indescribably  ugly  and  out  nf 
proportion. 

The  harbour,  which  is  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
long  to  the  bridge,  and  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  width,. is  one  of  the  finest  of  its  size  which 
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can  be  mimed.  It  is  everywhere,  excepting  to- 
wards its  termination,  of  great  depth,  being  up- 
wards  of  ninety  feet  in  the  centre,  and  affords 
both  safe  anchorage,  for  it  is  land-locked  by  high 
hills,  which,  on  its  south  side,  afford  no  shore,  and 
ou  its  north,  admit  a  strand,  built  over  with  ware- 
houses and  wharfs,  at  which  a  navy  of  merchant- 
men can  make  fast  under  the  guns  of  the  citadel 
and  forts. 

The  public  buildings  in  St.  John's  are  a> 
iollow : — The  Factory,  a  place  for  work,  to  which 
the  poor  resort  in  winter  to  knit  stockings,  make 
nets,  and  other  useful  articles,  and  which  has  a 
splendid  public  ball-room,  the  only  fault  of  whioli 
is,  that  the  ceiling  is  boarded,  and  too  low,  th^ 
rendering  it,  when  filled  at  public  assemblies,  and 
lit  up,  intensely  hot,  even  in  the  coldest  day  in 
winter. 

The  British  and  Newfoundland  North  American 
School  Society,  a  very  large  wooden  edifice  in 
front  of  the  factory,  in  which  from  two  to  three 
hundred  children  are  educated  in  the  best  manner. 

The  Benevolent  Irish  Society  and  Orphan  School 
is  also  enlarging,  and  will  be  a  very  fine  wooden 
building,  capable  of  affording  room  for  some  hun- 
dreds of  scholars,  who  are  now  in  the  course  of 
being  educated  by  this  society,  a  truly  benevo- 
lent one. 

The  Public  Hospital,  very  prettily  situated 
near  the  river  head,  where  a  long  bridge  crosse? 
the  harbour. 

St.  John's  Church,  a  large  dilapidated  woodeo 
building. 
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The  Roman-catholic  chapel,  also  very  large 
and  dilapidated,  with  the  episcopal  residence  ad- 
joining it,  and  which  is  now  being  replaced  by  a 
very  fine  stone  cathedral,  which,  wb>en  finished, 
^vili  rival  or  surpass  that  at  ^Montreal. 

The  Court  House,  also  an  old  wooden  building, 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  with  the  jail. 

In  the  Court  House  the  Assembly  also  meets 
during  the  session,  for  want  of  better  acconmio- 
(liition — a  source  of  much  inconvenience,  as  the 
rooms  have  to  be  refitted  for  the  judges  and  law 
courts  when  the  Assembly  adjourns. 

The  Convent  is  a  small  wooden  edifice ;  and 
the  Con'Te<:i;ational  and  Weshjvan  Methodist 
chapels,  although  very  neat  buildings  of  wood, 
have  nothing  particular  in  their  appearance,  the 
former  being  a  long  battlemented  church,  and 
the  latter  of  very  quiet  and  unpretending  ex- 
terior. 

There  are  no  buildings  adapted  for  the  Govern- 
ment Offices,  which,  except  the  Surveyor-Gene- 
riil's,  who  has  an  apology  for  an  ofliice  in  the  shape 
of  a  wooden  building  of  one  room,  are  all  most 
inconveniently  placed  in  the  Government  House. 

The  Custom  House  is  a  small  stone  edifice, 
near  the  Queen's  AVharf. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  very  respectable  per- 
sons that  the  Government  House  cost  70,000/. 
sterling,  which,  I  must  confess,  when  I  first  saw 
it,  staggered  my  belief ;  and  having  inquired  of 
the  officer  through  whose  hands  the  payments 
i^ere  made,  I  faund  that,  like  many  other  stories 
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emanating  fi'om  small  communities,  it  was  re- 
duced to  much  less  than  half  that  sum,  includinf 
the  furniture.  It  is  well  laid  out  inside,  but  is 
far  too  large  for  the  income  attaciied  to  the 
Government,  and  otherwise  inconvenient ;  and, 
notwithstanding  it  conunands  a  splendid  view  ovu 
the  city  ^-f  Signal  Hill  and  the  Narrows  dirr-ct, 
it  i-^'  built  oi:  a  bleak  and  stormy  spot.  w!.d  :t 
^vil!  ' :c(:  a  ,  lore  nursing-  to  make  trees  grow 
thru  Hi. 7  ;«re  Yorth. 

rhi.-:  imiiU  ts  it  is  universally  allowed,  avoi'M 
make  a  cajiia'  parliament  house  and  public 
oiBices  ;  and  then  the  Government  House  miglit 
be  erected  on  a  less  exposed  spot,  where  it  Mould 
be  capable  of  exterior  embellishment  by  shrub- 
beries and  lawns. 

Take  St.  John's  altogether,  with  its  15,UiiO 
inhabitants,  it  has  made  great  progress  of  late 
years;  and  every  fire,  altliough  entailing  imicli 
individual  loss  and  suffering,  has  improved  ir. 
It  will,  by-and-bye,  lose  all  vestige  of  those  zig- 
zag houses  in  the  streets,  where  formerly  they 
could  not  drive  a  wheelbarrow;  and  wlien  it  is 
well  drained  and  (cleansed,  and  the  roads  tlirouffli 
it  made  in  every  leading  thoroughfare,  witli ;'. 
proper  local  police,  it  will,  from  the  advauta^ 
of  its  site,  become  as  worthy  of  notice  to  the  ev 
as  it  is  now  to  the  nation  in  its  wealth  and  com- 
merce. But  then  oil-vats  must  be  removed  cm 
of  it,  a  fish-market  must  be  established,  and  t!ie 
colony  of  dogs,  which  puts  one  in  mind  ofsj 
Turkish  town,  must  not   be  suffered  to  lie  ; 
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over  the  footpoths,  and  tu  offend  the  senses  in 
uKire  ways  than  it  is  needful  to  mention. 

Tlie   enviroTis   of  the   capital    are   very  pic- 

iTcsque,  if  the  traveller  takes  the  trouble  of 

.scciuling  some  of  the  adjacent,  high  hills;  and  in 

;he  ac'ount  of  the  amusements  of  the  people,  we 

nave  mentioned  Quiddy  J>iddy  Lake. 

Ma'^y  vei/  i>retty  little  villas,  or  ornamented 
cottages,  are  springing  up  in  every  direction. 
The  road  by  AVatcrford  Bridge  to  the  Bay  of 
Bulls  and  Petty  I  larbour,  for  about  four  miles,  is 
Olio  of  the  prettiest,  as  the  river  which  falls  into 
tlie  liarbour  runs  along  under  it,  and  is  backed 
liy  a  l(»fty  chain,  called  the  South  Side  Hill'" 
which  are  almost  in  a  state  of  nature,  coverel 
with  a  low  forest;  whilst,  on  tiiC  right,  are  nii^  • 
bers  of  country  houses,  farms,  and  thriving  culti- 
vations. 

Watcrford  Bridge  itself,  at  an  angle  of  this 
road,  is  a  beautiful  little  object ;  and  the  scenery 
uf  tlie  liver,  after  passing  it,  is  worth  a  walk  to 
the  (iolds;  about  two  miles  before  arriving  at 
which  place,  the  stream  falls  suddenly  by  a  great 
valley,  or  depression  of  the  ground,  upw\ards  of 
fifty  feet,  in  a  succession  of  pleasing  cataracts, 
into  a  lovely  basin,  where  it  has  worn  the  slate 
rock,  in  its  winter  rage,  as  though  it  had  been 
pared  and  polished.  ^lany  of  these  picturesque 
^vaterfalls  exist  all  round  St.  John's ;  and  the  one 
"11  which  Hennie's  Mil',  is  placed,  in  front  of  the 
<'Overnment  House,  would  not  yield,  as  a  sketch, 
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or  as  it  is  affectedly  called,  "a  bit  of  sceuery. 
to  any  other  of  its  size  in  the  world. 

The  next  town  in  importance  to  St.  John's  i> 
Harbour  Grace,  in  Conception  Bay,  whicli  ha< 
been  called  the  Brighton  of  the  island,  as  it  com- 
mands  a  fine  view  of  the  sea,  which  the  capital 
does  not,  and  has  a  handsome  row  of  houses  over- 
looking the  Great  Bay,  a  sea  in  itself,  being  tiftv 
miles  long,  and  twenty  broad,  and  whose  shores 
give  employment  to  nearly  25,000  people. 

Conception  Bay,  so  named  by  Cortereal,  the 
Portuguese  navigator,  in  1561,  retains,  in  the 
names  of  its  coves  and  headlands,  manv  of  the 
designations  he  bestowed.  It  is  the  richest  anl 
best  cultivated  part  of  the  settled  shores  of  New- 
foundland, and  exhibits  several  neat-looking' 
villages  from  ihe  sea. 

The  town  of  Harbour  Grace  contains  a  popu- 
lation said  to  exceed  6,000,  and  has  several 
public  buildings,  such  as  a  stone  church,  a  large 
Eoman-catholic  chapel,  and  two  meeting-house;, 
and  furnishes  a  newspaper.  Its  harbour  is  a 
good  one,  but  there  is  a  spit  or  bar  across  it; 
mouth.  Here,  however,  that  unusual  convenience 
for  the  fishery  in  Newfoundland,  a  good  and  tine 
beach  or  shore,  is  found ;  and  altogether  Harbour 
Grace  has  an  English  look  from  the  sea. 

Near  to  Harbour  Grace  is  another  important 
town — Carbonier — the  harbour  of  which  is  not 
so  good,  and  is  famous  for  its  having  been  the 
scene   of  several   spirited   defences   ])y  the  in- 
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habitants against  the  J>cnch  ;  but  the  works 
have  gone  to  ruin.  Another  newspaper  is  pub- 
lislied  here. 

The  west  shore  of  Conception  Bay  also  con- 
tains several  otlier  towns  of  rising  importance — 
cuoh  as  Brigus,  Port  do  Grave,  Bay  of  Roberts, 
Harbour  Main,  Spaniard's  Bay — in  f^.ct,  the 
whole  shore,  from  Point  de  Grates  to  Holy  rood, 
which,  at  its  termination,  is  thickly  settled  with 
rishing  villages  and  stations,  the  only  drawback 
being,  that  this  coast,  exposed  to  the  fury  of  the 
Atlantic,  particularly  in  the  portion  called  the 
Nurtli  Shore,  is  subject  at  times  to  the  ravages 
of  easterly  storms  ;  and,  in  1773,  Harbour  Grace 
and  Carbonier  suffered  much  from  one,  which 
threw  the  fishing  craft  on  shorr ,  upwards  of  a 
hundred  boats  having  been  lost  in  one  cove,  with 
their  unfortunate  crews. 

The  scenery  of  this  shore  from  a  ship  is  very 
grand,  presenting  a  continuity  of  rugged  and 
lufty  abrupt  precipices  and  capes;  and  several 
very  singular  natural  curiosities  may  be  observed ; 
amongst  others,  a  basin,  near  Port  de  Grave,  in 
the  slate  rock,  to  which  there  is  only  the  nar- 
rowest entrance,  but  which  is  bounded  by  almost 
.perpendicular  walls.  The  difficulty  of  access, 
i  except  in  boats,  renders  this  scenery  less  known 
[than  it  deserves  to  be;  and  whenever  the  road 
frnin  Broad  Cove,  by  Kelligrews  and  Holyrood, 
r 'und  to  Carbonier,  shall  be  fairly  opened,  it 
King  only  now  a  path,  the  scenery  of  Conception 
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Bay  will  tempt  many  of  the  residents  of  St.  John  > 
to  visit  it. 

The  eastern  shore  has  no  very  remarkuljli; 
settlements:  rortugal  C'ove,  an  open  roadstf.'iid. 
is  the  largest,  and  next  the  two  stations  enume- 
rated above,  through  vidiich  the  road,  which  i> 
nearly  completed  from  St.  John's  to  Broad  Cove, 
will  pass. 

A  packet  plies  two  or  three  times  a  week  in 
summer,  from  Portugal  Cove  to  Harbour  Grace. 
or  Carbonier,  aiid  in  the  fall  and  early  spring  a 
sail-boat  goes  from  Kelligrews  to  Brigus,  but  the 
passage  from  Portugal  Cove  is  very  rough  in  tlie 
late  part  of  the  season,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
schooner  packets  have  been  lost.  A  steam-liuut  i> 
now  in  anticipation  to  ply  between  these  phice?. 
and  as  she  will  be  able  to  make  a  harbour  ^vheie 
a  sailing  vessel  cannot,  much  improvement  may 
be  foreseen,  after  she  is  regularly  laid  on.  Har- 
bour Grace,  will  then  be  a  place  of  fusliionahl.' 
resort,  and  sea-bathing  may  become  in  vogue. 

The  scenery  about  Portugal  Cove  well  repay: 
the  ride  of  nearly  ten  miles  on  a  good  road  imi 
St.  John's.  It  is  wildly  romantic,  and  just  befon.' 
entering  the  village  is  very  beautiful.  A  suc- 
cession of  lofty  hills  on  each  side  tower  uver 
the  road,  and  shut  out  everything  but  their 
conical  or  mammillated  peaks,  covered  with  wiJJl 
stunted  forest  and  bold  masses  of  rock,  breakicj^l 
through  with  a  tiny  waterfall  from  the  highest.  I 
which  in  winter  hangs  down  in  perpendicular | 
ridges  of  yellow  ice. 
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Turning  suddenly  out  of  one  of  the  wildest 
scenes,  you  cross  a  little  ])ridge,  and  the  ron^antic 
scattered  village  hanging  over  the  abrupt  rocky 
shore,  with  its  tish  Hakes  and  busy  little  auchor- 
1120,  open  to  the  sight,  closed  in  the  distance  by 
tiic  shores  of  Conception  Bay,  lofty  and  blue, 
part  of  which  are  concealed  by  the  picturesque 
liolleisle,  whose  shape  is  similar  to  that  of 
Bonuventure  in  the  drawing,  but  has  its  eastern 
end  cut  off  in  a  perpendicular  wall,  some  hun- 
dreds of  feet  in  height,  with  a  natural  arch  in  it. 

The  shore  ly?re  is  a  succession  of  jagged  and 
broken  rocks,  over  which  appears  the  pretty 
ivaterfall  represented  in  the  title  page ;  and  here, 
Avhen  I  tirst  saw  it,  the  danger  of  bathing,  if  there 
had  been  a  beach,  without  proper  precaution,  was 
manifested  by  the  skin  of  a  large  shark,  just 
caught,  being  spread  out  to  dry.  There  is  a 
toleral)le  inn  at  Portugal  Cove,  to  which  travellers 
and  pic-nic  parties  resort,  and  a  public  van  or 
conveyance  goes  every  day  to  St.  John's  ;  the  road, 
I  being  good,  and  eml)ellished  with  the  most  unusual 
I  appendages  of  real  milestones,  passes  the  Twenty 
[Mile  Pond  through  a  very  Canadian  scene. 

The  soil  of  Belleisle,  on  which  there  is  a  vil- 
lage called  Lance  Cove,  is  singularly  rich,  and 
jnnlike  tliat  of  the  neighbouring  main.  This 
[island  is  about  six  miles  long,  and  about  three 

•>m  the  Cove.     F^*om  it,  Baccalao  Island,  which 

Jebastian  Cabot  is   ^aid  to  have  first  made,  and 
Jailed  Prima  Vista,  ^aay  be  seen,  and  in  clear 

reatlier  the  land  of  Trinity  Bay,  sixty  miles  off, 
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Baccalao  being  about  twenty-five  or  thirty.* 
There  is  another  small  isle  or  two  in  Conce]»tio]i 
Kay,  further  south,  ealled  Little  Belleibic  an.] 
Kelly's  Island,  the  latter  pro(Uicin<r  some  good 
rough  building  stone  which  the  sea  has  (iuanitHl, 
and  which  has  been  much  used  in  the  erection  ( j 
the  new  cathedral  at  St.  John's. 

l^obstcrs  are  found   very  plentifully  at  \\>r- 
tugal  and  Broad  Coves,  and  there  is  a  very  pretf- 
little  ])ight  near  the  former,  which  is  ])osse<$(.'d  d 
n  small  beach,  where  the  fear  of  sharks  need  iKt 
deter  the  b.ather;    1  forget  its  name,   but  it  'n 
about  a  mile  or  two  south  of  Portugal  Cove,  and 
is  a  lovely   little  spot,  worth  visiting.     I  went 
there  on  a  very  hot  day  last  sunnner;  and  soiii' 
of  the  party  being  desirous  to  bathe,  seeing'  a 
boat  in  a  nook  of  the  basin,  which  is  surr-auidcii 
by  high  banks  and  rocks,  with  a  solitary  tisliir 
stage  perche<l  on  one  of  them,  upon  merely  men- 
tioiiing  their  wish,  the  boat,  containing  a  (\>\m- 
man's  family,  was  very  good-naturedly  so  placn] 
under  cover  of  a  precipice  as  to  hide  it  fruni  ik 
bathers,  and  waited  until  they  were  on  shore  aiiJ 
dressed. 

As  tlie  weather  was  very  hot,  we  proposed  tu 
the  man  to  take  us  aboard,  as  he  was  bound  Kr 
Tcrtugal  Cove,  which  he  immediately  did,  aiiJ 

*  Martin   spates  that  tho  baccalao  birds,  a  sprcies  d 
Mtrpus,  arc  prosorvcd  by  tlio  (Jovcrnor's  proclamation  on 
this  if.laml,  because  tlieir  cries  ?an  be  heard  far  at  sea 
loppy  uiatlur.     Me  lias  been  misinformed:  it  isbcca.i><j 
ti;(  V  aie  sca-nip.rks  for  the  banks  and  coast. 
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his  diiiiglitcrs  cntortaincd  us  with  singing  (lurinc; 
tlio  passage.  For  ull  this  civility,  in  ii  deeply 
loaded  lishing-hoat,  with  a  dozen  people  to  row,  they 
neither  sought  nor  thought  of  reward,  altiiougl? 
evidently  very  poor;  pnd  were  cheered  hy  the 
iisliermen,  in  a  niultitiuhi  of  little  hoats,  as  we 
passed  along,  who  were  engaged  in  J/i>'i>inii  i'or 
Imit  in  conse([uenee  of  the  gentry  being  embarked 
\vith  them. 

I  inentii^n  this  merely  to  shew  the  native  good 
nature  of  this  inoffensive  class,  as  I  feel  sure  that 
none  of  the  party  were  known  to  them  until  after- 
wards, and  that  the  whole  affair  was  looked  upon 
l)v  tiicm  in  tlu;  same  way  as  a  connnon  act  of  kind- 
ness luuongst  each  other  would  be. 

Nurth  of  Conception  liay  lies  Trinity  P>ay, 
Itctwoen  Uaecalao  Island  and  Cape  Uonavista,  on 
wliieh  cape  the  colony  is  engaged  in  the  erection 
of  a  light-house. 

Trinitv  l>av,  besides  the  town  of  Trinitv,  has 
many  settlements,  such  as  Old  Terlican,  formerly 
a  place  of  some  note,  New  Perlican,  Heart's  Con- 
tent, Heart's  Desire,  Heart's  Delight,  Witless  Uay, 
Given  Harbour,  Deldo  Harbour,  Collier's  Hay, 
Tickle*  llarl)our,  Deer  Harbour,  Random  Sound, 
l)')iiuventure;  but  these  cannot  be  visited  unlcs!-; 
l\v  sea. 
Trinity  Hay  may  contain  about  GOOD  people. 
Bouavista  Hay,  north  of  Trinity  Harbour,  in 

*  This  word  often  occurs  in  the  N'owfouiKlland  cliaita. 
land  means  a  small  safe  harbour — whence  dprivod,  1  cannot 
lay. 
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less  knoAvn ;  but  it  contains  some  magnificent  iji- 
lets  of  the  ocean,  and  several  great  fishing  stu- 
tions,  the  chief  place  being  Bonavista  at  its 
castei-n  end,  and  (Ireenspond  at  its  north-eastern 
extremity,  at  wliich  there  are,  on  a  snnill  ishiiul, 
some  very  extensive  mercantile  establishments. 
The  poi)ulation  of  this  bay  may  be  about  five 
thousand. 

North  of  this  great  and  important  bay  aie 
several  scattered  villages  and  stati(>ns  in  tlie  (li>- 
trict  and  islands  of  Twilingate,  originally  Toulin- 
gaet,  and  Fogo,  and  on  the  maii)  bays  and  ailjii. 
cent  islets.  Tlie  population  thus  scattered  amounts 
to  about  four  thousand,  (iander  Bay,  in  Ilainilt'ii 
Sound,  hiis  some  thriving  establishments  for  ti:0 
cod  and  salm<tn  iishcrv. 

North  of  this,  tlie  map  must  speak  lur  itsill. 
excepting  that  in  llalFs  IJay,  in  the  great  Davi 
N(»trc  l)ame,  some  trappers  and  hunters  live,  wLh 
cross  tlu;  island  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  in 
their  hunting  excursions ;  and  that  the  coast  li 
Notre  Dame  Bay,  and  the  interior,  with  \h 
River  of  Exploits,  were  formerly  the  abodes  uf  tk 
iiod  Indian — that  unhaj)pY  race,  which  has,  in'> 
conjectured,  either  ceased  to  be,  or  has  eniiirrairt! 
to  the  Continent. 

I  shidl  just  I'cmark  that  at  C'apc  St.  .lolin,  tlie 
northern  promontory    of  this   bay,    the  Friin 
shore  begins  and  continues  all  round  the  islaiii 
until  Cai»e  Hay,  at  the  entntnce  of  the  St.  LawroiR 

The   French  occupy,    by   treaty,  the  h^  *' 
Mii^uelon,  Lunu'lev,  and  St.  Fierre,  and  cliiiiii-il 
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exclusive  control  over  fh„  «„    .   , 

tat  their  right  of  lishi„„'  ^'''""■"■""-""""ed ; 
li|mtod  to  „„e  half  of  the  Z't't  f ""''  ^''^''^  is 
..elands  and  the  main  land      T.       ^*-'''''^™  t'>e« 
fore,  all  the  western    an'tl,.    *^  P"*'^^**''  t^Jwe- 
l-alfof  the  eastern  slwre    of  k"T'''™'  "'"'  -»e 
''  P"rti''"  of  the  southern   .'*"''"'^^"'"'-  '^itt 
«""^'"  I'oiony.     N\  t  Tt  '    .?.•  *'*  '.'"'^  ■'''«^i«'t 
*^,  their  resident  p  , pu  u    '  "  ^"^'  «"  "'e  trea- 
t"  upwards  of  twel-e'll  """?'''  '"  ''^  «''J 
"f-'r  "11  engaged  in         ^'i      '  •"■'  ^'"-•>- '•"- 
tlit'V  receive   every   enco  I?       '''■•''"^''  «''''«T, 

'»^t,  ''".istitnte  to  Frwe  wl,  TT"'  =""'•  ''" 
«.^  before  the  last  war  to  ri  ^f"'"""""^' 
'"'■  liM-  seamen.  ^-''gland,  the  mi,-sei-y 

,  ^'wy  little  is  known  of  tim  p       , 

,'^'t'«-noh  settlers;    wE^    rr'''  ''''''"'  ^'^' 

f  V''- "''  whieh  tCL  r  rV'*^''^'  '^1"'''-' 
fc  thinnest  portion  of  "  !  '*  f '""^1  h.vond 
'l'«ff;'te,  not  dwell  u,  on  ,  .  ^  '''''''"'''^''-  I  -^I'all, 
'""  "'.v^'clf  witl     5";^,;  :''l'''''  »'•«",  ...t  eon.' 

P';:-%;u.HneiSilS?'^^^ 

hesides  the  Fivneh.  H,n..„,.!     '"^  ^^-.^V.  shoiv.* 
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George's  Bay*  and  along  the  Iluniber  Kiver.  Tliev 
have  also  settled  at  Littl«3  Barryswav,  or  Ikirra- 
cliois,  near  the  Uiirgeo  Islands,  on  tlie  south  coast, 
and  amount  altogether  to  alcove  two  hundred,  bur 
their  numbers  are  not  accurately  known.     Tliev 
employ  themselves  in  hunting  in  the  interior,  anil 
in  the  salmon  fishery,    and    their  manners  ainl 
customs  are  nnich  the  same  as  those  of  the  Con- 
tinent,  whence  they  came,  living  in  wigwams 
and  depending  (^n  the  fishery  and  the  cha!?e  for 
subsistence.     They  are  never  seen  at  St.  JolmV. 
There  a)'e   British  settlers  on  the  west  coast  at 
the  Bay  of  Islands,  a  great  timber  station,  and  in 
8t.  Geors^e's  Bav. 

The  south  coast  of  Newfoundland  is  filliiiff  i;n 

^      1 

very  fast  with  .settlers  from  Cape  Kay  to  Tin- 
centia  Bav,  and  there  is  a  larije  mercantile  estao- 
lishment  at  Harbour  Britain.  At  the  Ihrid" 
Islands,  there  are  six  hundred  and  fifty  inlialii- 
tants,  and  Hermitage  Bay  is  rapidly  settling.  Tlie 
salmon  fishery  on  this  coast  is  extensive,  and  it 
is  the  scene  of  the  Newfoundland  whaliiiif.  Cane 
liay,  the  western  end  of  Newfoundland,  aiid  ei- 
trance  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  is  in  1' 
36'  40'  N.  L.,  and  59"  21'  W.  L.,  at  ib 
extreme  point. 

Proceedinir  eastward  alon<T  the  south  sli-m', 
after  passing  the  well-defined  harbour  of  Piii't  aw 
Basque,  in  whichlvhode  Island  has  l)een  asceitaiiitJ  | 

*  Port-au-Port  is  a  magrnificcnt  double  harbour,  alnioi: 
connected  uith  the  (Jreat  Bay  of  St.  (ieorge,  by  a  ><;' 
narrow  isthmus,  in  which  is  a  small  lake. 
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to  be  in  47°  cJ4'  11"  N.  L.,  and  59"  10'  30"  W.  L., 
we  come  to  the  electoral  district  of  Fortune  Bay, 
which  lias  a  scattered  population  of  three  thou- 
sand.    Fortune,  Great  Beach,  and  Lamelin,  on 
the  coast  opposite  St.  Pierre,  are  villages  (»f  from 
une  to   four    hundred    people,    and    there    are 
many  other  stations  in  the  bay.     At  Harbour 
Britain,  in  this  bay,  is  a  very  extensive  estab- 
lishment for  cod,  salmon,  and  whulc  fishing.    The 
humpback  and  finner  ^vhale  are  caught,  or  rather 
luken  by  whale-boats,  in  vast  numbers,  and  yield 
from  three  to  eight  tons  of  oil  each. 

Burin  is  the  next  district,  with  a  population  of 
two  thousand  live  hundred,  scattered  along  the 
we^t  shore  of  Flacentia  Bay,  in  Burin,  Mortier, 
Audierac,  etc.  The  Western  Cape  of  Placentia 
Bav,  Cape  Chapcau  Kouge,  is,  at  Blue  Beach 
Point,  from  which  the  cape  is  south  22",  east 
H  miles,  46''  54'  1 6"  N.  L.,  and  55°  28'407,  W.L. ; 
•at  Pointe  Verde  is  in  47°  13'  51"  1,  N.  L., 
and  54"  (')'  If)"  7,  W.  L. 

The  dii=irict  of  Placentia,  once  the  first  in  the 
inland,  is  now  reduced  to  a  population  of  about 
three  thousand;  of  which  Placentia  is  the  chief 
jilaco,  but  now  little  more  than  a  mere  village,  with 
the  vestiges  of  its  ancient  fortifications.  It  still  has 
11  lieutenant-governor  who,  however,  holds  a  merely 
nominal  title;  but  as  soon  as  the  road  now  opening 
from  St.  John's  is  finished,  it  will  again  hold  up  its 
I  head,  and  assert  its  real  claims  to  notice,  being  a 
ivcry  important  position.  Its  harbour,  accessible 
jonly  fur  one  ship  at  a  time,  can  contain  one  hun^ 
Ured  and  fifty  in  safety ;  and  here  there  is  a  mag- 
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nificent  strand,  or  beach,  between  two  hills. 
whereon  sixty  vessels  can  dry  and  cure  their  tisli 
at  the  same  time.  Phicentia  Bay  abounds  witli 
cod,  herrings,  sahnon,  etc.  The  isLands  are 
numerous  and  for  the  most  part  inhabited,  par- 
ticuhirly  jMarasheen. 

l*assing  Thicentia  Buy  and  the  horrid  Scvlla 
and  Charyl)dis  of  St.  Shott's  and  Cape  Vm, 
where  nearly  all  the  fatal  shipwrecks  on  the 
coasts  occur,  owing  to  the  indraught  of  tl.e 
Great  Bays  near  them,  wo  arrive  at  the  distiici 
of  St.  Mary's  and  Trepassey,  which  have  a  po|Hi- 
lat.'on,  chiefly  confined  to  two  towns  of  the  m\\<] 
nan^e,  of  about  one  thousand. 

S\ .  Mary's  Bay  has  several  extensive  cod  Mm 
csta])^ishments,  and  salmon  rivers.  One  of  the  ad- 
vanta,!;es  of  this  bay  is,  with  the  adjacent  one  of 
€' 'met,  its  interior  communications,  as  tliedL- 
tance  from  Salmonier  Kiver  to  Conception  \\i\\ 
is  onlv  ten  miles,  and  from  Colinet  to  Trinifv 
liay  only  eight,  thus  connecting  all  the  isthmiii 
of  Avalon.  Trepassey  is  a  very  good  harbour  "i: 
its  eastern  side,  and  is  well  cultivated,  and  likelv 
to  be  of  much  importance  when  Cape  Pine  liglit- 
house  is  built.  Point  Powles,  Trepassey,  is  i: 
46'  43'  11  "8,  N.  L.,  and  in  58'  27'  W.  L. 

A  lighthouse  is  in  contemplation  l)y  tiit 
British  government  near  Cape  Pine.* 

*  After  passing  Trepassey.  there  is  a  long  roach  o: 
lieadlands  and  coves  from  French  IVIistakiii  Point  to  Caf^ 
llace,  and  all  along  these  coasts  a  profitable  jliore  fisher;, 
is  carried  on. 

With  respect  to  a  light-house  on  the  south-east  coi^'i 
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The  next  district  is  the  ancient  one  of  Ferry- 
land,  where  Lord  Baltimore  tixed  his  residence, 

opinions  are  divided  bc.'tweon  Cape  Race  and  Cape  Pino, 
Cape  Race  is  the  south-east  point  of  Newfoundland,  btung 
in46M0'27"N.L.  and  in  03°  8' 6"  W.L.;  and  Cape  Pin.', 
or  South  Cape  Freels,  close  to  ii,  the  southern  point  of  the 
island,  being  two  minutes  more  to  the  southward,  and  Cape 
Pine  31°  (V  '2"  to  the  westward. 

It  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  a  long  argument  here, 
about  this  controversy,  as  the  Governnient  at  home  are  in 
possession  of  the  case  ;  but  I  believe  both  points  require  a 
light — one  for  the  trade  from  Europe  to  Canada,  and  the 
other  from  Canada  to  Europe,  as  along  this  whole  coast  are 
a  dangerous  current  and  indraught,  and  just  beyond  Cape 
Pine  is  the  dreaded  St.   Shott's   Bay,  where  more  vessels 
have  been,  as  it  were,  sucked  in  and  lost,  than  on  any  other 
part  of  the  coast.    Cape  Pine  should,  I  think,  be  built  first, 
and  then  Cape    Race  light-house.     The  trade  would  be 
vastly  benefited  thereby  ;  and  if  another  hi  added  at  Cane 
Hay,  the  whole  southern  coast  of  Newfoundland  w' !   hi. 
welllit,  as  the  French  have  an  intermediate  one  at  Piei;    . 
I  will  not,  however,  tire  the  reader's  patience  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  it  is  a  very  professional  one  ;  but  merely  add,  that  ofl' 
this  part  of  the  shore   are   the  dangerous  rocks   in  the 
.\flantic,  called  the  Virgin  Rocks,  seldom  seen,  but  fatal 
it'  met  with  unknown.     Mr.  Jones,  master   of  II. M.S. 
Hussar,  found  their  bearings  to  be  4G°  2G'  IT) "3  N.L.,  and 
52'  55'  33"  VV.L.,  and  as  they  are,  next  to  Sable  Island, 
the  most  terrible  of  all  in  this  part  of  the  Atlantic,  we  shall 
annex  extracts  from  different  accounts  respecting  them. 

"  Virgin  Rocks. — Geographical  ])osition.  Observea 
with  a  Circle,  (by  Worthington  and  Allan,)  Admiralty 
Chronoi"«iter  (by  Grayhurst  and  Harvey),  No.  89,  and 
Chronometer  (by  Baraud),  No.  302,  wed  regulated,  in 
H.  M.  S.  Hussar,  by  Master  J.  Jones  : — 

Latitude    46° '26' 15-.r  N. 

Longitude  from  Greenwich  50°  .56'  35"  W. 

"  The  above  arc  the  mean  of  a  series  of  observations 
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and  which  in  his  day  was  called  the  seat  of  the 
Terra  Novan  muse.  No  vestiges  of  his  domain 
now  exist,  and  the  population  of  the  town  ot 


made  during  48  hours.  The  Inspector  hiy  at  anchor  200 
yards  NE.  of  the  shoalest  part  of  the  Virgin  Rocks,  the 
horizon  whs  perfectly  defined,  and  the  ueather  every  way 
favourable  for  determining  their  position. 

"The  rocks  extend  in  an  irregular  chain,  or  chister, 
S.W.  by  W.,  and  N.E.  by  E.  800  yards;  the;  brcatlih 
varying  from  :i!00  to  300  yards.  The  least  water  on  a 
white  rotk  in  'ih  fathoms,  with  from  5' to  6 ^  fathom?, 
about  100  yards  all  round  it,  the  bottom  distinctly  visible, 
Towards  the  extremities  of  the  shoal  the  soundings  arc 
f-om  7  to  9  fathoms  on  detached  rocks,  with  de"p  water 
•jetwecn  them;  the  current  setting  a  mile  an  hour  to  the 
W.S.W.,  with  a  confused  cross  swell.  To  the  S.E.,  S., 
S.W.,  W.,  and  W.N.W.  of  the  shoal,  the  water  deepens 
gradually  to  30  fat!ioms,  half  a  mile  distant;  to  the  N.W., 
N.,  and  X.E  ,  one- third  of  a  mile,  and  to  the  E.N.E.,  E,, 
and  E.S.E.  a  mile. 

"  Th(!  bank  upon  which  the  shoaJ  is  situated  extends 
E.  by  N.  and  W.  by  8.  four  miles  and  a  quarter;  and 
two  miles  and  three  quarters  across  its  broadest  part. 
with  regular  soundings  of  from  28  to  'SO  fathoms,  until 
they  suddenly  deepen  on  its  outer  edge  to  39  and  43 
fathoms.' 

"  Lieut.  Bishop,  commanding  II. M.  Gun-brig,  Manlv, 
writes,  9th  July,  1829:— 

"  The  bottom  was  repeatedly  seen  by  the  officers  of 
both  ships,  in  from  7  to  4^  fathoms,  apparently  of  a  very 
white  rock,  with  large  particles  of  sea-weed  on  the  sanJ 
;iround  them.  In  addition  to  this,  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th,  about  2  a.m.,  when  riding  with  a  whole  cable  and  a 
heavy  sea,  I  observed  such  violent  breakers  near  the  brig 
as  to  cause  rae  to  batten  down  the  hatches  ;  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that,  had  there  been  a  little  more  wind,  uo 
vessel  could  have  passed  over  that  spot,  or  remained  there 
with  safety." 
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Ferryli^nd,  of  the  villages  of  Aquafovto,  Fermense, 
Iienewes,  Cape  Broylo,  and  other  fishing  stations, 
(hill's  not  exceed  two  tliousand. 

Ciipe  Broyle  is  a  very  good  harbour  -when  once 
in~it  is  in  47"  2'  iy"8,  N.  L.,  and  52"  55'  33" 
W.  L.,  at  its  south  point. 

The  Bay  of  Bulls  (Baie  des  Boules)  is  the  suc- 
•eeding  district.  The  harbour  of  that  name  is  about 
twenty-four  miles  by  land  from  St.  John's,  along 
a  very  indifterent  road,  and,  Avith  the  adjacent 
stations  of  AVitless  Bay,  Memables,  etc.,  contains 
aluiit  2000  inhabitants,  and  adjoins  St.  John's. 

But  the  returns  have  been  so  inaccurate,  and 
the  divisions  so  ill-defined,  that  we  can  only  guess 
from  collateral  circumstances  at  the  populatictn  of 
the  electoral  di?u*icts  now,  which,  for  the  sake  of 
perspicuity  only,  will  be  recapitulated : — 


St,  John's 

. 

- 

2;>,000 

Concejilion  Buy 

- 

- 

30,000 

Tririily  Hay     - 

- 

- 

(5,000 

Hoimvi>la  Bay 

«                  •• 

- 

"),000 

Twilini^nite  and  Fogo 

- 

- 

4,000 

Bay  ot  Bulls  - 

- 

. 

2,000 

Ferryland        -         -         - 

- 

- 

2,000 

Trepusscy  and  St.  Mary's 

- 

- 

1,000 

Pliicontia          -          -         - 

- 

- 

3,000 

Hiiriii     .         .         .         - 

. 

. 

2,;500 

Fcrtiine  Bay  -         -         - 

- 

. 

3,000 

On  the  south  shore,  from  Forti 

nie  Bay  tc 

t'ape  Ray  and  St,  George's 

Bay,  Bri- 

1,500 

tish  sottiers     -         -          - 

w                                 • 

Micmac  Indians  at  Barachois 
Cu'orge's  Bay 

and    Saint 

\_ 

200 
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I  believe  Conception  Buy  will  be  found  to  cun- 
tain  more  than  30,000,  and  tliere^ore  a  new 
census  would  give,  with  the  natural  increjt. 
since  the  last,  a  nnich  larger  total,  and,  perhaps, 
not  far  sh  •:  of  100,000;  for  on  the  north-oa>t 
shore  there  are  many  British  subjects  living  iii 
remote  and  diHicidt  places  of  access. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  desidoratim; 
that  the  island  should  be  divided  into  districts  ain 
townships,  upon  the  Canadian  plan,  at  once;  U 
there  is  nothing  like  certainty  whenever  settle- 
ment shall  really  commence  ;  and  that  it  will  oi. 
the  west  coast  force  itself,  is  evident  from  tl.; 
nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  rapid  increase  on  tlit 
Indian  lands  at  St.  George's  Bay,  where  theiv  ;iii 
now  not  less  than  four  or  five  hundred  wliire^ 
located,  all  British  subjects.     The  strides  uliiiii 
the  religious  bodies  are  making  to  open  a  coiniiiii- 
nication  with  all  these  settlers  will  also  ohtaii. 
for  us  a  knowledge  of  the  localities  which  wd'l 
not  now  possess.     The  success  of  the  bout  wliak- 
fishery  in   Fortune  Bay,  will  also  tend  to  sett!' 
that  coast,  which,  as  it  abounds  with  salmon  aiii 
cod,  has  hitherto  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Fremi 
or  Americans. 

For  the  rest  of  the  topographic  informati'i 
which  is  very  scanty,  we  must  refer  to  the  mar 
on  whicii  the  existing  roads  are  dotted,  but  ::| 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  these,  excepting':: 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's,  or 
Harbour  Grace  and  Carbonier,  are  all  merely 
embryo. 
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CONXLUSION — UED   INDIANS. 

It  will  1)C  expected  by  the  Britisli  reader  that 
a  work  on  Newfoundland  should  afford  some  in- 
sight into  the  destiny  of  the  Ked  Indian ;  but  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  I  cannot  satisfy  this  expectation ; 
none  have  been  seen  of  late  even  by  the  trappers 
and  hunters,  by  the  Micmacs,  or  by  the  Esqui- 
maux of  Lal)rador ;  and,  unless  they  are  in  the 
fastnesses  of  the  centre  of  the  island,  the  race  has 
emijrrated,  or  become  extinct. 

To  satisfy,  however,  the  natural  curiosity 
whicli  must  exist  at  home  respecting  this  unfor- 
tunate people,  I  shall  briefly  relate  all  that  can 
now  be  gathered  respecting  them. 

The  Bneothic,  or  Ked  Indian  of  Newfoundland, 
so  named  from  his  habit  of  painting  his  skin  with 
ochre,  it  is  C(jnjcctured  here,  has  been  extermi- 
nated. I  remember,  in  1831,  when  I  had  the 
honour  of  accompanying  the  Governor-general  of 
Canada,  lord  Aylmer,  in  an  exploratory  voyage 
round  the  Gulf  of  St.  La^vrence,  that  the  Indians, 
a  sort  of  half  Esquimaux,  who  were  employed  in 
the  salmon  fisheries  of  the  King's  Torts,  on  the 
Labrador  shore,  were  very  much  agitated  and 
alarmed  in  the  Bay  of  the  Seven  Islands,  l)y  the 
sudden  appearance  of  a  tierce-looking  people 
amongst  them,  of  whom  they  had  neither  know- 
ledge nor  tradition,  and  who  were  totally  difterent 
I  from  the  warlike  mountaineer,  or  montagnards  of 
the  interior,  who  come  occasionally  to  barter  at 
the  posts. 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


V 


/. 


{/ 


V 


1.0    !fi» 


I.I 


||M 

IM 

1.8 


1.25      1.4 

1.6 

^ 6"'     — 

^ 

/ 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


-b^ 


V'' 


73  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  NY.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


I 

■ 

I 


&. 


Q- 


252 


THE   RED    INDIANS 


I  believe  the  strangers  themselves  were  as  much 
alarmed  at  seeing  the  very  unusual  circumstance 
of  three  small  ships  of  war  riding  in  that  splendid 
basin,  and  finding  that  the  part  of  the  shore  they 
had  arrived  at  was  occupied  by  a  large  storehouse 
and  a  dwelling,  with  some  tents ;  for,  after  fright- 
ening the  others  out  of  their  wits,  they  disap- 
peared as  suddenly  as  they  came. 

These  were,  very  possibly,  the  poor  disin- 
herited Red  Men,  who,  it  had  been  the  disgraceful 
practice  of  the  ruder  hunters,  furriers,  and  settlers 
in  Newfoundland,  to  hunt,  fire  at,  and  slaughter. 
wherever  they  could  find  them,  treating  these 
rightful  lords  of  the  soil  as  they  would  the  bears 
and  wolves,  and  with  just  as  little  remorse. 

It  is  not  my  province  here  to  enter  at  large 
upon  the  singular  history  of  the  Red  Indian  of 
Newfoundland,  or  of  the  systematic  hunting  en- 
closures of  vast  extent,  which  he  had  established 
and  maintained.  lie  has  either  entirely  or  nearly 
passed  away,  because  he  sternly  refused  to  hold 
communion  with  the  white  invader.  His  history 
is,  indeed,  a  most  melancholy  one.  Gentle  and 
mild,  when  first  seen  by  Europeans,  he  no  sooner 
gave  way  to  his  natural  desire  to  obtain  some  of 
their  dazzling  riches,  than  he  became  an  object  of 
diabolical  revenge. 

For  three  centuries  the  unhappy  wretches  ha'e 
been  hunted  and  driven.  The  Micmac  and  tlie 
Esquimaux  have  been  called  in  to  aid  in  the  ex- 
termination of  the  race ;  and  if  the  poor  wanderer 
has  occasionally  retaliated,  and  borne  an  irrecoii- 
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cilable  hatred  to  his  oppressors,  he  has  merely 
followed  the  dictates  of  untutored  nature.  But 
the  butchery  in  cold  blood  which  has  been  prac- 
tised by  the  whites  upon  his  race,  is  due  to  an- 
other and  a  most  awful  account. 

The  first  mention  of  the  Newfoundland  Indian 
is  to  be  found  in  the  narrati^'cs  of  the  early  dis- 
coverers  which  are  preserved  in  the  Hackluyt 
collection,  and  the  best  is  tliat  of  Hayes,  and 
^hieh  is  confirmed  by  the  work  of  Whitbourne. 
Both  these  and  all  the  other  occasional  writers 
uniformly  say,  that  the  Ived  Indian  was  a  harmless 
and  very  inotfensive  person,  but  somewhat  given  to 
appropriate  to  himself  the  immense  riches  of  iron, 
cordage,  and  unknown  articles,  wdiich  tempted  him 
beyond  the  resistance  of  the  small  share  of  reason 
which  had  been  developed  in  his  nature. 

Hayes  says,  "  In  the  south  parts  we  found  no 
inhabitants,  which,  by  all  likelihood,  have  aban- 
doned these  coastes,  the  same  being  so  much  fre- 
(pieuted  by  Christians.  But  in  the  north  are 
sauages  altogether  harmlesse." 

This  was  in  about  1583,  Hayes  having  been 
second  in  command  to  Sir  Humfrey  Gilbert.  I 
have  already  related  the  previous  scanty  notices 
of  earlier  times  by  the  first  discoverers.* 

*  Cabot  saw  them,  dressed  in  skins,  and  painted  with 
red  ochre.  Jaques  Cartier,  in  1534,  describes  them  "  as  of 
good  size,  wearing  their  hair  in  a  bunch  on  tlie  top  of  their 
lu-ads,  and  adorned  with  feathers."  In  1574,  Frobisher  sent 
tive  sailors  ashore  with  some  who  visited  liim  ;  the  men 
I  never  returned,  but  he  took  one  Indian  to  England,  who 
diud  soon  afterwards. 
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VVliitbouriH',    ill    lO'i'i,    <<ivos   a  niiicli    riiHcr 
account  to  King  James,  ior  in  page  2  of  his  now 
very  rare  hook,  lie  says,  "  Tlie  natural!  inhnhjf. 
ants   of   the  conntrey,  as  they  an^   but    lew  in 
nuinlu^r,  so  are  they  something  rude  and  sjiiiauv 
{)eople,   hailing  neither  knowle(lg(;   of   (lod,  nur 
lining   vnder   ;uiy   kinde  of  eiiiill  gouerneiiiciir. 
In   their  habits,   ciistomes,    and    manners,   fhov 
resemble    the    Indians   of   the    Continent,   from 
whence  (I  sup])osc)  they  came;  they  line  altn- 
gether  in  the  north  and  west  part  of  tlie  coniitrev, 
which  is  seldome  frequented  by  tlu;  Englisli,  Imt 
the    French   and   iiis-'aines   (who    resort   thitlicr 
yeeriey  for  the  Avhale-fishing,   and  also  fur  tlic 
cod-lish)   re])ort   them  to  be   an   ingenious  mid 
tractable    peojilc    (being   well    vsed);  tliov  iire 
ready    to    assist   them    witii    great    laboii;  \\\\\ 
patience   in  the  killing,  cutting,  and  boyliiiii'  "i 
whales;  and  makiuii:  the  traine  ovle,  without  ex- 
pectatictn  of  other  reward  than  a  little  bread,  or 
some  such  small  hire." 

And,  in  page  4,  describing  Trinity  Harbour,  )io 
says  again,  "  It isnecre  vnto  a  great  bay  lyiimiii 
the   north  side  oi  it,  called  the  liav  of  Flowers; 

« 

to  which  place  no  shippes  repair  to  lisli,  ])artlv'i!i 
regai'd  of  sundry  rocks  and  ledges  lying  riiiii 
Avith  the  water,  and  full  of  danger;  but  cliirtlv 
(as  I  conjecture)  because  the  sanage  people  ii 
the  conntrey  do  there  inhabitc;  many  d  tlhiii 
secretly  eni^ry  yeere,  come  into  Trinity  Day  aiil 
Harbour  in  the  night-time,  purposely  to  sieaie 
sailes,  lines,  hatchets,  hookes,  kniues,  and  siii'li 
like." 
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lie  then  bescAH^lies  Kinii;  Jjiinos  to  order  some 
incasmvs  ibr  tlic  tenqtoral  ;iii(l  spiritual  wcll'iire 
(»f  these  lieatliens  in  a  strain  of  jrreat  tbrvoiir, 
''to  rear  vp  and  ndvaiic(3  to  so  noble,  so  pious, 
;iiul  so  Cliristian  a  biiildini:^." 

Alas!  instead  of  this,  wliich  iniLrlit  liave  been 
(.;isily  a('hieve<l,  their  simple  ap]>ropriations  of 
matters  to  Iheni  ineoneeivaltly  precious,  were  soon 
iiiinislKMl  as  crimes  of  tlie  deepest  dye,  by  ;in 
I  iiiisimrini]^  war  of  extermination  earrie(l  on  even 
tt'  the  ])resent  generation  l)y  barbarians  more 
siviige  tliiui  th(.Mnselves. 

Describing  Trepassey,  on  the  south  coast,  as  an 
excellent  port,  Whitbonrne  furtlier  observes  that, 
owin.ii;  to  the  conformation  of  the  country,  it  is 
ii(»t  far  from   Trinity   liay,  and  if  it  were  to  be 
I  inhabited  "  by  some  of  your   Majistie's  siibiects, 
I  soe  110  reason  to  the  contrary,  but  that  a  speedy 
piul  mooj-e  certaine  knowledge  might  be  had  of 
itlie  countrey,  by  reason  these  sauage  people  are 
{soncere;  who  b(;ing  politikely  and  gently  handled, 
miu'li  good  might  bee  wrought  upon  them :  for  I 
Iniuo  had  apparant  proofes  of  tlieir  ingenuous  and 
siihtle  disp(tsitio]is,  and  that  they  are  a  pco|)le  full 
cl'quii'kc  and  liuely  appi  diensions." 

In  sunnning  up  his  reasons  for  urging  upon 
(he  king  a  permanent  settlemeni  in  Newfound- 
md,  he  commences  l)y  observing,  "  It  is  most 
Jrtaine,  that  by  a  plantation  tlu^rc,  and  by  that 
leanes  only,  the  poore  mis-belceuing  inhabitants 
>f  that  countrey  may  be  reduced  from  baj-barism 
the  knowledii'c  of  God,  and  the  light  of  his 
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trutli,  and  to  a  ciuill  and  regular  kinde  of  life  anj 
gouernement." 

He  very  justly  adds,  we  should  always  bear  in 
mind  that  "  euen  we  ourselues  were  once  as  bliinl? 
as  they  are  in  the  knowledge  and  worship  of  om 
Creator,  and  as  rude  and  sauage  in  our  liues  ml 
manners." 

In  page  32,  he  asserts,  that  the  "  sauage  people, 
after  such  time  as  our  countreymen  came  tiijin 
thence,  neither  hurt  nor  burn  anything  of  tlieir.< 
that  they  leave  behind  them,"  although  our  own 
fishermen  in  disputing  about  places,  do  not  tliii^ 
spare  each  other's  property  in  stages,  or  tlie 
woods. 

In  the  conclusion  of  his  book,  wdiich  is  m 
paged  throughout,  is  an  account  of  their  manner 
of  living,  which  may  be  found  in  Chappel's  work 
on  Newfoundland,  and  which  proves  that  their 
hf^bits  were  like  those  of  the  Canadian  Indianj, 
as  they  constructed  canoes  with  the  bark  of  bircli 
trees,*  which  they  paid  with  gum  and  turpen- 
tine. Their  cooking  utensils  were  made  of  tlie 
bark  of  the  fir  and  the  spruce,  which  were  so  well 
constructed  as  to  bear  the  htat  of  boiling  water; 


*  The  birch  i«  an  invaluable  tree  in  North  America.  !;• 
beautiful  bark  furnishes  the  Indian  with  his  canoes,  basket^. 
and  drinking  vessels  ;  and  from  it,  the  white  kind,  betuia 
alba,   an  antiscorbutic,  deobstruent,  and  diuretic  wine,  i- 1 
made  by  the  settler,  by  merely  cutting  to  the  pitli,  uiide' 
some  large  branch,  keeping  the  wound  open  by  a  splinte' 
and  hanging  a  bottle  under  it.     A  large  tree  produces  tv 
or  three  u-allons  of  birch  wine. 
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they  used  the  yolks  of  the  sea-fowl's  eggs  by  first 

iKiiiing  them  hard,  and  then  drying  and  reducing 

them  to  powder,  with  which  they  seasoned  their 

broths  of  wild  fowl  or  fish.     They  dressed  the 

skins  of  deer,  beavers,  otters,  bears,  and  seals 

excellently,  and  always  possessed  a  large  store  of 

them  and  of  red  ochre,  with  which  they  painted 

themselves,   and  their  canoes  and  iittn^^ils.     In 

their  tents,  three  of  which  were  surprised,  and 

the  natives  found  preparing  food,   was  a  large 

stock  of  dried  meat;  and  as  soon  as  a  musket 

^vas  pointed  at  them  by  one  of  three  sailors  of  a 

fishing  vessel  from  Tapson,  in  Devonshire,  which 

was  at  anchor  in  the  Harbour  of  Heart's  Ease,  on 

the  north  shore  of  Trinity  IJay,  and  ^vhich  had 

been  robbed  in  the  night  by  the  Lidians,  they 

I  ran  oil  into  tlie  woods  naked   and  without   any 

clothing  but  hats  made  of  seal-skin,  fashioned  like 

those  of  the    Europeans,    and    garnished    with 

narrow  bands  of  white  shells. 

The  retaliation  w^as  complete,  for  the  poor  naked 
savages  were  deprived  of  their  three  canoes,  their 
dried  flesh,  their  skins,  their  egg-powder,  targets, 
bows  and  arrows,  much  fine  red  ochre,  and  many 
other  things,  to  them  indispensable,  and  not  to  be 
replaced  without  infinite  labour. 

Whitbourne,  very  characteristically  fo]*  a  rough 

Bailor,  says  he  had  brought  to  him  the  best  "cannon, 

)owes  and  arrowes,  and  diners  of  their  skins,  and 

lany  other  artificiall  things,  worth  the  noting, 

?hich  may  seeme  to  inuite  us  to  endeauour  to 

^nde  oat  some  other  good  trades  with  them." 

Tor  this  he  has  been  blamed  b^  Chappell  rather 
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stron<j;ly,  but  we  should  recollect  that  even  in  om 
own  duys  the  teinptution  to  possess  the  curiosities 
of  distiJit  and  unknown  races,  has  heen  too  stiono 
for  a  sense  of  virtue  to  combat ;  and  that  in  many 
instances  it  has  been  very  diliicult  for  the  iiiii,<t 
experienced  commanders  to  restrain  their  inoi- 
from  the  plunder  of  savage  huts,  and  even  tVoni 
wilfully  shooting  the  beings  they  consider  as  littl  ■ 
superior  to  wild  beasts. 

As  soon  as  the  lied  Indian  began  to  nppio- 
priate  his  invader's  goods,  so  soon  did  his  invadii 
use  the  strong  arm  against  him  ;  aiul  for  twolmn- 
dred  and  fifty  years  he  has  been  considered  as  tin 
fail  game  of  the  hunter,  the  furrier,  and  tJip  niil. 
northern  settlers,  until  his  being  is  now  a  mv>t(.rv, 
or  of  the  thinc^s  that  were. 

They  inhabited,  from  the  first  settL  iiieiir  n; 
Newfoundland,  chiefiy  the  north,  nortli-easterii, 
and  north-western  parts   of  the  ishmd,  in  tli: 
neighbourhood    of    the     Fogo    and     Twiliiiijat' 
Islands,  and  about  White  Bay  and  the  iiitenVi, 
making  latterly  sudden  incursions  to  tlio  lisliiiit 
stations,  and  sparing  no  whites  they  could  m- 
jn'ise.      Chappell   says,  they  were   so  doxtemi- 
that   he  was    told    bv   an  old  fisherman  in  h 
George's  Bay,  that  he,  with  a  party,  had  once  go; | 
near  enough  to  some  of  them  to  hear  their  roicij: 
but  upon  rushing  towards  them,  they  founil'tlit 
natives  gone,  their  fire  extinguished,  the  ciiitej 
scattered  in  the  woods,  and  dry  leaves  stiwij 
over  the  ashes,"  and  such  was  the  state  of  fear:  | 
wdiich  they  existed,  that  the  very  sight  of  apoiiitr- 
muskct,  or  fire-arm,  was  sufficient  to  appal  tlie 
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It  is  said,  they  luvl  not  any  dogs,  w]ii<'li  is 
rather  singular,  consith'ring  that  the  country  is 
well  furnished  with  wolves,*  and  that  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  a  native  breed  of  dogs  existed  in 
Labrador. 
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•  Whilst  writing  the  above,  an  accx^iint  iios  jnst  been  i(»- 
coivod  of  a  vvoh'  wliich  conniiittod  ^roat  doprodations  noar 
tliocapitab  and  vvbicli,  ulthongli  it,  Imd  bjst  a  io^  in  a  trap, 
tiavolled  over  the  snow  to  Collier's  Harbour,  in  Conception 
Bay,  fifty  or  sixty  miles,  to  obido  pursuit,  and  was  found 
iiiunv  miies  further  in  the  aet  of  watching  some  sheep  which 
were  continod  in  a  poor  woman's  shed. 

This  formidable  animal  was  of  the  following  dimensions ; 

Feet.    Indies. 

From  muzzle  to  insertion  of  tail      -     -  .5  0 

Length  of  tail I  (> 

Height  to  top  of  fore  shoulder  -     -     -  2  0 

Ditto  to  top  of  haunch    -----  2  H 

Length  of  lower  jaw 0  I) 

Opening  of  jaws  when  spread    -     .     -  ()  <J 

His  colour  was  a  pure  silver  grey  (very  rare)  and  his  skin 
would  have  been  valuable  if  it  had  not  been  pierced  with 
many  swan-shot.  He  stood  three  discharges  by  the  hunters 
who  kilhnl  him,  and  exhibited  the  utnjost  ferocity  to  the 
last,  receiving  fifty-six  shots.  His  skin  was  stufVed  and 
preserved  for  Mr.  Pinsent,  a  magistrate  at  Drigus,  who 
was  authorized  to  pay  the  killer  61.,  being  the  colonial  pre- 
mium for  a  dead  wolf.  He  had  killed  several  cows,  sheep, 
[goats,  &:c.,  near  St.  John's,  after  he  lost  his  leg;  and  after 
[arriving  at  the  head  of  Conception  Bay,  across  an  almost 
|continued  forest,  he  killed  a  cow  at  Broad  Cove  Gastors, 
rith  several  sheep,  goats,  and  fowls,  having  been  repeatedly 
Ben  by  the  poor  people, from  the  doors  of  their  tilts,  in  the 
roods,  and  seizing  the  smaller  animals  close  to  them.  Ho 
^as  at  last  destroyed  by  three  men,  who  tracked  him  to 
urk's  Clut,  about  four  miles  from  Brigus. 
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It  liiis  Ik'cm  said  tliiit  these  i)C(»|>l('.  wvw  natii- 
rally  warlike,  and  that  they  accounted  lor  tlicji- 
origin  by  saying  tliey  wvvc  created  by  the  (iivut 
Spirit  (tut  oi'  arrows  stuck  in  the  ground,  nud 
that  tliey  went  to  a  iar  country  after  death  lu 
make  merry  witli  tlieir  friends. 

(Tovei'niuent,  as  we  have  said,  in  the  geiin.il 
history  of  tlie  i;  hind,  ]na<h^  several  hunuuic  hit 
fruitless  attempts  to  stoj)  tlie  war  of  exteniiinu. 
ti(»n  against  this  devoted  race,  hut  owing  t(t  tlie 
scattered  nature  of  the  settlements,  and  the  rude 
unlettered  minds  of  the  fur  hunters,  ahvav« 
Avithoutthc  least  effect. 

In  17()0,  an  attempt  was  made  by  Sodtt,  ;i 
master  (»f  a  shij),  to  open  a  ciunmunicatioii  with 
them.  He  went  fi'om  St.  John's  to  theJjayii' 
ExpU^its,  where  he  built  a  small  fort.  Ilorc  lie 
had  an  interview  with  them,  but  advjnu'ing  un- 
armed, he  Avas  murdered,  with  five  of  jiis  men, 
and  the  rest  lied  to  their  vessel,  carrying  off  onu 
of  their  comrades,  whose  body  was  covered  witli 
arrows,  from  which  he  died. 

At  length  the  Government  offered  rewards  k 
the  capture  of  a  l\ed  Indian,  or  Bocothic,  as  tlicy 
called  themselves  ;   and,  in  1804,  a  femalo, '.vlio 
was  paddling  in  her  canoe  towards  a  small  islaiiii 
for  birds'  cigs,  w  as  taken  by  a  fisherman,  of  the 
name  of  Cull,  and  brought  to  St.  John's,  wke 
she  Avas  kindly  treated  by  the  Admiral,  aftcrwiiiii: 
Lord  Gambier,  and  sent  back  with  presents  f 
her  tribe,  but  what  ))ecamc  of  her  is  not  wii' 
known.   She  admired  the  epaulettes  of  tlic  otliieri 
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more  than  iinythin;^  that  wa.^  shewn  Ikm',  aii<l 
woulil  novor  part  with  her  own  fur  dress,  although 
clot  lied  handsomely. 

Dr.  Chapell,  in  his  work,  [)uhlishe<l  in  1812, 
h;iviu<5  observed  that  it  was  said  that  this  woman 
had  been  made  away  with  on  aeconnt  of  the 
value  of  the  presents,  whirh  amounted  to  an  hun- 
(Ircd  pounds,  Mr.  C-ormaek  told  iMr.  M'iircgor, 
in  1S27,  that  if  Cull  could  e;iteh  the  author  of 
thiit  hook  within  the  reach  of  his  lon;jf  duck-^nm, 
he  would  be  as  <lead  as  any  of  the  Ked  Indians 
that  Cull  had  often  shot.* 

What  became  of  tlu;  poor  creuture,  wiio  was 
at  the  tender  mercy  of  such  a  man,  h;is  never 
boeu  ascertained,  but  Mr.  M'Ci'enf(U-  thinks  she 
never  reached  her  tribe,  and  Mr.  Cormaek  is  of 
the  same  opinion. 

She  was  stained,  both  body  and  hair,  of  a  red 
colour,  as  it  was  supposed,  from  tlie  juice  of  the 
alder,  and  was  not  very  uneasy  in  her  new  situa- 
tion, when  in  the  presence  of  her  own  sex  only, 
but  would  not  permit  any  men  to  a^/proach  her, 
; except  her  enslaver,  to  whom  (which  speaks 
I  volumes  for  him)  she  was  ever  gentle  and 
affectionate. 

In  1809,  another  attempt  was  made  under  the 
jmmediate    auspices    of    the    Governor-Admiral 

olloway,  when  Lieut.  Spratt,  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
^as  scut  to  Exploits  l>ay  with  a  painting,  re- 
presenting officers  of  the  navy  shaking  hands 
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with  an  Indian  chief,  and  a  party  of  seamen  lay- 
ing parcels  of  presents  at  his  feet ;  Indians  pre- 
senting furs,  and  a  white  and  a  red  woman  look- 
ing  at  their  respective  children,  with  a  sailer 
courting  an  Indian  girl.  But  none  of  the  triljo 
were  found. 

Sir  Thomas  Duckworth,  in  1810,  puhlished  a 
new  Proclamation  for  the  Protection  of  the  licd 
Indians,  and  soon  afterwards,  Lieut.  Buchiin,  vi 
the  IioyalNavy,  was  sent  to  the  Kiver  of  Exploits 
with  orders  to  winter  there,  and  to  offer  a  coin- 
munication  with  them. 

Having  met  them,  he  left  two  marines,  as 
hostages,  until  he  could  return  with  presents  to 
the  depot,  from  which  he  took  two  natives. 
But  he  did  not  return  so  soon  as  he  expected; 
and  when  he  did,  found  his  marines  headless.  It 
was  afterwards  ascertained  that  they  thought  lie 
had  gone  for  reinforcements ;  that  all  the  Ba-otliics, 
excepting  the  party  he  met,  were  at  the  Grand 
Lake  to  the  westward ;  and  that  rather  than  be 
made  prisoners,  they  broke  up  their  encamp- 
ments, and  killed  the  hostages  for  fear  of  dis- 
covery. The  men  thus  murdered  were  of  unex- 
ceptionable character,  and  fell  victims  to  the  fear 
and  treachery  of  the  Red  Men,  who  managed  so 
well  that  even  their  two  hostages  escaped. 

In  1811,  a  rcAvard  of  a  hundred  pounds  was 
offered  to  any  person  who  should  bring  about  a 
friendly  understanding  with  the  Red  Indians. 

In  1819,  another  female  was  taken  by  a  party 
of  furriers,  who  met  tAvo  men  and  a  woman  on 
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the  ice  in  Red  Indian  Lake.  The  woman  was 
secured,  but  her  Imsband  and  tlic  other  savage 
resisting,  they  were  both  shot.  Her  husband 
was  a  fine-looking  Indian,  six  ieet  liigli.  They 
took  the  woman  to  St.  John's,  having  first  named 
her  Mary  Marcli,  from  the  month  in  wliich  she 
was  taken. 

She  lived  all  the  rest  of  the  year  at  St.  John's, 
and  was  sent  back  to  the  lliver  of  Exploits  in  the 
ensuing  winter,  under  the  care  of  V  ptain  Buchan, 
with  presents  to  her  tribe  ;  but  she  had  con- 
tracted sickness,  and  died  on  board.  I  ler  body 
was  wrapped  in  linen,  placed  in  a  coffin,  and 
left  on  the  margin  of  a  pond,  or  lake,  where  it 
was  likely  it  would  be  found,  as  it  was,  by  her 
people,  who  conveyed  it  to  thei;  place  for  the 
dead,  where  it  was  found  several  years  after- 
wards, by  ^Ir.  Cormack,  lying  beside  that  of  her 
ill-fated  husband. 

Xothing  was  seen  or  heard  of  this  people  again 
until  tlie  winter  of  1823,  when  a  party  of  them 
was  seen  on  the  ice  in  New  Bay,  an  inlet  of  the 
Great  Bay  of  Notre  Dame,  by  some  furriers. 
On  the  first  meeting,  these  amiable  whites  shot  a 
man  and  woman,  who  were  approaching  them 
apparently  for  food.  The  man  was  first  killed, 
and  the  woman,  in  despair,  remained  a  calm 
[victim.  Mr.  Cormack  was  told  these  facts  by 
[the  very  barbarian  who  shot  her.* 

Three  other  women  afterwards  gave  themselves 
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264 


THE  UED  INDIAN'S 


'% 


up,  and  one  was  brought  to  the  capital.  They  wore 
all  three  in  a  starving  condition ;  and  what  b(> 
came  of  the  other  two  does  not  very  clearly  appeur. 
Shanandithit,  the  one  ])rought  to  St.  John's,  was 
very  kindly  tn^ated  there,  and  lived  six  years, 
dying  in  tlie  hospital,  in  1829,  of  a  puhuoiiarv 
disease,   to   which,   it    appeai-ed  from    her  ciW- 
miinicutions,  her  tri])e  vrere  subject.     I  have  soon 
a  miniature  of  this  female,  whicli,  without  boiii'^ 
handsome,    shews    a   pleasing   countenanoo,  not 
unlike,  in  its  expression,  to  those  of  the  Canadian 
tribes  —  round,    with   prominent    cheek-bout.'s. 
somewJKit    sunken    eyes,    and  small    nose.    Shf 
lived  in  Mr.  ('ormack's  house  until  he  loft  tlii' 
colony,  and  then  in  that  of  tlie  At*torney-(ienom!, 
^Ir.    Simms,    ])y    whom    she    was    most    kin.Ilv 
attended  to.     l>ut  it  appears  consumption  Wii. 
the  fatal  disease  of  her  nation,  wliich  Iuk^  ('unu'ij 
off  Mary  March,  and  thus  the  hope  of  makinir  lier 
the  means  of  redeeming  the  cruelties  which  kil 
been  practised  upon  hcj'  people  was  lost. 

It  is  conjectured  that  in  1 7G0  the  HqO  Indian? 
were  not  more  than  two  hundred  in  number;  >) 
that  the  chance  of  finding  even  a  single  faniilv 
now  in  Newfoundland  is  very  small  in<lee(l. 

In  1827,  a  society  was  formed  in  St.  John's. 
called  the  Baothic  Society  for  the  Civilization  ut 
the   Native  Savages,  and  an  expedition  iindt 
taken    by    Mr.    Cormack,    with    three    Indiai 
across  their  country,  as   already  mentioned, 
find  them,  but  without  success. 


It  a[)pears  from  the  indefatigable  rcseaic 
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that  gentleman,  who  twice  crossed  the  island  in 
(litFerent  directions,  and  had  attained  every  avail- 
able knowledge  of  the  IJed  Indian,  that  tlie  ex- 
terminating war  against  that  unhappy  people  was 
carriedto  its  height  about  one  hundred  and  seventy 
years  ago  hy  the  French.  Until  then  they  had  been 
a  large  and  powerful  tribe,  and  ha<l  made    an 
alliance  with  the  Micmacs;  but  falling  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  French  authorities,  a  reward 
was  offered  for  the  heads  or  persons  of  some  of  the 
chiefs.     Two  heads  were  obtained  by  the  Mic- 
macs, wlif)    were  cruelly    retaliated    on    by    the 
Bd'otliics,  and  the  latter  retired  to  the  interior. 
The  Micmacs,  having  learned  the   use  of  tire- 
arms  from  the  Europeans,  had  a  decided  advan- 
tage in  the  l)loody  wars  that  followed,  and  the 
Ived  Indian  was  hunted  like  a  beast  of  prey  ever 
afterwards   both   by    ^licmac    and    by    Whites. 
»Shau!indithit  declared  that  so  exasperated  were 
her  people  against  the  white  men,  that  she  dared 
not  return  to  her  home  after  having  once  held 
converse  with  them. 

Mr.  Cormack,  determined  to  relieve  their  neces- 
vsities  and  to  induce  them  to  make  p(}acc,  set  out  for 
the  Bay  of  Exploits  with  three  Indians,  a  Canadian 
of  the  Abenaki  nation,  an  old  mountaineer  of  the 
Labrador,  and  ayoung  active  Micmac  born  in  New- 
foundland, lie  entered  the  country  at  the  inlet 
called  the  North  Arm,  at  the  mouth  of  the  l\iver 
of  Exploits,  and  took  a  north-west  course  to 
Hall's  Bay,  in  the  Bay  of  Notre  Dame,  across  the 
cxtreniities  of  New  Bay,  Badger  Bay,  Seal  Bay, 
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lio  mMM»nn>lislnMl  in  imijIiI  «lnys. 

Tins  wtis  lUM'ossi  llio  imnul  MiuunuM'  |tii(hs  (•!  (Ik^ 
Kod  liwIinM  ronnh'v  lo  Hu'  ri^sidiMu-cs  wvwv  \\u] 
slioros;  nuil  (\<  <lu'  onsl  end  ol  l»ndjy;<'r  I'liv,  ni, 
(iront  LmKc,  nl  n  noiinp.v,  or  oinrviMfV  |>lmM'  lor 
eMn»>o«.  known  as  \\\o  Indinn  rnlli,  lie  loll  in  wiih 
tlio  ronnnns  ol'  nn  onomnpnionl  ol'  llio  ]»roco(litiir 
VOMV.  wluMv  iltoro  wiis  a  oinioo  roMl.  or  olovnli'd 
iViinio,  to  snpi^ort  n  onnoo  iVoni  in.jnrv  -ns  i(  wns 
nhvMvs    tlioir    onslonu    wImmi    o(»niinf»    IV'mu   llm 
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doni  nnlil  Ihoir  rolnrn.      Tins  rosi,  und  llio  vimiI^! 
ol'  ]>lMnls  nst^l   io   iMslon    il,   nilli    dindts  of  inl 
indnv  «jni(o  iVosli.   and   a   s|>(\n"   Innidlo,   iimmmiIIv 
nn\do   and  painlod   rod,  parts   of  old   oanoos  iiml 
iVaiinionts    of  skin    «lross(\s,    olo.,  slr<Mvod  iiimiil, 
sliowod    llial    Ibis    was    a    ro^nlar   station.     I'or 
sonu'  vlistanoo.  \oo.  i\w  bark  of  tlio  sprnco  pine, 
(pinns  balsannlora.)  I'alliMl  var  in  Ntnvronntilniid, 
probably  iVmn  a   wost   of   I'nuland  0(»rrupti(iii  of 
tir.  was  tak(Mi  olV,  il  biMnsv  ""o  ol'  tin*  enstoiiis  o[ 
i]w    Uivotlnos   to    nso   I  bo    innor    bark    as  Tooil, 
Krosb  vMits  of  axos  in  tbo  tr<Hvs,  ovidontly  uoi  n 
Yoar  (>ld,  w'or«'  also  observed,  witb  otbor  oucininig- 
ing  signs. 

Uoro  tbo  soa  was  not  wiow  tban  (Mirlit  niilos  li^ 
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w  noi 


tb 


east,  and  a   einnn  o 
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Avostorlv  and  soutberlv,  wbieb  disebariicHJ  iluir 
waters  into  tbe  rivor  o(  Exploits,  iibout  thirty 
miles  iVoni  its  ni(Mitb.  tbns  t'avenrinu'  a  vo\\\o  lor 
tbo  Kod  Indian  by  water  to  tlio  intorivM-,  aiul  an- 


or  Ni;wrr»iiNin,ANi», 
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it,  \vl\n'li 

•  \\[\\\  ill. 
Uliw'o  I  or 
11  \\\  witli 

■  oiov;\ttMl 

-.i\s  il  WHS 

IV<MU    llin 

0    ol"    iMM'i- 

i  I  ho  voitN 
MVIUHN   luul 

lion.     Tm' 
loniuUnii'l. 

('USIOIUS   i>| 

Ik  lis  M. 
MUly  n(*l  '^ 
|v  oucourai;- 

rlit  luilosto 


(iIIkm  piilli,  1<»  lln»  (Miwiwind,  Icil  to  tlio  lnkrs  iicnr 
New  I'Siy.  ll(Mo  llio  I'cmniiiM  of  »i  villtif^ro  wrro 
nl»s('rv(Ml,  rttiisiRtiiig  ot"(M^r|il  or  tni  w'mtci"  iimrrm- 
IccliM,  or  wi^nvtmiM,  of  Inrgo  si/,o,  cnlciilntiMl  tocoii- 
liiiti  tVoni  oi^»;lilo(Mi  to  I  wont  y  |t('o|il(«  rncli,  willi 
llic  vcslif!;^!^  of  imiiH'roiiH  siimiiior  touts  or  wig- 
wimis. 

OiM' ot'  llio  win^nlnrilioK  ol  t liosc  (jwojjin^rs  Im, 
(hill  !illlioiiir|i  «'onicnl,  nnd  tlin  fnimo,  inmlv.  of 
|io|(\^,  covcrod  nitli  skiuM  or  Mrcli  l>mk,  liko  tlioK(^ 
(if  Ili(>  ('iijiiidiiins,  cMcli  liiMJ  siiinll  cnvitirs  dug  in 
the  ciiilli  mid  liiiod  with  iiiomm,  or  the  soft.  lnniicJirM 
(if  liccs,  l>v  nliicji  it  iw  ((min'tiirrd  tlinf  tlin 
iiiilivcM  slept  ill  (I  silting  postiircr.  TIm!  iondnr 
Iwius  of  llio  sjipiii  ill  ('Miiiidfi,  lis  I  liiivo  offon  cx- 


|i('n(>iHM'd,  iimko  !i   |th'!isii?il.   mid    rcnlly  iiixiinoiiH 
I.  Ilioii    iVmn'milr  siiioll,  mid   tlio  soffnoss,   to  m, 


ltd 


\v(>iiriiMl  tnivcllor,  Mr«>  ronlly  dolitrjitfiil.  If  is 
iilwiiys  llio  first,  euro  of  llio  liidiMii,  or  C'mfidin.n 
nii/aiiciir,  to  supply  tlicin  }it  tlio  coiicliision  of  a 
(liiys  i<»iiniey  if  tli<'y  siro  to  ho  lind,  or  t.o  i»ro('jirc 
the  b(>st  sulistitiito  from  otiior  plniits. 

iM'sides  tliis  peculiMrity,  ovcry  wiiit.or  wigwam 
liml,  close  l»y  it,  ii  smiili  s(|ii!i,i'c  or  oldoiig  pit,  jihoiit, 
lour  feet  de(\p,  ireueriilly  liiied  witli  hiiwdi  Imrk,  in 
wliioli  the  winter  stores  uimI   provisions  were,  hiid 


II]);   and  the   vilhige.    luid    nlso    ii,    va,)»fnii'    batli. 

oxttiuW   ^K  This  ooiisist(Mi   of   nn    lieinispiiei'ieMJ    frame-work 

LviiVil  tluir   ^B  closely  coyered  with  skins;   pi'evioiisly  to  ]dM,e>ing 

llnnit   tliivty   ^n  which,  ii  numher  (tf  hirgc  stones   were  lie.nted  by 

n  route  lor   ^m  ^  pih'  <»f  fuel  nroiind  tlieni,  nnd  when  snflieiently 

Ii  or,  ami  an-  ^B '^'^t,  the  ashes  were  cletired  M.wiiy,  and  water  he- 
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iiig  pourod  upon  thoni,  tlie  iVnnuMl  donio  n-i, 
jilao(Ml  ovor  the  stcMHi,  nnd  i\\i'  piiticnt  cniii 
under,  tiikini]:  a  Mivli  bark  huckcf  oi*  wnicr  iiii<| 
a  small  bark  dish,  so  as  to  ouid>K'  him  to  raise  (iic 
stoam  at  pleasure. 

Tin*  ti'iivellers  proein'ded  iluMi  to  Hell's  IVn. 
\vli(M"e  thnM'  I'iMirlisli  laiuilit's  of  furi'leis  wciv 
settled,  and  there  are  still  one  or  two  there;  mfkI. 
after  sleeping'  om*  ni,u;ht  '\n  a  house,  struck  aiiiaiii 
intotln^  interior  to  the  westward. 

Mr.  Coi'nuiek  says  that  he  eould  obtain  iio 
intormation  tVom  thes(»  j)eople  about  the  reaiiiniii 
(>f  the  tribi\  as  they,  oi"  eours(\  wen*  intei'istcd  in 
th(Mr  destruetion.  A  turrier,  wlio  li\(vs  tlu^-e  mnv, 
p«Mieti"at(N  ii)  []\v  (Jrand  l*ond  every  season,  miil 
oouK^s  to  St.  John's  to  s«'ll  his  t'urs  onee  .i  ycwr; 
but  it  is  said.  althou,i;h  he  is  a  res]>eetahle  niiin. 
he  has  also  no  intormation  io  jilVord;  and,  in  fact. 
Iiis  e\]>lorations  are  on  the  iee  and  snow  in 
winter,  so  that  it' any  ludians  are  near  his  hunt- 
imy,  or  rather  trai>i>inii-,  iri'ounds,  \\\o\  enn  easilv 


avoid   Ins   peopii 


h 


w 


ell    knowiuii'    that    the  I 


iir- 


luiuters  have  beou  their  most  desperate  (MUMiiiiv. 
The  party  proceeded  lor  tive  days  to  \\w  hiiili 
hinds  south  ol'  the  (ireat  White  l)ay,  and  thou 
came  iu  siirht  of  the  m(>untaius  near  the  \h\  ol 
Islands  on  the  west  coast  of  Newfoundlaiil. 
Maishv,  or  tlat  iijround.  extended  \ov  thirtv  miles 
southerly  toward  the  Ked  Indian  Lake.  Wiiift'i 
was  setting-  in,  the  deer  were  migratina"  to  tlu' 
southward,  and  many  o{'  the  small  ponds  Iviia: 
to  bo  solid  enough  to  boar  walking-  ovor:  aiila^ 
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they  had  in>  ]ti'ovisi(»ns  Init  mucIi  aM  tlicii'  ;/uiis 
(diiM  oldain,  it  was  decided  to  reniaiii  only  two 
(lavs,  obsei'viiiiz;,  IVom    tliiw    liiLdi    station,  ii'  the, 


viiioko   iVuni   any  ('ani|>s  conld   ]hi  tracoil,  as  the 


ills  coninia 


nde(l 


a  view  in  evei'y  ( 


liic'ct 


loll, 


On  the  Ixtrdors  orthcsc  '..ills,  in  the  low  roindi'y, 

wlioro  tho  deer  passes,  or  ]>la('es  whei'e  thos<',  aiii- 

niiils,  on  which    the  Ivcd   Indian    chielly  depeiMlcd 

tor  food  and  clothinii;,  ])ass(Ml  dnrinff;  tiioir  annnal 

luiirrations  iVoin   tho  I'li^u^od   dreary  coM  nionn- 

taiiis  of  tho  north,  to  tho  mild,  low,  mossy  and 

slu'hcrod  valleys  a.nd  woody  ]>arts  ol'  the  interior 

;iii(l    south    of    tho     island:    horc    tho     Indians 

;il\vMVS  watched  their  i)roy  at  the  <'xtreine  ends  of, 

ami  straits  in,  nniny  of  the  hu\Lro  lakes,  the  bottoms 

(if  ravines  between  high  niL^jrod  monntains,  fords, 

in  rivers,  (^tc.,  where   they   nsnally  killed  them 

with  certainty.  TS'o  si!j:ns  Avere,  however,  ()bserve(l, 

and  therefore,  it  v;as  detiM'ininod  at  once  to  de- 

soeiul,  and  eross  the  half  irozcn  hivels,  to  the  Ked 

Indian  lak 


vO 


III 


fhis  toilsome  and  painful  journey  took  tlie 

ten  (lays  to  perform,  ])lun<,nn<r  in  mud  and  Avater, 

in  i(,'o  and  low  swampy  woods;  but  as  tln^y  ap- 

\  tluni   ^M  pi'oaohcd  the  lake,  they  saw  that  niiin  luid  at  all 

events  been  there,  tlie  woods  being  destroyed  by 

in  a  space  through  wJiich  they  journeyed  for 


tn't 


the  last  two  day 

The  lirst  siglit  of  this  splendid  sheet  of  water, 
Mvs  Mr.  Cormack,  struck  them  with  havc  and 
luliniration,  on  descendinL^  tlie  hills  which  bounded 
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its  northern  extremity.  They  were  the  firjt 
strangers  who  had  seen  it  in  an  nnfrozen  sttitc, 
for  only  three  parties  liacl  preceded  them,  aiiti 
that  in  the  depth  of  winter,  and  these  had 
reached  it  by  the  river  of  Exploits. 

T^^e  view  was  grand,  solemn,  and  majestic^ 
an  unbroken  sheet  of  water,  reaching  far  beyoiiil 
the  limits  of  vision,  and  perfectly  placid,  wiili 
not  a  canoe  to  ruffle  its  visible  surface.  Anxien 
also  lent  its  share  to  their  emotions.  They  were 
in  the  known  home  of  savages,  who  never  si)arei] 
the  white  man,  or  the  Indian  not  of  their  race; 
but  although  their  view  of  its  shores  was  almost 
unbounded,  not  a  vestige  of  that  singular  race 
could  be  traced. 

The  spirit  of  the  party  sank  under  this  failure 
of  their  hopes,  and  the  old  mountaineer  InJiau 
was  actually  overcome  by  his  feelings. 

Proceeding  during  "  several  melanclioly  davs' 
along  the  borders  of  the  eastern  end,  they  .«aw 
everywhere  vestiges    and   indications    that  tlii? 
central  lake  had  long  been  the  chosen  and  uiuli- 
turbed  home  of  the  Bceothics  ;  but  these  primitive 
people,  for  the  past  eighteen  years,  had  been  tor- 
mented l)y  the  Europeans ;  fatal  rencontres  lia'j 
taken  place ;  and  they  had  for  ever  quitted  tk 
hitherto  peaceful  home  of  their  fathers,  wliose 
bones  '^vere  there  carefully  laid  in  their  linal  rett- 
ing places. 

They  surveyed  the  various  relics  of  this  " 
offending  and  cruelly  extirpated  people," 
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at  several  plates,  by  the  margin  of  the  lake, 
dusters  of  summer  and  winter  wigwams  in  ruins. 

Here  they  saw  the  beds  dug  in  tlie  earth, 
round  the  fire-place  and  in  the  sides  of  the  wig- 
wams ;  a  wooden  building  for  drying  and  smok- 
ing venison  in,  still  perfect,  and  a  small  log- 
house  which  it  was  thought  had  been  a  store- 
house. 

The  wreck  of  a  very  large  and  handsome 
canoe,  twenty-two  feet  long,  nearly  new,  and  very 
little  used,  was  thrown  up  amongst  the  bushes  on 
the  Ijeach,  and  rent  by  the  violence  of  storm,  the 
people  in  it  having  possibly  perished,  as  the  nails 
with  which  it  was  fastened,  and  which  were  very 
[ilentiful,  still  remained.  Those  treasures,  pro- 
cured from  the  fish  stages  by  stealth,  were  too 
vahiable  not  to  have  been  taken  away,  had  there 
l)een  survivors  of  the  catastrophe,  for  during 
many  years  no  intercourse  with  the  whites  had 
taken  place. 

Here  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  ex- 
hibited tlie  usual  traces  of  the  birch  trees  and  the 
?[)ruce  pine  having  been  stripped,  for  use  and  for 
I  liiod,  of  their  bark  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
I  evidences  of  a  long  sojourn. 

But  the  most  interesting  subjects  of  all  were 

the  burying-places,  if  they  can  be  so  called,  being 

(rather  morais.    They  were  difierently  constructed, 

I  according  to  the  rank,  as  was  supposed,  of  the 

I  persons  entombed,  with  very  great  care.     One  of 

^them  was  shaped  like  a  hut  or  cottage,  ten  feet 

hy  eight  or  nine,  and  four  or  five  high,  in  the 
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ridge ;  was  floored  with  squared  poles,  the  ror^f 
covered  with  bark,  and  every  part  was  well  secured 
from  the  weather  and  tlie  attacks  of  wild  Leasts. 
In  it  they  found  by  opening  the  posts  at  one 
gable,  were  tlie  bodies  of  two  full-grown  people 
laid  at  length  on  the  carefully  constructed  floor, 
and  wrapped  in  skins,  with  a  white-deal  coffin 
containing  a  skeleton  neatly  shrouded  in  white 
muslin — the  remains,  in  short,  of  Mary  March, 
which  had  been  conveyed  by  a  long  and  painful 
journey  many  years  before,   from  the  sea-side, 
where  it  had  been  left  by  Mr.  Buchan.     In  it, 
also,  they  thought  they  observed  the  corpses  of 
children,  and  one  body  had  certainly  not  been 
placed  in  this  cemetery  more  than  live  or  six 
years.    A  variety  of  articles  were  deposited  iiere, 
repres  '.ntations  of  the  property,  or  the  property, 
of  the  deceased  in  their  life  time,  and  of  their 
achievements. 

Two  small  wooden  images  of  a  male  and  female 
Indian,  a  small  doll  or  image  of  a  child,  (Mary 
March's  child  was  left  here,  and  died  two  dav? 
after  she  was  taken,)  several  small   models  of 
canoes,  two  small  models  of  boats,  an  iron  axe,  a 
bow  and  quiver  of  arrows,  were  placed  by  tlie 
.side  of  the  body,  supposed  to  be  ^lary  March? 
husband,    and   two    fire    stones    (radiated  iron 
pyrites)  lay  at  his  head,  as  the  Red  Indian  iistil 
these  by  collision  to  produce  fire.    There  were  a!;u 
many  cooking- vessels,  made    of  birch  bark  and 
ornamented ;  and  several  other  thiiigs,  of  ^vhicli 
the  use  was  unknown. 
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Another  mode  of  disposing  of  the  dead  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  Western  Indians,  of  the 
sources  of  the  Missisippi.  The  body  was  wrapped 
in  birch  bark,  and  with  the  property  placed  on  a 
scaifokl,  abont  fonr  feet  and  a  half  from  the 
f^round,  formed  of  four  posts,  about  seven  feet 
high,  which  supported  the  stage  or  crib,  five  feet 
and  a  half  in  length  by  four  in  breadth,  resting  on 
the  stage,  or  floor,  made  of  small  squared  beams 
laid  close  together. 

Again,  the  body  was  bent  or  doubled  up, 
wrapped  in  birch  bark,  and  enclosed  in  a  sort  of 
strong  box,  made  of  square  posts,  laid  on  each 
other  horizontally,  and  notched  at  the  corners,  to 
make  them  meet  closely.  This  was  four  feet  by 
three,  and  two  and  a  half  deep,  well  lined  with 
birch  bark,  to  exclude  the  weather,  and  the 
corpse  was  laid  on  its  right  side. 

Tk  most  common  mode  was,  however,  that  of 
interment, — if  placing  the  body  in  a  wrapping  of 
birch  bark,  and  covering  it  well  with  a  pile  of 
stones,  can  be  so  called;  but  sometimes  it  was 
put  a  foot  or  two  under  the  surface  before  the 
stones  were  placed  over  it,  and  in  one  place,  where 
the  ground  was  sandy  and  soft,  the  graves  w^ere 
deeper  and  no  stones  placed  over  them. 

The  most  remarkable  remains  of  the  customs  of 
this  singular  race  are,  in  fact,  those  to  be  observed 
here  and  in  their  sepulchral  stations  on  the  sea- 
coasts  at  particular  chosen  spots,  to  which  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  bringing  their  dead  from 
great  distances.     The  women  thus  entombed,  it 
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appears  had  only  their  clothes,  and  no  property 
shut  up  with  them. 

The  party,  having  failed  in  their  main  ol)ject, 
and  the  season  rapidly  advancing,  determined  to 
reach  the  sea  by  the  River  of  Exploits,  before  its 
navigation  should  he  obstructed;  and,  as  they 
had  no  canoes,  to  do  it  on  a  raft  made  at  each 
portage,  rapid,  or  fall. 

Mr.  Cormack  describes  their  sensation,  on  en- 
camping one  night  on  the  remains  of  an  old  wit- 
wam,  before  they  left  the  Ked  Indian  Lake,  ar 
the  extremity  of  a  point  of  land,  which  jutted 
out  so  far  into  it  as  to  expose  to  their  view  tho 
whole  country  round.  It  had  been  their  custom, 
wdien  approaching  the  lake,  to  extinguish  their 
night  fire,  for  fear  of  observation,  some  time  bi?- 
fore  daylight. 

Here,  finding  no  enemies,  they  lit  a  large  liio: 
hut,  says  the  enterprising  traveller,  *'  Two  of  uiv 
Indians   evinced   great    uneasiness    during   tk 
night,  as  it  blazed  up  occasionally.     They  were 
the  first  of  their  races  who  had  dared  to  intrude. 
from  time  immemorial,  into  the  very  central  do- 
main of  the  Boeothias,  or  even  to  approach  near  to 
it ;  this  lake  and  territory  having  always  been 
considered   to   belong    exclusively    to   tlie  Keil 
Indian,    and    they    truly     thought   themselves 
usurpers  of  his  natal  soil. 

This  lake  discharges  itself,  at  about  three  or 
four  miles  from  its  north-east  end,  into  the  River 
of  Exploits,  which  runs  rapidly  to  the  sea  in 
noble  stream  for  seventy  miles. 
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On  the  north  side  of  the  Rod  Indian  Lake, 
they  saw  the  ends  of  two  deer  iences,  about  half 
a  mile  asunder,  leading  to  the  water,  and  which 
diverged  many  miles  in  a  north-west  direction. 
These  were  constructed  with  infinite  la])our,  to 
lead  the  deer  in  their  migrations  into  this  narrow 
end  of  the  lake,  where,  on  taking  the  water,  they 
Avere  easily  pursued  and  killed  with  spears. 

They  saw  traces  of  these  people  in  many  places 
in  their  rapid  course  down  the  river,  which  lasted 
four  days,  and  encountered  many  waterfalls  ;  and 
the  rai)ids  were  sometimes  so  swift  as  to  carry 
the  raft  ten  miles  an  hour.  "  J^iit,"  observes  Mr. 
Cormack,  "what  arrests  the  attention  most,  in 
gliding  down  the  stream,  is  the  extent  of  the 
Indian  fences  to  entrap  deer.  They  extend  from 
the  lake  downwards,  continuous  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  at  leavSt  thirty  miles,  with  openings 
here  and  theie,  for  the  animals  to  go  through, 
and  swim  across  the  river. 

"  Here,  then,  connecting  these  fences  with  those 
on  the  North-west  side  of  the  lake,  are  at  least 
forty  miles  of  couni/y,  easterly  and  westerly, 
prepared  to  intercept  all  the  deer  that  pass  that 
way,  in  their  periodical  migrations.  It  was  me- 
lancholy to  contemplate  the  gigantic,  yet  rude 
efforts  of  a  whole  primitive  nation,  in  their  anxiety 
to  provide  subsistence,  forsaken  and  going  to 
decay. 

There  must  have  been  hundreds  of  Red  Indians, 
and  that  not  many  years  ago,  to  have  kept  up 
tliese  fences  and  pounds.    As  their  numbers  were 
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lessened,  so  \v;is  tlicir  jritility  to  keep  tliern  up  for 
tlie  jtmposes  inteiHlvd,  .'m<l  now  ihn  deer  jmss 
tlir(»ML!:li  tlie  \vliole  line  nnniolested." 

Wv  infer,  tliut  tlie  few  of  these  people  wIki 
nmy  yet  sui'vive,  li:ive  tiiken  I'efu/xe  in  sonic 
sefpiestered  spot  in  flic  northeiMi  ])art  of  tlie  ishind, 
>vliei'e  tliey  Oiin  j)roenre  doer  to  siilisist  ii|)on. 

Mr.  Coi'niMek  renelied  tlie  sen,  ;ift(M*  si  j(>ni'n('y  cf 
thirty  dnys,  Mnd  iifter  huvin;;  made  ii  eii'cuif  nf 
two  hundred  .'ind  tweiifv  miles  in  the  KNmI  jii(ji;iii 
tei'ritory.  lie  (thtsiined  tVoni  Shiiniindithit,  and 
other  sources,  \i  short  voe!il)nl!iry  of  th(!  l;ui<rii;ii:(' 
(>f  this  lost  tribe,  of  from  two  to  threi^  huiKhid 
Witrds,  wliieli  ahonmh'd  in  (liphthon<rs,  and  states 
that  it  resemMed  less  the  other  !ndi;in  huiL'tiairis 
th;in  the  l''nroi)ean. 

The  Indians  he  had  taken  with  him  were  after- 
wards nnsneee^sfnlly  eni]iloyed  by  th(!  Pxt'otliiV 
tSoeiety,  to  trace  tlie  retreat  of  the  IJed  .Aleii.  It 
may  therefore  be  safely  e(»njeetnred,  the  raco  1iil< 
either  ranislied  from  thi;  things  that  he,  (U*  li;i> 
migrated  to  Labrador,  which  is  an  easy  tran.^itel 
ten  or  twelve  miles. 

Mary  Mar^h,  it  is  said,  had  hair  much  liketliar 
of  an  European,  but  was  of  a  copper  colour,  ^vitli 
Mack  eyes.     Her  natural  disi)osition  was  docile; 
and,  although  tifty  years  old,  she  was  very  active. 
and  her  whole  demeanour  agreeable  ;  in  tliis  iv- 
sp(\^t,  as  well  as  in  her  ai)])carance,  she  was  very 
diflei'ent  from  the  ^licmacs,  or  any  other  hidi.iii> 
we  are  acquainted  with,  as  was  also  Shananditt.'r, 
who  was  much  vounirer. 
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It  is  vain  i.ow  fo  attempt  to  trace  the  origin 
of  this  people;  they  hud  sonuitliiiig  in  coiniuoii 
witli  the  I'ost  of  the  \WA  l{a(ie  of  Aiueriea  and 
still  a  good  ileal  to  sepiiratt;  them.  'I'he  most 
curious  feature  is  their  d(!termine(J  al)horren(M3  of, 
luul  studied  (h;termination  not  to  mix  or  converse 
with,  tlu'ir  white  <lestr(»yers — .a  fact  strongly  di- 
viding them  from  the;  ('ontinental  fiidian,  who 
liiis  always  sooner  or  later  yielded  to  the  hearded 
stranger  from  the  rising  sun. 

Tiiat  stranger  has  st^cun^il  ;i,  t(;rriti)ry  which 
Ik*  never,  or  seldom,  visits,  by  tin;  destruction  of 
liis  i;ic(' — not  by  the  introduction  of  new  diseases, 
or  ])v  the  accursed  fn'f*  Wiit'-r,  but  sini|)Iy  by  the 
gun,  a  wiNipoii  which  thi;  Ivi'l  Indian  nev(!r 
wielded,  l)ut  which  his  other  enemies,  the  Micmac 
anil  th(!  Ksi[ui!naux,  with  whom  he  was  also  at 
ileudly  feud,  had  been  instrnete*!  in. 

The  waste  of  human  life  in  this  unnatiind  war 
oiui  never  be  known ;  it  reseml)les  only  the  reek- 
loss  extermination  of  the  great  auk,  or  penguin, 
by  the  tishermen  of  Newtbundland,  who,  whilst; 
(lostroyiug  tlie  bird  for  its  eggs,  forgot  that  they 
were  at  the  same  time  removing  a  landmark  set 
by  niiture  to  warn  their  felluw-mcii  of  the  ap- 
proach to  a  drea<lful  coast. 

In  like  numner,  self-interest  erased  another 
harmless  race  of  beings  on  these  shores,  and  the 
imliscriminating  slaughter  of  the  walrus  removed 
totally  a  valuable  animal  for  commercial  si)ecula- 
tion,  as  the  same  reckless  annual  slaught(;r  of  the 
pi  young  seal   is  now   so    rapidly  perfecting.     All 
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yields  before  the  power  of  gold, — the  furrier  kills 
the  Red  Indian  because  he  wishes  to  have  un- 
controlled possession  of  the  haunts  of  other  crea- 
tures, which  his  cupidity  is  also  exterminating,— 
the  seal-hunter  destroys  millions  of  young  animals, 
because  their  skins  are  better  for  trade  than  the 
older  ones, — the  whale-fisher  has  swept  the  icy 
north  of  the  leviathan,  and  the  walrus  has  disap- 
peared equally  with  the  penguin,  because  both 
furnished  a  ready  means  of  getting  gold. 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  I. 


COLUMBUS'  OFFERS  TO  HENRY  VII.  IN  1488. 


The  following  is  from  Hackluyt  and  Churchill's  Col- 
lection of  Voyages : — 

'•The  offer  of  the  discovery  of  the  West  Indies  hy 
Christopher  Columbus  to  King  Henry  Seuenth,  in 
the  yeere  1488,  the  13  of  February:  with  the  king's 
acceptation  of  the  offer,  and  the  cause  whereupon  hee 
^va8  depriued  of  the  same :  recorded  in  the  thirteenth 
chapter  of  the  History  of  Don  Fernand  Columbus, 
of  the  life  and  deeds  of  his  father,  Christopher  Co- 
lumbus." 

"  Christophero  Colon  temendo,  so  parimente  i  Re 
di  Castiglia  non  assentissero  alia  sua  imprcso,  non  gli 
bisognasse  proporla  di  nuouo  a  qualche  altro  principe ; 
et  cosi  ill  cio  passasse  lungo  tempo ;  mando  in  Inghil- 
terra  vn  suo  fratello,  che  haueua  appresso  di  se, 
chiamato  Bartholomeo  Colon ;  il  qual  quantunque 
non  hauGsse  Icttere  Latine,  era  pero  huomo  prattico, 
et  giudicioso  nelle  cose  del  mare,  et  sapea  molto  bene 
far  carte  da  nauigare,  et  sphere,  et  altsi  instrumenti 
di  quclla  profcssione,  como  dal  suo  fratello  era  in- 
strutto.  Partito  adunque  Bartholomeo  Colon  per 
Inghilterra,  voile  la  sua  sorte,  che  desse  in  man  di 
forjali,  i  quali  lo  spogliarono  insieme   con  gli  altri 
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(lella  sua  nauc.  Per  la  qual  cosa,  et  per  la  sva 
pouerta  ct  infirniita,  clic  in  cosi  diuerse  tcrre  lo 
assalirono  crudclmcnte,  })rolungo  per  gran  tempo  la 
sua  ambasciata,  fin  cbc,  a(|uistata  vn  poco  di  faculta 
con  le  carte,  ch'  ei  fabricatta,  comincici  a  far  pratiche 
CO  'il  Re  Enrico  settimo  padre  de  Enrico  ottaiio :  che 
al  presente  rcgna :  a  cui  appresento  vn  mappa  iiiondo 
nel  quale  crano  scritti  queste  versi,  che  fra  Ic  sue 
scriture  lo  trouai,  et  da  me  saranno  qui  posti  piu  tosto 
per  Tanticliita,  che  per  la  loro  eleganza. 

"  '  Terrarum  quicunque  cupis  facliciter  oras 
Nosccre,  curicta  decens  docte  pictura  decebit, 
Quam  Strabo  affirmat,  Ptolomaeas,  Pliniiis,  atquc 
Isidori:s  :   noii  vno  tainen  scntentia  cuiquc, 
Pingitur  bee  etiain  nuper  sulcata?  carinis 
Hispanis  Zona  ilia,  prius  igcognata  genti 
Tonida,  quae  tandem  nunc  est  notissima  multis.' 

"  Et  piu  di  sotto  dicena. 

"  '  Pro  Authore  siue  Pictore 

Janua?  cui  patriae  est  nomen,  cui  Bartholomeus 
Columbus  de  terra  Rubra,  opus  edidit  istad, 
Londonijs  anno  Domini  1480  atque  in  saper  anno 
Octavo,  decimucjue  die  cum  tertia  mensis 
Februarij,  Laudes  Christo  cantentur  abunde.' 

"  Et,  pcrcioche  accuertira  alcuno,  die  dice  Colum 
bus  de  Terra  Rubra,  dico,    che  medesimamentc  It 
viddi  alcuno  sotto  scrittioni  dell'  Ammiraglio,  prini( 
che  acquistasse  lo  stato,  on'  egli  si  sotto  scriuena,  Co- 
lumbus de  Terra  Rubra.     Ma,  tomando  al  Re  d'  In- 
ghiltcrra,  dico,  che,  da  lui  il  mappa  mondo  vcduto.et 
eio  che  I'Ammiraglio  gli  offereiua,  con  allegro  volw 
accetto  la  sua  offcrta,  et  mandolo  a  chiamare.   )k 
pcrchiochc  Dio  I'haueua   per  Castiglia  serbata,  p 
I'Ammiraglio  in  qual  tempo  era  audato,  ct  torni.: 
con  la   vittoria   della  sua   impresa,   sccondo  che  pf' 
ordine  si  raccontera  Lasciaro  hora  di  raccontar  ci . 
che  Barlomco  Colon  haueva  negociato  in  Inghiltfm| 
ct  tomaro  all'  Ammiraglio,''  &c. 
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TJic  .same  in  EnfjUsh. 

"  Christopher  Cohimbus,  fearing  least  if  tlie  King  of 
Castile  in  like  manner  (as  the  King  of  Portugall  had 
done )  should  not  condescend  unto  his  enterprise,  he 
sliould  be  inforced  to  offer  the  same  againe  to  some 
other  prince,   and   so    much   time    should    be    spent 
therein,  sent  into  England  a  certaine  brother  of  his 
v.hich  he  had  ^vith  him,   whose  name  was    Bartho- 
lomew Columbus,  who,  albeit  he  had  not  the  Latinc 
tongue,  yet,  neuerthelesse,  was  a  man  of  experience 
and  skilfull  in  sea  causes,  and  could  very  wel  ninke 
sea  cards  and  globes,  and  other  instruments  belonging 
to  that  profession,  as  he  was  instructed  by  his  brother. 
Wherefore,   after   that  Bartholomew   Columbus   was 
departed  for  England,  his  lucke  was  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  pirates,  which  spoiled  him  with  the  rest  of 
them  that  were  in  the  ship  which  he  went  in.     Upon 
wliich  occasion,   and  by  reason  of  his  pouerty  and 
sicknessc,  which  cruelly  assaulted  him  in  a  country  so 
fjirre  distant  from  his  IHends,  he  deferred  his  embas- 
sage for  a  long  while,  vntille  such  time  as  he  had 
gotten  somewhat  handsome   about  him  with  making 
of  ;-ca  cards.     At  lenth  he  began  to  deal  with  King 
Henry  the  Seuenth,  the  father  of  Henry  the  Eight 
"which  rcigneth  at  this  present ;  vnto  whom  he  pre- 
jsented  a  mappe  of  the  world,  wherein  these  verses 
vrore  written,  which  I  found  among  his  papers :  and 

Iwill  here  set  them  downe,  rather  for  their  antiquity 

then  for  their  goodness  : — 

^     "  '  Thou  wliicli  desirelh  easily  the  coasts  of  lande  to  know, 
I  This  comely  mappe  right  learnedly  the  same  will  shew  ; 

Which  Strabo,  Plinie,  Ptolomew  and  Isodore  maintaine, 
\ot  for  all  that  they  do  not  all  in  one  accord  remaine. 
Hero  also  is  set  down,  the  late  discouered  burning  Zone 
By  Portingals,  vnto  the  world  which  wI;ilom  was  vikowen, 
Whereof  tiie  knowledgu  now  at  length  tliorow  ail  the  world   is 
bloweii.' 
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*'  And  a  little  under  ho  added, 

"'  For  the  Author  or  llio  Drawer, 

IIo,  wliosL'  (leare  native  soile,  hight  stati'ly  Gonii.i, 
Even  he  wlioso  ii.imo  is  IJartlioIoniu.v  Colon  do  Forr.i  Rubra, 
Tlic  yoaro  of^raco  a  thousand  and  four  hundred  and  four  scon' 
And  I'ight,  and  on  tlie  tliirteentli  day  of  Fcl)ruary  inori' ; 
In  London  puhli.shed  this  work*.   To  Christ  all  laudf  tliL'rdon; 

*' And  because  some  peradventure  may  observv 
that  he  calletli  himselfe  ('olumhus  de  Terra  Uiihra,  1 
say,  that  in  like  manner  I  have  seene  some  subscrip- 
tions of  my  father,  (yln-istopher  Columbus,  before  he  lid 
the  deijree  of  iVdmirall,  wherein  he  siiriied  his  name 
thus — C\)luml)us  de  'IVrra  Rul)ra.  But  to  return  f 
the  Kinjr  of  Euijrland.     I  say,  that  after  he  had  ,; 
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the    map,    and    that    which    my  father,    Christoiihtr 
(^)luinl)us,  i)tfere(l   vnto  him,    he  accepted   the  otfo: 
Avith  iovfuli  countenance,  and  sent   to  calle  him  iiiti 
Kuixland.     But    because    Heaven    had    reserved  ilic 
yavd   otfer  for   Castile,   (%jlumbus  was    o-one   in  tlii> 
menne  space,  and  also  returne<i  with  the  perfoiinaiic: 
of  iiis   enterprize,  as   hereafter  in  onhu*  siiall  hi'  re- 
liearsed.      Now   will    I   leaue    off   from    making  air. 
further  mention  of  that   wbicii   Barthoh)ine\v  CoId:; 
had  ncixociatcd  in  Enyrland,  and  I  will  return  vnto  the 
Admirall,"  Sec. 


COLUMBUS'  OFFEii   TO  HEMIV  VIL,  FROM 
HACKLUYT. 

*'  Another  testimony  taken  out  of  tlie  60  eliapier 
of  tlie  foresayd  History  of  Ferdinando  Cohimln;'. 
concern i nor  tfie  offer  that  Bartholomew  (^uliiiniiii^ 
made  to  Ivin<»;  Henry  the  Seucntb,  on  the  hchalliu" 
his  brother  Christopher." 

"  Tornato  adun(]ue  TAmmiraglio  dcllo  scoprisnion:, 
di    Cuba   ct   di    Giamaca,    trono    nella    Spagiui.'!.' 
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llartoloiiu'o   ('olon    sno  iratcllo,   (jm'll(\  die   cr.i  (z'ui 

;mdat()  a  trattarc  jiccordo  col  Rv  tl'lMfziljiltciTa   sopra 

lo  scropriiiuMito  dclla   Indie,  conic  di   sopra   liahiarn 

dt'tto.     Qiicsto  poi,    ritoinandi   scuo  verso    (!astiLili;i 

con  capitoli  conccduti,  liaucna    iiitcso  a   I*ari<ii  dal  re 

Carlo  <li  IraiK'ia,  rAiiimiraLrlio  sno  fVatello  luuier  gi;i 

scopiTtc  riiulie:   per  die  tcli  soueime  per  poter  I'ar  il 

Viaij;t!;io  di  cento  scudi.      Et  Ancn^ia   ehe   ])er  cota! 

mioua  cgli  si  iosse  molto  atlrctato,  ])er  arrivar  TAni- 

inira'dio  in    Spagna,    (piando  non  diincno  giunse    ti 

Siuitilia,  egli  era  gia  tornato  alle  Indie   ct)  17  nanigli. 

IV'R'he,  ]ier  assegnir  (pianto  ei  gli  hanena  lasciatn,  die 

<iil)it()  al  prineipio  dell  anno  del    1494,  sen'  ando  a,  i 

Re  ("atholici,  meuando  seco  Don    Diego   Colon,  niio 

Iratcllo,  et  nie  ancora,  acchioche  servissinio  di  paggi 

III  scrcnissimo  prinei|)e    Don   Giovanni,   11  (pial  viua 

ill  trloria,  si   conic  hanea  coinniandato   la   (^atholica 

Hciua  doiiiia  Isabella,  clie  alhora   era  in  Vagliadolid. 

Tofto  adiHKjiie  ehe  noi  ginngemnio,  i  Re  chiainarono 

Don  Bartolumco  et  niadiaronlo  alia  Spagnnola  centre 

iiaiii,"  t*v:c. 

Thf  same  in  EikjUsIi. 

"  Clirlstopher  Cohnnbns,  the  admiral,  being  retm'ned 
from  ilie  diseouerv  of  Cuba  and  Jamaica,  fonnd  in 
nLNpaniola  his  brother  Bartholomew  Columbns,  who 
i);.'tnre  had  becne  sent  to  intreat  of  an  aijrecmcnt  with 
the  King  of  England  for  the  discoucry  of  the  Indies, 
a<?  we  have  sayd  before.  This  Bartholomew,  therc- 
loic,  returning  into  Castile,  with  the  capitulations 
I  granted  by  the  King  of  England  to  his  brother,  vn- 
(Krstoud  at  Paris  by  Charles,  the  King  of  France, 
tliai  the  adinirall,  his  brother,  had  already  performed 
tl  at  discoucry;  whereupon  the  French  king  gauc 
MUo  the  Bartholomew  an  hundred  French  crownes  to 
buire  Ills  charges  into  Soaine.     And  albeit,  he  made 
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groat  Imsto  vpon  this  t^ood  iicwcs  to  moot  wiili  tin 
Admirall  in  Spain,  yot  at  liis  conmiinsi;  to  Scnil,  hi. 
hrothor  was  alroady  rotuniod  to  tlio  Indies  with  sciki). 
teone  sailo  ot'sliipps.  Wliorol()fo,  to  riiKlll  that  uliidi 
ho  liail  U'l'l  liini  in  ohari^'o  in  the  hoiriiiiiii)n|  of  tl,, 
yoar  14f)-l,  ho  ropairod  to  tho  Cathohko  prinoos,  lakiiii; 
witli  him  Diogo  ('oh)n,  my  l)r()thor,  and  iiic  mIxi, 
which  woro  to  ho  ])rot'onvd  as  ))aii;os  to  liis  Ilii!;lllu^^ 
Don  .Inan,  as  liad  I)0(mi  appoint(>d  hy  tho  most  v\(\]. 
lont  Ladv  Jsaboll,  whioh  was  thon  in  Vaiidolid.  \. 
soono,  tliorol'oro,  as  wc  oamo  lo  tlio  oonrt,  the  \mwv 
callod  for  Don  narthoh)mow,  and  sont  liim  to  H;.. 
paniola  witli  throo  ship])s,"  S:o. 

Tlio  roador  is,  ])orhaps,  not  awaro  that  tho  ori^iiia 
Avork  of  Don  Fordinan<l  (\)hnnbns  appoars  to  liavi 
boon  K)st,  and  tliat  tho  short  aooonnt  l)v  C' lumbiiv 
himsolf  of  his  discovory  sharod  tho  samo  iiitc.  (I: 
tho  formor,  liowovor,  thoro  oxists  an  Itahan  tniiislatiini, 
now  vory  rare,  by  Alplionso  I'lloa;  tlio  Spanish  edi- 
tion, by  Baroia,  of  1741),  boint;  a  misorablo  traiislaiidii 
from  tlio  old  Italian  vorsion. 

Tho  host  Kiiii'lish  iransla.tion   fiom  tho  itiiiiaii  cdp' 
iS  that  Ljivon  in  C^lmrohiirs  CoUootion  of  Vovaw; 
Travels,  in  folio,  4  vols.,  J.ondon,  1704. 

Tho  lottor  of  Cohimbns,  whatever  may  have 
its  fate  in  tho  original,  lias  been  ])reserved  in  a  iiaiii 
'"opy,  datotl  soon  after  tho  discovory,  the  title  l' 
which  is, — 

"  Colombi  (Christoferi)  I^pistola,  do  Tnsiilis  Iinii.i 
supra  (Jangem  nupor  invoiitis,  ad  (lal)riolein  Saiuli;-. 
l^^uidcr  do  Coseo  llispano  idiomate  in  Lalinun: 
convcrtit,  tcrtii  Kal.  Maii  1493.  Pontificatiis  Alex- 
andri  VI.  anno  primo.     Koma\" 

This  rare  and  most  interesting  work  is  in  four  Icavi? 
only,  of  wliich  one  copy  is  in  the  royal  librarv  i: 
Madrid  ;  and  some  voars  ago  1  traced  anotlior.  ^viiie: 
■was  then  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Fazackcrly,  31.1 
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APPENDIX  11. 


HISTORICAL  MEMOIRS  OF  SIR  JOHN  CALOT. 
From  "  Campbell's  Liccs  of  the  Admirals"  p.  HI']. 

The  Venetians,  throuf:;hout  tlie  wliolc  century,  and, 
indeed,  for  some  a^cs  before,  were  by  far  the  most 
general  traders  in  Europe,  and  had  their  factories  in 
most  of  the   northern  kingdoms  and  states  for  the 
better   management   of  their   affairs.*     In   Eiiglaiid, 
especially,    many  of  them   settled,    at    London  aiul 
Bristol  particularly ;  and  in  this  last  place  dwelt  Julin 
Gabota,  Gabot,  or,  as  our  writers  usually  call  him, 
John  Cabot,  of  whom  we  are  to  speak,    lie  had  been 
long  in  England,  since  his  son   Sebastian,  who  was 
born  at  Bristol,  was  old  enough  to  accompany  him  in 
his  first  voyage  :t  he  was,  it  seems,  a  man  pcrfcetlv 
skilled  in  all  the  sciences  recpiisite  to  form  an  accom- 
plished seaman,  or  a  general  trader;  and  having  heard 
much  of  Columbus's  expedition,  he  addressed  him- 
self to  the  king  with  proposals  for  making  like  disco- 
veries, in  case  he  met  with  due  encouragement. 

His  oflfer  was  readily  accepted ;  and  the  king,  bv 
letters  patent,  dated  March  the  oth,  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  him,  by  the  name  ot  Job 

*  Libel  of  English  Polity  in  keeping  the  Narrow  Sea,  chap,  vii,- 
ix.  in  Hackluyt,  v.  i.,  p.  193.  Sir  Win.  jNIonson's  Naval  Tmck 
p.  442,  443.      i'.  Ch.irkvoix,  Ilistoire  de  la  Nouvclle  Fiaiict', ; ::; 

i-.P-  4. 

■(■  Petri    Martyris   ab  Anglesia  de   Novo    Orbe,  tlcc.  iii.,  "!)■  '•'•■ 
Lojtez  de  Gomara  Historia  General  de  las  Indias,  lib.  ii.,  c.  iv.   .V> 
vigatione  et  Viaggi  raccolti  da  M.   Gio_  Batt.     Ramii.'io,  torn,  ::: 
iniproemio. 
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Cabot,  citizen  of  Venice,  and  to  his  three  sons,  Lewis, 
Sebastian,  and  Sanctins,  leave  to  discover  unknown 
lands,  and  to  concjuer  and  settle  them,  with  many  j)ri- 
vilej^es,  reservinij;  only  to  himself  one-fiftli  part  of  the 
neat  })rofits,  and  with  this  single  restraint,  that  the 
ships  they  fitted  out  should  be  obliged  to  return  to 
the  port  of  Bristol.* 

Though  these  letters-j)atcnt  were  granted  in  149.>, 
vet  it  was  the  next  year  before  they  proceeded  to  send 
out  any  ships;  and  then  John  Ca]>ot  had  a  permission 
from  the  king  to  take  six  English  ships  in  any  haven 
of  the  realm,  of  the  burden  of  two  hundred  tons  and 
under,  with  as  many  mariners  as  should  be  willing  to 
go  with  him.f 

In  consequence  of  this  licence,  the  king,  at  his  own 
expense,  caused  a  ship  to  be  C([uippcd  at  Bristol ;  to 
this,  the  merchants  of  that  city  and  of  London  added 
three  or  four  small  vessels,  freighted  with  propei* 
conniiodities ;  which  fleet  sailed  in  the  spring  of  the 
vcar  1497.1: 

Our  old  chronicle-writers,  particularly  Fabian,§. 
tell  us  of  a  very  rich  island  which  John  Cabot  pro- 
mised to  discover,  but  in  this  they  seem  to  mistake 
the  uKitter,  for  want  of  thoroughly  understanding  the 
subject  of  which  they  were  writing.  John  Cabot 
was  too  wise  a  man  to  pretend  to  know,  before  he  saw 
it,  what  country  he  should  discover,  whether  island  or 
continent;  but  what  he  proposed  was,  to  find  a  nortli- 
west  passage  to  the  Indies,  so  that  he  appears  to  have 
reasoned  in  the  same  manner  that  Columbus  did,  who 
imagined  that,  as  the  Portuguese  by  sailing  cast  came 
to  the  west  coast  of  the  Indies,  so  he,  by  sailing  west, 
might  meet  their  opposite  shore.     This,  with  his  dis- 

*  Rynier's   Focdera,  tom.   xii.    p.   595;    Hackluyt's    Collection  of 
^oyaj;i;s,  torn.  iii.  j?.  4.  f   Ibid.  p.  5. 

I  Fabian's  Ciiroiiicles,  as  hereafter  cited.  $   IbiJ.     Stowo. 
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covering  ihc  island  of  Baccalaos,  or   NcwfoundlaiKl, 
was  certainly  the  source  of  this  storv. 

Jolin  Cabot,   havinjr  his  son   Sebastian  with  li'-:!, 
sailed,  ha])j)ily,  on  their  north-west  course  till  the  l?4t!i 
of  June  i4J)7,  about    five  in  the  ni()rnin<j;,  when  tlicy 
first   discovered    laud,    which    John    Cabot,    for   thai 
reason,  called  Prima  V'tstn — that  is,  first  seen.   Anotlur 
island,  less  than  the  first,  he  styled  the  island  of  St. 
John,  because  it  was  found  on  the  feast  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist.     He  afterwards  sailed  down  to  Cape  Florida, 
and    then    returned    with    a    good    cargo    and   iluvo 
savages   on  board  into  England,   where  it  seems  he 
was  knighted  for  this  ex])loit,  since  on  the  map  of  liis 
discoveries,  drawn   by  his  son   Sebastian,  and  cut  liy 
Clement  Adams,  which  hung  in   the  privy  gallerv  at 
Whitehall,   there  was  this  inscription  under  the  iiii- 
thor's   picture — Effyjici^  Sch.    Ctthoti,  jbu/li,  JiUl  Jo. 
(\th(>f/,    Votrfitnti,  niUitis  (iiirati,  \r.* 

This  was  a  very  important  discovery,  since,  in 
truth,  it  was  the  first  time  the  continent  of  Anicric:i 
had  been  seen,  CV)lumbus  being  unacfiuaintcd  thciv- 
with  till  his  last  voyage,  which  was  the  year  follow- 
ing, when  he  coasted  along  a  part  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Darieii.  It  is  somewhat  strani>-c  that  our  Knif-li^ii 
writers  have  delivered  these  matters  so  confiiscdlv, 
especially  such  as  lived  under  the  reigns  of  Qiiccii 
Eli/abctli  and  King  James  I.,  and,  consequenllv,  in 
and  near  the  time  of  his  ^ju  ;  yet  so  inaccurate  arc 
their  relations,  that  some  have  been  induced  from 
thence  to  doubt  whether  John  Cabot  made  any  iii<- 
covcrics  at  all.f  The  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  PurcluiN  to 
whose  labours  the  world  is  so  much  indebted,  di- 
covers  a  good  deal  of  distaste  that   America  should 


*   Ilai'lJiivt's  Vovngcs,  vol.  iii.  p.  (i.      Purchas's  Pilgiimf,  vu!,  i:i. 
pp.  4G1,  807'. 

f   Lcdiard's  Naval  History,  vol.  i,  p.  8G. 
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1)0  so  called,  from   Americus  Vcsputius,  tuul  assorts 
tliat  it  otiglit  rathor  to  be  oallod  Cal)<)tiana,  or  Sobas- 
tiaiiii,  l)ccauso,  says  lio,   Sebastian  Cabot   discovered 
more  of  it  than  Aniericiis,  or  Columbus  liiinself/      In 
Stovvet    '"^'^d    Speed, I    we    liud    this    very   disoovery 
ascribed  wholly  to  Sebastian,  without  any  mention  of 
his  father;  and  yet,  in  Fabian's  Chronicle,  who  lived 
ill  those   days,   we   have   these   two   remarkable    pas- 
sages:— "  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  Kin^  Henry  VII. 
!l)y  moans  of  one  John   C'abol,   a  \'enetian,  which 
made  liimsclf  very  cxnert  and  cunninpj  in  the  know- 
lodge  of  the  circuit  ot   die  world,  and  islands  of  the 
same,   as   by  a  sea  card,   and  other  demonstrations 
reasonable,  he  sliewed),  the  kinp;  caused  to  man  and 
vicinal  a  ship  at  Bristol,  to  search  for  an  island,  which 
he  said  he  knew  well  was  rich,  and  re])lenished  with 
sireat   commodities ;    which   shij),   thus   manned   and 
victualled   at    the    king's    cost,    divers    merchants    of 
London  ventured  in  her  small  stocks,  ))cing  in  her,  as 
ehicf  patron,  the  said  Venetian,     And  in  the  com- 
nanv  of  the  said  sliip,  sailed  also  out  of  Bristol,  tlu'co 
or  tour  small  shij>s,  freighted   with  shght  and  gross 
aicrchandisc — as  coarse  cloth,  caps,  laces,  points,  and 
other  trifles,  and  so  departed  from  Bristol  in  the  begin- 
ning of  May,  of  whom,  in  this  mayor's  time,  returned 
no  tidings." 

Under  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  same  king's  reign, 
he  tells  us — "  There  were  brought  unto  hinv'  (i.e., 
Henry  VII.)  "  three  men  taken  in  the  new-found 
island:  tliese,"  says  he,  "-were  clothed  in  beasts' 
skins,  whom  the  king  kept  a  time  after  ;  of  the  which, 
:  iibout  two  years  after,  I  saw  two,  apparelled  after  the 
manner  of  Englishmen,  in  Westminster  Palace,  v.-hich 
ai  that  time  I  could  not  discern  from  En2:lishmen,  till 


*  Pilgrimage,  p.  602.  f  Annals,  p.  480. 

X   Ciironicles,  p.  744. 
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ri\ir;,  ti  ;i|i]M>MVs,  iVum  llw  Ix'sl  jiuIIkhiIv  iIuiI  ciu 
1»«>  (Irsurd.  I'liil  ol  !i  r<tnl<'nmorMrN  wiiln.  llii',  iji 
rcxcrv  wns  ii,.nlr  Ky  Su  .lolni  ('mIioI,  llir  ImiIki  (,| 
S«'I)!\sli.'iii  ;  .'ind.  indeed.  s<»  imirli  \m"  mi}j|il  li;ivr 
frntixMrd.  il  v.f  li.-ul  \\;inhMl  (liis  niillioiiU,  litr  Sc|);i>. 
liMii  ( ';il>(>l  l)(MHj.v.  MS  we  sIimII  sec  linrMllcr,  mIivc  m 
|."),")7,  il  is  plMiti  lIiMl,  Ml  llir  linir  this  \(^m<m-  w.i. 
niM(lo.  Ito  ronld  iiol  lie  nltoxr  (wcnly  NCMisold.  wlicn, 
llnMigh  lir  niisdil  M(M'oiu|>MnN    Ins  ImiIu  r,  ncI,  <  (m  ImiiiK. 
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liims<dl.*  Il  is  |)ml)Ml>lc  iIimI  .lolin  ( 'mI)(>I  {\\i  A  m 
l'.n!i,lMi\d.  Inil  when  or  win  rr  i;  imcnlMin,  mI  Ici.i  (in 
Min  lliino   I  IiM\  o  \c:\{\. 

V\\vvr    \^.    iiidiMMl,    Mnolli(>r    mccomiiI    oI'    ihis  ;i|),;ii, 
\\hi«lt    sM|>|>o'^(\s    iliM<    Sir  .lolm    (*mI»oI.    willi    In,    ,,,11 
Sidiaslinn,    sMilcd    lor    llir    discoxciv    ol    m    iiorlii-wc^: 
PMs^Mo*"  Ix'lor*'  ihis  »'\|>i'dilioii.  1>\   llic  tonmI  miiIiioi  h  ,, 
M>id   ih.il.  in  llus  \o\Mir(\  lliov  IiMtl    ■  i;_!,ltl  ol'  ih,'   1  Lmd 
wliirh  WMs  MlhM'NNMrds  CMllrd    NrwroMiidlMiid.       in  ihi^ 
oninion    1    diiMild    mIso    incline,    il    il    < onid    lie  cjcnl, 
r(^(N>nrUc»l    lo    llic    MUlluMilics   wliicli    Iim\(>    hci  n   |i|ii- 
duciMi    nnd    fonsid(M(Ml     willi     iIk-    }vt<Mlcs|    MllciUiiiii 
At    nil    r\(MUs.    w  InclicN  ("f   \)v    llic    line  accoiiiii.   (|ii> 
inMM,  Sir  .lohn  (\*il)ol.  wms   iIu*   orioinMl   disc()\(  ivr,  nt 
yvlui'h  honom'  \\c  on<;ln    nol    lo  \)r  tl(',sj)()d(>(l   vww  li\ 
liis  son.  ot    \\  lioni  wc  sluill  mIso  trwc  soiik"   iii('iii()ii<  1:1 
\\\c\v  yvoy^cv    y\i\cc.\       At    prcscnl,   wr    will   coiicliii!! 


*  riiis  liiM.iil  li;is  bi'on  •dllrrli'il  I'lDtn  INIi.  'riKtiiii'" .  ,  nl"  llii'.lir 
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of  ^^^toI.  who,  \\\  onnjiiiulion  wiili  !M  t .  I'.liiol,  (iiudni'l  llicCilv!.' 
ns  mImi  tVom  Sol'.isi  i:\ii  ('iiImm''  im\  m  .u'i  huiU^,  iikI  lium  tlic  iiii.i:!.'  ' 
ll.ukluM.   I'lKn.  ;iuil   riinlias. 

■f  rio  i-iMri>iliT  ol'  lli("'->'  ini'inoii"-  iMriiol  liinc  icid  linli.ihi  i  ili" 
5t;\tlMroi>(  ;\tliM',liM'l\  .  MJH'l;'  111  .U'lCllIll  ol'  .liilill  ( 'illiol  s  (li.lli  : 
jiixfii;  M'v'  t'liapti'l  lilst  ol'  lliis  «oik.  As  t'oi  Sijiiisl  lui  luin,'!' 
■\vn:ii!l.it  |v\oiit\   to  JM  o'-i'vrU"  ll'r  (li'-co\'ci  \ ,  \\  I'   li.nc  (i:;l\  liiii'i^ii 
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Tliis  frriillciium  \v;is  llic  son  of  lli;it  cmiiHiit 
\('I1(Ii;m)  |hIoI,  Sir  .loliii  ('mIioI,  i,\  vvlioin  vvc  luivc 
^ivni  some  ;iccoiml  lici«lof(>ic.  II<-  \v;m  horn  at 
Hrislol,  ;ihoiil  llic  year  I  177,  niid  llicrt  lore  Mi'. 
StrYjic  is  iiiisliikcii  when  lir  Irlls  \\h  lh:it  he  v.ns  an 
ll;iiiaii,  inio  which  he  was  led  hy  the  name  fi'-  iihI 
will)  ill  ihc  MS.  fVoiM  \vh<'iic('  he  (•o|>i«'d  his  rciii.iikK 
viz.,  S(ilt(isli<iii<)  Ca/xifo,* — an  iiiaccmacy  roinriiori 
('ii(Mi<i;li  with  onr  old  wrilcis,  who  aflrcl  to  var 
ftirciKii  iiMincs  straiifi!;<'ly,  a.  folly  with  whirh  the  I'rciK 
arc  siijl  inrcctcd,  inscMnucii  that  it.  is  a  diflicult  thiii^ 
to  uiKlfistand  l"ain;lisli  jirojicr  names,  even  in  their 
latest  ,111(1  hest  historians.  Schastian  was  educated 
1>}'  his  i'athcr,  in  the  study  of"  those  parts  of"  the  mafhe- 
iiiatics  which  were    tlieii    best,   understood,   especially 

thr  (,iily   ;icri>   ;,t,   wliitii    men   like    Sir    Walter    Kalilgli    he^Niii    their 
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arithmolic,  fyooinofrv,  nnd  cosniofrrnphv  ;  and  by  thai 
t'mio  he  was  s(>V(Mit(HMi  vonrs  old,  he  luul  nuulo  several 
trips  to  son,  in  order  to  add  to  liis  thcoretieal  notions 
a  eonipetent  skill  in  th(^  praetieal  j>art  of  navi^ntion; 
and  in  like  manner  wcmv  bred  the  rest  of  his  thtlu-r's 
sons,  who  heeanie  also  eminent  men  and  settled 
abroad— one  in  (ienoa,  the  other  in  Venice.' 

The  first  voyage  of  eonsecjnence  in  which  Sehasijaii 
('a!)ot  was  engaged,  seems  to  have  been  that  made  by 
his  father  for  the  discovery  of  the  north-w(^st  ])assa''('. 
of  which  we  have  <z;iyen  some  acconnt  before.-|  This 
^yas  in  1197,  and  certainly  first  tanght  our  seamen  a 
]>assai>;e  to  North  America  ;  but  whether  S(>l)astian 
C'abot  did  not,  after  the  decease  of  his  father,  j)rosc- 
cule  his  desi<»;n  and  make  a  more  ])erfect  (hscoverv  n\ 
the  coasts  of  the  Newfoundland,  is  a  great  doubt  with 
me,  Ix^cause  I  fmd  such  incongruous  relations  of  this 
voyaiic  in  different  authors.!  For  instance,  Peioi 
jNIartyr,  who  was  intimately  accpiainted  with.  S'h 


tian. 


and   wrote  in  a  manner  from   his  ow 


n   nioi 


:th, 


says,  that  the  yoyage  wherein  he  made  his  great  dis- 
covery towards  tlie  north  was  performed  in  two  >hi])s, 
titled  out  at  his  own  ex]HMise,§  which  by  no  incaiis 
agrees  with  his  father's  exnechtion,  wherein  wei 


pci 


ir  0111- 


iinvi 


ployed  one  stout  shi}>  of  the  king's  and  four  beloii 
to  the  merchants  of  Bristol.  ||  Besides  tliis.  a  vtiv 
intelligent  Spanish  writer,  wlio  is  yery  exact  in  iii> 
chronology,  tells  us,  that  when  Cabot  sailed  at  tlu' 
expense  of  King  Henry  VII.,  in  order  to  make  di" 
coveries  towards  tlie  north,  he  passed  beyond  Capo 
Labrador  somewhat  more  than  fifty-eight  deo;roc>  ol 
north   latitude  :   then   turning   towards   the  west,  he 


*    Roniarks  on  Ilackluyt's  MS. 
t   In  the  Lite  of  J(ilin  Cabot,  p.  012. 

j    As  appears,  In-  comparing  tlic  accounls  in  Hackluyt  witli  tlioson 
Puvclias.  and  in  the  History  of 'IVavel,  l)y  Eden, 

i^    Dccaii.,  iii.  cap.  G.         '    ||    l-'abian's  IMS.  Clironicle.  .\.n.  14')" 
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Milled  along  the  coast  lo  thirty-eight,  degrees,  which 
airrees  very  well  with  our  accounts  of  John  Cabot's 
voyager  bnt  Rannisio,  (he  Italian  collector,  who  had 
the  letter  of  Sebastian  Cabot  before  him  when  he 
wrote,  speaks  of  a  voyage  wherein  he  sailed  north, 
and  hy  west,  to  sixty-seven  degrees  and  a  half,  and 
would  have  procectled  I'urther  if  lie  had  not  been  hin- 
dered by  a  nnitiny  anioug  his  sailors.f 

The  writers  in   those  days  had  no  precision  :  they 
set  down  facts  very  confusedly,  withotit  nnich  attend- 
inti;  to  circunistances,   and   were    still    less   solicitous 
about  dates,  which  gives  those  who  come  Jifter  them 
nuieh  trouble,  and  yet  seldom  attaining  any  certainty, 
wliieh,  I  must  acknowledge,  is  the  case  here.     It   is, 
however,  probable    that    Sebastian    made    more   than 
one,  perhaps  more  than  two  voyages  into  these  parts, 
hv  virtue  of  Kiug  Henry  VIl/s  counnission  ;  and,   if 
80,  he  well  deserved  the  character  Sir  William  Mon- 
son  has  given  of  him,|  and  of  his  iui])ortant  discove- 
ries, which  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  see  in  his 
own  words:  the  authority  of  the  writer,  from  bis  per- 
fect  knowledge    of  the    subject,   being   of  as    much 
wcii]i;lit  as  the  facts  he  mentions  : — "  To  come  to  the 
particulars  (says  he)  of  augmentation  of  onr  trade,  of 
our  })lantations,   and   our  discoveries,  because  every 
man  shall   have   his   due  therein,   I   will    begin  with 
Newfoundland,   King  npon    the    main    continent    of 
America,  wliicli  the  King  of  Spain  challenges  as  first 
discoverer  :  but  as  we  acknowledge  the  King  of  Spain 
the  first  light  of  the   west   and   south-west  parts  of 
America,  so  we,  and  all  the  world  must  confess,  that 
we  were  the  first  that  took  possession  for  the  crown 
of  England  of  the  north  part  thereof,  and  not  above 

*  Lopez  lie  Gomara.     Hist,  de  Iiid.  Occident.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  4. 
t  In  tiis  preface  to  the  third  volume  of  liis  excellent  collection. 
t  In  the  large  collection  called  Churcliiirs  Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  J39u  ; 
and  liis  character,  p.  401. 
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two  years  difference  between  the  one  and  the  otiicr. 
And  as  the   Spaniards  have  from  that  day  and  yc;ir 
held  their  possession  in  tlie  west,  so  have  we  done 
the  Hke  in  the  north  ;  and  though  tliere  is  no  respect 
in  comparison  of  tlie   wealth  betwixt  the  countrie.'S, 
yet  En<rland  may  boast  that  the  discovery,  from  the 
year  aforesaid   to  this  very  day,   hath  afforded    the 
subject  annually  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  and  increased  the  number  of  many  a  good 
ship  and  mariners,  as  our  western  parts  can  witness, 
by    their   fishing   in    Newfoundland.       Neither    can 
»Spain  challenge  a  more  natural  right  than  we  to  the 
discovery,  for  in  that  case  we  are  both  alike. 

*'  If  we   deal  truly  with   others,   and  not  deprive 
them  of  their  right,  it  is  Italy  that  must  assume  the 
discovery  to  itself,  as  well  in  the  one  part  of  America 
as  in  the  other.     Genoa  and  Christopher  Columhus 
by  name  must  carry  away  the  praise  of  it  from  Spain; 
for  Spain  had  not  that  voyage  in  agitation,  or  thouglit 
of  it,  till  Columbus   not  only  proposed   but  accom- 
plished it.    The  like  may  be  said  of  Sebastian  Cabot,* 
a  Venetian,  who,  by  his  earnest  intercession  to  Henry 
VII.,  drew  him  to  the  discovery  of  NewfoundL'ind, 
iind  called  it  by  ^he   name  of  Baccaha,  an  Indian 
name  for  fish,  from  the  abundance  of  fish  upon  that 
roast."' 

This  plainly  shews  the  great  sagacity  and  unbiassed 
impartiality  of  this  ingenious  author,  who  points  very 
justly  to  those  advantages  (and  these  not  inconsider- 
able) which  had,  even  in  his  time,  accrued  to  this 
nation  from  these  discoveries,  and  fairly  prescribes 
to  Italy  the  honour  of  producing  those  incomparable 
persons  by  whom  they  were  made  ;  for  though  he  is 

*  Tliis  affords  a  farther  and  more  direct  proof  of  my  conjecture,  tiut 
Sebastian  Cabot  made  more  than  one  voyage  in  the  service  of  ilcnry 
VII.,  since,  from  what  our  author  says,  it  looks  as  if  lie  had  not  tii;'; 
found  tlie  country,  but  established  the  fishery  of  Newfoundland, 
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a  little  mistaken  in  the  name,  ascribing  to  Sebastian 
•Ahat  was  due  to  Sir  John  Cabot,  yet  he  is  right  as  to 
the  fact,  for  Sir  John  was  a  citizen  and  native  of 
Venice,  which  fully  justifies  his  compliment  to  Italy, 
tlic  mother  of  science,  and  the  nurse  of  the  fine 
arts. 

If  this  worthy  man  had  performed  nothing  more, 
his  name  ought  surely  to  have  been  transmitted  to 
future  times  with  honour,  since  it  clearly  appears  that 
Newfoundland  hath  been  a  source  of  riches  and  naval 
power  to' this  nation,  from  the  time  it  was  discovered, 
as  well  as  the  first  of  our  plantations ;  so  that,  with 
strict  justice,  it  may  be  said  of  Sebastian  (Jabot,  that 
he  was  the  author  of  our  maritime  strength,  and 
opened  the  way  to  those  improvements  which  have 
rendered  us  so  great,  so  eminent,  so  flourishing  a 
people.  Yet  we  have  no  distinct  accounts  of  what 
he  advised,  or  what  he  performed  for  upwards  of 
twentv  years  together,  wherein,  certainly,  so  able  a 
man  could  never  have  been  idle.  The  next  news  we 
hear  of  him  is  in  the  eighth  year  of  Henry  VIIL,  and 
our  accounts  then  are  none  of  the  clearest.* 

It  seems  that  Cabot  had  entered  into  a  strict  cor- 
respondence with  Sir  Thomas  Pert,  at  this  time  vice- 
admiral  of  England,  who  had  a  house  at  Poplar,  and 
procured  him  a  good  ship  of  the  ^king's,  in  order  to 
make  discoveries  ;t  but  it  looks  as  if  he  had  now 
changed  his  route,  and  intended  to  have  passed  by 
the  south  to  the  East  Indies  ;  for  he  sailed  first  to 
Brazil,  and  missing  there  of  his  purpose,  shaped  his 
course  for  the  islands  of  Hispaniola  and  Porto  Rico, 
where  he  carried  on  some  traffic,  and  then  returned, 
lailing  absolutely  in  the  design  upon  which  he  went, 
not  through  any  want  either  of  courage  or  conduct  in 

See  Wheelers  Discourse  of  Trade,  and  Captain  Luke  Fox's  Ac- 

covint  iif  the  North-west  I'iissage. 
t  Hackluyfs  Voyages,  vo!.  iii.  p.  496. 
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himself,  but  from  the  fear  and  faint-heartedness  of 
Sir  Thomas  Pert,  his  coadjutor,  of  which  we  have 
abunchmt  testimony  from  the  writings  of  a  person 
who  Hved  in  those  times.* 

This  disap})ointment,  in  all  pro})ability,  might  dis- 
pose   Sebastian    Cabot   to   leave  Eno-land  and   to  (ro 
over  to  Spain,  where  he  was  treated  with  very  great 
respect,  and  raised  as  high  as  his  profession  would 
admit,  being  declared  pilot-major,  or  chief  pilot,  of 
Spain  ;  and,  by  his  office,  entrusted  with  the  review- 
ing all  projects    for  discovery,    which  in  those  davj 
were  many  and  important.     His  great  capacitv  and 
approved  integrity  induced  many  rich  merchants  to 
treat  with  him,  in  the  year  1524,  in  relation  to  a 
voyage,  to  be   undertaken  at  their  expense,   by  ilie 
new-found   passage   of    Magellan   to   the  Molucca.*, 
which,  at  length,  he  accepted,  and  of  which  wc  have 
a  clear  account  in  the  writings  of  the  Spanish  histo- 
rian, Herrera.f 

He  sailed,  says  he,  about  the  beginning  of  April, 
1525,  first  to  the  Canaries,  then  to  the  islands  ot 
Cape  Verde,  thence  to  Cape  St.  Augustine,  and  the 
Island  of  Patos,  or  Geese  ;  and  near  Bahia  de  Todo? 
los  Santos,  or  the  Bay  of  All  Saints,  he  met  with  a 
French  ship.  He  was  said  to  have  managed  but  in- 
discreetly, as  wanting  provisions  when  he  came  to  the 
said  island ;  but  there  the  Indians  were  very  kind, 
and  supplied  him  with  provisions  for  all  his  ships,  but 
he  requited  them  very  indifferently,  carrying  awav 
with  him,  by  force,  four  sons  of  the  principal  men 
Tiience  he  proceeded  to  the  River  of  Plate,  having  lef; 
ashore,  on  a  desert  island,  Martin  Mendez,  (his  vice- 


*  See  the  dedication  of  a  piece  calicd  "  A  Treatise  of  Ng«'  Irdii, 
published  in  ',55.5,  by  IMr.  liichard  Eden,  and  addressed  to  the  jrej: 
Duke  of  Northumberland.  Gonsalvo  de  Oviedo  Hist.  Ind.  Oceid.,li5 
xix.  cap.  13. 

f  Decad.  iii.,  lib.  iii.  cap.  '2, 
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admiral,)  Captain  Francis   de  Rojas,  and  Michael  de 
Rojas,  because  they  censured  his  management ;  and 
in  conclusion,  he  Avent  not  to  the    Spice  Islands,  as 
well  because  he  had  not  provisions,  as  by  reason  the 
men  would  not  sail  under  him,  fearing  his  conduct  of 
the  vessel  in  the  straits,     lie  sailed  up  the  River  of 
Phue,   and   about  thirty  leagues  above   the    mouth 
found  an  island,  which  he  called  St.  Gabriel,  about  a 
Icaii'uc  in  compass,  and  half  a  league  to  the  continent 
to\vard3  Brazil.     There  he  anchored,  and  rowing  with 
the  boats  three  leagues  higher,  discovered  a  river  he 
called  San  Salvador^  or  St.  Saviour,  very  deep,  and  a 
safe  harbour  for  the  ships  on  the  same  side,  whither 
lie  brought  \\\^  his  vessels  and  unloaded  them,  because 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  there  was  not  nmch  water. 
llavint»;  built  a  fort  and  left  some   men  in  it,  he  re- 
solved  to  proceed  up  that  river  with  boats  and  a  Hat- 
bottomed  caravel,  in  order  to  make  discoveries,  think- 
inii  that  although  he  did  not  pass  the   straits  to  the 
Spice  Islands,   his  voyage   would  not   be   altogether 
fruitless.     Having  advanced  thirty  leagues,  he  came 
to  a  river  called  Zarcarana,  and   finding  the  natives 
thereabouts  a  good-natured,  rational  people,  he  erected 
another  fori,  calling  it  Santi  Spiritus — i.e.,  of  the  Holy 
I  Ghost ;  and  his  followers,  by  another  name — viz.,  Ca- 
bot's Fort. 
He  thence  discovered  the  shores  of  the  river  Pa- 
I  rana,  which  is  that  of  Plate,  where   he  found  many 
I  islands  and  rivers,  and,  keeping  along  the  greatest 
•stream,  at  the  end  of  two  hundred  leagues  came  to 
I  another  river,  to  which  the  Indians  gave  the  name  of 
IParaguay,  and  left  the  great  river  on  the  right,  think- 
iingit  bent  towards  the  coast  of  Brazil ;  and  running  up 
thirty-four  leagues,  found  people  tilling  the  ground — 
|;a  thing  which  in  those  parts  he  had  not  seen  before. 
:aherc  he  met  with  so  much  opposition  that  he  ad- 
I  vanced  no  further,  but  killed  many  Indians,  and  they 
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slew  U*'cnty-fivc  of  his  Spaniards,  and  took  three  that 
were  gone  to  gather  painicttoes,  to  cat.  At  the  same 
time  Cabot  was  thus  employed,  James  Garcia,  with 
the  same  view  of  making  discoveries,  had  entered  the 
River  of  Plate,  without  knowing  that  the  other  was 
there  before  him.  lie  entered  the  said  river  about 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1527,  having  sent  away  his 
own,  which  was  a  large  ship,  alleging  that  it  was  of 
much  too  great  burden  for  tlic  discovery,  and  with  the 
rest  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  same  place  where 
Cabot's  ship  lay,  directing  his  course,  with  two  bri- 
gantines  and  sixty  men,  towards  the  river  Parana, 
which  lies  north  and  north-west,  arrived  at  the  fort 
built  by  Cabot. 

About    one    hundred  and   ten   leagues  above  this 
fort,  he  found  Sebastian  Cabot  himself  in  the  fort  of 
St.  Anne,  so  named  by  the  latter,  and  after  a  short 
stay  there,  they  returned  together  to  the  fort  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  thence  sent  messengers  into  Spain. 
Those  who  were  despatched  by  Sebastian  Cabot  were 
Francis  Calderon  and   George   Barlow,  who  jrave  a 
very  fair  account  of  the  fine  countries  borderinjj;  on 
the  River  La  Plata,  shewing  how  large  a  tvact  of  land 
he  had  not  only  discovered,  but  subdued ;  and  pro- 
ducing gold,   silver,  and  other  rich  conunodities,  as 
evidences  in  favour  of  their  general's  conduct.    The 
demands   they  made  were,  that  a  supply  should  be 
sent  of  provision,  ammunition,  goods  })roper  to  carry 
on  a  trade,  and  a  competent  recruit  of  seamen  and 
soldiers.     To  this  the  merchants,  by   whom  Cahot's 
squadron  was  fitted  out,  would  not  agree,  but  chose 
to  let  their  rights  escheat  to  the  crown  of  Castile.  The 
king  then  took  the  w^hole  upon  himself,  but  was  so 
dilatory   in    his   preparations    that  Sebastian  Cabut, 
([uite  tired  out,  as  having  been  five  years  in  America, 
resolved  to  return  home,  which  he  did,  embarking  the 
remainder  of  his  men  and  all  liis  effects  on  board  :lie 
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biggest   of  liis   ships,    and    leaving   the    rest  behind 

him.* 

It  was  the  spring  of  the  year  1531    \Nhcn   Cahot 
ariived  at  the   Spanish  court,  and  gave  an  account  of 
his  expedition.     It  is  evident  enough,  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the   Spanish  writers  speak  of  him,  that 
he  was  not  well  received,  and  one  may  easily  account 
for  it.     He  had   raised   himself  enemies   by   treating 
his  S))anish  nmtineers  with  so   much   severity  ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  his  owners  were  disappointed  by 
his  not  pursuing  his  voyage  to  the  Moluccos  ;  he  kept 
his  place,  however,  and  remained   in  the   service  of 
Spain  many  years  after,  and  at  length  he  was  invited 
back  again  to  England. f     We  have  no   account  how 
this  was  brought  about  in  any  author  now  extant,  and 
therefore   I  shall   offer  to   the   reader's  consideration 
a  conjecture   of  my   own,  which  he   may  accept    or 
rnjcct,  according  as  it  seems  to  him  probable   or  im- 
probable. 

i\Ir.  Kobert  Thorne,  an  English  merchant  at 
Seville,  whom  we  have  mentioned  before  with  com- 
mendation, was  intimately  acquainted  with  Cal^ot, 
and  was  actually  one  of  his  owners  in  his  last  expe- 
dition.j  It  seems,  therefore,  not  at  all  unlikely  that 
he,  after  his  return  from  Newfoundland,  might  impor- 
tune Cabot  to  think  of  coming  home ;  and  what 
seems  to  add  a  greater  a})pearance  of  truth  to  this 
conjectnre,  is  Cabot's  settling  at  Bristol  when  he  did 
retnrn  to  England,  of  which  city  Mr.  Thorne  was  an 
eminent  merchant,  and  once  mayor. §  These  transac- 
tions fell  out  towards  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the 
reigu  of  Henry  VUL,  about  which  time,  as  I  su])pose, 

*  Henera  Decad.,  iii.  lib.  v.  cap.  3.  See  also  an  account  of  tlii>  cx- 
peilitioii  in  Cluirchill's  Voyages,  vol.  i.,  in  the  Introduction. 

t  Hackliiyt's  Voyages,  p.  iii.  p.  7.  See  also  the  Preface  to  tlie  third 
volume  of  llaniusio. 

i  llnckluyt's  Voyages,  p.  72G. 

§  Si'op.  32S,  fust  vi^lume  of  Carapbell's  Lives  of  the  Admirals. 
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Sehasfluti  (!jil)ot  actually  returned,  and   settled   with 
his  liimily  here. 

In  the  very  beginning!;  of"  King  Edward's  reign,  this 
eminent  seaman  was  introdneed  to  the  Dnke  of  So- 
mersct,  then   Lord   Proteetor,  with  wlumi  he  was  in 
great  favour,  and  hy  whom   lie  was   made  known  to 
the  king,  who  took   a  great  deal  of  pleasure   in  his 
eonversation,  being  much  better  versed  in  the  stiidics 
to  whieh  ('abot  had  applied  himself  than,  his  tender 
years  eonsidered,  could  have  been  expected :  for  he 
knew  not  only  all  the  ])orts  and  havens  in  this  ishiiul 
and  in  Ireland,  but  also  those  in  France,  their  sliapo, 
inethod  of  entering,  commodities  and  incomnioditics, 
and,  in  short,  could  answer  almost  any  question  about 
them  that  a  sailor  could  ask.*      We  need  not  wonder, 
therefore,  that,  with  such  a  ])rince,  Cabot  was  inlii;;li 
esteem,  or  that  in   his  favour  a  new  ofHee  shouid  be 
created  etpiivalent  to  that  whieh  he  enjoyed  in  Spain, 
together  with  a  })ensi()n  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv->i;v 
pounds,  thirteen   shillings,   and  Ibnrpence,  wliicli  uc 
find  granted  to  him  by  letters-patent,  dated  January 
()th,  1549,  in  the  second  year  of  that  king's  reign,  liy 
a  special  clause  in  which  })atent  this  annuity  is  made 
to  connnence  from  the   ^Nlichaelmas  prccecling.f    It 
was  in  this  year  that  the  emperor's  minister,  IVArni-, 
in  the  name  of  his  master,   signified  to   Sir  Tlionias 
Cheyne   and  Sir  Philip  lloby,  the  English  aniba^si- 
dors   then  at   the   court  of  Brussels,  his  imperial  ii!;i- 
jcsty's  request,  that  the  king  would  send  over  thither 
our  famous  seaman,  as  he  could  be  of  no  great  service 
to  the   English  nation,  who  had  little  to  do  with  tlie 
Indian  seas,  and  more  especially  as  he  M^as  a  vcrv  ne- 
cessary person  to  the  emperor,  was  his  servant  in  tiic 
capacity  of  grand  pilot  of  the  Indies,  and  to  whom  lie 
had  granted  a  pension,  and  that  in  such  a  way  a.<  tlie 

*   lliunct's  History  of  the  Ileformation,  vol.  ii.  ]\  2'Jj. 
f  H-ickluvt's   Voyages,  p.    iii.   p.   10.     Itvmci's  Fa?clcra,  torn.  s'. 
P.  181. 
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cniperor  should  at  some  convenient  opportunity  declare 
unto  the  kinjir's  council,  liut  we  have  no  account  that 
this  a{)plieati()n  was  in  any  shape  complied  with.* 

IJe  continued  theiueforward  hitrhlv  in  the  kiuii's 
favour,  and  was  consulted  upon  all  matters  relatinfji;  to 
trade,  particularly  in  the  great  ease  of  the  merchants 
of  the  Steel-yard,  in  15.51,  of*  which  it  will  he  fit  to 
\n<vYt  a  short  succinct  account  here,  since  it  lias 
escaped  the  notice  of  most  of  our  historians,  thouprli 
it  ijave,  in  some  measure,  a  new  turn  to  the  whole 
state  of  onr  conuuerce. 

These  merchants  are  sometimes  called  of  the  llanse, 
Lecause  they  came  from  the  Ilanse  Towns,  or  free 
cities  in  Germany — sometimes  .Miuaina,  from  their 
rountrv.  They  settled  here  in  or  heforc  the  reif^n  of 
iltnry  III.,  and  imported  grain,  cordage,  ilax,  hemp, 
linen  ch)tli,  wax,  and  steel,  whence  the  place  in  ])ow- 
iiate  ward,  where  they  dwelt,  was  called  the  Steel- 
vard,  v.hich  name  it  still  retains.  The  kings  of 
Eudaiul  encouraged  them  at  first,  and  granted  them 


.aru'c 


irivileges  ;  amongst  others,  that  of  exportinj:; 
our  woollen  cloths.  They  had  likewise  an  alderman, 
who  was  their  chief  magistrate,  and  in  consideration 
of  various  grants  from  the  city,  thev  stood  bound  to 
repair  l>isl;o])sgate,   and  were   likewise   under  other 


fihlifralions.       By    degrees,    however,    the     English 


-oming  to  trade  themselves,  and  importing  many  of 
the  cuinniodities  in  which  these  Germans  dealt,  great 
controversies  grew  between  them — the  f()rciij;ners  on 
all  occasions  pleading  their  charter,  which  the  English 
merchants  treated  as  a  monopoly  not  well  warranted 
by  law. 

At  last,  the  company  of  merchant  adventurers,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  our  Sebastian  Cabot,  on  the 
-IHh  of  December,  1551,  exhibited  to  the  council  an 

*    Strype^  Memorials,  vol.  ii.,  Ji.  190. 
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Iiitonuation  aj^ainst  these  luereliants  of  the  Steel-\ar(l. 
to  \vhieh  thev  wvw  diieeted  to  put  in  their  answer. 
'^I'hev  (H«l  so,  and  after  several  liearin^s,  and  a 
ret'orenee  to  the  kinji's  s()lieitor-<4;eneral,  liis  e()im,s,.| 
leariKMl  in  tlie  hiw,  and  tlie  reeorder  of  liondon.  a 
(h-eree  j)asse(l  on  the  *Jllh  of  l'el)rnary,  wherehv  tIkNc 
nieri'hajts  of  tlie  JSteel-vartl  won*  deehired  to  he  no 
h'ual  eor|n)ration  ;  yvt  Meenees  were  afterwimK 
uranled  tlieni,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  exportiilioii 
and  importation  of  goods,  notwithstanchng  this  dc- 
tree,  \\liieli  riMnained  still  in  full  force  and  virliie." 

'I'he  ureat  offence  ohjected  to  them  was,  tli.i: 
wliereas  hv  their  charier  they  Nvore  aUowed  to  exjiori 
ooods  at  one  and  a  (juarter  )>er  cent,  cnstoiii,  wliid; 
•i'ave  them  a  j^real  atlvanfajre  ;  they,  not  eonteni  wiili 
this,  in  direct  viohition  of  that  charter,  covered  oil.or 
fi)reiu;n  merchants,  so  that  in  one  year  thev  exjujitcd 
forty-four  thousand  eh)tlis,  and  all  other  straiif^ers  I)iii 
oni-  thousauvl  one  hundred.  'I'hese  mercliaiih  i>: 
the  Steel-yard  heinj;'  inmienselv  rich,  venlurcd  now 
and  then  upon  such  tricks  as  these,  and  tluMi.  !iv 
})ayinn'  a  round  sum,  procured  a  renewal  of  thtii 
cliarter. 

In   the    nu)nth  of  Mav,  1552,  the  kino-  (rranted  ii 
licence,  ttijirther  with  letters  of  sale  conduct,  to  .Micli 
jH-rsons  as  should  end)ark   on  hoard  three  ships,  to  i)e 
I'mjdoyed  for  the  discoverv  of  a  passage  hv  tlio  nortl; 
to  the  East  Indies.      Schastian  Cabot  was  at  that  linu' 
p;ovcrnor  of  the  company  of  merchant  adventiiiTis,  on 
whose  advice  this  entcrj>rise  was  undertaken,  and  In 
whose   interest   this  countenance  from   the  court  w;r 
])rocurod.t     The  accounts  wc    luive    of  tlii>  niatiir 

*  ]\IituitO'^  of  tliose  proceedings  avo  (o  lie  fooiul  in  King  Kchv.ini' 
Di.iiy.  ;uid  the  (ieeroo  at  lars^o  in  IVIi-.  Wlioclcr's  'I'leatisc  o;' C\>::/ 
Tiurce.  J).  !)4  ;  quarto,  J.ondoii,  1(301. 

f  Stiypos  Meniorials.  vol.  ii.  p.  .^04  ;  but  .Air.  Str\)K'.s  romi  »■ 
tiiat   thcso  WL'ro    tlic  ships  wliieii  ncnt  with    Sir  llimh  \Villoi;,'!!bv  ■ 
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tliiVcr  widclv  ;  !)ut,  as  I  (»I)S(M-v<«,  tluM'c  is  a  viirintiou  in 
tlu*  (latos  ota  whole  year,  s(»  1  ant  apt  to  lu'licvc,  thai 
{Wvr  imist  have  hcMn  two  distinot  un(hMtakiii;;'s — oiu* 
i!(l(M'  the  immediate   j)atrona;'e  of  the  eoiiit,  whicii 
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did  not  lake  etleet,  and  tlie  other  l)y  a  joint  stock  of 
tho  merchants,  winch  did.  Ot'th;-  lirst,  hecanse  it  is 
lijtlc  taken  notic(>  of,  I  will  sj)eak  particularly  here, 
ior  \\\v  other  will  come  in  properly  in  my  accoiinl  ol 
Sir  llu^h  \Vi!loiin;hl)y.  When,  therellMe,  this  matter 
was  first  proposed,  the  kinj;,  lent  two  ships,  the  '*  l*rim- 
rose"  and  the  '*  Moon,"  to  lianu^s,  Lonl  iMayor  ol 
I.ondon,  IMr.  (larret,  one  ot  the  shcritVs,  and  Mr. 
Yt^rk  and  Mr.  Wyndham,  two  of  the  advenjurers, 
jriviiii!;  hond  to  the  kinu;  to  dc^liver  two  shij)s  of  liohl 
Ininlen,  and    in   as    "rood    condition,  at    Midsummer, 
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troul'le  of  Sebastian  (^ihot,   his  majesty  made   liim  a 
prosont  of  two  Innuh'cd  p.    uids.* 
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l)i()u<i;iit  to  hear;  and  thercMipon  Sebastian  Cabot  de- 
livered to  tlic  connnaiuKu'-in-chief  those  direciions  by 
which  he  was  to  rciiidate  his  conduct  ;  the  title  of 
wliieh  r;',n  thus: — "Ordinances,  instructions,  and 
iulvertisonicnts  of  and  for  the  direction  of  the  intended 


voyayce  h)r  (athay,  connincd,  made,  and  delivereci 
hy  die  lli^ht  \V\)rshipful  Sebastian  (^abot,  Ksc].,  o()- 
vcrnor  of  the  mystery  and  com])any  of  the  merchant, 
adventurers  for  the  discovery  of  re!j;ions,  dominions, 
islands,  and  places  unknown,  the  9th  of  May,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  l;j5.'^."'t  This  shews  how  great  a. 
trust  was  reposed  in  this  c;entleman  by  the  i^oven;- 
raent,  and  by  the  merchants  of  En<>;land ;  and  the 
instructions  themselves,  which  we  still  have  entire, + 
I     are  the  clearest  proofs  of  his  saijjacity  and  penetration, 

*  Strvpc's  I\IcMi!()iiaIs,  vol.  ii.  p.  402. 

t    lliese  are  yet  in  the  liaiids  of  the  Russia  Company. 

J  In  llickluyt's  Voyages,  vol.  i,  p.  '■22ij. 
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and  the  fullest  justification  of  such  as  did  repose  tlicir 
trust  in  him. 

Many  have  surmised  that  lie  was  a  knight ;  wliciu'e 
we  often  see   him  styled  Sir  Sebastian ;   but  the  very 
title  of  those  instructions  1  have  cited,  proves  the  con- 
trary, as  also  the  charter  granted  by  King  I'liilip  aiul 
Queen  31ary,  in   the  first  year  of  their  reign,  to  tho 
merchants  of  Russia,   since  styled  the  Russia  Com- 
})any,  whereby  Sebastiano   (^abota  is  made  governor 
for  life,  on  account  of  his  being  principally  concenied 
in  fitting  out  liie  first  ships  employed  in  that  trade;* 
but  so  far  from  being  styled  knight,  that  he  is  called 
onlv  (me   Sebastiano  (^abota,  without  any  distinction 
at  all.t     Indeed,  he  is  styled  Sebastian  Cabot,  Eso., 
in  the  letters  ]»atent,  bearing  date  at  St.  James's,  No- 
vember  27,  1555,  in  the  second  and   third  years  of 
Phili]>  and  ^lary,  wherein  their  majesties  are  plciiK^d 
to  iiTant  him  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv-^ix 
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natural  life;   as  lie   is  idso  in  letters  })atent,  dated  ;ii 
Westminster,  May  29,  1557,  the  third  and  fourth  ot'tlic 


ird 


same  reign,  wiien  those  prmccs  were  pleased  to  jkti 
him  to  surrender  his  foimer  patent,  and,  as  a  rcw 
of  his  n-reat  merit,  to  ijrant  him  the  like  aiuuiilv  ;is 
before,  not  oidy  during  his  life,  but  also  to  continue 
the  same  to  William  Worlhington,  Ks(|.,  a  friemi,  no 
doubt,  of  Cabot,  for  his  natural  life  likewise.]:  After 
this,  we  find  him  very  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, in  the  year  155G;  and  in  the  journal  of  3Ir. 
Stephen  Rurrouixhs,  it  is  observed,  that  on  \\w  27tli 


ui 


A}>ril   that   year,  he   went    down  to  dravesend.  rsnd 


*   ITacUiiyt's  \'oy;!p^(.'s,  vol.  i,  j).  '207,  wjicro  tlie  cliartcr  is  ;it  lire. 

t  'J'lie  words  in  tlic  charter  aro  :  "  And  in  consideration,  t!i.:t  i':l' 
.Scl)astiano  Caliota  liatli  Ik-imi  fl'o  flii of  setter  iorlli  ol'  tlii-^  v(iy.;::c, 
tiKTerori./'  C\c.  ;  whicli  autlK'ntic  (!t'claratit)ii  of  his  merit  c'/.ts  Ir: 
more  lior.oiir  than  any  titles  eoiild  Iiave  done. 

I  Rynicr's  Fa'dera,  toni.  \v.  pp.  427 — 1G5. 


OF    NI-:\VF01L\I)LANI). 


no  7 


pose 


ihtir 


•,  whence 
t  the  very 
js  the  eo.i- 

;\gu,  to  tlie 

ie  ti;ovcnior 
^  coneerwt'il 
that  trjule  T 
he  is  euUod 
s  (Ustinclion 
I'abot,  t>n., 
JainesV,  No- 
\\n\  years  of 
■f,  ave  plcaMHl 
and  sixty-six 
;c  dnYWi.  ^^^"^ 
,cnt,  uiilo^l  at, 
AibvirtUofllie 
ased  to  permit 
\,  as  a  rewai-^i 
ke  annuity  as 

0  to  eoutinue 

1  a  trieml<ii» 

*'.ise4     '^^^^' 
vs  of  tlic  cuat- 

iHivnal  (if  Mi\ 
Uthe27tliol 

raveseml  aiul 


,v  >s  ;U  l.>rr^". 


L'tKlVlC'V 


i:i 


there  went  on  ))()ar(l  tlie  "  8earehtln'iit, "  a  small  ves- 
sel fitted  out  under  the  eonnnand  of  the  said  Bur- 
r{)U|j;hs  for  Russia,  where  he  f»;avc  generously  to  the 
sailors  :  and,  on  his  return  to  Gravesend,  he  ext'-ndovl 
his  alms  very  lihcrally  to  the  ]>oor,  desirinti;  them  to 
pray  lor  the  sueeess  of  the  voysi^o.  vvc  find  it  also 
remarked,  whieh  shews  the  eheerful  temper  of  the 
man,  that,  upon  lis  cominn;  back  to  Gravesend,  ho 
ciiused  a  <rrand  entertainment  to  be  made  at  the  >ig.i 
t)f  the  (^hristopher.  where,  says  Afr.  I>nrrouij;!is  for 
the  verv   joy  he    had  to   see   the    towardncss  o-    our 


inlen( 


led  d 


iseover 


If 


Th 


!■ 


1 
)t  tl 


le  en 


tered 


us,  exee])t  the  renewuijj;  ins  ])atent,   is  the 


nito 
h 


the  d; 


uiee 


inni- 


last  cireuJustiMiee  relatiufi;  lo  (^ibot  that  I  can  meet 
with  anvwhere :  and  it  is  certain  that  a  ])erson  of  his 
temper  could  not  have  been  idle,  or  his  actions  remain 
ill  ohscuritv,  so  I  look  upon  it  as  certain   that  he  died 


•ioine 


time  in  the   next  year,  when,  if  not  fb-arsror 


lie  was  at  least  nnich  upwards  of  seventy. 

He  was  mKpiestionably  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
dinary men  of  the  aLi;e  in  which  he  lived,  and  win?, 
1)V  his  eaixicitv  and  industrv,  contributed  not   a   littlo 


to  tlie  service  o:  mankuul  in  ii;cucral,  ;is  well  as  ot  tlii-^ 
kiiiii'doin  :  for  lie  it  was  who  first  took  notice  of  tlio 
vnriation  of  the  compass,  which  is  of  such  miLi'htv 
.'onsc(|iienee  in  navi<2;ati()n,  and  concerninii;  Vv'nich  tlic 
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.'crsiiK'c.t     An    Italian    writer,   famous  for   makin- 


tho 


iao>t    ludicious  selection   ot  vova^es   whicn 


hitlRrto  a})peared,  celebrates  Sebastian  Cabot  iis  his 
countrvman  :±  vet,  as  he  was,  if  v>e  belie\e  himself. 
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^  ll.ifkliiyt's  Voyages,  vol.  i.  pj).  27-t,  'iT.J. 
t  Mowe's  Animals,  ;).  J81  ;   Vareiiiiis's  Cioonriiihy,  p.  .'^w. 
+  Clio  IJatlista  U  iimisio,  in  tlie  ])rei';ee  to  h'-^  tirud  vt,Uii,iL'. 
■'t   Sifvpu's  }.]einoria!--,  vol.  iii.  p.  :Md. 
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mucli  to  his  skill  and  labours,  I  thought  it  but  jusr  to 
^ivo  his  nicnioirs  a  place  hero  aiuoniist  those  of  the 
luost  emiuent  British  seamen  ;  the  rather,  because  ho 
has  been  hitherto  strani;ely  ne<2;lecte{l  by  our  biogru- 
])liers  as  well  as  by  our  general  historians.* 


*    ();io  nii!j;lit   liave  ivoiuioroct  at   liis   buiiip;  oi\;itto<I    in    tht'  goiioiul 
Dictioiiaiv,  if  tlieic  luul  been  ar  article  on  Duake. 
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AN    ACCOUNT    OF    THE    DISCOVERY    OF    AMERICA 

BY   THE   ^VELS1I,    LONG    BEFORE   THE    TIME 

OF    COLUMBUS. 

From  llachluyi's  3rd  vvhinic. 

"  The  most  ancient  Discovery  of  the  West  Indies  by 
Madoc,  the  sonne  of  Owen  Guyneth,  Prince  of  North 
Wales,  in  the  year  1170:  taken  out  of  the  History  of 
Wales,  lately  published  by  M.  Dauid  Fowel,  Doctor 
of  Divinity. 

"After  the  death  of  Owen  Guyneth,  his  sonncs  fell 
at  debate  who  should  inherit  after  him :  tor  the  oldest 
Sonne  borne  in  matrimonv,  Edward,  or  Jorweth 
Drwydion,  was  counted  uiuneet  to  governe,  because  of 
the  maime  vpon  his  lace ;  and  Howell,  that  tooke 
vpon  him  all  the  rule,  was  a  base  sonne,  begotten 
vpon  an  Irish  woman.  Therefore  Dauid  gathered  all 
the  power  he  could,  and  came  against  Howell,  and 
lighting  with  iiim,  slew  him  ;  and  afterwards  injoyed 
quietly  the  whole  land  of  North  Wales,  vntil  his 
brother  Jorweth 's  sonne  came  to  age.  Madoc, 
another  of  Owen  Guyneth  his  sonnes  left  the  land  in 
contention  betwixt  his  brethren,  and  prepared  c^rtaine 
ships,  with  men  and  munitions,  and  sought  adventures 
by  seas,  sailing  west,  and  leaning  the  coast  of  Ireland 
so  farre  north,  that  he  came  vnto  a  land  vnknown, 
where  he  saw  many  strange  things. 

''This  land  must  needs  be  some  part  of  the  country 
oi  \vhieh  tlie  Spaniards  affirme  themselues  to  be  the 
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first  finders  since  Hanno's  time.  Whereupon  it  is 
manifest  that  that  eountrey  was  l)y  Britainc  discouerotl, 
long  before  Columbus  led  any  Spaniards  thither. 

"  Of  the  voyage  and  returnc  of  thisMadoc  there  be 
many  fables  fained,  as  the  common  people  do  vse  in 
distance  of  })lacc  and  length   of  time  rather  to  aug- 
ment than  to  diminish :  but  sure  it  is  there  he  was ; 
and  after  he   returned  home,  and  declared  the  ])lea- 
sant  and  fruitfull  countrcys  that  he  had  scene  without 
inha])itants,   and  vpon    the    contrary  ])art,   for   wiiat 
barren  and  wild  ground  his  brethren  and  nepliews  did 
murther  one  another,  he  prepared  a  numl)er  of  ships, 
and  got  with  him    such    men  and   women    as  were 
desirous  to  line  in  quietnessc,  and  taking  leaue  of  liis 
friends,  tooke  his  journey  thitherward  againe.    There- 
fore it  is  to  be  supposed  that  he  and  his  people  inha- 
bited part  of  those  countreys ;    for  it  appeareth  by 
Francis  Lopez   de   Gomara,    that   in   Acuramil  and 
other  places  the  people  honoured  the  cross.     Where- 
by  it   may  be  gathered   that   Christians   had   been 
there  l)efore  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards.     But  be- 
cause this  people  were  not  many,  they  followed  the 
maners  of  the  land  which  thev  came  vnto,  and  vsed 
the  language  they  foud  there. 

"  This  Madoc  arriuing  in  that  westerne  countrev. 
vnto  the  w^hich  he  came  in  the  ycare  1 1 70,  left  most 
of  his  people  there,  and  returning  backe  for  more  of 
his  owne  nation,  acquaintance,  and  friends,  to  inhabit 
that  faire  and  large  eountrey,  went  thither  againe 
■with  ten  sailes,  as  I  find  related  by  Gutyn  ()\ven. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  land  whereunto  he  came 
vas  some  part  of  the  West  Indies. 

*' Carmina  Meredith  filij  Rhesi  (mentioned)  fac- 
cientia  de  Madoco  filio  Oweni  Guynedd,  et  de  sm 
nauigatione  in  terras  igcognitas.  Vixit,  his  Mercdit!: 
circater  annum  Dominie  1477. 


Loxr.  uEFORi:  coli:mbus. 
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"These  verses  I  receauvcd  of  my  learned  friend, 
M.  William  Camden  :  — 

"  IMadoc  wyf,  nuvyedic  wedd, 
Tawn  gonau,  Owyn  Giiyiiedd  : 
Ni  fyniuim  dir,  fy  cnaidoedd 
Na  da  mau'r,  ond  y  morvcdd. 

The  same  in  Em/Ush. 

"  IMadoc  I  am,  tlio  sonne  of  Owen  Guyncdd, 
With  stature  large  and  comely  grace  adorned  ; 
No  lands  at  lioine,  nor  store  of  wealth  me  please, 
My  mind  was  wfiole  to  search  the  ocean  seas." 


■■  «(wy)  iiaiMfwigg,Ki-a4^'i^.^T«  :-^-!>«ai-»aew«atii»'ia«»a8j« 


AITENDIX  IV. 


FORM   OF  LAND  GRANT. 

Ncwfoundhntd. 


No. 


Victoria  In-  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kinjr- 
doTii  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender 
of  the  Faith. 

To  (ill  to  7vhom  these  Presents  shall  come  Grcethuj. 

Know  ye  that  Wc  of  our  special  grace,  certain 
knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  have  given  and  granted, 
and  by  these  Presents  do,  for  l^s,  our  lieirs  and  suc- 
cessors, give  and  grant  unto 

heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  i)iecc  and  ]>arcel  of  Land 


situate  and  beinn; 


and  being  of  the  dimensions  specified  in  the  diagram 
<lelineated  on  the  other  side  hereof,  and  containing  . . 

with  the  iippurtenances,  except  and  reserved  neverthe- 
less out  of  this  present  Grant  to  Us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, all  Gold  and  Silver,  and  all  Coals  and 
other  jNIines  and  Minerals  in  or  under  the  said 
piece  or  parcel  of  Land. 

To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLD  (cxccpt  as  bcforc  excepted) 

under  the  said heirs  and  assigns 

for  ever the  said 

paying  unto  Us,  as  the  price  and  consideration  of  tlie 

{-aid  Land,  the  sum  of Sterling 

Money,   at  the   time  of  the  ensealing  and   delivery 
hereof. 

1'rovided  always,  and  this  present  Grant  is  upon 
condition  that  the  same  Grant  be  registered  in  tlic 
Office  of  Registry  of  our 
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Court  of  Newfoundland  within  Six  months   next 
after  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  or  otherwise  that  tlie 
same  shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect.     Puovided  also, 
and  this  ])rcscnt  Grant  is  upon  further  condition  that 
tlie  said  Lands  shall  be  holden  u})on,  under  and  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations  as  are  now  in  force,  or  which 
may  at  any  time  hereafter  Ijc  made  by  Law  for  the 
improvement  and  cultivation  of  Lands  within  our  said 
hland,  and  subject  to  all  such  regulations  as  arc  now 
ill  force,  or  which  mav  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made 
1)V  haw  for  making  lloads,  Sewers,  Drains,  Canrdi:!, 
Bridges,   or   other   Public    Works   or   Improvements 
v.'ithin  our  said  Island,  or  any  part  thereof,  and  for 
-^iibicctini!;  any  Lands  therein  situate,  or  the  owners  or 
occupiers  of  such  I^ands,  to  rates  and  assessments,  or 
(itlicr  duties  or  services  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or 
for  any  of  them.     And  that  the  said 

heirs  and  assigns  shall  at  all  times  peaceably  (piit  and 
deliver  up  possession  to  Us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
of  all  such  parts  of  the  Lands  aforesaid  as  may  be  re- 
(juired  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them, 
apon  receiving  such  compensation  (if  any)  as  by  any 
Liiw  now  in  ibrce  or  hereafter  to  be  made  in  that  re- 
i^pcct  may  be  provided. 

(liven  under  the  Great  Seal  of  our  Island  of  New- 
foundland, at  St.  John's,  this day  of 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  ()nc 

Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Forty  .  .  .  and  in 
die Year  of  our  Reign. 

Witness  our  trusty  and  well-beloved 

our  Go- 
vernor and  Commmander-in-Chief  in  and  over 
our  said  Island  and  its  Dependencies,   &c. 

Bv  His  Excellency's  Command, 


K  irj:J>R^aingijr-^'"Jvwg'jigfgsii-:-.-»^. ' ,  7?^jjs."warJWH>g  •  -'-■agw 
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AP'M'.NDIX   V. 


Srcrrtdiy. 


.S7r/. 


Isl.  TiiL  Diocrso  of"  Ncnvloundlami  is  divided  as 

follows :  — 

llunil  Deanery  of  Av,il()ii,1  »»      ^        n      • 
„         „  Innity,; 

„         „  the  IJeniiudas. 

2n(i.  The  ninnhcr  of  tho  (Mi-r<2;y  in  the  Diocese  is 
thirty-loiii',  of  whom  twenty-five  are  stationed  in  New- 
foundland, and  nine  in  Bernuida. 

Missions,  and  Dcslf/nntions  of  the  Vlenjii  in  NewfoundhnuL 

IIL'KAI-    DKANKRV    OK    AVALON. 

llev.T.  F.  II.  Ikidge,  M.A.,  Vicar-General  and  (Commissary, 
Rural  Dean  of  Avalon,  Examining  (liaplain,  Rector 
of  St.  Joiui's,  and  Su[)erintendent  of  Schools. 

—  C.  BLackman,  Minister  of  St.  Thomas's,  in  St.  John's,  Prin- 

cipal of  Theological  Inslitvition,  (Jarrisou  Chaplain,  and 
a  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Bishop. 

—  W.  Il.Crant,  Missionary  serving  the  Out-harbonrs  around  St. 

•lohn's. 

—  (I.A.Addison,  H.A.,   Missionary  at  Harbour  Grace,  and  a 

Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Hishop. 

—  U..I.ritzf4erald,  M. A. .Missionary  at  Carbonier. 

—  .1.  Kin'jjwill,      -------  liishop's&  IslandCovGS. 

—  C.  I.  Howell, Hay  Roberts. 

—  I.  \'icars,    --------  Port-de-Grave, 

—  II.  II.  Hamilton,  13. A.      -     -     -     -  Bay-de-Verd. 

T  ,,   .,     .  (  Belle Isle,&South shore 

/      ot  Conception  Bay. 

—  W.  Bowman      ------     .  Terry  land. 

—  tl  B.  Cowan     -------  Burin. 

—  W.  Jeynes   -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -  Isk  of  Valen. 

—  T.  Boone      --------   l'"ortune  Bay. 

—  W.Mcek     -  ------  St.  Cieorge's  Bay. 
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RL'KAL    DEANKRY    OK    TRINITY. 

Kpv.  J.  Burt,  M.A.,  Rural  Dean   of  Trinity,  Missionary,  nnd  a 
Clh.iplain  to  tlie  Lord  Bisliop. 

—  1).  Martin,  Missionary,  Salmon  Cove,  English  Harbour,  and 

a'.'jactnt  settlements. 

—  H.  Lind,  Heart's  Content. 

—  T.  ]M.  Wood,  Bonavista. 

—  W.  Netten,  Catalina, 

—  B.  S  iiitli,  Kmti's  Cove. 

—  J.  Ciilcliiist,  B.A.,  (ireenspond. 

—  J.  Chapman,  Twillingate. 

—  J.  E.  Harvey,  Foyo. 

—  VV,  J.  Iloyles,  Cape  Shore. 

3rd.  The  Mission?,  their  localities  and  schools; 
the  schools  being  chiefly  in  connexion  with  the  Ncw- 
Ibundland  and  British  North  American  School  Sotictv, 
of  which  the  Lord  Bishop  is  Visitor  and  a  Vice-Pre- 
sident. 


St.  John's 


Central  Union  School,  Daily' 

Souihsideofthe  "1  .»        i  c-  i      i  T^ 

,,    1  V  Branch  School,       -         D. 

Ilarbour,        j  ' 

Quidi  \  idi    -     -     -     ditto     -     -  D. 


,St.  John's : 
4  Sunday - 
sciiools,  3  be- 
longing to  St. 
(John'schurcli, 
&1  to  St.  Tho- 
mas's. 


Torbay  -    - 
I'ouch  Cove 
Portugal  Cove 
Petty  Harbour,  P 
Harbour  Grace 
Bishop's  Cove) 
Island  Cove     ) 
Carbc  lier,      -     -     - 
Bay  Roberts 

Coley's  Point 
Spaniard's  Bay 
Port  de  Grave     -    - 
Salmon  Cove 
Bareneeds   - 


-  -    ditto     -    -  D.  &S. 

-  -    ditto     -     -  S. 

-  -    ditto     -     -  S. 
rincipal  School      -   D.&,S. 

Principal  School,  D.  &  S, 

Brancii  School   -  D.  &  S. 


Out-harbours 
'of  St.  John's. 


Brigus 


BurntheacI 


ditto 
Principal 
Branch     - 
Principal 

-  ditto     - 
Branch     - 

-  ditto     - 
Principal 
Branch    - 


S. 

-  D.&S. 

-  D.  c^S. 

-  D.  f<  S. 

-  D.  &  S. 

-  D.&S. 

-  D.  &  S. 

D. 
S 


Conception 
Bay. 
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Branrli  Schoo 

(iratii  Cove   -     - 

-     -     ditto    -     - 

I'eirylund       -     - 

-     -     ditto     -     - 

Kiibv's  Cove 

Principal-     - 

Kotk  lliirhour 

Branch     -     - 

llarboiir  Beaufet      - 

-    ditto     -     - 

Isle  of  Valeri       -     ■ 

.     -    ditto     -     - 

Harbour  Mritain 

-    ditto     -     - 

St,  tieorge's  Bay 

Principal 

D.&.S.  ConcepiionBav. 
D.  &  S.  Trinity  Biiy.    ' 
^    \  Soutliwaid  of 


)  St.  John's. 


-  D.Ik 


^'  VPlacen 

S.J 

S.    I'ortune  Bav. 


tia  Bay. 


1).  &  S.  ^'St.f.ieor'e'sBiv 


RUKAL    Ui:ANf:RV    OT    TRIXITY. 

Trinity:  Principal  School,  D.&S. -j 

English  Harbour     Branch   -     -     -  1).  &.  S. 

Salmon  Cove  -     -     ditto     ---]).  ^S;  S. 

Cuckold's  Cove    -    ditto     -     -     -  J),  &  S. 

Old  and  New  Bonaventura  -     -     -  ]).&S. 

Ship  Cove  -    -     -     ditto     -     -     -  D. 
lliarl's  Content       _-----_  S. 

Scilly  Cove      -------  S. 

New  Perlican  -------  S. 

Catalina  Branch  -     -     -  D.  &  S. 

Bird  Island  Cove    -     -     ditto     -     ■      -  S. 

Bonavista  Principal      -     -  D,&,S. 

Kiii^^'s  Cove  Branch    -     -     -  J),  isc  S. 

Kiels ditto     -     -     -  D.  &S. 

S.ilva;;e   -----     ditto     •■     -     -  D.&S. 

Greenspond  Principal      -     -  D.  &:  S. 

Pincliard's  Island,  Branch    -     -     -  D.  &  S. 

I'ooi's  Island  -     -     ditto     -     -     -  D,  &  S. 

Twillingate  Principal      -     -  D.&S. 

South  side  of     )    „        ,  -r^  w  c 

.,     II    \         1    Branch    -     -     -  D.&cS. 
tiie  Harbour  > 

Morton's  Harbour     ditto     .     -     - 

Change  Islands  Two  Schools 

Bird  Island       ^ 

.lot'  Bat's  Arm  S 

Kxploit's  Burnt  Island 


■Trinity  Bay. 


'  Boi.avistaB.iy, 


Fogo. 


Cape  Shore. 
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4th.   Clmrc'li  Mcin})crs. 


St  John's    -     -     ■ 
Out-Harbour-     - 
II;u'boiir  (Jrace     ■ 
Ciubonier  .     -     - 
TJishov's  I  ^^^^^ 
Island      > 
Spaniard's  Bay     ■ 
J5ay  Roberts  -     - 
Port-(le-(iruvo 
Bay-dc-Vcrd  -     • 
Belle-Isle  and  I 
South  Shore     S 
Ferryland  -     -     • 
Jiurin   -     -     -     . 
JMacentia  H.iy 
I'ortuiio  Bay  -     - 
St.  (ieorge's)  Bay  • 


2523 

110-1 

1700 

810 

714 

713 

RGO 

2237 

GOl 

040 

330 
855 
772 
3121 
800 

18,110 


Trinity Kilo 

En<,'lish  Harbour,  &i'.     -  430 

Caliilina     -----  ■,4q 

Heart's  Content   -     -     -  jjoq 

Bonavista  -----  io^^q 

Kind's  Cove,  &:c.       -     -  lO.iO 

(ireenspond    -     -     -     -  if,jQ 

Twillingate     -     -     -     .  23J4 

I'ogo 12,V) 

Cape  Shore     -     -    -    -  {]uq 

12,1(1 


Total  of  Church  Mcmher-S 
30,211. 


5th.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Meek,  the  missionary  stationed 
in  St.  George's  Bay,  has  received  instructions  to  open 
schools  among  the  Micmac  Indians. 

fitli.  Tlie  first  General  Episcopal  Visitation  was 
held  in  St.  .lohn's,  in  October  last,  when  tiic  Lun! 
Bishop  delivered  a  Charge  to  the  Glergy. 

The  several  missions  have  been  visited  bv  the 
Bishop,  of  \vhose  journeys  and  labours  during  the 
summer  of  1841  the  following  summary  was  scut  In 
his  lordship  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  tlic  Gti- 
pel : — 

"  In  the  course  of  my  visitation  during  the  present 
year,  I  have  travelled  by  land  and  by  water  111'' 
miles:  visited  35  stations ;  confirmed  1136  pei>o;>; 
consecrated  6  churches;  orig'viated  or  assisted  in  tiio 
building  of  21  new  churchci  ordained  2  priests  aiul 
8  deacons ;  and  founded  or  restored  more  than  1'' 
dav-schools  and  Sunday-schools. 
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7th.  By  I  lie  erection  of  Xc'wfoundhind  into  an  in- 
(Icuendent  diocese,  there  is  no  doubt  that  an  innnensc 
impetus  has  l)een  given  to  churcli  })rinci})Ies,  f('cHn<rs, 
and  interests ;  but  too  little  time  has  yet  elapsed  to 
'.viirrant  any  positive  assertion  of  increase  in  the  nuin- 
Iht  of  church  members. 


BERMUDAS. 

GENERAL      A  D  S  T  R  A  C  T. 

Churcli  of  England  Members 
Churches  and  Chapel  School-houses 
Clergymen*        _         -         -         -         . 
Licensed  Teachers       -         -         -         - 

Church  Pupils 

Church-room      -         -         -         -         - 

TOTALS    IN    THE    DIOCESL. 

t  liurch  Alembers  >  _  _  - 
t  hurches  and  Chapels  -  -  - 
Clirgymen         __._-_ 

Licensed  Teachers  -  -  .  - 
(!hurch  F'ujiils    -  -  -  -  - 

Church-room      _         -         -         -         - 
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Tlierc  is  an  error  in  the  census  of  1830,  in  tlic^ 
pnnnicration  ol  the  servants  in  Kcrrvland  distrirM, 
which  gives  a  total  of  749  minus  ;  thus  tlie  popuhition 
in  tlic  electoral  districts,  instead  of  75,094,  should 
have  been,  as  I  have  placed  it,  75,843  ;  and  this  ex- 
cluded the  settlers  on  the  northern,  south-west  iii, 
and  western  shores,  out  of  the  electoral  districts,  who 
niav  very  safely,  even  in  1836,  be  taken  at  5000  more, 
mnl^ing  80,H43  ;  and  if  to  these  be  added  the  per- 
manent French  residents,  known,  in  1836,  to  liavc 
been  12,000,  and  200  Micmac  Indians,  we  shall  have 
a  total  of  93,043  ;  so  that,  in  now  sayino;  that  tlic 
population  of  Newfoundland,  in  1842,  has  readied 
lOO.OOO,  Jam  probably  under  the  mark  considerably, 
as  the  south-west  shore  has  been  extensively  settled 
latelv. 
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APPENDIX  Vir. 


MET."ROLOGICAL    ORSERVATIONS. 


AURORA    BOREALIS. 


At  Kinjrston,  in  Upper  Canada,  fbi 


(h 


many  days  pre- 
viously to  Tuesday,  August  28,  1827,  the  heavens  liad 
exhibited  the  Aurora  very  brilhantlv,  and  more  fre- 


(^uently  than  had 


hither 
was  very 


been  observed.     On  that 


night  the   scene   was  very   grand  ;    I  subjoin   a  de- 
scription of  it  from  the  "  Kingston  Herald."     I  did 
not  witness  this  splendid  scene,  neither  did  I  observe 
that  of  Saturday  night,  the   8tli   September,  -which 
was  nearly  equal  in  magnificence.     I  saw  it,  however, 
now  and  then  on  other  nights ;  and  on  Sunday  night, 
the  9th  inst.,  I  observed  a  most  uncommon  and  inte- 
resting spectacle,  which  did  not  a})pear  to  me  to  belong 
to  the  usual  signs  of  the  Aurora.     That  night,  about 
dark,  or  eight  o'clock,  I  saw  an  arch  forming  in  the 
sky,  which,  as  the  obscurity  of  the  night  increased, 
became   very  luminous.     It    extended  at   first  from 
about  under  Arcturus,  or  the  Lion,  to  the  Pleiades, 
with  but  a  small  convexity  or  elevation. 

Gradually,  and  exceedingly  slow,  it  rose,  or  became 
more  convex  ;  and  at  nine  it  attained,  on  its  north- 
western limb,  the  altitude  of  the  highest  part  of  the 
bodv  of  Ursa  Major,  while  it  had  increased  in  thick- 
ness  very  much,  and,  being  complete,  formed  a  broad 

Y 
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and  higiily  ina<rnificcnt  arch  of  pale  white  light,  wliich 
spanned  a  third  part  of  the  horizon. 

It  was  now  like  a  heavenly  bow  of  luminous  white 
vapour,  through  which  the  larger  stars  of  the  con- 
stellations were  very  visible  ;  nor  did  its  grandeur  or 
its  light  diminish  when  the  nioon,  slowly  emergini]; 
from  tiie  extremity  of  its  south-eastern  limb,  at  a 
quarter  before  nine,  shewed  a  deep  yellow  dWti 
through  its  splendid  veil. 

At  half-past  eight,  the  true  Aurora  became  suddenly 
ap{)arent:  first,  in  the  zenith,  a  cloud  of  bright  white 
liglit,  with  a  singular  curved,  pear-shaped  form,  arose, 
and  elongating  its  lesser  extremity,  slowly  bent  to 
the  horizon,  and  as  slowly  vanished.  Then  on  the 
south-east,  from  the  lower  boundary  of  the  sky,  came 
a  rod  of  the  same  white  light,  w^hich  enlarging  its 
dimensions  very  slowly,  pointed  to,  and  at  leno-th 
reached  the  milky  way,  at  the  northern  cross,  and 
after  shooting  through  the  galaxy  with  a  steady  and 
somev/hat  stealing  pace,  slowly  vanished. 

Even  in  these  appearances  there  was  little  or  no 
signs  of  the  Aurora  Borealis  as  it  is  usually  observed 
in  high  latitudes.  I  have  seen  it  in  the  northern 
heiuispherc  sufficiently  high  to  observe  the  sun  at 
midnight,  but  I  never  remember  an^'diing  like  these 
slow  and  stately  movements,  nor  anything  that  could 
be  compared  with  the  stationary  arch  I  have  describedj 
v  hich,  as  the  moon  rose  above  it,  did  not  disappear 
even  as  late  as  half-past  ten.  although  the  })rilliancy 
of  her  light  had  certainly  rendered  that  of  the  bow 
very  taint. 

The  thermometer,  at  noon,  in  the  shade,  for  the 
preceding  week,  varied  from  seventy  to  eighty-four  of 
Fahrenheit.  There  had  been  very  little  or  no  rain  for 
a  long  period,  but  the  night  clews  had  been  very 
heavy,   and  there   was  a  sudden  and  very  transient 
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thunder-storm,  wliicli  destroyed  a  barn  near  tlus 
place  on  the  Thursday  afternoon. 

Tlie  greatest  extent  of  the  circle  I  observed  was 
160  degrees,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the  visible 
horizon.  You  may  conceive  the  singularity  of  the 
scene,  when  you  reflect  that  the  vast  expanse  of 
tranquil  water  of  Lake  Ontario,  the  deep  gloom  of 
the  forest,  the  town  of  Kingston,  and  tlic  immense 
ships  in  the  dock-yard,  were  all  component  parts 
of  it. 

Abstracted  by  such  a  scene  from  all  the  paltry 
feelings  of  our  nature,  which  habit  and  circumstance's 
cause  to  be  generally  uppermost,  the  mind  of  the  con- 
templative man  soars  away  into  th;  realms  of  bound- 
less space,  forgets  for  a  while  the  clog  that  holds  it 
here,  and  with  a  full  certainty  of  its  own  comparative 
insignificance  amid  the  works  of  creation,  returns 
humbly  to  a  consciousness  of  its  present  state,  having 
added  one  more  to  the  endless  reasons  which  cause 
him  to  adore  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of  the  Ahniglity 
Architect  of  the  I'niverse. 

Account  of  all  Aurora  Borcallsy  iritli  a  notice  of  a 
Solar  Phniomenon. 

Having  witnessed,  from  the  days  of  boyhood,  the 
splendid  phenomena  of  tlic  Boreal  Aurora  in  almost 
all  the  latitudes  under  wddcli  it  is  usually  seen,  as  far 
north  as  to  have  observed  the  sun  at  midnight,  and 
particularly  during  a  long  sojourn  in  Shetland,  where 
the  people  imagine,  from  its  extremely  swift  changes 
and  inexpressible  vividness,  that  they  can  actually 
hear  its  rushings,  I  have  ever  been  anxious  to  seize 
all  opportunities  of  entleavouring  to  catcli  its  I'rotean 
forms,  and  to  describe  them,  in  tlie  ho})e  that  by  ex- 
citing attention   to  facts  concerning  this  wonder  of 
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northern  skies,  science  might  be  more  attentive  to  its 
api)caranccs,  and  that  at  lenr^th  it  might  become  a 
portion  of  the  duty  of  meteorologists  to  detail  in  their 
columns  all  circumstances  concerning  it  which  they 
might  observe. 

'riie  Aurora,  in  the  high  northern  latitudes,  when 
at  its  extreme,  is  almost  dazzling,  and  the  quickness 
of  its  motions  approaches  that  of  lightning.  In  other 
situations,  it  has  also  been  observed  to  assume  iriscd 
colours.  But  although  all  these  combined  are  emi- 
nently wonderful,  and  strike  the  spectator  with  pvo- 
fornd  admiration  and  awe,  yet  perhaps  the  regions  of 
Upper  Canada  bordering  on  Lake  Ontario*  exhibit, 
though  not  so  splendid  and  varied  a  display  of  this 
mystery,  yet  one  cq\ially  or  perhaps  more  interesting 
to  the  philosopher.  I  have  now  witnessed  the  Aurora 
at  Kingston  for  upwards  of  four  years,  and  in  a 
former  volume  of  the  Transactions,  have  described  a 
mafj-nificcnt  scene,  which   occurred  there  two  vcars 


ago. 


Daring  the  winter  months,  on  Lake  Oatavio,  the 
Aurora  may  be  said  to  be^almost  a  constant  corhpanion 
of  the  dark  and  cheerless  nights,  and  it  occasionally 
presents  itself  at  all  other  times  of  the  year ;  nor  is  it 
in  winter  a  mere  display  of  a  glorious  phenomenon, 
the  utility  of  which  has  not  yet  been  exempliiied  by 
science,  for  it  sheds  a  continued  and  pleasing  light 
which  resembles  that  of  the  crepuscular.  This  light 
does  not,  as  in  Europe,  emanate  from  the  vivid 
streamers  which  dance  over  the  starry  floor  of  the 
heavens,  in  ever  changing  and  inexplicable  mazes, 
but  proceeds  from  the  northern  horizon,  over  which  a 
pale,  luminous,  low,  and  depressed  arch,  embracing 


*   Not  havinjji;  observed    it  olscwlicre   in    Canadn,   I  spuak  only  oi 
locality,  as  a  personal  observer. 
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an  extent  of  from  sixty  to  ninety  degrees,  is  com- 
monly tlirown.  This  arch  is  generally  luminous  in 
its  whole  body,  not  on  the  rim  or  verge  onlv,  wiiicli 
fades  away  into  ethereal  space,  but  from  its  superior 
circumference  to  the  chord  formed  by  the  horizon 
itself,  and  varies  in  its  elevation  from  ten  to  fifteen 
and  twenty  degrees.  Wherever  it  embraces  stars, 
these  luminaries  are  cither  veiled  or  dimly  seen,  be- 
ing strongly  contrasted  on  a  hne  starlight  night,  witli 
their  I'ellow  orbs  of  the  southern  heavens,  which 
ap])ear  to  shine  out  with  double  brilliancy. 

Within  the  space  comprehended  by  this  arch  of 
light,  continual  changes  are  operating :  if  the  Aurora 
assumes  a  splendid  shape,  dark  volumes  of  vapour, 
not  like  clouds,  but  blackening  in  a  moment,  rise  and 
fall  whenever  a  ray  or  an  ulterior  arc  begins  to 
form ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  this  darkness  usually 
accompanies  the  commencement  of  every  change  in 
the  scene,  thereby  increasing  the  majesty  and  beauty 
as  well  as  the  brilliancy  of  the  spectacle. 

But  it  is  impossible  for  any  pen  adequately  to 
describe  a  phenomenon  which  is  continually  presented 
in  these  regions,  and  it  is  with  diffidence  that  I  con- 
tinue a  task  imposed  on  myself.  It  will,  therefore, 
be  more  satisfactory  to  detail  the  circumstances  at- 
tending  a  very  recent  repetition  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  of  those  which  have  been  seen  at  Kingston 
this  winter,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  1  saw,  and 
whatever  escaped  me  was  related  by  a  very  accurate 
observer. 

On  the  evening  of  the  lith  of  December  1835, 
the  sky,  after  the  sun  had  sunk,  was  dark  and  gloomy, 
and  although  there  were  but  few  clouds  visible,  and 
thu  stars  were  rapidly  brightening,  a  change  of 
weather  was  apparent.  Snow  had  fallen  for  the  first 
time,  on  Wednesday  the  8th,  after  a  short  space  of 
great  cold,  to  the  depth  of  about  five  inches,  and  the 
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thermometer  had  sank  afterwards  to  sixteen  deu;rees, 
at  which  it  stood  on  Monday,  the  13th.  On  Tnesday, 
it  rose  to  tliirty  deijjrce.s,  and  rain  in  abundance  fall- 
ing,  removed  the  snow  entirely.  It  was  exactly  mid- 
way l^etween  the  extreme  cold  and  the  thaw  that 
the  Aurora  took  place,  the  thermometer  a:  t]ie  time 
standing  at  al)out  twenty-six  degrees,  and  the  wind 
a  gentle  breeze  from  the  north-west.  The  barometer 
stood  at  29.9,  a*  i  p.m.,  at  an  elevation  (>+'  forty  f.o! 
aboAC  th'  Vik'^  huh  is  t^.o  hu.'>dred  and  nineteen 
le.t  abov;:  ;--   :  (»a. 

Its  fi  St  iv  pc  'MMce,  after  darkness  had  completely 
set  in,  was  .;y  th.  miinous  arch  above  mentioned 
assinning  its  wonted  place.  From  this  arch  in  the 
north  arose  almost  incessant  streamers  of  bright 
white  light,  which  shot  upwards  to  the  zenith,  anil 
streaked  the  dark  sky  with  their  silvery  lines. 

Once  a  mass  of  light  suddenly  o])ened  in  the 
zenith,  and  from  it  darted  out  innumeral>le  pencils  of 
bright  rays,  overspreading  the  dark  vault  of  heaven 
with  their  glories,  and  seeming  for  a  moment  to  illu- 
minate the  sky  with  a  star,  which  its  vast  space  was 
scarcely  capable  of  containing. 

Ajjiain,  rods  of  white  light  would  dart  forth  from 
the  northern  horizon,  and  one  single  one  in  ])articular 
spanned  the  whole  arch  of  heaven,  touching  the 
southern  horizon  over  the  great  lake. 

This  play  of  the  Aurora  continued  from  seven  until 
near  nine,  and  was  most  brilliant  and  magnificent 
abort  nine,  when  it  assumed  another  and  not  less 
singular  attitude. 

The  lower  arch  was  usually  the  boundary  of  a  very 
dark,  black,  changing  mass ;  between  tlie  lower  arch 

*  The  barometjical  obse.vations  were  made  at  the  hospital,  oa  Poii.t 
Hcniv.  bv  .1  veiv  accurate  observer.  On  the  lOih  December,  it  in- 
dicate'', at  [)  A.M.',  20.5  ;  at  9  p.m.,  29.7  ;  on  the  1  li!i.  at  9  a.m..  ±).S; 
at  9  P.M.,  "20.9  ;  on  the  I2th,  at  9  a.w.,  SQA  ;  at  9  p.m.,  .30.1 
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and  the  second,  the  space  was  not  so  dark ;  and  between 
the  second  and  tliird,  or  upper  arch,  it  was  still  lighter, 
excepting  wliere  tiic  coruscations  shot  upwards  out  of 
the  second  arch,  and  there  it  was  very  dark,  'i'hc 
.econd  arcli  .vas  incomplete. 

The  r  ly  shooting  up  on  uic  right  was  brilliant  in 
the  extreme.  Stars  wcic  partially  visible  above  the 
third  arch,  but  the  bright  ones  in  Ursa  jNh.jor,  on  the 
left,  had  )S'l  all  their  splendour,  and  the  constellation 
coald  just  be  traced.  The  obscuration  of  the  lieavenly 
])()dics  reached  almost  to  the  zenith  above  the  centre 
of  the  arch,  and  was  less  over  the  extremities. 

This  first  appearance  lasted  long  enough  to  enal 
me  to  go  into  another  part  of  the  house,  and  mak    i; 
hasty  sketch.     On  my  return  to  the  window,  it    '  •■ 
altering. 

The  lower  arch  had  somewhat  heightcntd,  and 

come  darker,  with  liere  and  th?re  spots  of  light  • 

whilst,  from  its  circumference   shot  out  brilHanL 

and  pencils  of  light.     The  second  arch  had  altogether 

disappeared,  but  the  upper  one  held  its  wonted  place. 

It  must  be  observed,  that  the  upper  arch  was  always 

paler,  and  more  indistinct  in  its   outline  than    the 

others.    Faint  stars  now  appeared  through  the  darkish 

vapour,  between  the  two  bands,  or  areiies  of  light ; 

and  the  lower  band  was  indistinct,  excepting  to  the 

left  of  its  central  space,  wdiere  it  was  vividly  depicted 

and  extremely  well  defined  by  a  sharp  band  of  bright 

light,  cut  off,  both  above  and  below,  by  very  black, 

vapoury  masses.     This  second  appearance  lasted  also 

long  enough  to  enable  me  to  make  a  hasty  sketch 

of  it. 

None  of  the  pencils,  or  rays,  which  shot  out  of 
either  of  these  changes  of  the  Aurora,  were  so  quick 
or  so  intensely  vivid  m  their  action  or  light,  as  those 
seen  in  the  more  northern  regions,  nor  were  they 
coloured,  but  they  were  always  accompanied  by  the 
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hliU'k,  viinomy  shroud,  wliifh  liid  cvcrvtliin}:;  v\sv  IVom 
viow,  and  .uldcd  ixrcMllv  •«»  Hir  liistir  oi'  flicir  cxotlus 
I'ntm  (lie  hori/on. 

llavintr  mad*'  the  skclclt,  I  auaiii  rclnnicd  to  view 
lln'  Aurora,  wliicli  liad  somcwiial  ('liai\^(Ml  its  aj>|)("ar- 
aiuc. 

Ilolli  arcs,  or  Ix^Ils,  wcvc  now  itss  distinci,  tlic  iowcr 
i)i\c  alnu)s(  oldilcratcd  ;  liiil  slill  ils  place  was  well 
inarkctl  l)v  tlu^  arch  of  va|)(>nr  hclow,  which  was  darkci' 
ihan  ever.  'I'hr(>e  lar^re  spots  ol"  intense  li^ht  now 
displayed  themselves,  one  on  the  horizontal  chord,  ami 
one  i)\\  eat'h  side  of  the  Iowim'  arch;  \vhilst  this  lower 
/.one  shot  out  innnmerahle  ]>encils  and  Hoods  «»j'  lin;lii 
Ironi  its  dark  nnelens,  tlu'  npp(>r  /one  also  dart  1111; 
lorth  line's  ol'  brilliant  Yi\\s;  all  these  ravs,  iVoin  IxmIi 
hands,  niovinii"  in  a  \v\y  stately  march,  or  j)roji;ressi(Hi 
Irom  east  to  wt'sl. 

Towartls  the  southern  niul  western  portions  of  the 
hcjivcns  all  was  clear,  hlue-hlaek  star!i«i;ht,  Orion 
heinp:  )>articular!y  brilliant  ;  the  north  \»'as  as  if  ever- 
spread  with  a  thin  v(m1,  throuirh  which  the  stars  were 
bar(>ly  \isible. 

I  watclicil  these  alterations  of  the  phenomenon  uiilil 
after  1(Mi.  and  the  last  I  observed  presentinl  thisiorm; 
at'tcr  \>hi«'h  the  arches  became  less  distinct,  and  even- 
tually, with  the  c.Nccption  of  the  ^real  arch,  pas-ed 
awav. 

In  this  fourth  chanue,  the  Aurora,  it  will  ho  e!)- 
servcd,  resumed  its  three  arches,  but  they  were  no 
li)n^;er  concentric,  the  third  beinj.!;  broken  on  the  rifilil 
into  a  pt)rlion  o\'  a  tburth.  Between  the  second  ami 
third,  the  darkness  was  th(>  darkness  ol'  hlaekncs!^, 
whilst  the  third  arch  was  light  itstdf;  but  the  lowir 
arches  were  not  so  briiiht,  and  the  lower  luicleus  was 
onlv  darkish,  which  was  contrary  to  every  state  that 
ii  had  presiMiled.  under  any  t'oriner  observailons.  tor 
several  \ears. 
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Tlic  coMslaut  anil  (.I'tlic  Aurora  of  flic  lakes  has,  I 
hchovc,  never  heen  nolicid  in  any  seieiitifie  nnhhea- 
tion,  and  is  well  worthy  the  attention  )!'  the  leartied. 
Whether  it  is  created  hy  n  pecniiar  locality  of  the 
matter  of  which  the  suhstaiicc  of  the  Ain'ora  is  com- 
posed, or  whether  tin-  Anrora.  itself,   as  the  magnetic 
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emanate,  can  scarcely  he  at  present  determined;  hnt 
il  is,  at  all  events,  hi}i;hly  siiioular,  thai  in  a  lalilndcr 
j-d  low  as  forty-fonr  dcfrrces,  the  Anrora  shonld  assinne 
foiiiis  nidvnown  in  the  hi<i;iier  northern  regions,  wjiere 
il^  powers  were   iiitherto  snpposed  to  iiave  developed 


tlirmsclvcs  in  the  hiiihcst 
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possn)ic  siaie. 
Not  ha\  in<r  heen  very  well  when  thissin^nlar  s( cnc* 
occurred,  I  did  not  lake  all  that  notice  of  il  which  it, 
(icscrvcd.  I  trnst  I  shall  he  ahle,  dnrinfj;  the  winter, 
lo  noic  the  atmospheric  phenomena  which  accompany 
il  more  particularly,  as  well  as  to  ^ive  a  more  detailed 
acrotmt. 

Mid  StM)ttMnlur,  IHOf). 

Al  Kinf>;ston,  HpiKM'  Canada,  a  very  siiifi^nlar  dis- 
|)luv  : — I'he  ))ortion  call(>d  Meiry  Dancers,  which  are 
seldom  -ici;  n  in  I'ppcr  Canada,  and  wiiich  is  a  swift 
inmsition  and  intermin^lement  of  vertical  cohmnis  of 
li'j;lil,  was  verv  heantihd  and  hrilliant,  hnt  of  very 
siiorl  duration,  and  oidy  occurred  once  during  Ji 
splnulid  cxhihition  of  the  Aurora,  which  was  coloured 
red  in  its  eastern  and  western  portions,  also  very 
unusual  in  that  rcii;ion. 

There  was  also  a  vast  sheet  of  hripjht  and  (hiz/diiifr 
while  light  proc(H*din^  from  an  apex  near  the  zenith, 
or  rallu  r  from  a  ]H)int  inclined  forty-live  decrees  to  the 
south  of  the  zenith.  It  had  a  slow  and  solemn  motion, 
and  exhihitt  d  a  triangle  reaching  to  the  horizon.  This 
was  opposite  to  the  constant  arch  in  the  north,  which 
remained  for  a  long  time,  as  usual  :  and  the  descrihed 
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in()ti(»n  of  tho  triimiinlar  sheet  of  liirlit  was  fn-m  wesi 
to  oa>r,  altlioimli  broken  at'tervvaids  into  rays  all  rouii'l 
the  sl\V  very  slow'.y.  It  was  followed  by  the  coronal, 
or  nnibrella  aurora,  from  the  /.enith,  eoyernijj;  witli 
its  rays  the  uhole  visible  lieniisphero.  'J'his  was  tlw 
grantlest  display  ot  the  Aurora  I  oyer  saw  in  Canada, 
«s  far  as  variety  of  form  and  motion  was  eoneerned. 

In  the  winter  of  IS.'^T  —  December,  I  think — there 
^vas  a  red  liuht  ditl'used  over  t!ie  whole  sky  after  sun- 
set  for  S(/me  h»)nrs,  whieh  ^ave  the  snow  the  a])peai- 
nnec  of  beinp;  rose  colour.  People  fancied  at  fn>l  ii 
nrose  trom  some  extensiye  and  alarmiuir  'itv. 


SOLAR    PlIKNOMENOX. 


Immediately  previous  to  tl.c  alteration  of  tlic  weather 
nt  Kinji'ston,  on  Lake  Ontario,  after  an  unusual  (hira- 
tion  of  severe  frost,  and  about  the  middle  of  Mare):, 
at  ner.r  four  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  Snndav,  I  o!). 


served  a  suiguiar  species  ot  liaio,  or  ramijow. 

The  day  was  mild,  and  there  was  scarcely  aiiv 
wind,  and  no  rain,  but  the  fac(  of  tlie  sky  was  over- 
clouded, and  the  sun  appeared  as  it  does  throiiiih  a 
sliii-ht  fo<j:. 

Around  tlie  luminary,  at  a  radial  distance  of  per- 
haps twenty  tlegrees,  there  was  a  dark  halo  ot  tli'. 
usual  defined  character  and  a})])earance ;  and  circlinii; 
this  halo,  in  various  ])laces,  a  riunijow  was  visil)lo. 
This  rainbow  wjis  britjlite^t  >n  the  eastern  and  weslcrn 
parts  of  the  lialo,  wh.ere  it  as.-umed  that  peculiar  np- 
]>car'Uice  which  seafaring  men  call  weather  dog^.  niid 
which  are  of  very  frc(pient  occurrence  in  the  northern 
division  of  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
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It  was  evident  from  the  dull   whitish  liijjht  th.p.t  \\a> 
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tlie  halo  of  which  the  prismatic  colours  were  not  per 
fectlv   defined,   that   in   some   situations  an    ol>sc'rve 
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IbriiR'tl  u  ooinnlc'lo  circlo  concentric-  willi  the  sun. 

In  the  course  of  tlic  winter  season,  durinii;  clian<res 
of  tlie  weather  from  frost  to  a  thaw,  1  have  fre<iueutly 
oi)seived  a  small  |)orlion  of  a  vertical  arch  of  the 
above  descrijition,  althou<rh  the  sun  was  hardly 
visible.      Tsually  these  occtn-rences  have  taken   j)lace 
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the  instance  here  described  :  they  have  always  hap- 
jiened  when  tiiere  was  no  rain. 

I  am  unable  to  say  whether  the  appearances  mi«rht 
not  be  crcateil  by  reflection  from  the  brilliant  sjirfiice 
of  such  a  vast  body  of  ice,  unencumbered  by  snow,  as 
has  been  ])resented  by  Lake  Ontario  durin<r  the  last 
winter,  as  it  is  difKcidt  to  account  for  the  formation 
of  a  rainbow  of  so  small  a  diameter  on  the  usual  ]>rin- 
ciples,  since  the  sun  at  the  time  was  forty  degrees 
above  the  horizon. 

I  h  ive  used  the  word  rainbow  in  the  above  descrip- 
tion, although  it  is  not  u  correct  one,  as  there  were  no 
ap))car<mces  of  rain  during  the  presence  of  the  phe- 
nomenon, although  it  is  true  there  was  a  slight  mist,  or 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  an  almost 
coinplete  circum-solar  rainbow,  which  a})peared  at 
Toronto  (I'.  C),  July  lfs34,  at  seven  in  the  morning. 

SUNSET. 

On  the  Gth  September,  1839,  or  three  days  after  the 
<^rcat  aurora,  the  appearance  of  the  sun  w  as  extremely 
^~in<<;nlar  at  Kinfjston,  in  Upper  Canada.  It  resem- 
i)l(d  that  auroi.  only  the  rays  were  reversed  of  course. 
riiesc  rays,  accurately  defined,  were  divided  by  sharp 
iniic  green  band>.  perfectly  distinct,  and  the  China 
■-'.ilour,  so  frccjuently  seen  in  Canada,  where  the  light 
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of  the  sun  mingles  at  its  setting  with  the  clouds  or 
sky,  passing  from  an  indescribable  gradation  of  reds 
through  green  to  that  unpaintable  blue-white,  was 
particularly  fine. 

The  sunsets  of  Upper  Canada  and  Newfoundland 
both  exhibit  this  peculiar  soft  white  china  blue,  and 
those  countries  afford  splendid  sunsets  at  all  times  of 
the  year  when  the  sky  is  not  misty. 

I  cannot  close  these  accounts  without  referriiior  t'» 
some  observations  in  my  work  on  "  Canada  in  1841," 
respecting  the  phosphorescence  of  the  sea,  there  do- 
scribed  as  havino;  been  seen  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Law- 
rence.  I  have  since  thought  much  on  the  subject, 
have  seen  it  frequently,  and  am  of  opinion  that,  liko 
the  aurora,  it  is  one  of  the  grand  displays  of  electro- 
magnetic powers.  I  find  that  in  the  Edinburgh  Plii- 
losophical  Journal  for  1819,  there  is  an  ingenious 
paper  addressed  by  Dr.  Robertson  to  Dr.  Brewster, 
on  the  luminous  appearance  of  the  Mediterranean, 
Avith  reference  also  to  the  Fata  Morgana. 

Now  I  could  never  find  any  insects,  or  the  reli(|iiia> 
of  fishes,  afier  careful  search  in  the  luminous  water 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  am  much  inclined  to  credit 
the  theory  there  broached,  that  a  chan<2;e  of  the 
weather  causes  these  appearances;  that  the  luminositj 
is  seldom  observed  in  winter,  compared  with  its  fre- 
quency in  summer  and  in  autumn;  that  it  rarely  occurs 
v.'ith  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  northward,  or  when  the 
temperature  of  the  air  is  low,  nor  in  any  great  degree, 
excepting  in  calms,  when  the  temperature  of  the  aii 
is  high,  and  the  wind  about  to  change  to  a  southerly 
point,  and  that  it  is  most  brilliant  just  before  rain ; 
that  it  is  somehow  occasioned  by  co-operation  by  the 
rapid  evolution  of  the  electric  fluid  in  that  process, 
although  it  is  undoubtedly  sometimes  the  effect  ot 
animals  possessing  phosphoric,  or  some  other  luminous 
matter.    Dr.  Robertson  says,  that  an  ingenious  Greek 
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LIST  OF  WORKS  ALREADY  PUBLISHED  ON 
NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The  best  authorities  on  Newfoundland  are,  in  tin; 
order  ol  time, — 

1497.  (12  Hen.  VII.)  In  Purcha^'  Pilgrim,  folio, 
vol.  iii.,  })a«i;e  807,  an  Accoiint  of  the  Discovery 
of  Newfoundland,  by  Jolni  Cabot,  a  Venetian, 
and  Sebr.stian,  his  Son,  on  tlic  24th  of  June,  1497, 
in  English  shi}>s,  with  a  Commission  (;f  Hen.  VII., 
with  the  Account  given  by  Sebastian  Cabot  of 
coining  home  along  the  coasts  of  America  to 
Florida. 

1498.  (l;J  Hen.  VII.)  In  Purchas'  Pilgrim,  folio, 
vol.  ii.,  ]>agc  809,  and  vol,  iii.,  page  401,  and  in 
llackluyt's  Voyages,  folio,  ])age  512;  a  Discourse 
of  Sebastian  (Jabot,  touching  his  Discovery  of 
part  of  the  West  India,  out  of  England,  Anno 
1497.  i!t  the  charffe  of  Kinti;  Henry  VII.,  used  (o 
Galcacius  Putrigarius,  the  Poj)c's  legate  in  Spain, 
and  re})orted  by  the  said  legate  in  this  sort,  .vith 
several  other  Testimonies  concerning  tli:;  said 
Discovery. 

1499.  (14  lien.  VII.)  In  llackluyt's  Voyages,  folio, 
page  515,  a  Note  of  Sebastian  Cabot's  first  Dis- 
covery of  })art  of  the  Indies,  taken  out  of  tlie  latter 
part  of  llobert  Fabian's  Chronicle ;  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  three  savages  l)r<)iight  home  by  liini, 
and    presented   unto   the  king  in   the  fourteenth 
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'adb    (27    Jlon.    VIIT  )     lu  i , 

Vage  of  blaster  Horotd'l'''   ''•    ^'^-      Ti,e 

voar  1536,  and  in  tiie  ,wcm.  '■''?  .^■■"""  ^"  H.e 
lul  ToV"'  Eifthth.  •""»y-e.gl,tl,  year  of  Kin" 
'■J^S.  (2  Edward  VJ^  IT„  1 1 
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Ordinances,  Instructions,  ar.d  Advcrrizcments  of 
and  lor  the  Direction  of  the  hitended  Voyage  for 
Carthaye,  compiled,  made,  and  delivered  Ijy  the 
Rig-lit  Worshipful  jVI.  Sebastian  Cabota,  Esquire, 
Governor  of  the  Mystery  and  Company  of  the 
]Merchant's  Adventurers  for  the  Discovery  of 
Regions,  Dominions,  Islands,  and  Places  unknown, 
the  9th  of  ^Nlay,  in  the  vear  of  oui  Lord  15oii, 
7  Edward  VI. 

Also,  p.  263,  Exemplar  Epistolye  sen  Littcraruin 
]Missivarum  quas  illustrissinms  Princeps  Ed- 
vardus  ejus  nominis  sextus,  etc.,  Arisit  ad  Prin- 
cipes  vSeptentrionalem  ac  Orientalem  mundi 
plagam  inhabitantes  juxta  mare  glaciale,  necnon 
Indiam  Orientalen),  Anr.o  Domini  1553,  rey-ni 
sui  !)C}>timo  et  ultnno. 

1578.  (19  Eii/abeth.)  Iir  llackluyt,  p.  074.  A  Letter 
written  to  JMr.  Richard  llackluyt,  of  the  JNIiddh^ 
Temple,  conteining  a  Report  of  the  true  State  and 
Conunodities  of  Newfoundland,  by  M.  Anthonio 
]*arkhurst,  gentleman,  1578  ; 

And  at  p.  679:  The  Letters  Patent  graunted  by 
Iler  Majestic  to  Sir  Ilumfrey  Gilbert,  of  C'onip- 
ton,  in  the  countie  of  Devon,  Knight,  for  the  iu- 
hal)iting  and  }>lanting  of  our  people  in  America, 
Witness  Oursclf  at  Westminster,  the  xi.  day  of 
June,  tiie  20th  yccre  of  our  Reigne. 

1583.  (25  Elizabeth.)  In  llackluyt,' p.  718.  A  True 
Rc})ort  of  the  late  Discoveries  and  Possession 
taken  in  the  right  of  the  (-rowne  of  England  of 
the  New-found-land,  by  tluit  valiant  and  woitliy 
gentleman.  Sir  Ilumfrey  Gilbert,  Knight,  wherein 
is  also  brieHv  set  downe  her  liijrhuess  a  lawt'n! 
title  thereunto,  and  the  great  nnd  manifold  coni- 
mocUties,  &c.,  written  by  Sir  George  Peck  ham, 
Knight,  the  chief  adventurer  and  furthercr  of  the 
said  vo\  age  to  Newfoundland  ; 


0\    NCWrOUNDLAM). 


331) 


cuts  of 

i\ge  tor 

\)y  the 

'   of  the 
)vcry   ot' 

i\kuoNVi^» 

\Ucranun 

'  ud  I'viu- 
1^  uuincli 
\e,  iiccuon 


,,e  State  and 
[.  AvUUovuc 

.-vcumtcd  by 

of  ^>«»^^V' 
"for  tbe  lu- 
'lu  AuACVU-a. 

01 


XI. 


day 
AT 


d  Vo^i^c 


18. 


ss 


i-ue 
ion 


Ena; 
and  ^v 


land  ot 


01' 


i^r 


nc 


bt,  ^v 


nivn 
Irtbo^' 


boroiu 
laNvtu^' 
\fc)\d  coni- 
VcckUani' 


;s  a 


:r  ^' 


le 


And  also  at  p.  698,  of  folio  of  1589:  A  cople  of 
the  Letters  in  Latin  and  English  to  tlic  v.oish in- 
full  Master  Uichard  Hackhiyt,  at  Oxford,  m 
Christ  Church,  Master  of  Arts,  dated  in  New- 
foundland, at  St.  John's  Port,  the  sixt  of  August 
1583,  giving  an  account  of  that  island. 

1G09.  (7  James  L)  In  Purclias,  vol.  iii.,  p.  581.  The 
third  voyage  of  Master  Ilcnrie  Hudson  towards 
Nova  Zemhla,  and  at  his  return,  his  j)assin"-  from 
Farre  Islands  to  Newfoundland,  and  along  to 
fourty-four  degrees  ten  minutes;  and  thence 
to  Cape  Cod,  and  so  to  3.'i  degrees,  Sic.  iu  IGOD. 
Written  by  Robert  Ives,  of  Limehouse. 

1610.  (8  James  I.)  In  Purchas.  The  IJegiiming  of 
the  Patent  for  Newfoundland,  and  tlu>  plantation 
there,  made  by  the  English,  1610;  delivered  in  u 
Letter  dated  thence  from  M.  Cuy  to  M.  Slauy  : 
also  of  the  weather  the  three  first  w  inters,  and  ol 
(Captain  Western,  v.ith  other  remarkable  occur- 
rents. 

1022.  (20  James  I.)  A  Discovuse  and  Discovf.rv 
01"  NEVV-roVND-LAND,  witli  many  reasons  to  prouc 
how  worthy  and  beneficiall  a  Plantation  may  there- 
he  made  after  a  far  better  manner  than  now  it  is«,. 
Together  with  the  Laying  Open  of  Certaine  Enor- 
mities and  Abuses  Committed  by  some  that  Trade 
to  that  Countrey,  and  die  nieancs  laid  downe  for 
Reformation  thereof.  Written  by  ('aptaine  Richani 
WhiU)ourne,  of  Exmouth,in  the  ('ounty  of  Deuon, 
and  published  by  Authority,  as  also,  an  Inuitation  : 
and  likewise  Oertaine  Letters  sent  from  that 
Countrey;  which  are  printed  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  Booke.  Imprinted  at  London,  by  Felix  King- 
ston. 1622.  Small  4to.  (Scarce  and  verv  curiou;<) 
p.  107,  cSic. 
Also,  iu  1622,  Order  of  the  King  in  Council  at 
Theobalds,   the    12th   of  April,    1622;  with   the 
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Copy  of  a  Reference  from  the  King's  Most  Excel- 
lent  Majestie,  for  llcconiinending  C/ap*.ain  Whit- 
bourne's  Discourse  concerning;  Newfoundland,  so 
as  the   same   may    be    distributed   to   the  several 
Parishes  of  this  Kingdom,  for  the  encouragement 
of  Adventurers  unto  the  Plantation  tliere.    As  also 
a  Letter  from  the  Ki<^ht  Honourable  the  I^ords  of 
the   Council,  to  the  Most  Reverend  Fathers  the 
Lords    .Vrchbishops   of   Canterbury   and    Yorke. 
Dat.  Whitehall,  the  last  day  of  June,  1621  ;   with 
a  List  of  the  Names  of  some  \v! .. )  have  undertJikcn 
to  hclpe  and  advance  his  iSIajestic's  Plantation  in 
the  New-found-land.     4to.     1622  ; 
And    in   Purchas,    vol.   iv.   j).    1189,   the   Names   of 
Diveis     llonournble    Persons    and    others,    who 
have   andertakea  to  hclpe  advance  his  Majestie's 
Plantaiion  in  the  New-found-land;   with  Extracts 
of  cert,\in    J^rftcis   written   from    the    Governor, 
Ca})tain   Edward   VVinne,  to  Sir  George  Calv.rl, 
his     Lijcstie's  Secretary  of  State,   and  others,  in 
this  year,  1622. 
1626.    ("2  (Miarles  L)   The  Fourth  Edition  of  Purchas ; 

his  Pilgrimage,  in  live  vols.      Folio. 
1671.     (2.5  Charles  II.)     An  Act  for  the  Enconnigc- 
ment  of  the  (Greenland  and  Eastland  Trades,  and 
for   the   better  securing  the    Plantation  Trade  of 
Newfoundland,  and  other  his  Majestie's  Colonics 
and  Plantations.     Anno  xxv.  Car.  2,  caj>.  vii. 
1687.     (.3    .lames   II.)     Tlie    Present    State    of  His 
Majesty's   Isles  and  I'crritories  in  America — viz., 
Jamaica,     Rarbadoes,     St.   Christ()]>her's,     Nevis, 
Antego,    St.    Vii'iCent,    Dominico,    New    .Icincv, 
Pensilvania,  Monserat,  Anguilla,  Rermudas,  (^iio- 
lina,  \'irginia,  New  England,  Tobago,  Xowfoii'id- 
lanil,   Maryland,    New   York;     with    ^le\v    Maps 
of  every  place,   which    will   serve   as   a   Constant 
Diary  or  Calendar  for  the   use  of  th<.'  Engii:  li  In- 
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habitants  in  those  Islands,  from  the  year  1680  to 
1700,  ike.  Lieensed  July  20,  lOSG.  London. 
Printed  for  Donnan  Newman.  1687.  8vo.  p.  212. 
To  which  are  added  Astronomical  Tables. 

1694.  (6  Wilham  and  Mary.)  A  Letter  from  the 
Baron  Lahontan,  dated  at  Viana,  in  Portujjjal, 
January  31,  1694,  cf)ntainin«j;  an  Account  of  the 
Writers  Departure  from  France  for  Placentia,  in 
Newfoundland.  A  Fleet  of  Thirty  Knirlish  Ships 
came  to  seize  upon  that  place,  but  is  disa])]>ointcd, 
and  sheers  otf.  The  reasons  why  the  English  have 
Bad  Success  in  all  their  Enter])rizes  beyond  Sea. 
The  Writer's  Adventure  with  the  (Governor  of 
Placentia,  &:c.  Li  New  Voyages  to  North  America, 
by  the  Baron  Lahontan,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
French  Colony  at  Placentia.,  in  Newfoundland. 
London.     2  vols.  8vo.      170.3. 

1699.  (11  William  III.)  The  Humble  Address  of 
the  Lords  S}>iritual  and  Temporal  to  1-  Majesty, 
in  relation  to  the  Petition  of  Charles  i/osborow, 
late  Captain  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  ]Mary  (ially, 
employed  in  the  Expedition  to  Newfoundland,  in 
the  year  1097,  under  the  ('ommand  of  (.^aplain 
John  Norris ;  and  His  Majesty's  Most  Gracious 
Answer  thereto.  Printed  for  (Charles  Desborow. 
1699.  4to.  ]).  8.  And  an  Act  to  Encourage 
the  Trade  to  Newfoundland,  as  beneficial  to  this 
kingdom,  in  its  Trade  and  Navigation.  Anno  x. 
&  xi.  Guil.  III.  cap.  xxv. 

1708.  (7  Anne.)  The  British  Empire  in  An  erica; 
contains  the  History  of  the  Discovery,  Settlement, 
Progress,  and  Present  State  of  all  the  British 
Colonics  uii  the  Continent  and  Islands  of  America. 
In  two  vols. ;  being  an  Account  of  the  Country, 
Soil,  Climate,  Product,  and  Trade  of  them — viz., 
vol.  i.  Newfoinidland,  Sec,  with  Curious  Maps  of 
the  Several  Places,  done  from  the  Newest  Surveys. 
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By  Herman  Moll,  Gcograplicr.  London.  Printed 
for  John  Nicholson,  i^c.  1708.  8vo.  p.  412 
and  382. 

1708.  Jiy  tlic  Qucon.  A  Proclamation  for  the  better 
Exeeutnip;  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  Encourage  tlie 
Trade  to  Newfoundland,  and  for  Better  Observing 
the  lUiles  and  Orders  in  the  said  Act  for  llejru- 
lating  the  Fishery,  Ike.  Given  at  our  Court  at 
Kensington,  the  ^Cth  day  of  June,  in  the  Seventh 
Year  of  our  Reign.    [London  Gazette,  No.  44.02.] 

1708.  (7  AiHJC. )  Ebenczer  ;  or,  a  Monument  of 
TJiankfidncss:  being  a  true  account  of  a  late 
miraculous  preservation  of  nine  men  in  a  small 
boat,  which  was  inclosed  v.ithin  Islands  of  Jcc 
about  seventy  leagues  from  Land,  and  continuing 
in  Distress  twenty  days  ;  ivith  the  most  remarkable 
Passages,  which  happened  in  their  voyage  from 
Plimouth  to  the  New-ibund-land,  in  the  ship  called 
the  Langdon  Frigate,  Cii\)t.  Arthur  Hohhwortli, 
Commander;  v.ith  alist  of  the  names  of  those  that 
survived,  and  can  witness  to  the  truth  of  this 
Relation.  Written  bv  Allen  Geare,  Chief  3[atc  of 
the  Ship,  who  was  a  Principal  Sharer  both  in  the 
3Iipery  and  the  Mercy.  London:  Printed  by  Sam 
Smith,  1708.     8vo,     p.  8. 

/71L  (10  Anne.)  Considerations  on  the  7"rade  to 
Newfoundland.  Givirif*-  Reasons  for  which  it  may 
be  proper  to  Petition  Iler  Majesty  that  no  Peace 
inay  be  c(mcluded  with  the  Enemy,  unless  the 
French  King  will  restore  to  the  Crown  of  Grc;!; 
Britain  all  Newfoundland  and  the  Islands  that 
belong  to  it,  as  Her  Undoubted  Right  and  Pro- 
perty. London :  Printed  for  Andrew  Bell,  one 
sheet  folio.     1711. 

J 7  12.  (11  Anne.)  A  Letter  from  a  West  India  Mer- 
chant to  a  Gentleman  at  Tunbridge,  concernini!; 
ihat  part  oi'  the  French  Proposals  which  relates  to 
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North  America,  and  particularly  to  Newfoundland, 
some  'rhou'»;iits  on   their   Offers  about  our 


Witl 

Trade  to   Spain  and   the    West  Indie 


r> 


And 


an 


abstract  of  tlie  A<j;reeruents.     London:   Printed  in 
tlie  year  17  P2.     8vo.    p.  34. 

1713.  (12  Anne.)  A  True  I^ist  of  the  several  Shi})s 
arrived  at  Leghorn,  ironi  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  Newfoundland,  in  one  vear,  connnencing  at 
Lady-day  1712  to  Lady-day 'l 7 13.  Printed,  lialf 
sheet. 

1778.  (George  III.)  Voyage  to  California,  by 
Chappe  d'Autcroche,  to  ol)servc  the  Transit  of 
Venus,  and  Voyage  to  Newfoundlaiitl  and   Sallec 


to   make   expernnento   o 


n   Mr.    Lc    U 


^».y 
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keepers,  by  M.  de  Cassini.     London.    Hvo.    1778. 

1703.  (George  III.)  History  of  the  (Jovennnent  of 
the  bland  ()f  Newfoundland,  with  an  Appendix, 
containing  the  Acts  of  Parliament  made  respect- 
ing the  Trade  and  Fishery.  By  John  Beeves, 
Es(j.,  Gliief  Justice  of  the  Island.  London.  1793. 
8vo.  p.  IG7,  and  Appendix,  cxvi. 

1818.  (George  III.)  \'oyage  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Rosamond  to  Ncwfotmdhind  and  the  Southern 
Coast  of  Labrador,  of  which  countries  no  account 
lias  been  published  bv  any  British  Traveller  since 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  By  Lieut.  Edward 
Chappcll,  Ivoyal  Navy,  author  of  a  Voyage  to 
Hudson's  Bay.     London.      !818.     8vv,.     p.  270. 

1S19.  (Geornre  Til.)  A  History  of  the  Lland  of  New- 
for.iidland,  containing  a  Description  of  the  Island, 
tlie  Banks,  the  Fisheries,  and  Trade  of  Newfound- 
land, and  the  Coast  of  Labrador,  illustrated  with 
two  Maps.  By  the  Rev.  Lewes  Amadeus  Ans- 
pach,  late  a  Magistrate  of  that  Island,  and  Mis- 
sionary for  the  District  of  Conception  Bay.  Lon- 
don.    1819.     8vo.     ]).  512. 

1822.    (George    IV.)     British     America,     l>y    John 
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M'Grcgor,    Esq.,  first   vol.     In    two    vols,   8vo. 

Edinburgh.     1822.     Bvo. 
1836  to  1839.  Statistics  of  the  Colonics  of  the  British 

Empire,  by  M  .   tgomcry  Martin,  Y>B(\.,  in  5   vols. 

and  1  of  Appc.uix,  ^vitn  a  vol.   of  Appendix  for 

Newfoundland.     Sec    third  Vol.  and  Appendix. 

8vo.     London. 
1840.  Edinburgh  Cabinet  Library. 
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Auntf u.TirnK  and  pasturage,  i.  ITO, 

177;  ii.  47,  123 
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»iti_73,  120.    John  and  Sebastian 
I'abot,  1 1  —16,  30,  &c.     A.  Zeno, 
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account  of,  22,  25,  55  ;  ii.  2,     Bac- 
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Britain,  Little,  (Newfoundland)  i. 
74 

Buel,  Mr.,  ii,  70 

Bulls,  Bay  of,  road  from  St.  John's 
to  the,  i.  107,  n.     Village  at,  138 

Burroughs,  Stephen,  Journal  of,  i. 
■)0 

Butrigarius,  Galeatius,  i.  21,  27,  48 

Byng,  Admiral  the  Hon.  John,  civil 
governor,  i.  104 

Byron,  Hon.  John,  (Admiral  Lord) 
his  administration  of  Newfound- 
land, i.  125 

Cabot,  John,  voyages  of,  i.  6,  10, 
21  r,.,  35.  Henry  VIL's  letters- 
patent  for  discoveries  in  the  East, 
West,  and  North.  9 

,  Louis  and  Sancius,  i.  9,  10 

,    Sebastian,    history  of    his 

voyages  and  discoveries,  i.  11 — 59. 
His  death,  51.     His  map,  &c.  35 

Cabotia,  a  name  for  North  America, 
i.  29 

Calvert,  Sir  George,  his  plantations 
in  North  America,  i.  74,  78 

Cambriol,  Little  Britain,  or  S.  coast, 
i.  74 

Campbell,  Vice- Admiral  John,  naval 
governor,  i.  132 

Canadas,  the  French  settlements  in 
the,  i.  55,87.  'eded  to  the  Eng- 
lish by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  117. 
Their  present  condition,  186,  199, 
319;  ii.  69,  77,  101,  169 

Carbon' jr,  town  and  fishing  station, 
I.  86,  107;  ii.75,  236 

Cartier.  Jaques,  voyages  of,  i,  25, 
53,  56 

Catalina  cliflfs,  pyrites  of,  combus- 
tible, i.  191  n.  Catalina  stone, 
its  deceptious  resemblance  to  pre- 
cious metals,  191  n. 

Cathay,  sea  passage  to,  sought,  i.  10, 
20,  *29.  Gold,  &c.,  of  oriental 
Cathay,  Ophir,  and  Tharsis,  43, 
48 

Catholic  population,  Roman,  i.  134  n. 
150,  161  ;  ii.  75,  77,  109 

Chaleur,  Bay  of,  i.  54  ;  ii.  48,  169. 

Chalybeate  spring,  Log  Bay,  i.  192. 
Analysis  of  the  water,  193. 


Chancellor,  Richard,  voyage  of,  i.  47. 

Charles  L,  regulations  of  the  fisheries, 
and  fishing  admirals  estublishtd 
by,  i.  76  w.  to  8  0 

Charles  IL,  reign  of,  i.  81 

Charters,  i.  78,  153 

Child,  Sir  Josiah,i.  8i  «.,  83  n. 

China,  and  Chinese  seas,  i.  12, 15,  47. 

Clergy,  resident,  i.  86  //.,  125  n.,  131 
n.,  134  77.,  154,  156,  161  ;  ii.  99, 
103. 

Climate  of  Newfoundland,  i.  14S, 
327—367  ;  ii.  1,  78. 

Clinton,  Capt.,  R.N.,  governor,  i. 
103. 

Coal-fields  and  mines,  i.  190  n.,  19j, 
200,  &c.  ;  ii.  122. 

Cochrane,  Capt.  Sir  Thomas,  R.N., 
governor,  i.  155.  His  improve- 
ments at  St.  John's,  154,  15G. 
His  measures,  157. 

Cod,  salmon,  and  esculent  ti.sh,  i. 
37—76,130,259—274;  ii.  48,  2-12 

,  Cape,  i.  66. 

Codroy  river.  Great,  i.  201—203. 

Colston,  William,  i.  68. 

Columbus,  Christopher,  character 
of,  i.  2.  His  voyages,  5,  l\,-2l 
31,  51.     Life  of,  8  «. 

-,  Bartholomew,  his  mission, 
and  capture  by  corsairs,  i.  7.  Joins 
Christopher  in  the  West,  7— 11 

Colville,  Adm.Lord,R.N.,  i.  1,  lOS, 
113. 

Commerce  of  the  colonv,  i.  144, 147. 
159  ;  ii.  118,  159,  176. 

Conception  Bay,  i.  137,  159,  190, 
200;  ii.  67,  111,239. 

Cook,  Capt.,  circumnavigator,  bis 
surveys,  i.  121  ?/.,  190,  357. 

Copper- mine  at  Shoal  Bay,  i.  190. 

Cortesreales,  Caspar,  voyage  of,  i. 
22,  52. 

Dolphins,  i.  250,  &c. 

Downing,  Mr.  John,  i.  82  «. 

Drake,  Capt.  F.  W.,  his  administra- 
tion of  the  colony,  i.  105. 

Duckworth,  Adm.  Sir  J.  T.,  naval 
governor,  i.  142. 

Duff,  Commodore  R.,  his  adminis- 
tration, i.  130. 


INDEX. 


47 


hard,  voyage  of,  i.  47. 

lations  of  the  fisheries, 

admirals  Cbiublishtd 

380 

gn  of,  i.  81 

,  153 

ah,i.  Pi  »m83  n.^ 

inese  seas,  i.  12, 15,  4,. 

nt,  i.  86w.,  125  H.,  131 

54,   156,   161;    ii. '^9, 

Jewfonndland,  i.    148, 

ii.  1,  78. 

t.,   R.N.,   governor,  i. 

d  mines,  i.  190  rt.,19j, 
i.  122. 

ipt.  Sir  Thomas,  U.>.. 
i.  155.  His  imiirove- 
St.   John's,    154.    15G. 

res,  157. 

and  esculent  iish,  i. 
n,  259— 274;  ii.4S,242 

',  Great,  i.  201-203. 
liam,  i.  68. 

Christopher,    character 
;is  voyages,  5,  11, 2^*' 

ife  of,  8  n. 
irtholomew,  his  mission, 

•e  by  corsairs,  i.  7.  Joins 
n- in  the  West,  7-11 
n.Lord,R.N.,i.  1,10?, 

f  the  colony,  i.  144,14:. 

8,  159,  176. 

Bay,  i.  137,    159,   190, 

7,  ni'239. 

,  circumnavigator,  cis 
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Caspar,  voyage  of,  i. 
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[r.  John,  i.  82  ".    . 
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Eagles,  hawks,  ravens,  &c.,  i.  37,  226 
Easton,  buccaneer,  i.  57,  73 
Ecclesiastical  affairs,  religious  deno- 
minations,   &c.,    i.  86,    125,   131, 
134,  154—161  ;  ii.  98,  113 
Eden,    Richard,    "  Abridgment    of 

Travels"  by,  i.  11,  12,  20,  27,47 
Edward  \T.,  i.  45,  46,  56 
Edwards,    Rear-Adm.,   his  govern- 
ment, i.  131 
El  l>orado  sought  by  Raleigh,  i.  CG 
Evergreens  and  shrubs,  i.  303 
Elizabeth,  reign  of,  i.  58,  6 
Elliot,   Rear-Adm.,  his  administra- 
tion of  Newfoundland,  i.  133 
Exploits,  Bay  of,  i.  130 
Fabyan's  Chronicle,  i.  38 
Foncibles,  the  Newfoundland,  i.  140 
Ferrvland,  i.  108 
Fire-stone, /»^r<V<;5,  191  ii. 
Fish,  the  various  species  of,  i.  37, 
52—88,  119,  130—159,  259—274  ; 
ii.  48,  159 
Fisheries,  Trade,  Shipping,  and  R-^"- 
venue,  i.  52—56,  73—88,  119,  139 
—  1.39,144,  159  ;  ii.  159— 216,  242. 
French  fishing  vessels,  i.  76.  88, 
117,    133.      The    Newfoundland 
fishermen,  i.  96,  101,     Privileges 
of  the  fishing  admirals,  i.  77,  102. 
Fishing    stages,     cooking-rooms, 
and  drying-places,  i.  93,  143 
Fleming,'  Right    Rev.    Dr.    R.  C. 

bishop,  ii.  109. 
Flowers  and  horticulture,  i.  309 — 

315 
Fogo  and  Twillingate  islands,  ii.  242 
Fogs,  i.  344,  348,  353  ;  ii.  1. 
Forlies,  Francis,  chief -justice,  i.  150, 

1,"2. 
Forests,  i.  207,  290  ct  seq.,  305. 
House  and  ship  timber,  210,  290, 
297;  ii.  176.  Their  influence 
upon  the  temperature  ;  and  bene- 
ficial as  collecfing  humidity,  i. 
331,  333. 
French  voyages  and  colonies,  i.  52, 
•>j.  Their  fishing  vessels,  76,  88, 
117.  Iberville  destroys  St.  John's, 
and  ravages  Newfoundland,  83, 
^4.    Articles  of  the  treaties  of 


Utrecht  and  Paris,  87,  117.  New 
and  serious  invasion  of  St.  John's, 
&c.  by  them,  107.  Tlu-y  sur- 
render to  Sir  J.  Amherst,  113. 
Their  new  pretensions,  11!>.  Their 
fishery,  133.  Adm.  Rithery  de- 
stroys the  stores  and  fishing  ves- 
sels in  the  Bay  of  Bulls,  138. 
Peace  of  Amiens,  140.  The 
French  fishing  ishore,  213,  &c. 
Residents,  ii.  175,  243. 

Freshwater  Bay,  i.  130 

Frobisher,  his  voyage,  i.  56 

Fruits  and  gardens,  i.  305,  v*<o. 

Furs  and  peltry,  furriers  and  hunters, 
i.  72,  125,' 209.  Meteorological 
influence  on  white  or  dark  fur  ; 
production  of  an  undercoat  of  ani- 
mal fur  in  inclement  seasons,  &;c., 
320—325. 

Gambier,  Adm.,  naval  governor, 
i.  140 

Gander  Bay,  i.  130 

Geographical  description  of  the  co- 
lony, i,  179—222  ;  ii.  217—271 

Geology  and  geological  rehitions, 
i.  179—222  ;  ii.  46,  94.  Slate,  i. 
189.     Copper,   190.      Coal   beds, 

190  H.,  195,  200,  207.      Marble, 

191  H.,  198.  Sandstone,  198,  202. 
Granite  formation,  200,  204.  Flag- 
stones, 202.  Trap  formation,  203. 
Magnesian  limestone,  203.  Gneiss, 
mica,  &c.  204.     Pyrites,  191  n. 

George's,  St.,  bay,  i."'201,  203,  208  ; 
ii.  250 

.  or  Main  River,  i.  211 

Gilbert,  Sir  Humphrey,  liis  Com- 
mission from  Queen  Elizabeth, 
i.  58,  191  71.  He  perishes  with 
bis  crew  at  sea,  64 

Government  and  polity  of  the  co- 
lony, i.  77— 136,  147—160;  ii.  68 
—97 

Gold,  chief  object  of  the  early  navi- 
gators to  the  Western  continent, 
i.  6,  66 

Graham,  Mr.  A.,  his  services  as  se- 
cretary to  Governor  Campbell, 
i.  132 

Grampus,  the,  i.  251 


318 


INDEX. 


Grand  Pond,  the,  i.  203—205 

Graves,  Governor,  resists  an  inva- 
sion by  the  French,  i.  lOG  — 112, 
116 

Guy,  merehant  of  Bristol,  i.  67 

Grasses,  reeds,  &c.  i.  316 

Hackluyt's   "  ^'oyages,"   i.    12,    17, 
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",.,  36 — 57 


Halifax,   Nova  Scotia,  N.  S.,  ii.  49, 

68 
Haniilton,   Vice-Adm.  Sir  Charles, 

hii  administration,  i.  i41) — 152 
Harbour  Grace,  town  of,   i.  190  ;  ii. 

75,  236 
Harvey,  Major- Gen.  Sir  John,  his 

administration  of  Newfoundland, 

i.  166 — 177.     His  speech  at  the 

First     Afi;ricultural    iMeeting    in 

1842,  169 — 175.      His  measures, 

ii.  65,  69 
Hayes.  Capt.,  his  "Briefe  relaacn 

of  tho  Newfoundlande,'"  ii.  2 
Henry  \  II.,  i.  6.     His  commission 

to  Cabot,  9—11,  38 
Henry  VIII.,  his  reign,  i,  53,  54 
Herrera's  Collection  of  Voyages,  i. 

6,  8  n.,  41 
Hore,  Robert,  voyage  of,  i.  ,54 
Horses,  ii.  61 
Hudson's  Bay,  its  coasts  and  cuv- 

renti,  i.  66,  345 
Hudson's  Voyages  to  N.   America, 

i.  CG 
Humber,  river,  i.  198,  208;  ii.  243  «. 
Ice  and  ice-bergs,  i.  59,  324  n.,  328 

u.,  ii.  1.     Frosts,  i.  343 
Indies,  East,  N.W.  or  N.E.  passage 
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sought,    i.  8,  10,  20,  22,   29, 


Ingornachoix,  Bay  of,  ii.  175,  243 
Insects,  arachnides,  &c.,  i.  275 
Interior  of  Newfoundland  explored, 


1.  195,  206 
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Irish  population,  the,  ii.  81 

Islands,  bay  of,  ii.  243 

Isle  aux  Bois,  i.  108 

Ives,  Robert,  i.  66 

James  I.,  plantations  or  colonies  fos- 
tered by,  i.  66,  71 

John's,  St.,  island,  harbour,  and  city 
of,  i.  36— 62,   96,    112,    143,   163. 


The  Narrows  near  the  port,  lOJ, 
111.  River  of,  118.  French  in- 
vasions destructive  of  the  old 
town,  83—86,  107—113.  Con- 
flagrations at,  145,  148.  Popu- 
lation of  this  capital,  160.  Ca- 
thedral of,  ii.  105.  The  Inde- 
pendent church.  Sec,  108.  Insti- 
tutions and  charities,  116,  232. 
Theatre,  117.  Public  buildings, 
232.     Environs,  235 

Jukes,  Mr.,  geographical  observa- 
tions of,  i.  189,  195,  201 

Keats,  Vice-Admiral  Sir  R.  G,, 
government  of,  i.  44 

Kelly's  Island,  ii.  Ill 

Labrador,  account  of,  i.  21,  26—38, 
56.  Coasts  of,  117;  ii.  4,"),  48. 
Fishery,  i.  120.  Annexed  to  Lower 
Canada,  121.  Then  to  Newfound- 
land, 14L  Surrogate  courts  in, 
142.     Mountains  of,  331 

Lakes  -. — near  Torbay,  i,  192.  Tlie 
Grand  Pond,  203— 205.  TheDea- 
Lake.  209 

Law  Courts,  i.  77 — 97, 104.  135,  l,iO. 
155,  161 

Lawrence.  St.,  the  Gulf  of,  i.S'J,  US. 
328,  34i>.  The  river,  346.  Cur- 
rents of,  ii.  49.     Its  ishinds,  i.  iu') 

Leake,  Adra,  Sir  Jolm,  i.  85 

Lepidoptcra :  buttertiies  and  motin, 
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Log  Bay,  fishing  station,  i,  192 

Longevity,  i.  357 

Mac  Gregor's  dictionary  of  Britisl;- 
American  colonies,  i.  3,  151,  ITii 
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Marble,  white,  191  n.,  198 

Martin,  Mr.  Montgomery,  on  New- 
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Martyr,  Peter,  his  "  Decades  of  the 
Ocean,"' i.  12—16 
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Merchants — adventurers  for  the  d:- 
covery  of  unknown  regions  and 
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zoophytes,  Sic,  275 — 288 
Molyneaux,  Commodore,  his  govern- 
ment, 1.  125 
Montague,  Rear- Admiral,  governor  ; 
hostilities    against    the    French ; 
the  American  Vt'ar,  i.  131 
Moral  and  physical  relations  of  New- 
foundland, ii.  45 — 67 
Morse,  the  sea-horse,  or,  i.  225 
Navigation  laws,  the,  i.  120 
Navy,  Royal ;  the  fisheries  of  New- 
foundland considered  a  nursery  for 
seamen,  i.  3,  87,  152 
New  Brunswick,  i.  186 
Ne\vfoundland,  discovery  and  settle- 
ment of,  i.  1—51  ;  ii.2i7.  Progress 
of  colonization  of,  i.  54 — 74.     Co- 
lonial population,  4,  71,  76,  155  n., 
IGO;  ii.  113.     Aborigines  or  Red 
hidiansof,  i.  1,  150;  ii.  251— 266. 
Pyrites,  coals,  &c.  of,  i.    6  ;     .see 
Geology.     Naval  and    civil   go- 
vernors,  historical    records,  &c., 
G2  — 1G6.       Laws,    government, 
imposts.  &c.  77—10.5,    117—136. 
147-160;  ii.  73.     Charters,  i.  78, 
'.55.      Fisheries  of  the  coasts  and 
the  banks,  56,   62,    76—88,  IGU; 
ii.  151),  &e.    Attempt  to  displant 
the   colony   for    the  sak<>   of  the 
tisla-.'y  and  the  royal  navy,  i.  81. 
History  of  the  French  partial  oc- 
cupation of,  their  fishing  vessels, 
rivalry,    and   protracted  warfare, 
'^'),    213;    see   French.     Victoi'v 
gained    by    Admiral     Sir    John 
Leake,   ;*5.      Jurisdiction     made 


separate  from   Nova   Scotia.  83. 
Law  conns,  97,  104,  135.     Vice- 
Admiralty,    104,     135.      Acts  of 
Parliament  relating    to   the    co- 
lony and  fisheries,  93— 126,  129. 
New  duties,  126.     War  of  North 
American      independence  ;     and 
discontents,  want  and  suft'ering  in 
Newfoundland,   126—131,   146— 
149.      Hurricane   of    1775,    129. 
Climate,  and  winter,    148,  327 — 
367;  ii.   1,   78.      Institution  of  a 
House  of  Assembly,  and  its  re- 
sults, whether  for  advantage  or  de- 
triment to  the  public  service,  i. 
157 — 160;  ii.   72,  &c.     New  era 
and  progressive  improvement,  i. 
152,    166;  ii.  65.     Fresh  dissen- 
sion-,   i.    160 ;    ii.    79.     State    of 
society,  manners,  customs,  i.  162  ; 
ii.    98 — 158.     The    present    go- 
vernor alluded  to,  i.  166,  et  scq. ; 
ii.  65,  69.     Journeys  to  the  inte- 
rior, i.  196,  206  ;  ii.  47.     Settlers 
of  the  west  coasts,  213;  ii.  1,  47, 
67.     Encouragement    to  emigra- 
tion to  the  island,  i.  177.     Of  the 
soil,  and  its  capability  for  agricul- 
tui'al     improvement,    168  —  177. 
Agricultural  resources  of,  ii.l — 43. 
Geology,  i.  1 79  —  222.  Animal  king- 
dom, 223—257,  258,  321.     Ento- 
mology, &.C.,  275.  Vegetable  king- 
dom, 289—325.     Moral  and  phy- 
sical relations  of,  ii.  45 — 67.     Go- 
vernment and  polity,  68 — 97.  Re- 
ligion, manners,  and  customs.  98 
— 158.       Houses    and    domestic 
economy,  123,  126,  188.     Modern 
geography  and  topography  of  this 
colony,  217.     Aspect  of  the  island, 
roads,  ito.,  217. 

News])apers,  i.  141 

New  World,  or  West  Indies ;  '•  De- 
cades of  the,"  i.  1 1  n.  "  Decades 
of  the  Ocean,"  12—10.  Puki't; 
observations,  17.  S.  Cabot's  Map, 
&c.,  35,  36 

Notre  Dame  bay,  i.  188,  200 

Nova  Scotia,  i.  37,  39,  88,  117,  186, 
195  ;  ii.  08.     Bishop  of,  i.  1G4 
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O'Donnell,  Dr  James,  R.  C.  Bishop, 
i.  134  n. 

Ordnance  service,  i.  4 

Ornithology  of  Newfoundland,  i.  37, 
220—237 

Ortelius,  Thesaurus  Geographicus 
of,  i.  IG 

Osborne,  ("apt.  Henry,  R.N.,  his 
administration,  i.  8'J,  98.  Is  op- 
posed by  justices  whom  he  had 
appointed,  98,  100.  He  retires, 
103 

Ovi'ile,  St.,  destroys  St.  John's,  New- 
foundland, i.  8<5 

Oviedo,  Gonzales  F.  de,  History  by, 
i.  12,  20 

Packenham,  Capt.  E.,  R.N.,  surro- 
gate, i.  135 

Palliser,  Rear  -  Adm.  Sir  Hugh, 
governor,!.  119.  His  administra- 
tion, 119—125 

Parkhurst,  Antonie,  letter  of.  i.  57 

Parinenius,  to  Hachluyt,  i.  61 

Partridges,!.  37,  319 

Pasturage,  and  cattle,  sheep,  &c.,  i. 
17G 

Pecham,  Sir  George,  Kt.,  i.  58,  65 

Pert,  Vice-Adm.  Sir  Thomas,  i.  40 

Pickniore,  Adni.,  government  of,  i. 
145,  147.     His  death,  149 

Pierre,  St.,  Isle  of,  i.  117,  131,  140 

Pirates  and  buccaneers,  i.  57,  60, 
76 

Placentia  Bay,  and  French  colonists 
at  Plaisance,  &c.,  i.  77,  83 — 91, 
108  ;  ii.  61 

Plants  of  Newfoundland,  i.  289—325 

Porpoises,  i.  250,  255 

Portugal  Cove,  village  of,  ii.  123, 
238 

Portuguese,  their  voyages  and  com- 
merce, i.  22,  24,  52 

Presbyterians,  i.  131  n. 

Prescott,  Capt.  Henry,  R.N.,  civil- 
governor,  i.  159,  163 

Prices  of  provisions,  &c.,  ii.  138 

Prince  Edward's  Island,  i.  40 

Privy  Council  of  Queen  Victoria, 
decisions  of,  i.  165 

Pulci,  "  jMorgante  Maggiore"  of,  i. 
17,  19 


Purchas,  his  "  Pilgrimage,"  i.  20  n. 

Quiddy-Biddy,  boat  harbour,  i.  109, 
110.  Pass  of,  109.  Church  at 
Quidi  Vidi,  ii.  l09 

Race,  Cape,  ii.  60 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  i.  59,  66 

Ray,  Cape,  ii.  16,  47 

Red  Indians,  or  Aborigines  of  New- 
foundland, i.  1,  36,  106,  12,3. 
130,  142,  150;  ii.  251.  Tla 
Bceothic  Society,  154;  ii.  251 

Reeves,  John,  (Uiief  Justice,  His- 
tory of  Newfoundland,  by,  i.  loi 
—  103,  137.  His  legal  services 
to  the  colony,  136 

Religion,  ii.  78,  98 

Renews,  road  to.  i,  107 

Revenue  of  the  colony,  ii.  159— 21G 

Reynolds,  Capt.  R.C,  surrogate,  i, 
135 

Roberval,  Seigneur  de  {'^.  de  la 
Roque),  i.  55 

Russian,  or  Muscovy  Company,  tho. 
trade  with  Archangel,  i.  48,  50, 6j 

Sable  Island,  i.  63 

Schools  and  education,  i.  139,  141: 
ii.  61,  107,  232 

Seal  fishery,  i.  121.  144,  159;  ii. 
166,  &c. 

Shoal  Bay,  near  St.  John's,  190 

Shott's,  St.,  ii.  60 

Signal  Hi.'l,  i.  Ill 

Sledge-driving,  i.  337,  &;c. 

Southern  passage  sought,  i.  40 

Spaniards,  voyages  to  America  and 
the  Indies  by  the,  i.  5 — 15.  " 
26,  41—45,  76 

Spencer,   Right    Rev.   Dr.    A. 
Bishop     of    Newfoundland 
Bermuda,  ii.  99 

Spice  Islands,  tlie,  i.  8,  12,  22,  2: 

Stanley,  Lo^'d,  colonial  policv  o'',  ii 
69 

Steam- vessels,  ii.  63 — 67 

Surrogate  courts,  i.  137,  142 

Taxes,  imposts,  duties,  &c.,  i.  12G 

Ternay,  Admiral  de,  i.  108,  113 

Terra-Nova,  frozen  regions  of,  i.  <J 

Thaw,  silver,  described,  i,  238 

Thule,  Ultima,  i.  19 

Topography,  ii.  217 
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ilgrimage,"  i.  20  r,. 

)oat  UarV).)ur,  i.  lOO, 

F,   109.     Church  at 

'l09 

)0 

liter,  i.  r)9,  6(5 

Aborigines  of  Nev.-- 

1,    36,    106,    12,), 

150;     u.    251.    Tlu, 

etv,  154;  U.. 25 1 

Chief  Justice,  His- 

•foundland,  by,  i.  KU 

His   legal   services 

I,  98 

to.  i,  107 

e  colonv,  ii-  159— 21G 

pt.  R.C.,  surrogate.  1. 

igncur  de  (^^    de  la 

55  , 

[uscovv  Compaiij-.the. 
Archangel,  i.  48,  50,  do 

i.  65 

education,  i.  139,  141: 

232 
i.   121.    144,  159;  ii 

car  St.  John's,  190 

60 

lU 

.g,  i.  337,  &c. 
isage  sought,  i.  40 
.va'^es  to  America  and 

by  the,  1.  ;)— iJ'  - 

fght    Rev.  Dr.   A.  G, 

7f    Newfoundland    ar.a 

.  the,  i.  8,  12,22,2,-4] 
d,  colonial  policy  o,.^. 

Is,  ii.  63—67 
[urts,  i.  137,  142 

Ists,  duties,  &c.,  1.12b 

Liralde.i.  108,113 
I,  frozen  regions  ot,  i. " 
i',  described,  i,  2^8 
[na,  i.  1'.) 
1,  ii.  217 


Torbay,  (Newfoundland,)  and  small 

lakes  near  it,  i.  192,  109 
Trees   of   Newfoundland,       i.   210, 

290,  ('/  se<i. 
Treworgay,  John,  commission  to,  i. 

80 
Trinity  Bay  and  village,  i.  107,  159 
Tucker,  Chief-justice,  i.  151,  158 
Vegetable  kingdom,  the,  i.  2S9 — 325 
Verrazani,  his  voyage  to  Cape  Bre- 
ton, 1.  52 
Vespucci,  Amerigo,  i.  42 
Virginia  Cottage,  near  St.  John's,  i. 

1^6  ^   . 

Utrecht,  and  of  Ghent,  treaties  of,  i. 

87,  117  ;  ii.  171 

Waldegrave,  Admiral,  (Lord  Rad- 
stock.)  his  government,  i.  138 

"Wallace,  Admiral  Sir  James,  go- 
vernor, i.  138 


West  Indies,  discovery  of  the,  i.  2, 

9  —  16,40 
'\VhalLS,the  various  species  of  cetacea, 

baUfna,  &c.,  i.  238,240—250,  253 
"Whitbourni^'s  "  Discourse  and  Dis- 

coverv  of  Newfoundland,"  i.  70. 

Its  approval  by  James  I.,  71.    His 

navul  services,  72 
White  Bav,  i.  200 
William,  Fort,  i.  HI,  116 
Williams,  Commodore,  his  attack  on 

Placentia,  i.  83 
Willoughby,  Sir  Hugh,  voyage  of, 

i.  49 
Winds,  iniluence  of  forests  and  other 

geographical  causes  upon  tempera- 
ture, and  on  the,  i.  331 
Winne,  Captain  E.  governor,  i.  72 
Zechmni,   King  of  Poland,  i.  Ki 
Zeao,  Antonio,  voyage  of,  i.  10. 


THE    END. 


T.  C.  Savlll,  Printer,  107,  St.  Martin'^  Lane, 


